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Border deaths

“premature deaths of persons whose 
movement or presence has been 
unauthorized and irregularized as 
they navigate or interact with state-
made boundaries” (Tamara Last 
2020: 21)
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http://www.unitedagainstracism.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/ListofDeathsActual.pdf
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Field research: 

• interviews with representatives of local funeral companies, 
religious communities, municipality services etc.

• questionnaires sent to Red Cross, Ministries of interior (Police) of 
Croatia, Slovenia and Serbia, IOM (Slovenia) about data, 
procedures and practices related to border deaths

• multi-sited field visits to cemeteries in Slovenia and Croatia





Preliminary insights: 

•border deaths are defined as accidents



• apparent anonymity of the deceased 

Vojna vas cemetery, Slovenia 25 March 2021 Skakavac cemetery, Croatia 21 June 2020



• formal integration in death



• provisional burials of migrants’ bodies
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