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Welcome 

Together with our colleagues at the University of Zadar, we extend a warm welcome to the 
participants in the 2011 Re-Thinking Humanities and Social Sciences conference. It is both a pleasure 
and an honor to be able to organize and host the second edition of this international conference, and 
we hope that such an event will encourage further collaboration between various academic fields on 
both local and international levels. 

The conference, organized by the English Department at the University of Zadar, focuses on a wide 
range of current inter- or post-disciplinary issues and problems, at the same time attempting to 
breach the traditional academic canons. A key feature of the Department is its interdisciplinary focus, 
with an unusually wide range of disciplines: linguistic studies; literary and cultural studies; film and 
television studies; social and political studies. The Department covers a wide range of topics and 
issues, from cultural and language policy, language education, sociolinguistics to discourse analysis, 
psychoanalysis, postcolonial theory, literature, literary translation, cinema and visual culture. The 
staff in the Department is currently engaged in diverse projects (literature, cinema and national 
identities, globalization, cultural memory and politics of identity, re-imagining places and spaces, 
diaspora issues). This clearly indicates the presence of a group of individuals interested in the 
development of a more complex academic setting which would offer a more dynamic, competitive 
and altogether direct interaction with current scientific research. Therefore, it was no surprise when 
in 2009 the same group of people decided to attempt such a “demanding project”. The result of such 
an attempt was the first Re-Thinking Humanities and Social Sciences conference. Discussing the topic 
of “Postmodernism and the Issue of the (Post)Other” the 2010 edition of the conference gathered 
approximately 100 international research scholars, providing in such a way an invaluable opportunity 
for meeting, exchanging and debating current topics in humanities and social sciences.  

This year’s conference theme, The Zone and Zones - Radical Spatiality in Our Times, was chosen with 
the expectation that it would be broad enough to elicit diverse intellectual contributions from 
colleagues in many parts of the world and in many areas of humanities, social sciences, but also 
numerous other intellectual and academic surroundings. As stated in the official Call for papers, the 
presence of various “spatial” issues in a wide variety of academic, cultural, historical, popular, etc. 
narratives, indicates a (re)emergence of space as being of immense significance to the understanding 
of the phenomenon of our world. It is our hope that this conference will provide a productive and 
enjoyable forum for discussions of these issues, and that in doing so it will facilitate a range of useful 
and original contributions to the collective project of researching space and spatial issues within and 
beyond humanities and social sciences.  

In addition, we would like to thank the English Department and all of its members once again for the 
technical and practical support that was provided to us in the past months. Also, we would like to 
extend our gratitude to the University of Zadar and its various offices for allowing us to use its 
facilities and the indispensable technical and bureaucratic support necessary for the successful 
completion of such a project. Last but not least, our gratitude goes to volunteers for all their help, 
and to numerous friends and family members of the Organizing Committee without whose patience 
none of this would be possible. 

Organizing Committee 
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International Conference Announcement and Call for Papers  

 

Re-Thinking Humanities and Social Sciences  

2nd International Conference  

September 1 – 4, 2011.  

University of Zadar  

 

Keynote speakers: Professor Edward Soja, University of California, Los Angeles, USA 

          Professor Brandon LaBelle, Bergen National Academy of Arts, Norway 

 

The Zone and Zones - Radical Spatiality in our Times 

Recent works throughout the fields of literary and cultural studies, sociology, political science, 

anthropology, human geography, history, film and art history, to name just the most prominent, 

have chosen research agendas which reflect a spatial orientation, one which testifies to the 

(re)emergence of space as being of immense significance to the understanding of the phenomenon 

of our world. This interest is reflected in diverse conceptual perspectives: heterotopia, rhizome, Third 

space, hyperreal, time-space compression, placelessness, non-place, contact-zone…. For some there 

has been too much spatialization which even heralds the end of temporality, including various ends 

of everything (from the end of history and art to the end of any stable identities). In the end one 

wonders is there anything left outside of space - or, rather is there anything left in the space that can 

gesture towards different alternatives, alterities...?  

Drawing on Brian McHale’s concept of zone, we would like to discuss these questions on possible 

spatial alternatives and alterities. The zone originates in a new hellish simultaneity of WW1 and 

technological explosions bringing different, incoherent entities in a new, surrealistic proximity, like 

Appolinieare’s zones, where different parts of Paris intermingle with different parts of the world. 

McHale expands the notion of zones to postmodern fiction, as compendiums of parallel unrealized 

worlds, parallaxes, places of haunting, whirlpools of consumption and so on. All of these zones signal, 

more or less, a kind of ontological insecurity encapsulated in Foucault’s term heterotopia - “the 

impossible space in which fragments of disparate discursive orders are merely juxtaposed, without 

any attempt to reduce them to a common order”. We propose to expand McHale’s reading of the 

postmodern experience and different zones by exploring various concepts of space – like hyperreal, a 

rhizome, a symptom and extimacy, a non-place, Third space, and so on. Therefore, we picture the 

conference exploring various ZONES and traversing a variety of theoretical concepts, bringing 

together scholars of diverse backgrounds and interests. 
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Possible topics include:  

The zone as a specific locality (local/global, suburbs as zones, tourist zones...)  

The zone as a supplement to „the Whole” (world system, urban space...)  

The war zones, urban zones, the zones-within-zones, private zones (private matrixes, virtual 

worlds…)  

The zone as a non-place (shopping malls, airports, motorways...)  

The military zones (ghettos, occupied territories, frontiers, borders...)  

Concentration camps and asylum centers (the zone as spatialised state of exception)  

Gothic and fantastic spaces/zones  

Contact-zones (museums, borderlands...)  

Radical zone as Third space, created and populated by the marginalized  

The zone as a symptom (the zone may be viewed as a particular spatial entity that subverts its 

broader foundation, its own genius...)  

The Zone as the site of political struggle  

Zones and the construction of identity  

The history of spaces/zones  

Virtual zones (games...)  

Etc.  
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Conference Proceedings 

The conference proceedings are published as a part of [sic] - A Journal of Literature, Culture and 

Literary Translation (www.sic-journal.org). Founded in 2009 by the University of Zadar faculty 

members, [sic] - A Journal of Literature, Culture and Literary Translation is devoted to publishing 

quality academic writing on the topic of literary and cultural theory, various social and cultural 

phenomena coming out of different literary and cultural practices and approaches, as well as to 

promoting quality literature in translation. 

[sic] - A Journal of Literature, Culture and Literary Translation is published bi-annually in spring and 

fall semesters of the ongoing academic year. The spring issue always has a predetermined theme 

defined by the editor of the current issue, while the fall issue features a selection of papers 

presented at the Re-Thinking Humanities and Social Sciences Conference organized by the University 

of Zadar faculty members working closely with the journal. Papers published in the journal undergo 

peer review by an international board of reviewers and are published in Croatian and English. 

Unfortunately, we are currently unable to publish all of the presentations that will take place during 

the conference. Instead, a number of authors/scholars will be contacted by the Conference 

Committee/Editorial Board after the conference and asked if they want to submit a complete article 

based on their conference presentation. Nevertheless, we encourage participants interested in 

publishing their work to contact the Editorial board directly at contact@sic-journal.org. 
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Keynote speaker Edward Soja 

Edward William Soja is a postmodern political geographer and urban planner on the faculty at UCLA, 

where he is Distinguished Professor of Urban Planning, and the London School of Economics. He has 

a Ph.D. from Syracuse University. 

After starting his academic career as a specialist on Africa, Dr. Soja has focused his research and 

writing over the past 20 years on urban restructuring in Los Angeles and more broadly on the critical 

study of cities and regions.   His wide-ranging studies of Los Angeles bring together traditional 

political economy approaches and recent trends in critical cultural studies.  Of particular interest to 

him is the way issues of class, race, gender, and sexuality intersect with what he calls the spatiality of 

social life, and with the new cultural politics of difference and identity that this generates.  

In addition to his work on urban restructuring in Los Angeles, Dr. Soja continues to write on how 

social scientists and philosophers think about space and geography, especially in relation to how they 

think about time and history. His latest book brings these various research strands together in a 

comprehensive look at the geohistory of cities, from their earliest origins to the more recent 

development of what he calls the "postmetropolis."  His policy interests are primarily involved with 

questions of regional development, planning and governance, and with the local effects of ethnic and 

cultural diversity in Los Angeles.   
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Keynote Speaker Brandon LaBelle 

Brandon LaBelle is an artist and writer. His work explores social life and cultural narratives, using 

sound, performance and sited constructions. This results in situational and contextual projects that 

act as supplements to existing conditions. He is also an active teacher and lecturer working with 

institutions around the world addressing questions of auditory culture, sonic and spatial arts, 

experimental media practices and the voice. 

Also a prolific writer, he is the author of Acoustic Territories: Sound Culture and Everyday Life 

(Continuum, 2010) and Background Noise: Perspectives on Sound Art (Continuum, 2006). Through his 

work with Errant Bodies Press he has co-edited the anthologies Site of Sound: Of Architecture and 

the Ear Volumes 1 & 2 (1999, 2011), Writing Aloud: The Sonics of Language (2001), Surface Tension: 

Problematics of Site (2003) and Radio Territories (2007), along with a series of monographs (Critical 

Ear series) on sound and media artists. His ongoing project to build a library of radio memories was 

presented at Casa Vecina, Mexico City in 2008. 

He has numerous audio releases on international experimental music labels, and regularly produces 

works for radio. He received a Masters degree from Cal Arts, Los Angeles in 1998, and completed his 

PhD at the London Consortium in 2005. Following his doctoral work he undertook a post-doctoral 

project at the University of Copenhagen from 2006 to 2009, in Modern Culture and Sound Studies. In 

2008-09 he worked as Guest Professor at the Free University in Berlin, holding seminars on acoustic 

territories, spatial practice and the male voice. He lives in Berlin and is currently Professor at the 

Bergen National Academy of the Arts, Norway. 
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Conference programe  

DAY 1 (Thursday, 1 September) 

Reception from 9.00 h  

Keynote lecture Room 143 (10.00 – 11.30h): EDWARD SOJA, University of California, Los Angeles: 

The Cultural Force of Cities 

 

Coffee break: 11.30 – 12.00h 

 

Conference sessions: 12.00 – 14.00h 

 

Room 143 Room 155 Room 156 

Moderator: Marko Lukid Moderator: Sven Cvek Moderator: Mislava Bertoša 

1. Grgas, Stipe (University of 
Zagreb): Beyond the 
Metaphor of the Zone 
 

2. Vrbančid, Mario (University 
of Zadar) A Dream of the 
Perfect Map 

 
3. Kneževid, Borislav 

(University of Zagreb): 
Imagined Geographies: 
Elizabeth Gaskell's North 
and South and Fredric 
Jameson's Cognitive 
Mapping 

 
4. Feldman Čale, Lada 

(University of Zagreb): 
Radical and not so Radical 
Transgressions: Invading 
Backstage Domain 

1. Sasiwongsaroj, Kwanchit 
(Mahidol University): 
Buddhist Temple: The Well-
being Space for the Aged in 
Thailand 

 
2. Viwatpanich, Kanvee 

(Thammasat University): 
Elder Abuse: A Dark Zone in 
Thai Buddhist Society 

 
3. Zorid, Snježana (University 

of Zadar): Sacred Space and 
Performance of Power 
(Among Tibetian 
Communities in Exile) 

 
4. Schippers, Inez (Tilburg 

University), de Ruijter 
Martijn (Tilburg University): 
The Ritual `zone`: Looking 
at Place and Space via 
Contemporary Practices of 
Sacrality 

1. Craciun, Dana (University of 
Timisoara): „Across the 
Ocean Sea“: Salman 
Rushdie's Reconfiguration 
of America in The 
Enchantress of Florence and 
Shalimar the Clown 

 
2. Božid-Šejid, Rafaela 

(University of Zadar): The 
Zone of Dystopia 

 
3. Polid, Vanja (University of 

Zagreb): First Nations in 
Canada: Zones and other 
Zones 
 

4. Tan, Oon-Seng (Nanyang    
Technological University): 
Problem Spaces and Zones 
of Creativity 

 

Lunch break: 14.00 – 16.00h 
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Conference sessions: 16.00 – 18.00h 

Room 143 Room 155 Room 156 

Moderator: Saša Božid Moderator: Olga Orlid Moderator: Tomislav Oroz 

1. Lukid, Marko (University of 
Zadar): Post-apocalyptic 
Spaces: Zombie Narratives 
and Shopping Malls 
 

2. Pletenac, Tomislav 
(University of Zagreb): 
Building Site as an 
Ideological Sight: Case of 
Shopping Malls in Zagreb 

 
3. Maslov, Gordan (University 

of Ljubljana, Ljubljana, 
Slovenia), Lukid Atila 
(independent researcher): 
Hygiene of Public Space: 
The Case of Cvjetni trg 

 
4. Cvek, Sven (University of 

Zagreb): Reasoning about 
Rezoning: Politics of Space 
and Space of Politics in 
Neoliberalism 

 

1. Kerdbangnon, Khwanchai 
(University of Vienna): Thai 
Private Hospitals: Medical 
Zones for Foreign Patients 

 
2. Wang, Pao-Hsiang (National 

Taiwan University): Toward 
a Floating Opera: Re-
orienting Orientalism in 
Zhang Yimou's Turandot 

 
3. Tuncel, Kerem Turgut 

(University of Trento): 
Spatialization of the 
Ethnicity and Ethnicization 
of the Space: Armenian 
Diaspora and the Ethnic 
Homeland Tourism in 
Armenia 

 
4. Vučetid, Šime (University of 

Rijeka), Maršanid, Dario 
(University of Rijeka): 
Planning Tourism Zones of 
the Coastal Area in the 
Republic of Croatia 

1. Fraser, Emma (University of 
Technology, Sydney): 
Poetics of Ruin: Mass 
Abandonment, Dead Space 
and the Decay of Place 
 

2. Briedis, Laimonas (Vilnius 
University): (Dead) Zones of 
Translation: Vilnius in 
Memorial 

 
3. Kupsjak, Jelena (University 

of Zadar), Eškinja, Vedran 
(University of Zadar): Café 
and Gallery Đina: Place and 
Non-place 

 
4. Raljevid, Selma (University 

of Mostar): The 
Reformulation of Hiroshima 
Past and the Construction of 
Identity in Gerald Vizenor's 
Hiroshima Bugi: Atomu 57 

 

19.00 h OPENING CEREMONY  Marko Lukid  MAIN HALL 

EVENING 19.15h: Welcome dinner (open buffet) at the University of Zadar 
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DAY 2 (Friday, 2 September) 

Keynote lecture Room 143 (10.00 – 11.30h): BRANDON LABELLE, Bergen National Academy of the 

Arts, Norway: The Acoustic & More 

 

Coffee break: 11.30 – 12.00h 

 

Conference sessions: 12.00 – 14.00h 

 

Room 143 Room 155 Room 156 

Moderator: Lada Čale Feldman Moderator: Dubravka Saulan Moderator: Tomislav Pletenac 

1. Bezirgan, Bengi:  A 
Controversial Art Zone: 
Tophane District of Istanbul 

 
2. Meraud, Tavi (Yale 

Unviersity): How Art 
Discloses the Zone 

 
3. Cloutier, Geneviève 

(Université du Québec à 
Montréal): States Without 
Territory: The „States in 
Time“ of Velimir Khlebnikov 
and NSK 
 

4. Szigeti, Attila (Romanian     
Academy, Iasi Branch): 
Embodied Spaces: Personal 
and Interpersonal 
 

 

1. Zrnid, Anita, Todorovid, 
Dejan: Transformation of 
Public Space into Gathering 
Zone 
 

2. Antulov, Sandra (University 
of Zagreb), Bertoša Mislava 
(University of Zagreb): 
Appropriating Public Space: 
Zagreb Pride Slogans 

 
3. Skelin Horvat, Anita 

(University of Zagreb), 
Šimičid, Lucija (University of 
Zagreb): 'Contested Places' 
in a Language 

 
4. Domsodi, Dana (University 

of Babes-Bolyai from Cluj-
Napoca, Romania), The 
Language of the Zone 

1. Perinid Lewis, Ana (Institute 
for Anthropological 
research & University of 
Zagreb): When the Island 
Fails to Perceive Its Own 
East… 
 

2. Heeg, Jennifer C. (Texas 
A&M University at Qatar): 
Spatial segregation in 
Qatari residential, 
education, recreation and 
work areas: Creatinga 
Qatari identity in opposition 
to „everyone else“ 

 
3. Orlid, Olga (Institute for 

Anthropological Research, 
Zagreb): Border zone. A 
place for Creating an 
Imagined Identity 

 

 

 

Lunch break: 14.00 – 16.00h 
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Conference sessions: 16.00 – 18.00h 

Room 143 Room 155 Room 156 

Moderator: Tatjana Jukid Moderator: Anita Skelin Horvat Moderator: Mirna Sindičid 

1. Bell, Claudia (University of 
Auckland): International 
Itinerants: Creating Zones 
as Artists and Strangers 
 

2. Kašid, Biljana (University of 
Zadar) “Womanspace”, 
Geobodies and Borderlands 

 

3. Cichorzewska, Marzena 
(Technical University of 
Lublin): Corporation as a 
Modern Slavery Zone 

 

4. Pantea, Ana (Romanian 
Academy, Iasi Branch, 
Romania) Roots or Wings? 
On the Reconstruction of 
Communities Today 

1. Petkovid, Rajko (University 
of Zadar), Vukovid, Krešimir 
(University of Zadar): The 
Transition from Urban to 
Apocalyptic Spatiality in 
American Film 
 

2. Krajačid, Ivana (University 
of Zagreb): Mapping the 
Metropolis of Blade Runner: 
A Collision Between Worlds 

 

3. Gilid, Nikica (University of 
Zagreb): The Zone of the 
Silent Film: From 
Archeology of Cinema to the 
Digital Utopia 
 

1. Kondali, Ksenija (University 
of Sarajevo): Survival Zones 
and Identity in Margaret 
Atwood's Oryx and Crake 

 

2. Mousavi S., Homa (Islamic 
Azad University, Roudehen 
Branch): Posthuman 
Identities in Oryx and Crake 
and The Year of the Flood 
by M. Atwood. 

 

3. Kušnír, Jaroslav (University 
of Prešov): Zones and 
Construction of Identity: 
Identity Boundaries in Tom 
Cho's I, Robot and Pinocchio 
(2009) 

 

4. Milos, Cristina: Narrative 
and Mythic Experience in 
the Modernist 
Autobiographical Novel 

 

EVENING (20:00h): Informal conference gathering at café Illy 
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DAY 3 (Saturday, 3 September) 

Conference sessions: 10.00 – 12.00h 

Room 143 Room 155 Room 156 

Moderator: Biljana Kašid Moderator: Rajko Petkovid Moderator: Sanja Škifid 

1. Božid-Vrbančid, Senka 
(University of Zadar): 
Captain Euro and The 
European Zone (European 
Comic Book) 

 

2. Jakobi, Akos (Eotvos Lorand 
University): From Real 
Geography to Virtual 
Spaces: Theoretical and 
Empirical Considerations 
about Hungary in the 
Virtual World 
 

3. Wilmott, Clancy (University 
of Technology in Sydney): 
Layers, Locality, Locus: 
Mobile Mapping in the 
Urban Environment 

 
4. Jukid, Tatjana (University of 

Zagreb): Psychoanalysis and 
the War-Zone: Victor Tausk 
on WWI 
 

1. Peroski, Aco (University Ss. 
Cyril and Methodius): 
Liminal Zones: The Margin 
as Impossible Space 

 

2. Sindičid, Mirna (University  
of Zadar): The Experience of    
Living in the Suburbs 
(banlieu) in Beur Fiction 

 
3. Pandžid, Maja (University of 

Zadar): Women in the Zone 
of Sexual Politics of 
Detective Fiction 

 
4. Šarid, Marija (University of 

Zadar): Worlds Apart: 
Gender of the Future in 
Speculative Fiction 
 
 

1. Ghită, Roxana Elena 
(University of the West 
Timisoara): Blurring 
Boundaries between Reality 
and Cyberspace in Jeanette 
Winterson's The Powerbook 

 

2. Boroo, Dominika: Zone 
beyond Life. Philosophy of 
Escape in Thomas Mann's 
Magic Mountain 

 
3. Zelid, Tomislav (University 

of Zadar): Abaric Points and 
Gravity's Rainbows 

 
4. Vunid, Krešimir (University 

of Zadar): Shelley's 
„Adonais“ and Difficulty 

 

 

Lunch break: 12.00 – 14.00h 
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Conference sessions: 14.00 – 16.00h 

Room 143 Room 155 Room 156 

Moderator: Snježana Zorid Moderator: Boško Kuzmanovid Moderator:Tomislav 
Kuzmanovid 

1. Božid, Saša (University of 
Zadar), Kuti, Simona 
(Institute for Migration and 
Ethnic Studies, Zagreb): 
Transnational Social Space 
as Hyperterritory 
 

2. Oroz Tomislav (University of 
Zadar), Urem, Sandra 
(University of Zadar): An 
Island that Sinks – 
Reconfiguring the Space of 
the Island of Olib between 
Popular Perceptions and 
Transnational Practices of 
Islanders 

 
3. Bell, Claudia (University of 

Auckland): Home, 
Nationalism and 
Cosmopolitanism: Intimate 
Zones and the Construction 
of Identity 

 

4. Kumaran, T. Vasantha 
(University of Madras), 
Swaminathan, Divya 
Rajeswari (University of 
Muenster): Sense of Place, 
Community Engagement 
and Culture: Learning from 
the „Margins“ 

1. Josifoska, Katerina 
(University Ss. Cyril and 
Methodius): The 
Concentration Camp as a 
Modern Biopolitical Zone of 
Exception 
 

2. Petrovid, Duško (University 
of Zagreb): Delocalized 
State of Exception  

 

3. Laskowska-Otwinowska, 
Justyna (University of 
Warsaw): The Experience of 
Cultural Contact in a 
Refugee Camp. 
Confrontations of Polish and 
Chechen Culture 
 

4. Popovici, Vlad (University 
Cluj-Napoca): The Political 
Detention Zones and Their 
Inhabitants in Dualist 
Hungary (1880s to 1918) 

 

1. Serebriakova, Iryna: Saint-
Petersburg's Myth in 
Russian Fiction 
 

2. Jurilj, Igor: Breathing Life 
into Dirt and Clouds: 
Reinvention of Perth in Tim 
Winton's Fiction 

 
 

3. Kiss, Csilla (University of 
Western Hungary): The 
Second Paris Comune in the 
Z.U.P. Dystopian Urban 
Landscape in Jorge 
Semprun's L' Algarabie 

 
4. Karasik, Olga (Kazan Federal 

University): New York of the 
1950s and 2000s: J. 
Salinger's The Catcher in the 
Rye and J.S. Foer's 
Extremely Loud and 
Incredibly Close 

 

 

Coffee break: 16.00 – 16.30h 
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Conference sessions: 16.30 – 18.30h 

 

Room 143 Room 155 Room 156 

Moderator: Nikica Gilid Moderator: Duško Petrovid Moderator: Slavica Troskot 

1. Dufort, Julie (Université du 
Québec à Montréal): 
Representation of the U.S.-
Mexico Border and Mexican 
Immigrants in Hollywood 
Movies: A Constant 
(Re)definition of American 
Identity 

 

2. Županovid, Mario (University 
of Zadar): Border line Spaces 
in Latin American Cinema – 
Shaping the New Indigensimo 

 

3. Battista, Keser Ivana 
(University of Zagreb & 
Academy of Fine Arts in 
Zagreb): Zones and 
Geopolitical Intersections and 
Legacy of the Third Cinema 

 
4. Manning, Robert (Quincy 

University): The Unethical 
Space of Totality and the 
Possibility of Ethical Space for 
Levinas 

1. Timken, Kristin (Stanford 
University): Temporary 
Zones and Practiced Space: 
A Tsi-Akim Maidu Salmon-
Honoring Ceremony . 

 

2. Šimid, Stela (University of 
Zadar) Vozab, Dina: CASI 
Romani – Heterotopia or a 
Space of Helping 
Marginalized Social Groups 
in the Labour Market 

 

3. Kulenovid, Tarik (Institute 
for Anthropological 
Research, Zagreb & 
University of Zagreb): 
Valley as a Zone – Case 
Study of Ljutoč Valley and 
Town of Kulen Vakuf, 
Bosnia. 

 
4. Baja, Francisc (Babes-Bolyai 

University): The Spectrum 
of the Punitive Zones 
 
 

1. Šesnid, Jelena (University of 
Zagreb): Being Stuck in 
America: Challenges to 
Liquid Modernity 

 

2. Jeong, Sangjun (Seoul 
National University): The 
Construction of the 
Heterotopian Space and 
Identity in the Postmodern 
Fiction 

 

3. Cheveresan, Cristina 
(University of Timisoara): 
«You are the 
Battleground»: Building 
Chicano Identities in the 
Borderlands  

 

4. Saftich, Dario (University of 
Zagreb): The Role of 
Literature in Border Areas 

 

19 h CLOSING CEREMONY Senka Božid-Vrbančid   Room 143 

 

EVENING 20:00h: Informal conference party (pizza night) at Barbakan restaurant, University of 

Zadar 
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Sandra Antulov (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia), Mislava Bertoša (University of Zagreb, 

Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

APPROPRIATING PUBLIC SPACE: ZAGREB PRIDE SLOGANS  

Spatial placement of signs, discourses, and human actions is not only crucial for their understanding 

but also indicative of the social positioning and relationships of power in the social arena. Although 

the central issue here is emplacement (where an action takes place or a sign is situated), the 

question of authority is also important (who is authorized to place a sign in the material world). In 

this paper, we focus on (geo)semiotic practices that are socioculturally unauthorized, that violate 

expectations and conventions, that are, in other words, transgressive. Drawing on Scollon and Wong 

Scollon’s notions of geosemiotics and transgressive semiotics, our proposal aims to analyse means of 

appropriation of urban space taking place during Gay Pride parades in Zagreb. We follow Shugart’s 

definition of the appropriation as an action “in which means commonly associated with and/or 

perceived as belonging to another are used to further one’s own ends.” The means we focus on 

include two strategies: slogans and the act of street renaming. We approach them as bottom-up 

strategies used by a marginalized group to wrench power and prestige away from dominant groups, 

adjusting the city centre to its own needs and purposes. Space is here used as a semiotic resource for 

symbolic and real appropriation, employed to communicate political meanings and to struggle for 

the group’s own rights. Written discourse of slogans and invented street names interact with the 

visual semiotic mode that we also take into consideration. We analyse them combining critical 

discourse analysis and the semiotic analysis of space and landscapes. 

 

Keywords: appropriation, Zagreb Pride Slogans, geosemiotics, transgressive semiotics. 
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Francisc Baja (Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania) 

 

THE SPECTRUM OF THE PUNITIVE ZONES 

Space has always been used as a form of oppression, thought and rethought as an instrument of 

coercion, conversion, rehabilitation. Space is, was, and will be the Punitive Zone. By isolating the 

human subject we deny his participation to the formation of the present time, and instead we offer 

him a possible chance in the future. 

Space as a weapon, as a trace or a mark of aggression, loaded with symbolism of alienation, is the 

zone in which the human subject will always feel threatened by the contingency of space. From the 

public space of scaffolding at the closed space of a concentration camp, and up to the ultimate and 

absolute space of incarceration, steps through which human beings are reduced to a level of 

objectual non-existence, the aggression of spatiality is already teleological. Space not only divides the 

present to the future, but also its forming and reforming human behavior, radically changing the 

human personality, in total dependency on how the spatial contingency is felt.  

The future of spatiality will be marked by its historicity. Punitive or not, space is perceived as a 

residual threat, something that can ever turn against us, isolating us from the present, throwing us 

into an uncertain future, in the utopian future of spatiality.  

Spatiality spectrum seems destined to anguish us, to hunt us through the reality of the Other, to hunt 

us from the view of his experience that he had within the punitive space. We are doomed to cohabit 

in the discomfort of the space in which the Other suffered the raw aggression of spatiality, to relive 

his trauma through the texts memoirs, of what He felt in the Zone. 

 

Keywords: punitive zones, aggression, space of incarceration, concentration camp. 
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Claudia Bell (University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand) 

 

HOME, NATIONALISM AND COSMOPOLITANISM: INTIMATE ZONES AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF 

IDENTITY  

The domestic display arena of the home is an intimate zone in which uninhibited personal 

curatorship takes place. My presentation juxtaposes two contrasting selections of material artefacts 

displayed in this site.  In each case the objects selected and presented make statements about spatial 

relationships in a performance of the identity of the owner. 

In New Zealand modest household artefacts produced locally in the 1940s and 50s have become 

cherished collectibles. In resistance to homogenisation brought about globalisation, ‘kiwiana’ 

collectibles are valued for their distinctive ‘New Zealandness’. Some collectors construct domestic 

environments where they are immersed in kiwiana, effectively creating private living museums of 

these artefacts. Their homes become showcases for New Zealand’s history of manufacturing. Many 

others have just a shelf or mantelpiece of kiwiana. The home is a zone in which citizens construct a 

fond expression of nation. 

Most middle class New Zealanders have become frequent international travellers. Objects acquired 

during travels are frequently displayed in homes, affirming the cosmopolitan sophistication of the 

owner. 

Many homes include displays of both categories of objects. 

Material cultural artefacts and their inherent socio-political symbolism are deliberately selected for 

enjoyment in private zones. This is central to creating a totally personalised idiosyncratic ‘comfort 

zone’. Consumerism in late capitalist society enables individuals to creatively modify, negotiate and 

articulate their own identity through materiality. For consumers, accumulating individual cultural and 

aesthetic capital is an ongoing agenda. Their homes are zones of signification.  

The consumer landscape, physical, metaphorical and symbolic, is a key location in the construction of 

meaningful identity. The home is a zone of design entitlement in which to escape, a secure 

alternative to the largely impenetrable world outside. 

In this presentation I interrogate two categories of display items used in intimate expressive zones. 

 

Keywords: home, nationalism, cosmopolitanism, intimate zones, identity.  
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Claudia Bell (University of Auckland, Auckland, New Zealand) 

 

INTERNATIONAL ITINERANTS: CREATING ZONES AS ARTISTS AND STRANGERS  

For fifteen years Korean-based Nine Dragon Heads has toured groups of international artists to 

diverse venues, making perhaps three trips per year. This includes annual expeditions within Korea 

itself and to the Sarajevo Winter Festival in Bosnia (Sarajevska Zima); to Switzerland, Australia, and 

along the Silk Road. The group, up to twenty per tour, varies each year, with participants from 

assorted nations undertaking the journeys.  

Their art practice is necessarily portable: most are installationi or performanceii artists. At each 

location the artists make/perform fresh pieces for local audiences and galleries.  New works, using 

both locally sourced materials and props from home, are contextualised within the immediate 

environment, the art practice working directly with alterities in the foreign space. The group carves 

out its own Nine Dragon Head zones as an intrinsic part of this journey. En route they are hosted by 

galleries, local artists and civic leaders, official representative of particular zones; engagement with 

local people is foundational to the work.  Once home, or at their next location, the artists exhibit and 

extend works created during the travelling workshops. During each tour –around three weeks – the 

artists are simultaneously professionals working from their zone of expertise – art – and strangers, 

tourists.  

 

Keywords: international artists, installation, performance, foreign space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
i Installation may be a temporary or permanent arrangement of items in space, including in formal galley settings or in any 
environment. Materials used are generally the familiar, everyday, and repositioned to convey new readings, perhaps 
alongside video, sound and virtual reality. The works are often ephemeral, their documentation later exhibited as works in 
their own right. 
ii Performance art: refers to conceptual art in which the physical actions of an individual or a group at a particular place and 
in a particular time constitute the work. Performance art can happen anywhere, in any venue or setting and for any 
duration. 
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Bengi Bezirgan 

 

A CONTROVERSIAL ART ZONE: TOPHANE DISTRICT OF ISTANBUL  

On 21 September 2010, visitors of an art gallery called Tophane Art Walk in the Istanbul district of 

Tophane were attacked during an opening ceremony. It appeared to be a planned assault on 

Istanbul’s fledgling art zone because four galleries were also hit successively: Elipsis, NON, Pi, and 

Outlet. It was said that the visitors were assaulted because they drank alcoholic beverages on the 

street in front of the gallery and the works of art were provocative regarding religious and nationalist 

representations. These attacks resulted in a debate about the issues of cultural conflict between 

secularists and Islamists, tolerance about the critical works of art, the increasing political repression 

on artistic production, and also the gentrification of Tophane district. By taking this case into 

consideration, this paper aims to discuss how an art zone becomes a basis of cultural and political 

conflict between residents and gallery visitors. It also intends to point out how a specific zone 

becomes a tool for different social groups in terms of characterizing their identities.  

 

Keywords: art zone, Tophane Art Walk, Istanbul, cultural conflict.  
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Dominika Boroo 

 

ZONE BEYOND LIFE. PHILOSOPHY OF ESCAPE IN THOMAS MANN’S MAGIC MOUNTAIN  

The universal meaning of the problem articulated in the title of my paper is at least three-fold. 

The first zone here is the book itself, understood as a specific time machine that has magical powers 

to take us elsewhere – the power very rare in the world of text and not consequential to the mere 

forgetfulness that comes with reading.  

The second is the abstract zone of permanent vacation place: a dream of every man entangled in 

modern structure of time deficit, responsibility and work boundaries. It is a zone of almost total 

impossibility in our times, zone we imagine either as absolute luxury or the naïve life of some 

metaphorical Rousseau’s savages.  

The third aspect takes us on an even higher degree of abstraction; it is a mystical sphere of illness, 

understood as the last possibility of escape from the oppression of life: spiritual and physical illness 

that conquers the modern cult of body, insistent obligations of normality, and greedy rush of 

consumption. It is the sphere encapsulated, paradoxically, as a famous spa in the book: and entering 

it takes almost religious courage of resignation of worldliness. 

I would like to show all those three zones as aspects of one mechanism of escape into zone beyond 

life and analyze its negative (destructive) and positive (salutary and humanistic) aspects. 

 

Keywords: philosophy, Thomas Mann, book, escape. 
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Saša Božid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia), Simona Kuti (Institute for Migration and Ethnic  

Studies, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

TRANSNATIONAL SOCIAL SPACE AS HYPERTERRITORY  

Transnational migrant networks are usually seen and implicitly praised as a form of pure social 

relationship which managed to liberate itself from the constraints of territory i.e. the external social 

control of space and place as well as of institutions which regulate physical space. Members of such 

networks are producing social space independent from physical space as a container of social 

relations. Actors themselves and their relations constitute space. The necessity to “materialize” and 

localize such relations apparently disappeared with the cheap communication technology and the 

subsequent space-time compression. The actors as constituents of transnational social spaces 

supposedly do not have to define, mark and limit the physical space in the form of territory in order 

to organize and delimit their ties and relations. Transnational social space does not have to express 

itself in one enclosed place.  

The growing evidence shows, however, that transnational migrant networks and transnational social 

spaces as dense ties across boundaries of physical space find their expression in territoriality which 

is, according to Robert Sack, primarily a geographic manifestation of power. We shall argue that 

transnational social space is bounded, exclusive and delimiting, created by the actors led by the 

principles of compatibility, similarity and selectiveness. Transnational social space is an exercise of 

power because all those who are dissimilar, incompatible and not selected cannot form the markers 

of such space. Territory is extrapolated from the transnational social space in the form of gathering 

and place. It is re-created in selected localities and then easily shifted to other, depending on the 

needs and practices of those who constitute social space. It is over and above compartmentalized 

surfaces that make the territories of nation-states and can be realized simultaneously in different 

localities. 

 

Keywords: transnational migrants, external social control, transnational social spaces, territory.  
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Rafaela Božid-Šejid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia) 

 

THE ZONE OF DYSTOPIA 

The most famous dystopian novels of the early 20th century such as Zamyatin’s We or Orwell’s 1984 

put dystopian societies in politically ordered zones (Edinoe Gosudarstvo, Oceania) with strict borders 

and the opposition between the order (although dystopian) in the zone and anarchy/freedom 

outside the zone. Many of dystopian novels follow such a concept (Huxley’s Brave New World, 

Bradbury’s Fahrenheit 451, or Tatyana Tolstaya’s Kys), or relate to it in a different way (W. Golding’s 

Lord of the Flies is built on the opposition to this concept). But contemporary Russian postmodern 

writer Vladimir Sorokin in his dystopian novel Blue Lard shows a completely different concept of the 

zone. In his novel there are several zones placed in different spaces and time lines, but all of them in 

a relation to each other. Ironic detachment to the genre results in the complex and powerful text. 

Between these two concepts we can place Platonov’s novel Chevengur (1928) in which Platonov 

offers an interesting concept of zoning in one time line and with no connection between the zones 

(the only element connecting them are the characters). In one of the existing zones there is utopia. 

The name of this zone is Chevengur.  

In the paper we analyze the concept of the zone in dystopian novels from the linguistic point of view, 

i.e. we analyze the lexis related to the zone(s) in order to find out more about the artistic concept of 

chosen dystopian writers. 

 

Keywords: dystopian novel, zone, utopia, Sorokin, Platonov. 
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Senka Božid-Vrbančid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia) 

 

CAPTAIN EURO AND THE EUROPEAN ZONE 

Captain Euro is a fictional character, a comic book superhero whose “job is to save Europe from all 

evils and wrongs”. In this paper, through the analysis of Captain Euro, created to appeal “to all 

Europeans because he’s totally multicultural and non-political”, I open questions of the role of 

popular culture in the process of constructing European supranational identity. Rather than seeing 

the Captain Euro project just as a product of a “fun industry”, the entertainment for various 

Europeans, I see it as a mechanism that attempts to contribute to the construction of European 

Space. It belongs to the big network of projects supported by European public policy makers that 

strive to produce a new European Zone, the Zone in which Captain Euro fights enemies of European 

values such as democracy, justice, tolerance, open-mindedness…. I ask: what kind of a fantasy zone 

does Captain Euro introduce? And more importantly, which kind of reality has been supported by this 

fantasy? And finally, could Captain’s Euro asexuality be read as excess to juissance, the Real that has 

to be left out for the story in order to make the European Zone possible at all? 

 

Keywords: European identity-European zone, comic book superheroes, time, space, imperial power. 
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Laimonas Briedis (Vilnius University, Vilnius, Lithuania) 

 

(DEAD) ZONES OF TRANSLATION: VILNIUS IN MEMORIAL  

The longevity and intensity of spatial (urban) memory and, hence, identity is by large determined by 

the narrative strength of the dialogical rapport between the local dead and the living. The necropolis 

stands at the intersection of time and space, embodying a complex system of narrative openings and 

closures. Thus, cemeteries, in the words of Foucault, are one of the most pronounced and enigmatic 

sites of heterotopia where the accumulation of time occurs simultaneously on a historical and 

personal – biographical – level. In this sense, the cemetery is a perfect example of the literary 

chronotope, a time-space threshold offering a unique opportunity of entering present through the 

back doors of the past. In addition, while traditionally being sanctified and revered, burial grounds 

often entice fear and anxiety. In short, by activating a layered sense of time and a whole array of 

human emotions, the narrative potentials of the cemetery make it a zone of translation, a 

topographical hallmark of the struggle between memory and identity. 

My paper attempts to map out the funerary topography of Vilnius in a search of alternative readings 

of the place. For centuries, the city has been a multi-ethnic, multi-religious, trans-cultural and 

polyglot place capturing a vast array of funerary traditions and burial grounds. Personal and 

communal relationships between the dead and the living has always been a highly contested arena 

of the city’s religious, cultural and economic life; but the ideological, geopolitical and demographical 

changes of the past century dramatically altered, and, in some cases, completely severed this 

relationship. As a result, most local dead became transnational citizens belonging to histories and 

memories of other places. Yet, this sense of displacement created a new mnemonic cartography of 

the place as the cemeteries of Vilnius became zones of interaction between the remembered and the 

forgotten.  

 

Keywords: heterotopia, memory, identity, mnemonic cartography. 
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Cristina Chevereşan (University of Timişoara, Timişoara, Romania) 

 

“YOU ARE THE BATTLEGROUND”: BUILDING CHICANO IDENTITIES IN THE BORDERLANDS  

“The U.S. - Mexican border es una herida abierta where the Third World grates against the first and 

bleeds. And before a scab forms it hemorrhages again, the lifeblood of two worlds merging to form a 

third country, a border culture. Borders are set up to define places that are safe and unsafe, to 

distinguish us from them. A border is a dividing line, a narrow strip along a steep edge. A borderland 

is a vague and undetermined place created by the emotional residue of an unnatural boundary. It is 

in a constant state of transition. The prohibited and forbidden are its inhabitants”. Describing 

Mexican-American culture as a mestizaje, Gloria Anzaldua’s exploration of Borderlands/La Frontera 

(1987) has become one of the seminal works in Chicano cultural theory.  

In her innovative “autohistoria”, the writer analyzes the subtle and intriguing connections between 

physical and mental frontiers. The Tex-Mex territory appears as a place of perpetual liminality, in 

which identity is subjected to multiple, often divergent, influences. The present paper will focus upon 

three well-known Mexican-American writers’ perceptions and descriptions of spatial, psychological, 

and spiritual borderlands. Gloria Anzaldua’s Borderlands/La Frontera, Richard Rodriguez’ Hunger of 

Memory and Dagoberto Gilb’s The Magic of Blood will provide a brief overview of possible (literary) 

responses to the U.S.-Mexico frontier as a particular ‘zone’, a politically and culturally challenging site 

of individual and communal struggle. 

 

Keywords: Chicano identities, borderland, Gloria Anzaldua, Richard Rodriguez, Dagoberto Gilb.  
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Marzena Cichorzewska (Technical University of Lublin, Lublin, Poland) 

 

CORPORATION AS A MODERN SLAVERY ZONE  

There is a widespread belief that systems of slave labor took place in history but in time have 

become a successfully and totally superseded form in the western culture. However, it appears that 

in many countries and organizations such forms of oppression still exist. Moreover, they are often 

promoted as the institutions of ‘success’ able to ensure the best conditions for their employees. 

Slave labor is an economic relation that creates total economic dependence and leads to an even 

more harmful dependence of the worker’s mental health on the employer. In literature on the 

subject there exists a consensual opinion, that the notion of slave labor can be considered in cases 

where “slaves’ earn less than minimum subsistence, work very hard in conditions below generally 

accepted standards, and work beyond their physical capabilities. Yet, paradoxically, modern slave 

labor can also be considered in case of a well-paid job if it involves complete dependence of the 

worker on his employer. 

There are, therefore, two important aspects of economic slavery:  

1. based on economic dependence of some people on others, such as company owners 

2. based on mental dependence which takes various forms: 

-emotional dependency 

-submission in relation to someone (blind obedience) 

-morbid imitation. 

It is also assumed that the “modern slave” is a person who is deprived of freedom and possibility of 

deciding about himself and others.  

The paper aims to raise the problem of modern-day slavery and the organizational pathology 

reflected in the increasingly restricted sphere of workers’ rights, which largely refers to interpersonal 

relationships and behavior.  

The paper also intends to investigate the question of how much corporations can afford to interfere 

in the personal sphere of the human being, and what consequences of such penetration are possible. 

Finally, possible solutions to those negative but increasingly common consequences will be 

investigated. 

 

Keywords: slave labor, economy, corporation. 
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Geneviève Cloutier (Université du Québec à Montréal, Canada) 

 

STATES WITHOUT TERRITORY: THE “STATES IN TIME” OF VELIMIR KHLEBNIKOV AND NSK  

In 1992, the Slovenian artist collective IRWIN founded the NSK State in Time, a conceptual state 

without physical territory, but with its own insignia as well as temporary embassies and consulates 

able to issue passports and visas. As an artistic project, the NSK State is representative of what has 

been called “retro-avant-gardism”: an approach that gives a second life to the projects of the 

historical avant-garde by confronting them with the needs and peculiarities of the present time. 

According to the members of IRWIN, the NSK State specifically refers to the Suprematist paintings of 

Kazimir Malevich, who wanted to free art from all terrestrial contingencies. The NSK State, they 

write, “is an abstract organism, a Suprematist body, installed in a real social and political space.” 

Somewhat curiously, they don’t mention the fact that the very idea of a “state in time” played a 

central role in the work of another key figure of the Russian avant-garde, the poet Velimir 

Khlebnikov. 

One may wonder why, in 1992, the members of IRWIN thus decided to revive the avant-gardist 

utopia of a state in time. Why then? It is interesting to realize that this revival coincides with a time 

when new, essentially utilitarian attitudes towards time were beginning to prevail in post-industrial 

and newly post-communist societies, a time when old-fashioned utopianism was being replaced with 

“presentist” ideologies. In this presentation, I will argue that in the beginning of the 20th century, 

Khlebnikov came up with the idea of a “state in time”, which he equated with that of a conquest of 

immaterial space, as a way to oppose the values of a world obsessed with the conquest of physical 

space. In our own times, however, this “immaterial space” of time has already become the main 

battleground of our increasingly dematerialized and time-obsessed societies. In such a context, the 

same project of a “state in time” plays a very different role and can be interpreted as an attempt to 

reconquer this immaterial space that is now besieged by utilitarian ideologies in order to reinfuse it 

with art and imagination. 

 

Keywords: IRWIN, conceptual state, NSK State, retro-avant-gardism, utopia of state.  
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Dana Craciun (University of Timişoara, Timişoara, Romania) 

 

“ACROSS THE OCEAN SEA”: SALMAN RUSHDIE’S RECONFIGURATION OF AMERICA IN THE 

ENCHANTRESS OF FLORENCE AND SHALIMAR THE CLOWN 

The complex, ever-changing relationship between East and West is one of the main themes –if not 

the main theme – of Salman Rushdie’s writing. If the earlier work seems more interested in the clash 

between the two worlds, the more recent prose shows evidence of Rushdie’s interest in exploring a 

third world, a hybrid zone both combining and escaping the more traditionally defined East and 

West. Looking at America as this possible third space, the writer investigates the extent to which “the 

New World” can provide relief from the murderous and/or nostalgic tendencies of the “Old Worlds”.  

In The Enchantress of Florence (2008), Rushdie describes this Mundus Novus as a world in which “the 

ordinary laws of space and time did not apply. As to space, it was capable of expanding violently one 

day and then shrinking the next, so that the size of the earth seemed either to double or to halve. 

Different explorers brought back radically different accounts of the proportions of the new world, 

the nature of its inhabitants, and the way in which this new quadrant of the cosmos was prone to 

behave” (328). This plastic, metamorphic space is both real and imaginary, both in time and timeless. 

In it, previous identities and cultural assumptions blur and disintegrate. 

The paper will discuss the way in which Salman Rushdie constructs the New World, this alternative 

space, in Shalimar the Clown and The Enchantress of Florence. The analysis will show how the 

blurring, the commingling of real and imaginary, and the overlap of spatial and textual levels are 

meant to critique not only received perceptions about East and West, but current assumptions about 

America and its role in the world as well. 

 

Keywords: hybrid zones, East, West, the New World, real and imaginary spaces. 
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Sven Cvek (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

REASONING ABOUT REZONING: POLITICS OF SPACE AND SPACE OF POLITICS IN NEOLIBERALISM  

Despite the fact that neoliberal policies have been systematically implemented in Croatia for twenty 

years, the rise of neoliberal hegemony came to pass with virtually no articulation of economic and 

political alternatives. The first relevant and relatively recent critiques of neoliberalism centered on 

issues of urban planning and the right to the city. While these critiques recognized the space of the 

city as the crucial site of capital accumulation, they also represented attempts to intervene in the 

political processes that support contemporary urban development. By looking at the activities of a 

citizens’ initiative from Pula, organized in order to prevent the local authorities from turning a 

recently demilitarized area into golf courses, I want to reflect especially on new forms of local 

organizing that are sometimes described as anti-capitalist, but whose actual character is based more 

in a critique of political institutions of neoliberal democracy. The Pula example is illustrative of how 

neoliberalism rests on strategic uses of state regulation for private interests. In this situation, both 

public interest and public (or common) space disappear under the pressure of powerful coalitions of 

private business and state mechanisms. Issues of public sphere and democratic politics, and how 

these are articulated to particular economic interests now become central. The perplexing question 

that various similar initiatives in Croatia have faced has also been one of finding a space for 

democratic politics in a situation where the official political structures have been made either 

inefficient or taken over by private interest. 

 

Keywords: politics, space, neoliberalism, Pula. 
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Lada Čale Feldman (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

RADICAL AND NOT SO RADICAL TRANSGRESSIONS: INVADING BACKSTAGE DOMAINS  

I propose to address Edward Soja’s “trialectic” of perceptual, conceptual and lived aspects of 

spatiality, as they pertain to one of the ruling barriers of theatrical space, the one dividing “front 

stage” from “backstage” regions (see Rayner, 2002 and Filmer, 2006). Belonging to traditional 

theatre discourse, and issuing from elaborated architectural designs of the so-called théâtre à 

l’italienne, this division has its conceptual destiny that reaches beyond the realm of performing arts: 

while Erving Goffman extrapolated it onto the study of everyday social interaction, André Green 

demonstrated its operations with respect to Freud’s first topography of the psyche, steeped as it 

proved to be in 19th century spatial conditions of theatrical production and reception. Recent 

European theatre history is crucially marked by attempts at breaking free from the coercions of 

inherited theatre architecture and all of its socio-cultural implications, but the division between the 

backstage and the front stage, especially given its mentioned conceptual resonances, continued to 

haunt the most daring rearrangements of the ways in which space dictates the actor-audience 

relationships. It is especially interesting in this respect to look at endeavours of contemporary 

performance projects to redefine the use of traditionally designed theatre buildings, since these 

projects often include invading backstage domains in order to expose the very representational 

apparatus of performance and make the spectator aware of layers of meanings and feelings involved 

in their intrusion into so far “forbidden” regions. I will concentrate on three recent instances of 

Croatian performance practice in which this invasion not only brought forth problematical aspects of 

such a transgression – paralleling in a symptomatic way the obtuse appetites and ontological 

paradoxes of reality shows (Rose and Wood, 2005) – but also engendered new social, emotional and 

aesthetic experiences, new combinations within “the spatial syntax” (Dovey, 1999) of the theatrical 

place. 

 

Keywords: Soja, theatrical space, theatre architecture, backstage/front stage, performance. 
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Dana Domsodi (University of Babes-Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca, Romania) 

 

THE LANGUAGE OF THE ZONE 

The concept of zone (a unitary denomination for various forms and contents) has intrigued thinkers 

for nearly 2500 years now. From Parmenides to the most radical postmodernists the concern with 

zone and its critical possibilities grew exponentially.  

Our abstract concentrates on a specific post-modern type of understanding of zone, namely zone as 

a form of language. In this semiological and poststructuralist frame of comprehension zone is not 

only a physical reality; it is also a system of meaning that generates values and assigns significations. 

Like language and the signs that belong to it, the zone functions through the negative differentiation 

of various types of zones that are assigned meaning through this process. For example, we can grasp 

the nature and the signification of a ghetto because it is everything that a free zone or a leisure zone 

is not. Space is a specific type of language that people talk to communicate or criticize their ideas or 

engagements. Being a specific system of meaning, the zone structures people in many and even 

opposed ways. Space can be a possibility for emancipation, freedom of speech, art, politics, but also, 

a possibility for constraint, domination, kitsch. For these types of possibilities, we have in mind a few 

case studies: the University Square in Bucharest, the Eur neighbourhood in Rome (of fascist descent), 

Pompidou Centre in Paris, and the Kremlin Palace in Moscow.    

But what are the theoretical and practical consequences of such an understanding of zone? Zone 

gains a cultural (philosophical, anthropological, social) value, becoming a unique manner for the 

deployment of critique/meta-critique and deconstruction of our cultural world and of itself. The 

relevance of this conceptual approach to zone is that it is no longer a peripheral concept pertaining 

to philosophy, arts, politics, but becomes their condition of possibility, structuring them according to 

its nature.  

 

Key words: zone, language, semiology, critique, poststructuralism. 
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Julie Dufort (Université du Québec à Montréal, Canada) 

 

REPRESENTATIONS OF THE U.S.-MEXICO BORDER AND MEXICAN IMMIGRANTS IN HOLLYWOOD 

MOVIES: A CONSTANT (RE)DEFINITION OF AMERICAN IDENTITY  

Popular art is usually seen as a possible way for ethnic minorities to express their political views and 

participate in social debates in the United States. On the contrary, popular art can also marginalize 

and exclude certain ethnic groups in favor of a dominant identity. This paper aims to shed light on 

this second point by analyzing representations of the U.S.-Mexico border and immigration issues in 

Hollywood movies. It will contribute to the knowledge of the U.S.-Mexico border, not only as a 

physical and geographical line separating the two States, but as a symbol that Americans constantly 

refer to attempt to fix the boundaries of their national identity. What are the dominant political 

discourses on the southern border and Mexican immigrants in American popular culture? How can 

we conceptualize their relation with the constant (re)definition of the American national identity? 

This paper will demonstrate that American popular culture is more than an object of entertainment. 

It participates in the eternal game of power taking place in the United States which tries to 

determine the “real” meaning of the American identity. In this sense, Hollywood movies will be 

studied as an important player in the “marketplace of ideas” (Abelson, 2006). In order to compare 

discourses on the U.S.-Mexico border and Mexican immigrants over time, we will examine three 

historical periods: the border as a territory line of demarcation (1900-1945), as a space of control 

(1945-2001) and as a threat to national security (2001-2010). The corpus includes two major films on 

the border per period (selected from the Internet Movie Database). This longitudinal study becomes 

more relevant when one knows that the borderlands are probably one of the most screened 

landscapes in North America (Dell’Agnese, 2005) and that films are considered at the heart of the 

production and maintenance of American identity (May 2000). 

 

Keywords: ethnic minorities, dominant identity, border, immigration, Hollywood movies, American 

identity, discourses on the U.S.-Mexico border. 
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Vedran Eškinja (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia), Jelena Kupsjak (University of Zadar, Zadar, 

Croatia) 

 

CAFÉ AND GALLERY ĐINA: PLACE AND NON-PLACE  

We are entering the dynamics of Đina through narration of Dario (the owner), his wife Renata and a 

few “friends” of Đina. This narratives suggest moving through time from potential to actual, from 

what could be to what is, from past to present, from present to future.  

Art of memory is so strongly rooted in Western tradition that it has formed mnemotechnics for 

choosing places to link them with what we want to remember. While this art of remembering is used 

by the individual, cultural memory is linked with groups and social obligations. Art of memory is a 

part of learning and cultural memory belongs to hopes and plans. That’s why time and space have 

great significance (Assmann, 2005). On the other hand supermodernity as used by the Auge produces 

non-places, different from anthropological places that are classified and promoted to status of places 

of memory (Auge, 1995).  

As an anthropological place, Đina links identities of its “inhabitants” in rituals forming borders 

between inside and outside acting by unwritten rules that need to be owned and cherished. At the 

same time, Đina has risen to become non-place we can find in tourist guides, which is one of the 

reasons why tourists come to visit it because it is “known to hold Zadar’s vanishing urban identity” 

.Đina functions as relational and historical place as well as stereotypical, classified and promoted 

non-place where we can see how those two are opposite poles in which neither is ever complete or 

erased.  

 

Key words: place, non-place, collective memory, Zadar. 
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Emma Fraser (University of Technology, Sydney, Australia) 

 

POETICS OF RUIN: MASS ABANDONMENT, DEAD SPACE AND THE DECAY OF PLACE 

This paper considers the question of what happens after place, and proposes a framework for sites of 

recent ruin in terms of space and place studies. Referring to Bachelard’s poetics and phenomenology, 

and including seminal theory on space and place (Casey, Lefebvre) this framework proposes an alter 

to lived spaces, framing sites of decay and decline as unbecoming, liminal or dead spaces. 

Modern ruins are in a state of transition, and challenge notions of space and place in their precarious 

occupation of a liminal zone between active and moribund sites of human culture. In the form of 

abandoned, derelict and decaying buildings, such sites present a contradictory experience for the 

visitor. Uninhabited, they are no longer loci of human cultural and social production; boarded up and 

fenced off, they are spatially dislocated from the built environment; untended and falling apart they 

are devalued, and unlike ruins of antiquity, are not (yet) regarded as historically significant. 

Drawing on field research undertaken in spaces of decay this paper contextualises modern ruins by 

considering the ways in which large-scale abandonment in particular raises questions about the end 

of place, in relation to select sites including post-industrial ruins and disused municipal complexes in 

Sydney, New York, and Detroit.  

This autoethnographic approach allows for the identification of a unique landscape of unbecoming, 

and echoes the work of Walter Benjamin in the dilapidated Paris arcades; Foucault’s work on other 

spaces; Kristeva’s consideration of the abject; Turner’s concept of liminality; and emerging notions of 

drosscape, terrain vague and ruinscape, which are particular to sites of contemporary ruin. In doing 

so, this approach considers the vital last stages of lived places, and seeks ways to attribute a value to 

ruin spaces that is not necessarily provided for explicitly in key conceptions of space and place. 

 

Keywords: mass abandonment, dead space, decay of place, modern ruins. 
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Roxana Elena Ghiţă (West University of Timişoara, Timişoara, Romania) 

 

BLURRING BOUNDARIES BETWEEN REALITY AND CYBERSPACE IN JEANETTE WINTERSON’S THE 

POWERBOOK 

Although much has been predicted in the cyber era about the death of the book, Jeanette 

Wintersons’ The Powerbook illustrates that there has been only a transformation of the book, both 

as artefact and as idea. At a graphic level, the book is constructed as a hybrid between a ‘traditional’ 

book and a computer screen, while at a narrative level the prose echoes web communications, the 

setting being the cyberspace, where there is no past, present, future, but only simultaneous layers of 

possible realities and alternative endings. The central character is Ali/x, a virtual narrator, a ‘language 

costumier’ in a networked world of e-writing, a world found at the collision of the reality and the 

imaginary, a world which actually blurs the boundary between the two spaces. The Powerbook 

depicts the shifting of boundaries that triggers the changing of selves, the millions of possible worlds 

that make the protagonist and the visitors of the cyberspace disappear into a web of co-ordinates. 

Once inside this space, Ali/x and the people (s)he gets connected with can shape their own identity, 

can choose the setting for their lives, the character they want to be, the way they want to look like, 

but they cannot determine the outcome of living another life. At a certain moment, not only are they 

inventing their lives, creating their own stories, but the virtual world is inventing them and inventing 

itself, at the same time, the stories eventually get to ‘read’ them in a world turned upside down. The 

layering of stories matches the layering of selves, as it is a world of disguise, of floating identities, of 

boundary crossing and of emotional diversions. Moreover, the notion of gender is deconstructed in 

this fusion between the real world and its cyber counterparts, as what are considered to be ‘innate’ 

masculine or feminine traits are annihilated, as each individual has the power to shape gender-

related notions and features in his/her own virtual universe. 

 

Keywords: book, boundaries, cyberspace, reality space. 
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Nikica Gilid (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

THE ZONE OF THE SILENT FILM: FROM ARCHEOLOGY OF CINEMA TO THE DIGITAL UTOPIA  

The paper will explain the idiosyncratic nature of the silent film as a historically fixed zone of 

cinematic (ur)history, as a refugee zone of the financially challenged filmmakers (authors of 

underground film, of alternative film) including the film students, the zone of free artistic creation 

(for instance Mel Brooks’ Silent Movie and Aki Kaurismäki’s Juha) and, finally, as a digital utopia of 

cinematic/artistic elite in the contemporary DVD (Blue-Ray) era. The orientation of the paper is 

historical, with expected conclusions that will be instructive for understanding other audio-visual 

phenomena that change their zones of communication with time (black and white film, March-of-

Times-type news, 3-D films, etc.). It will also include the presentation of an example of contemporary 

(recent) silent film production. 

 

Keywords: silent film, digital utopia, zone of free artistic creation, financially challenged filmmakers. 
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Stipe Grgas (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

BEYOND THE METAPHOR OF THE ZONE 

The context of my presentation is the proclivity, in different quarters and in different ways, to use 

space and its derivatives in a metaphoric matter and to thusly marginalize its referencing of an 

objectively existent externality. After briefly discussing the theoretical and practical implications of 

such a practice, I will revert to the notion of the zone and show how its multifold uses evince a 

slippage between different ontological levels. Arguing that spatial thought underlines the significance 

of holding on to reality, I offer the concept of zoning as a powerful antidote to the metaphoric 

deployment of spatial terms and conclude by commenting on the possibilities opened up in a critical 

engagement with this worldly phenomena.  

 

Keywords: proclivity, zoning, slippage. 
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Jennifer C. Heeg (Texas A&M University at Qatar, Doha, Qatar) 

 

SPATIAL SEGREGATION IN QATARI RESIDENTIAL, EDUCATION, RECREATION, AND WORK AREAS: 

CREATING A QATARI IDENTITY IN OPPOSITION TO “EVERYONE ELSE” 

In the Gulf, the metaphor of “the wall” is a physical reality. Walls surround compounds, villas, and 

education centers, protecting them from “outsider” eyes, and resulting in a visceral, experiential 

separation between ethnic groups. Spatial segregation is the most highly institutionalized 

manifestation of societal securitization, manifested in the layout of Doha, Qatar’s capital city. 

Qatar is an example of a quintessential modern plural society. Joseph Furnivall (1948) defines plural 

society in this way: 

It is in the strictest sense a medley, for [people] mix but do not combine. Each group holds by 

its own religion, its own culture and language, its own ideals and ways. As individuals, they 

meet, but only in the marketplace, in buying and selling… Even in the economic sphere there 

is a division of labor along racial lines. 

However, unlike debates over migration and its “threat” to modern European societies, in the Gulf, 

there is practically no written discourse – very little public discussion – of the threat to Qatari society 

posed by migrant workers and Western ideas. By focusing on spatial separation in residential 

neighborhoods, English-medium education, public recreation areas (the banning of bachelors in 

“Family Only” parks and “Family Day” policies at shopping malls), as well as their separate “bachelor” 

accommodation in labor camps, I demonstrate that at times, security does not require a speech act 

in order to exist. 

 

Keywords: Qatar, migration, zones and identity construction, Western zones, spatial segregation. 



2011 RHSS: The Zone and Zones – Radical Spatiality in Our Times 
 

39 
 

Akos Jakobi (Eotvos Lorand University, Budapest, Hungary) 

 

FROM REAL GEOGRAPHY TO VIRTUAL PLACES: THEORETICAL AND EMPIRICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

ABOUT HUNGARY IN THE VIRTUAL WORLD  

Recently, when information and communication technologies got diffused in everyday life, 

theoretical geographers rethink the importance of geographical space, place, distance or other 

principal notions. Modern interpretations of geography now use the phrases of physical space, 

network space or web space in a parallel way, stating that they are coexisting in the information age. 

In this world new characteristics are becoming important, such as content, connectivity or 

accessibility. Additionally, changes happen when the traditional concept of place is revalorised: it 

actually dissolves in virtual space, meanwhile the role of discrete place disappears by the possibility 

of spatial independency, while on the other hand spatial dependency differentiates space again and 

appreciates selected places. This paper tries to introduce the parallel existence of traditional and 

new geographical places by applying Hungarian examples. From locating and placing Hungary on the 

map of the virtual world to introducing local – small level – answers on the challenges of virtuality 

(e.g. virtual cities) or by collecting examples of the changing possibilities of spatial interactions of 

individuals (e.g. location aware computing) several practical solutions will be presented in order to 

understand the new face of geography. 

 

Keywords: virtual space, information and communication technologies, social geography, Hungary. 
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Sangjun Jeong (Seoul National University, Seoul, South Korea) 

 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE HETEROTOPIAN SPACE AND IDENTITY IN THE POSTMODERNIST FICTION  

This study examines the heterotopian zone of postmodernist fiction with special attention to the 

construction of identity. As McHale points out, worlds of incompatible structure have been made in 

the writings of postmodernists, perhaps in response to the emergence of new space in the suburban 

housing, mega shopping malls, theme parks, and the buildings combining all of these in the big cities 

around the world after World War II. While modernists saw the self as some essential core of an 

organically whole human being, for postmodernists, the self is divided and so falls into fragments, 

into selves, the identity of which comes into being in its transactions with others. This paper explores 

how the modernist notion of the unified self is deconstructed and the postmodern self is decentered 

by the multiplicity of identities.  

 

Keywords: heterotopian space, identity, postmodernist fiction. 
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Katerina Josifoska (University Ss. Cyril and Methodius, Skopje, Macedonia) 

 

THE CONCENTRATION CAMP AS A MODERN BIOPOLITICAL ZONE OF EXCEPTION  

This paper is going to examine the concentration camp as a modern biopolitical zone of exception, 

mainly by re-examining Giorgio Agamben’s work. The comprehension of the biopolitical background 

of the modern re-invention of the concentration camp is going to reconsider the concept of its 

paradoxical status in a permanently realized state of exception. Here, the concentration camp will be 

viewed in accordance to the sovereign power of life governing, where that form of exception 

becomes a rule. Redefining the structure of the radical zone present in the colonial model of 

repression, the concentration camp is to be analyzed as a manifestation of a capturing law, or a law 

of a permanent exclusion in a territory placed outside the normal juridical law. The concentration 

consequences on having a bare life, which ought to be considered in this paper as products of the 

connection between the political and spatial determination, in the extreme zone are acts of military 

law and brutality, acts of oppressive discipline and extermination which refer to the totalitarian birth 

of an absolute inhuman condition in the modern world. Therefore, this text is going to study the 

specters of the concentration camp as its remains in the world of today, or as zones of an absolute 

indeterminacy which are active through the refugee camps, the factories in the third world labeled as 

labor camps, and the most horrifying terrorist and war prisoners’ camps. 

 

Keywords: concentration camp, zone of exception, Giorgio Agamben, capturing law, extreme zone, 

refugee camps. 
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Tatjana Jukid (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

PSYCHOANALYSIS AND THE WAR-ZONE: VICTOR TAUSK ON WWI 

Taking up Victor Tausk’s views on the specific conditions of psychoanalysis in WWI, I will address how 

this encounter affects a kind of zoning in what both psychoanalysis and the concept of a world war 

itself entail as a totalizing gesture. While that seems to lessen perhaps the importance of both to our 

grasp of the twentieth century – specifically where the twentieth century provides a scene of 

instruction to accessing the biopolitical – my presentation will focus on the emancipatory aspects of 

that encounter and of the zoning it implies. 

 

Keywords: psychoanalysis, world war, biopolitics, Victor Tausk. 
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Igor Jurilj (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

BREATHING LIFE INTO DIRT AND CLOUDS: REINVENTION OF PERTH IN TIM WINTON’S FICTION 

As James Joyce wanted to “give a picture of Dublin so complete that if the city suddenly disappeared 

from the Earth it could be reconstructed out of” Ulysses, so could Tim Winton’s modern Perth be 

reinvented and reconstructed from his seminal novel Cloudstreet, a modern classic which displays 

the configuration and inner logic of Perth – the ‘most isolated city in the world’.  

Its fictional configuration evokes the organicism of history and parallelisms of reinvention with the 

actual ‘conception’ of the Western Australian capital. As Joyce’s Dublin could be read from the 

Ulysses episodes, Winton’s creation of place from space in Australia is woven into his fictional 

landscape of either novels or short stories cycles which work to create community and reinscribe the 

modern Western Australian (post)colonial history through the principles of compression.  

 

Keywords: Tim Winton, Perth, modern Western Australia, fiction, city in literature. 
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Olga Karasik (Kazan Federal University, Kazan, Russian Federation) 

 

NEW YORK OF THE 1950s AND 2000s: J. SALINGER’S THE CATCHER IN THE RYE AND J.S. FOER’S 

EXTREMELY LOUD AND INCREDIBLY CLOSE  

In this paper, we plan to compare two American novels – J. Salinger’s The Catcher in the Rye (1951), 

the classic of the 20th century literature, and Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close (2005) by an 

outstanding young writer Jonathan Safran Foer.  

It is obvious that Foer continues the traditions of American classics describing the inner world of a 

young boy and his perception of the world of adults. As Holden Caulfield goes to New York to feel 

grown up, the main character of the novel Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close, Oscar Shell, is 

walking around the city with his own very “grown-up” aim. He is looking for the facts that may help 

him learn more about the death of his father who died in the World Trade Center on 9/11. During his 

“investigation”, Oscar visits Central Park, the Empire State Building and other places in New York, 

trying to overcome his fear of public transport that appeared after the terrorist attacks. Following 

Oscar through the city of New York, the reader has strong associations with The Catcher in the Rye.  

Both writers show the process of an American youth becoming an adult, and this evolution of the 

characters happens through their perception of New York. In this paper, we are going to focus our 

attention on the image of the city presented through the eyes of young boys, and compare post-war 

and post-9/11 New York.  

 

Keywords: American fiction, New York, city in literature, Salinger, Foer. 
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Biljana Kašid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia) 

 

“WOMANSPACE”, GEOBODIES AND BORDERLANDS 

The question of where the liberating spaces in contemporaneity are is a matter of urgency for 

feminists. By confronting the “realm” of the world(s) that (re)appear through the exposure of its 

multiple production of the dominant mappings as well as witnessing the various trends that have 

embedded anti/post-feminist signatures, I will try to explore the radical potentiality of feminist 

spaces. 

By taking the (female) body as a signification of the specific gender location and issue of positionality, 

I will present the distinctive positions of four feminist theorists whose work articulates feminist 

critical theorizing today, namely, Pamela Allara, Chandra Talpade Mohanty, Trinh T. Minh-ha and 

Gloria Anzaldúa who use different strategies to confront and subvert the matrix of global 

(capitalist/militaristic) spatiality. While on the one hand female bodies are marked as geobodies 

(Pamela Allara) that serve for issues of spatial economy of transnational capitalism and its 

exploratory regime, on the other hand they are used as counter-sites of gendered exploitation of 

labour, bodies marking borderlands or creating zones of resistance through the process of displacing, 

shifting positions, namely, disidentification, and with that, creating potentials for new framework(s), 

engagement and transgressive acting. By exploring their works, I will also try to “check” to what 

extent feminist spaces revitalise and expand the possibility for social change, or (re)evoke utopian 

hope. 

 

Keywords: feminist theory, geobodies, borderlands, Pamela Allara, Chandra Talpade Mohanty, Trinh 

T. Minh-ha, Gloria Anzaldúa. 
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Khwanchai Kerdbangnon (University of Vienna, Vienna, Austria) 

 

THAI PRIVATE HOSPITALS: MEDICAL ZONES FOR FOREIGN PATIENTS  

The problems of medical care such as medical costs, long waiting lists, and shifting demographic 

trends, make medical tourism become the latest and fastest growing segment in the tourism 

industry. The major countries competing for medical tourism in Asia are India, Singapore, Malaysia, 

and Thailand. Among these, Thailand has presented itself as the leader with more than 1.3 million 

visits in 2009. This study is aimed at exploring the development of medical tourism in Thailand and its 

impact on Thai society. The results show that medical tourism in Thailand was firstly related to 

outbound medical travel. For many decades, a lot of wealthy Thai patients went to the US and the UK 

for advanced medical treatments. However, the trend has been reversed during the past ten years. 

Thailand is not only the land to send patients to Western countries, but also the destination to admit 

foreign patients from developed countries. The popular Thai private hospitals for foreign patients are 

mostly located in Bangkok such as Bamrungrad, Samitivej, Yanhee, etc. However, medical tourism 

can bring both positive and negative impact to Thai society. For positive impact, medical tourism 

generates a value added approximately equal to 0.4% of the GDP. It helps raise income for the 

services sector, the tourist sector, and all related business, and it provides other intangible benefits. 

For negative impact, medical tourism can cause a shortage of Thai physicians and increased medical 

cost for self-paying Thais. This might lead to the problem of Thai patients to access Thai private 

hospitals. The Thai government, then, needs to develop medical tourism in the right direction to 

prevent Thai private hospitals from becoming the medical zones only for foreign patients.    

 

Keywords: medical tourism, private hospitals, Thailand, medical zones for foreign patients. 
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Ivana Keser Battista (University of Zagreb & Academy of Fine Arts in Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

ZONES OF GEOPOLITICAL INTERSECTIONS AND LEGACY OF THE THIRD CINEMA  

Aesthetic categories in Film Studies succumb to geopolitical divisions; consequences of interest in 

borders, resources, movements of people and capital, questions of territories and identities. Cinema 

is hard to judge without context. In Film Studies there are two conventional divisions as a result of 

territorial determination; the first follows economic development zones (First, Second, and Third 

World and accordingly First, Second and Third World Cinema). The second division is the First, 

Second and Third Cinema (please, note the distinction between Third Cinema and Third World 

Cinema). Third Cinema emerged in Latin America in the 1960s, later in Africa and Asia and originally 

presented aesthetic and political project that provoked power structures, whose goal was to activate 

the spectator, to question political and economic issues. Third Cinema used film as emancipation tool 

against neocolonialism and totalitarian regimes; it was against passive film-watching experience of 

commercial cinema (First and Second Cinema: dominant, mainstream and art cinema).  

In spite of perception that Third Cinema belongs to the past, its legacy continues to live in the recent 

worldwide production. Its strategies today are twofold: in the production of the Third World diaspora 

based in the First World, as well as in the practices of filmmakers of the First World who refuse the 

mainstream production and art cinema. Revaluation of Third Cinema emerges from new conditions: 

disappearance of the cold war/decentralization and deterritorialization of power/crisis of authority 

and institution of power/resistance to globalization as hegemony, politization of 

culture/transformation of culture into economy, relationship between individual and community, 

citizen and state. Third Cinema is today on the crossroad of interest zones: former Third World is 

largely absorbed by the field of postcolonial; studies of otherness, subaltern, nationalism, 

multiculturalism, tensions between cultural homogenization and cultural heterogenization, 

aesthetics of constant negotiation. 

 

Keywords: Third Cinema, neocolonialism, totalitarian regimes, commercial cinema. 
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Csilla Kiss (University of Western Hungary, Sopron, Hungary) 

 

THE SECOND PARIS COMMUNE IN THE Z.U.P. DYSTOPIAN URBAN LANDSCAPE IN JORGE SEMPRUN’S 

L’ALGARABIE  

The Second Paris Commune occupies a segment of the Left Bank and is separated from bourgeois 

Paris by the Wall. The territory is inhabited by a mixture of political emigrants, veterans of the 

Spanish Civil War, refugees from Franco, prophets of world-saving ideologies, Corsicans, mobsters, 

simple criminals and social misfits, crooks and prostitutes. Organized into gangs and self-defense 

organizations these inhabitants manage, rule and defend their territories and their members, while 

waging war against rival gangs, striking occasional deals, and fighting for daily survival, while trying to 

live normal lives of friendship, love, even art. 

This is the setup of Franco-Spanish writer, Jorge Semprun’s utopia – rather, dystopia – described in 

his most peculiar and intriguing novel, L’Algarabie (1981). The novel is a quest for identity: its main 

character, Rafael Artigas sets out to recover his original identity – that is, his papers – from under the 

ruins, in order to be able to return home to Spain. The novel is also an alternative history, a 

counterfactual investigation at its darkest: what would have happened had the movement of 1968 

been carried to its completion? The outcome is catastrophic: the cityscape is one of destruction. 

Besides creating a suitable atmosphere for the plot, this setting also reflects Semprun’s devastating 

opinion about 1968 as the mockery of revolution: the Second Commune is a farcical version of the 

first. In a larger context the story also shows Semprun’s disillusionment (and that of the Spanish 

émigrés) with revolutionary ideals, especially communism. It is a critique of the self-proclaimed 

avant-garde, but also a sort of self-criticism, a stocktaking of former hopes and illusions, and an effort 

to close the book on them.  

The paper will explore these topics of L’Algarabie, with a special focus on the role the imagined 

urban landscape plays in the plot, how it aids the development of the story, or what kind of 

symbolism is reflected through the alternative setting.  

 

Keywords: dystopia, Paris in literature, Jorge Semprun, fiction, Second Commune, urban landscape. 
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Borislav Kneževid (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

IMAGINED GEOGRAPHIES: ELIZABETH GASKELL’S NORTH AND SOUTH AND FREDRIC JAMESON’S 

COGNITIVE MAPPING 

The English industrial novel is a peculiar genre in the history of the English novel, not only for its 

focus on the capital/labor relation, but also for its imagination of the national community, which was 

an imagination often rendered in spatial terms, such as in Gaskell’s North and South. The industrial 

novel, as a particular form of the novel of the nation, also stumbled upon what historians would later 

call uneven developments, that is, differently structured social, cultural and economic systems which 

emerged and existed in mutual interactions and interdependences. The Gaskell novel implied an 

intensely dialogic relationship with the historical moment in which it was created, which in turn also 

required an imagination of economic, social and political relationships on several axes: between the 

industrial north and the aristocratic south of England, between the industrializing Britain and the 

Ireland devastated by British administration, between British and American cotton industries, etc. In 

this manner, the novel implied what today we might identify as a global perspective, even though it 

set out to address a seemingly local dynamic of capital/labor in a northern English industrial town. If 

we read the novel along these lines, it would appear that it performs a complex work of cognitive 

cartography that illuminates the functioning of local, national and global forces and junctures.  

However, the aim of this paper will not be so much to reconstruct this kind of geography, but rather 

to examine the character of its spatial figurative work, as well as its relationship to a different 

moment in historical time, one identified by Fredric Jameson as postmodernity. Jameson’s work also 

calls for patterns of thinking culture through geography, and his notion of cognitive mapping is 

eminently spatial in character. This paper will point to the need to examine theoretical consequences 

of the two kinds of spatial imagination from the two different historical eras. While the practice of 

social geography in the Gaskell novel was characterized by a habitus of epistemological optimism, or 

a belief that the social world is accessible to cognition, Jameson’s notion of cognitive mapping is 

underscored by a contradictory reliance on both the claim that contemporary capitalism is 

unrepresentable and a claim that it can be cognitively mapped. The focus of the paper will be on the 

analytical usefulness of the two uses of spatial imagination. 

 

Keywords: English industrial novel, industrial town, cognitive mapping, capitalism. 
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Ksenija Kondali (University of Sarajevo, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina) 

 

SURVIVAL ZONES AND IDENTITY IN MARGARET ATWOOD’S ORYX AND CRAKE 

The paper analyzes the postmodernist fictional construction of zones through the lens of Margaret 

Atwood’s work of speculative fiction, Oryx and Crake (2003). The dystopic novel presents a 

postmodernist world of the future after a plague-apocalypse in which the main protagonist struggles 

to survive and understand his predicament by exploring remembrances of his earlier life. Through 

these reminiscences, the zone inside the main protagonist’s mind becomes a site of destabilization of 

the past as narration alternates between two worlds: the protagonist’s present and past, between 

current time and retrospective time. Thus, an alternative space – internal and mobile, embedded in 

the protagonist’s memory – confronts an imagined future ruled by gigantic global biotech 

corporations zoned into privileged gated communities, completely self-contained shopping malls, 

and large, walled “Compounds,” engaged in deadly competition. The pervasive trope of the zones as 

the site of ontological alternation is also applied to examine the two worlds in collision: a 

postmodern universe of (at least virtual) plenty and rich, safe controlled spaces confronting the 

chaotic domain of the poor “pleeblands, ”the “real” world against the virtual zones of games fatally 

spiraling into the ontological abyss of insecurity. 

 

Keywords: postmodernist fiction, Margaret Atwood, dystopic novel, zone inside the mind, alternative 

space. 
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Ivana Krajačid (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

MAPPING THE METROPOLIS OF BLADE RUNNER: A COLLISION BETWEEN WORLDS  

The paper discusses the geographical and cultural aspects of space of Ridley Scott’s Blade Runner, 

namely its setting – Los Angeles, November 2019. The Los Angeles of 2019 is essentially a city of 

contradiction; high rises, pyramids and glass towers intermingle with revival architecture and 

historical buildings. Moreover, the metropolis of Blade Runner contains allusions to various cultural 

pasts; it quotes not only from different spatial structures but from temporal ones. Among other 

elements, the city of Blade Runner includes a set called “New York street”, built in 1919 and used in a 

number of Humphrey Bogart and James Cagney movies. Yet signs of classical Oriental mythology 

recur. Chinese dragons are revisited in neon lighting. A strong Egyptian element pervades the decor. 

The main assumption behind this paper is that the city itself is an appropriate setting for the yet to 

be defined zone between humans and “more human than human” replicants. By drawing upon the 

concept of McHale’s Zone that permits a collision between worlds and different ontological states in 

postmodern fiction, the paper identifies and analyzes urban spatial structure of Blade Runner, which 

serves as a zone that is founded upon the myth of the frontier that borders the world as we know it, 

and that undermines it at the same time. 

In addition to this, the paper also identifies the non-places of Marc Auge’s supermodernity in the 

Blade Runner setting, which induce physical and virtual sameness and soullessness. In contrast to 

traditional notion of places, where orientation and belonging are based on sedentary and localized 

inhabitation, non-places of the Blade Runner are designed to be experienced by mobile passengers, 

transitory tourists, itinerants, migrants, virtual workers, and replicants.  

 

Keywords: Blade Runner, Metropolis, McHale’s zone, myth of the frontiers. 
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Tarik Kulenovid (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

VALLEY AS A ZONE – CASE STUDY OF LJUTOČ VALLEY AND TOWN OF KULEN VAKUF, BOSNIA  

Ljutoč Valley and the City of Kulen Vakuf in Bosnia have many distinctive marks as a zone. It is a 

border region, mainly inhabited with members of one religion. Because of its geographical (valley 

surrounded with mountains) and political characteristics (border region), it developed specific 

cultural characteristics, which can be noticed in linguistic forms and traditions as well as in urban 

solutions. Religious difference also helped creating the zone, and the whole valley is defined as 

Muslim land. Its manifestations are visible in cultural heritage and architectural specifities 

throughout the valley. Geographical difference is visible in comparison to the nearby towns of Ripač 

and Bihad. Although they are mainly members of the same religion and nation living in the same 

geographical area, there’s always a difference between “us” (people from the valley) and “them” 

(people outside the valley). 

The aim of this paper is to show “zone characteristics” of this area, which are perpetuated through 

centuries and transmitted through generations, creating a strong sense of identity.  

 

Keywords: Zone, Islam, Bosnia, identity. 
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Jaroslav Kušnír (University of Prešov, Prešov, Slovakia) 

 

ZONES AND CONSTRUCTION OF IDENTITY: IDENTITY BOUNDARIES IN TOM CHO’S I, ROBOT AND 

PINOCCHIO (2009)  

In his recent short story collection, Look Who’s Morphing (2009), a contemporary Chinese-Australian 

author Tom Cho depicts young Chinese-Australian characters living in contemporary Australia. What 

is interesting is that Cho does not depict negative ethnic experience of these young characters, or as 

characters dramatically struggling for survival and cultural identity in a different country as known 

from traditional immigrant fiction. He depicts them as characters enjoying contemporary technology, 

media and popular culture in a cultural environment entirely different from their original culture. In 

Cho’s stories, the relationship between the generations, one born in China and the other already in 

Australia, creates an interethnic space through a depiction of which Tom Cho points out the 

formation of the transnational identity of the youngest generation of Chinese-Australians. Their 

identity is thus not diasporic as known from various definitions, but rather transnational as 

understood by Bill Ashcroft and other post-colonial critics (Vertovec, 2009i) and this transnational 

identity is influenced and formed by media and alternative spaces (popular culture, media, shopping 

malls) which construct their identity. In my paper, I will analyze Cho’s depiction of transnational 

identity creating a bordering space between different cultural contexts as manifested in his above 

short stories. At the same time, I will point out the way such a depiction of identity crosses limiting 

borders of traditional essentialist and diasporic concepts of identity and creates a specific space 

accommodating different cultural values.  In addition, I will point out Cho’s playful depiction of the 

role of popular and consumer culture on the formation of ethnic and individual’s identities of his 

characters and on their vision of the world.  

 

Keywords: identity, border, post-colonial, alternative space, popular culture, media, boundaries. 

                                                             
i Vertovec, S. Transnationalism. London: Routledge, 2009.  
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Justyna Laskowska-Otwinowska (University of Warsaw, Warsaw, Poland) 

 

THE EXPERIENCE OF CULTURAL CONTACT IN A REFUGEE CAMP. CONFRONTATIONS OF POLISH AND 

CHECHEN CULTURE 

A Chechen proverb says: “The eagle may have a nest only in the mountains.” It illustrates the 

reluctance of Chechens, on the one hand to live outside the homeland, and on the other hand to live 

in a closed area. Has indeed this nation been losing its ability of cultural reproduction while living in 

refugee centres?  

A centre for refugees is a specific place, referred to in specialist literature as a “total” institution, fully 

determining the character and the way of living of refugees. The totality of this institution means 

that with respect to its inhabitants the centre fulfils all existential functions. The facilities must be 

enclosed spaces, and the practice of controlling the entry and exit is exercised in them. Control is 

necessary because it introduces law and order and the necessary consensus between conflicting 

needs and behaviours of refugees that become apparent when a large number of people are forced 

to stay together within a small space.  

But maybe, in spite of all that, there is still the possibility of realising Chechen educational values in 

such conditions? I sought an answer by researching two centres in Poland. During open interviews, 

the respondents were asked to comment on the possibilities of the traditional socialisation of 

children during their stay in the centres. Often, however, the conversation took on the shape of 

reflection on the education of children in the spirit of Chechen culture in Poland in general, bringing 

an additional element of intercultural confrontation between the researcher and the respondents. 

This paper aims to demonstrate conclusions concerning these two phenomena in the refuge zone. 

 

Keywords: refugee camp, intercultural contact, cultural reproduction. 
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Atila Lukid (independent researcher), Gordan Maslov (University of Ljubljana, Ljubljana, Slovenia) 

 

HYGIENE OF PUBLIC SPACE: THE CASE OF CVJETNI TRG 

We can understand hygiene as any set of practices whose purpose is to preserve the health of a 

community, or more specifically as a set of “good habits”, a “healthy way of life”. In a more common 

usage of the term, Merriam Webster’s dictionary defines it as a “condition or practices conducive to 

health”(hugieinē technē literally means “the art of health”). Our intention here is to propose another 

potential use of this word in the context of space, the notion of “healthy space”, the one that 

effectively functions as a pedagogical tool essential for the reproduction of good/healthy citizens.  

The specific context for our analysis will be provided by a conflict which arose between property 

investor Tomo Horvatinčid (“Hoto Group”) and citizens’ initiative “Pravo na grad” (Right to the City). 

Starting in 2006, this conflict had steadily grown into a high profile public dispute, which in its 

foundation is a dispute between two ideas of the usage of public space. This seems crucial in the 

situation in which a growing number of urban areas are becoming more and more a locus for the 

reproduction of Capital, and, therefore, these kinds of conflicts are to be expected in the near future. 

Both groups tried to present their actions as those that would be in the best interest of the collective. 

Our interest here is to bring to the fore the ideological background which is used by both sides to 

evoke the image of the “public space”. We will try to analyze the different concepts of spatiality held 

by each group, and, more precisely, underneath the public confrontation we will try to refer to 

implicit and hidden fantasy of social space and the ideas of its purity, intactness held by opposing 

groups. We will argue that it is crucial to understand the fantasmatic coordinates of this space, since 

it will define the way in which both groups structure the consummation of public spaces, the way 

they are inexplicably linked to the temporality, the way they refer to and define the social body. 

We will try to present, through analysis of the groups media discourses, that the two dominant 

discourses about the usage of Public Space (“Cvjetni trg”/ Flower Square) are in “essence” 

universalizing discourses about the hygiene of public space. They represent no practice of “good 

habits” but both present themselves as a teleology of hygiene. 

 

Keywords: hygiene, public space, fantasy, Pravo na grad (Right to the City), Tomo Horvatinčid. 
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Marko Lukid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia) 

 

POST-APOCALYPTIC SPACES: ZOMBIE NARRATIVES AND SHOPPING MALLS  

When discussing various horror narratives, it is the “monsters” and the (un)fortunate heroes and 

heroines that are usually at the center of a specific analysis. Their mutual interaction placed within a 

defined temporal and cultural context offers numerous interpretations of various social and/or 

national anxieties relevant for that time in history. What is usually neglected and understood only as 

the background is the spatial factor that, among other things, provides the necessary distinctiveness 

so avidly sought by authors. The diachronic development of the spaces of horror, starting with the 

now stereotypic 19th century castles and monasteries, soon replaced by houses and finally cities, 

becomes additionally fragmented within the (post)modern imaginarium. A potential “fragment” 

imbued with meaning can be found within zombie narratives, especially in George Romero’s Dawn of 

the Dead (1978) or the 2004 version by Zack Snyder. Both narratives offer the space of a shopping 

mall as the locus of salvation and a capitalist/consumerist utopia simultaneously opposing it to the 

post-apocalyptic, corps infested space located outside the walls of the mall. Within this context the 

otherwise pleasurable and safe environment of the mall becomes a site of imprisonment, anxiety 

and finally horror, but at the same time it contributes to the construction of a direct social critique 

focused on both the tendency to seek “refuge” within consumerist fantasies and the political “urge” 

(after 9/11) to impose consumerism as remedy for a national trauma. 

 

Key words: horror narratives, zombies, 9/11, shopping mall, movies, consumerism. 
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Robert Manning (Quincy University, Illinois, USA) 

 

THE UNETHICAL SPACE OF TOTALITY AND THE POSSIBILITY OF ETHICAL SPACE FOR LEVINAS 

In this paper I reflect on the work of the American theoretical geographer Edward Soja and the Italian 

philosopher Giorgio Agamben in order to discuss the concept of space in the work of the great 

French philosopher of the Other, Emmanuel Levinas. Soja in his Thirdspace argues that at the end of 

the 20th century scholars and citizens have “begun to think about the spatiality of human life in much 

the same way that we have persistently approached life’s intrinsic and richly revealing historical and 

social qualities: its historicality and sociality” (p. 3). In this paper I argue that Soja’s insight here can 

help us understand the great extent to which Levinas is always concerned about what Soja believes is 

that too neglected aspect of human existence, its spatiality. Levinas’s hyperconcern for ethics and 

justice leads him to have a very suspicious reading of the spatiality of human existence in several 

ways. Agamben’s work on Homo Sacer on the Camp helps us to better understand the inextricable 

link between what Levinas calls totality and lived human spatiality. Totality for Levinas always makes 

itself spatial in human existence, which renders space the site of power, control, and violence. 

Levinas is even deeply suspicious of those public spaces of enjoyment so valued by Soja’s 

contemporary scholars and citizens, spaces like cafes, bars, parks, etc.   

Given Levinas’s deep suspicion of space, the question then becomes: Does Levinas hold open the 

possibility of genuinely ethical space? I suggest a positive answer by reading Levinas’s 1975 Talmudic 

reading on the Biblical story of Noah. The discussion among the rabbis Levinas leads us through here 

about the question of how the door to the ark is shut invites us to think about the type of space that 

Levinas may consider ethical: one that always remains open to others. 

 

Keywords: space, spatiality, ethics, Levinas. 
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Dario Maršanid (University of Rijeka, Rijeka, Croatia), Šime Vučetid (University of Rijeka, Rijeka, 

Croatia) 

 

PLANNING TOURISM ZONES OF THE COASTAL AREA IN THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA 

This article speaks about the criteria for planning tourism zones of the coastal area in the Republic of 

Croatia. The criteria have been elaborated as guidelines for the preparation of physical plans of the 

Adriatic coast and as an expert background document for the preparation of subordinate legislative 

documents. They are applied to the entire Adriatic area of the Republic of Croatia comprising the 

coast, the hinterland, islands and peninsulas. On the basis of these criteria, control and monitoring of 

physical plans – physical plans of counties and physical plans of local self-government units – shall be 

carried out. Physical planning criteria are continuously coordinated with development changes in 

space and adapted to acts and regulations. Through analysis of the physical planning documentation 

(physical plans of counties and physical plans of local self-government units), this article will show 

that tourism zones are prevalently planned in the protected coastal area, almost exclusively along 

the coastline.  
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Tavi Meraud (Yale University) 

 

HOW ART DISCLOSES THE ZONE 

One of the defining characteristics of Foucault’s “heterotopia” is its tangible reality, but also the 

simultaneous instability of this tangibility. This is what we learn from Foucault’s examination of 

mirror. McHale’s account of the Zone draws heavily from the earlier Foucauldian concept, but as this 

latter project is to examine postmodern literary fiction, “the Zone” is a distillation of this tension 

between the ir/real. One of the background assumptions of my paper is that this notion of the Zone 

or the Zone as a or the heterotopia is a very powerful heuristic for examining the kinds of ecstatic 

experiences that art generates – in particular installation art and art that thematizes space – both the 

making and perception of art (the ambiguity is intentional because the assumption here is that the 

intuitions employed in both are the same). And more importantly, for understanding these ecstases 

as moments that allow for acute critical engagement with the world, society and culture. 

Coming from a background of phenomenology as well as being a “practioner” of art in a time when 

the discourses on both spatiality as well as what I am going to call the applicative potential of 

aesthetic experiences is experiencing a kind of heyday, I want to examine how art fits into the 

geography (or the psychogeography) of our experience of the world. Specifically, how it can be 

understood to be a mirror in the way Foucault engages with this figure. Not simply as reflective 

apparatus, but as something that gives us critical insight in our present, real condition, by way of this 

scintillating instability between the real and unreal. 

I begin with using tools from phenomenology, as phenomenology is meant to be most original 

science of experiences. In brief, phenomenology provides us a way to understand art or the artist as 

possessing a singularly critical intuition with regards to the world, it reveals our “transcendental 

subjectivity,” that we ‘constitute’ our world. And as such, art seems to have the potential for being 

the “ultimate” critical apparatus. 

But one of the problems with the phenomenological picture is how we understand this world, for 

there is the paradox of simultaneously being a transcendental and empirical ego. I will mobilize 

Foucault’s third principle, superimposition, as well as McHale’s account of interpolation to aid in 

resolving this paradox. And as such strengthen the understanding of the tangibly critical potential of 

art’s ecstatic intrusions into our quotidian. 

 

Keywords: ecstatic experience, art, zone, discourses on spatiality, phenomenology, Foucault. 
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Cristina Milos 

 

NARRATIVE AND MYTHIC EXPERIENCE IN THE MODERNIST AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL NOVEL  

Based on the new theories of neuropsychology (studies of A. Damasio, V. S. Ramachandran, O. Sacks 

etc.) which relate the religious experiences to the brain’s functions and narrative, my paper speaks 

about the mechanism of the narrative discourse of the modernist autobiographical novel which is 

able to impose an ontological signification to the narrative as to disclose the identity. Even if the 

poetics of the modernist novel are deeply grounded in the phenomenological system of psychology, 

starting E. Mach and W. James, and descending from the tradition of English empiricism of Locke and 

D. Hume, and also from the philosophy of H. Bergson, Husserl and Jean-Paul Sartre, the vanishing 

time of the perceptive subject reclaimed by these systems can be transformed in fixity, in space, 

generating a particular kind of mythic experience. Focusing on the novels like D. J. Salinger, Catcher 

in the Rye, V. Woolf, The Waves, J. Joyce, The Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, classified by the 

literary critics like being plotless, my paper demonstrates that the principle of order and identity 

sense transformation is given by the narrative discourse elements in connection with the mental 

field. 

 

Key words: mind, narrative discourse, space, identity construction, mythic experience. 



2011 RHSS: The Zone and Zones – Radical Spatiality in Our Times 
 

61 
 

Homa S. Mousavi (Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran) 

 

POSTHUMAN IDENTITIES IN ORYX AND CRAKE AND THE YEAR OF THE FLOOD BY MARGARET 

ATWOOD 

The notion of Posthuman identity in the new world rule has been an issue of great importance since 

the 1980s and the flourishing of science fiction genre containing the notion. Considering 

Posthumanism as a critical reading of some notions of humanism focus of which in this paper is 

identity, we would come up with new definitions of humanity and human identity. Donna Haraway’s 

Cyborg, as the new figure of human being, constructed from cybernetic and organic parts has a 

significant role in the definition of new identity. The article, focusing on the novels Oryx and Crake, 

and The Year of the Flood by Margaret Atwood, will discuss the deconstruction of the unified “I” of 

humanism and mankind’s superiority to nature. With deconstruction of humanity’s wholeness, 

cyborg figure and its partial identity emerge. Moreover, the presence of cyborg figure also challenges 

the hierarchy of the maker and the made which is also going to be elaborated in the paper. 

 

Key words: Posthumanism, Atwood, cyborg, fractured identities, hierarchy.  
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Olga Orlid (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

BORDER ZONE. A PLACE FOR CREATING AN IMAGINED IDENTITY  

In the field of anthropology the borders have a very special place. They have been recognized as key 

points for creating one’s own identity (Barth, 1969) and since then the inexhaustible field of study 

(for example Meinhof, 2003). If the border is the national one, it usually imposes to the inhabitants 

of the border zones certain formal way of expressing their identity (e.g. Brumen, 1996). But living in 

the border zone offers an opportunity to “bypass” these formal identifications. It can also offer an 

opportunity for creating a number of “desirable (therefore imagined) zones of belonging” or 

“imagined identities” and the way these imagined identities are being represented. If the Region of 

Istria is perceived primarily as a region bordering the European Union, it is easier to understand the 

rhetoric of belonging to Europe noticed during the research, carried out by the Institute for 

Anthropological Research, on identification processes in the Region of Istria among the interlocutors 

in their private discourses. Although the rhetoric of belonging to Europe has become commonplace 

in the public discourses of the politicians and other public persons in Croatia, it is even more 

emphasized in the region of Istria. The rationalization for this kind of rhetoric varies, but two topics 

seem more prominent: geographical location of the region on the present borders of the European 

Union, and the history of “not belonging” to the contemporary Croatian national territory. The 

results of the research have shown that space and time (border zone and its history) make the weft 

for the discourse of Istria being more European then other parts of Croatia, although this kind of 

attitudes are being challenged by some interlocutors. I will try to show how this imagined “more 

European” identity is expressed and negotiated by the inhabitants of the region of Istria. 

 

Keywords: borders, identity, Istria, belonging, imagined identity. 
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Tomislav Oroz (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia), Sandra Urem (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia) 

 

AN ISLAND THAT SINKS – RECONFIGURING THE SPACE OF THE ISLAND OF OLIB BETWEEN POPULAR 

PERCEPTIONS AND TRANSNATIONAL PRACTICES OF ISLANDERS 

In this paper the authors take the current conceptual and imagological surveys of islands present in 

literature, films and popular culture in general as their starting point. However, they deepen the 

analysis of the ontological position of “the island” with results of their own field research of return 

migration on the island of Olib. As the island’s present and past are marked by emigration, the 

authors place an emphasis on the return migration trend among the senior population that decides 

to spend their retirement on Olib. These inhabitants adjust the image of the island to their own 

memories and migrant experiences. The authors deconstruct the publicly accepted image of the 

island as isolated, conservative and static space locked to the past. By focusing on return migration to 

the island of Olib, they attempt to distance themselves from the dominant perceptions of the island 

and point to multilayered experiences and usages of the island, by means of which the island 

microcosm is constructed as a space of continuous fluctuation of ideas, lifestyles and diverse cultural 

practices. The contemporary reshaping of the island and a potential for its symbolic recapturing from 

the imagery of “the glorious past” is analyzed within the net of relationships among local inhabitants, 

returnees from the United States, Bosnian refugees that have made Olib their home in the after war 

period and several individuals who use the island as a space of escape and/or contemplation. The 

authors observe the multilayered paradigm of “islandness”, which covers various interpretations of 

the island’s identity. They contrast existent patterns of imagery and perspectives from the past with 

contemporary usages and perceptions of the space of the island that influence the creation of the 

new island identity. They discuss the paradox created by the existence of two trends: the urgency of 

making a change on the “island that sinks”, which is a reference to the aging of the island population 

on the one hand, and “the island fjaka” (an idle state of mind and body), which defers the 

apocalyptic view of the island’s future, on the other. In this way diverse points of view of different 

agents of Olib are brought together, and the way their relations influence cultural inscription and the 

reshaping of the island’s symbolic geography is analyzed.  

 

Keywords: Olib, space of the island, return migration, perceptions of the island. 
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Maja Pandžid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia) 

 

WOMEN IN THE ZONE OF SEXUAL POLITICS OF DETECTIVE FICTION 

The center of my presentation is women’s detective fiction with a female private eye as the main 

character. These women not only solve cases but depict the background of sexual politics within a 

traditionally male sphere. I intend to chart the process of overtaking this exclusively male spatial 

zone by female detectives through analysis of novels by Sue Grafton (“A” is for Alibi) and Sara 

Paretsky (Indemnity Only) who were the pioneers of women’s “private eye” fiction. In my 

interpretation I rely on various feminist theories with emphasis on spatiality, such as Virginia Woolf’s 

A Room of One’s Own. The interpretation will show that the female private eye’s gradual entrance 

into the male domain coincides with the overtake of the “hard boiled” private eye fiction written 

exclusively by men in the 1920s and 30s in which women were very often either femme fatale killers 

or useless objects. In other words, the detective novel became another warzone of sexual political 

struggle, rising with the second wave feminism. Therefore, I will show how female detectives 

deconstruct the notion that women “could desire no greater destiny than to glory in their own 

femininity” (Friedan, 15) by aspiring to achieve goals that were usually assigned to male public 

sphere and by refusing to comply to traditionally female static domestic sphere of unjust social 

relations in which women are always subjected. While their home is being violently ransacked due to 

their involvement in the job, which indicates a male attempt to penetrate into a traditional female 

sanctuary as a form of enforcing patriarchal norms, their offices are either miniature or dilapidated 

emphasizing the struggle of women to find a back door into the male profession of detecting. At the 

end they manage to conquer all of the male planted obstacles and reconstruct their homes and 

offices on their own terms. Ergo, this presentation will show how women primarily deconstruct 

identity assigned to them by patriarchy through spatial division, and also how they establish new 

identities of/on their own by infiltrating a male dominated zone.   

 

Keywords: “private eye”, fiction, femininity, deconstructing identity, sexual politics. 
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Ana Pantea (Romanian Academy, Iasi Branch, Romania) 

 

ROOTS OR WINGS? ON THE RECONSTRUCTION OF COMMUNITIES TODAY 

Contemporary community structures are no longer based on the principles formulated by the 

national states but are constructed in a more international or cosmopolitan manner. As a 

consequence, our living spaces are not anymore conceived on the classical opposition between 

exclusion and inclusion of a group in a particular space. Briefly formulated, we are living in an age of 

flows (M. Castells, U. Bech, N. Rose). In everyday life, this means we are living in more than one 

single national state, more than one single culture; our identity is multifold, and our way of 

understanding “the Others” has changed. This idea has two main consequences: on the one hand, it 

can be assessed that our roots are more relevant today than ever before for creating a sense of 

solidarity, identity and a strong sense of community. On the other hand, the impact of transnational 

migration, of virtual spaces in our daily lives has fundamentally transformed the perception of our 

cosmos, homes, the view on friend-enemy relationship, and our value system. In such extend, 

“community building” is considered a major task for contemporary welfare states, local governments 

or companies. But terms such as “ethical community”, “responsible community” or “common values” 

are often instrumentalised for maintaining social and territorial control in the contemporary states. 

The aim of the present paper is to analyze the relationship between state-community-responsibility 

in a context in which the space of ex/inclusion and civility had been transformed. The last part of the 

paper is a case study presenting the failure of the re-enactment plan of a territorially and socially 

fragmented community in Eastern European (Pata Rat, Cluj County, Romania). 

 

Key words: social philosophy, community, responsibility, ex/inclusion. 
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Ana Perinid Lewis (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

WHEN THE ISLAND FAILS TO PERCEIVE ITS OWN EAST... 

Due to its geographic specificities, the island perspective of space is different from the mainland one. 

It presents a double challenge due to island’s geographic specificity and perception of territoriality, 

which has always been questioned and inconsistent. Hvar is frequently described as “the sunniest 

Croatian island”, “the heart of the Mediterranean” and “the Croatian Madeira”, but these statements 

only refer to the western part of the island. Its eastern, rocky part is not considered “Mediterranean” 

and its inhabitants are stereotyped as island highlanders, often as non-islanders. It carries the 

historical administrative name Plame and no permanent settlements existed here before the 14th 

century. From the 15th to the 18th century, when the settlers from the existing island towns and from 

the inland formed settlements under direction of the Republic of Venice and its political and legal 

systems that offered different privileges to settlers and old inhabitants, it became a space for the 

construction of Otherness. A set of assumptions about Others and space of the Other was created 

that can be traced back 500 years in time. A complex system of boundaries was constructed, 

imaginary, rather than physical. Laying of boundaries was based on the mental division of one’s own 

space and the space of the Other (Said, 1979) drawn from the point of view of the settlement and its 

differentiation from Others and their space, and on avoiding immediate neighborhood. Plame, 

established and defined by the Statute of the Hvar Medieval commune, ceased to exist in 

administrative and legal terms, but remains very alive in the island imagery, stereotypes and 

cartography of Otherness. 

 

Keywords: island/mainland, territoriality, Hvar, space of the Other, imaginary boundaries. 
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Aco Peroski (University Ss. Cyril and Methodius, Skopje, Macedonia) 

 

LIMINAL ZONES: THE MARGIN AS IMPOSSIBLE SPACE 

This text is to research the phenomenon of liminal zones defined as the contiguous space between 

two or more clearly different spaces or entities. Liminal zones are immanently zones of intensity, 

which concerns all liminal phenomena and is due to the tensions from the contact between two or 

more different, opposite, or even contradictory entities. Moreover, liminal zones are also 

immanently related to the phenomenon of becoming – they are always in a process of transforming 

and becoming something else – that essentially can never be completed since it is always directed to 

at least two options. Hence, liminal zones are always meeting standards, self-affirming and self-

realizing, and are thus always problematic zones. This status of liminal zones results in the need for 

them to constantly be controlled, conquered, emancipated, transformed into a model acceptable for 

the centres between which they are located. The Balkans are one such in-between zone between the 

Orient and the Occident, a zone of multiple conflicts of interest, as well as a zone of eternal 

becoming and of non-identification – since their own borders are unclear, since their internal 

structure is constantly changing, their inner content vague, their development unstable, their status 

indeterminate, their identity hybrid and multiple. Hence, one could also define liminal zones as zones 

of imaginary property, that is, as a sort of impossible space implying a need for interpretation and 

more profound understanding.  

 

Keywords: liminal zone, problematic zones, the Balkans. 
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Rajko Petkovid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia), Krešimir Vukovid (University of Zadar, Zadar, 

Croatia) 

 

THE TRANSITION FROM URBAN TO APOCALYPTIC SPATIALITY IN AMERICAN FILM  

The idea of spatiality is one of the important paradigms in both American literature and film. From its 

very beginning, the American film has balanced between the ideas of depicting serene rural 

communities and dynamic, frightening urban landscapes. Two films from the late twenties – The 

Crowd and Sunrise: A Song of Two Humans – epitomize the transition from rural to urban setting, 

exploring the rise of industrialization and gradual urban development. Echoing the ongoing political 

crisis, films from the forties and fifties have explored the idea of radical psychological states in 

modern metropolis, investigating the landscape of the mind, as opposed to action-oriented heroes of 

mainstream American films. The state of paranoia, induced by the nuclear threat in the world, is 

vividly described in classics of film noir – The Lady from Shanghai and Kiss Me Deadly, with their 

embedded apocalyptic subtext, where cities are seen as zones of both aggressive urban expansion 

but also as potential zones of nuclear annihilation. The Incredible Shrinking Man, a classic of science-

fiction genre, goes even further in exploring the idea of technology creating radical spatiality. These 

ideas are susceptible to many theoretical frameworks, as exemplified by Lefebvre, Foucault, and 

especially Soja, who devotes much of his work to exploring urban spatiality, especially in his analysis 

of Los Angeles.  

 

Keywords: American film, rural and urban setting, film noir, radical psychological states, paranoia, 

urban and apocalyptic spatiality. 
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Duško Petrovid (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

DELOCALIZED STATE OF EXCEPTION 

Leaning on Agamben’s concept of the normalized state of exception, the paper will analyse the 

emergence of zones where the normal state and the state of exception are directly overlapped. The 

paper will show that, contrary to standard opinion, these zones are not just localized at asylum 

centers, camps or borders. In the current condition they became spaceless and delocalized. They are 

not tied to a specific territory, border or state. These zones have variable geometry that is not 

connected to territorially and politically defined space but they follow specific biopolitical production 

of power. The emergence of these zones is a matter of strict hierarchy. In accordance with that, for 

some groups of people the whole continents are lawless zones and for some state of exception 

emerges for a brief transitory moment. So, state of exception has a variable geometry that depends 

on biopolitical production of power and not on territorially organized political communities.   

 

Keywords: asylum, centers, camps, borders, territoriality.   
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Tomislav Pletenac (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

BUILDING SITE AS AN IDEOLOGICAL SIGHT: CASE OF SHOPPING MALL IN ZAGREB  

“I am over there, there where I am not, a sort of shadow that gives my own visibility to myself, that 

enables me to see myself there where I am absent…”  (Foucault, Of Other Spaces, 1967.) 

In spring this year a new shopping mall was built in Zagreb in the center of the city. Preparation and 

building of it produced huge civil riots which at one occasion ended with imprisonment of more than 

a hundred activists who were showing passive resistance by sitting on the building site. Building 

entrepreneur Tomo Horvatinčid, contrary to local regulation, supported by local authorities and 

public money, changed the whole area around the mall so that he could build enough parking places 

under it. This text will try to analyze, through the concept of heterotopias (linked firmly to McHale’s 

concept of zone), why building of that mall evoked so much emotional investment on both of the 

confronted sides.  

If mirror is one of key examples of heterotopias for Foucault, as borderline between utopia (non-

place) and reality, then we shall try to understand the process of visual restructuring of the 

environment through the same metaphor. Buildings in this light can be conceived as physical 

products of the utopian idea. This relationship is obvious in architecture of prison, public houses or 

clinics where the production of space is in direct relation to the society ideal. In these spaces we are 

invited to see ourselves through one ideal. For example, our sick bodies are traveling from one 

department to another in clinic, which gives us the possibility to conceptualize our body as lacerated 

body. Moreover, due to impossibility of the discourse to fully describe subject he/she is forced to 

produce a phantasm as an answer to the question: What Other wants from me? This emptiness of 

the Other is a gaze directed back at us that simultaneously forces us to invent what is missing, and 

there an ideological sight is produced. 

 

Key words: heterotopias, phantasm, architecture, space, ideology, Zagreb. 
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Vanja Polid (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

FIRST NATIONS IN CANADA: ZONES AND OTHER ZONES  

This paper will discuss the construction of different Canadian zones based on the Western and Native 

epistemology as represented in Native Canadian novels – Eden Robinson’s Monkey Beach (2000), 

Joseph Boyden’s The Three Day Road (2005), Thomas King’s Green Grass, Running Water (1993), and 

Michael Crummey’s River Thieves (2001). The concept of zone(s) will be used here to juxtapose, on 

the one hand, the notions of segmentation of the western concept of time-space as divided into 

past-present-future and, on the other hand, the non-fragmented time-space continuum as present in 

the First Nations writing.  

Furthermore, “the myth of Native past” as well as Native Creation stories will be shown not only to 

inhabit the prehistoric times before man, but rather to imbue the present times, thus entering into 

and challenging the “zone” of the “white world”. In other words, the Western notion of pastness will 

be juxtaposed to fluidity of time-space in the Native perception. 

The suggested Native Canadian novels will be analysed from two literary-critical perspectives or 

diverse zones of theoretical thought: the Western, i.e. Eurocentric one which, among others, uses 

notions such as postmodernism and magic realism, as well as postcolonialism to explain/analyse the 

heterotopias of the Native world(s). The other reading will include some of the Native critical 

approaches to Native literature, as offered, e.g., by Thomas King in his classification of literature into 

tribal, polemic, associational and interfusional, Willie Ermine’s aboriginal epistemology, and Thomson 

Highway’s comparing mythologies.  

It will be argued that these culturally differing notions of time affect the perceptions of the space and 

the constitution of the world, showing the heterotopias of the Canadian literary landscape. 

 

Keywords: Canadian zones, Western and Native epistemology, Native Canadian novels, time-space 

continuum. 
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Vlad Popovici (Babeş-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, Romania) 

 

THE POLITICAL DETENTION ZONES AND THEIR INHABITANTS IN DUALIST HUNGARY (1880s TO 1918) 

In Dualist Hungary it was not uncommon for radical nationalist public figures to be trialed and 

imprisoned following “press offences”. The sentences varied from a few weeks to several years. 

Major political and journalistic Romanian leaders spent years inside Hungary’s political prisons, some 

of them leaving consistent memoires and correspondence on this topic. Having different educational 

and social backgrounds, sometimes opposite ideological orientations, the political detention was one 

of the few experiences they all had in common. The political imprisonment had different rules from 

the common law one, allowing a larger area of movement and wider contact with visitors. These 

premises conduct to the image of the political detention space (the prison and its surroundings) as a 

particular zone, with special rules, special inhabitants and special types of interactions.   

Our paper intends to focus mainly on the mutual relation between the prison and the inmates, 

identifying the ways in which one inflicted changes to the other, both physically and – in the human 

case – mentally. From the human perspective, we aim at comparing the individual perception of the 

prison space, the ways in which the people organized the zone trying to “domesticate” it, relate it to 

their background, previous lifestyle and expectations. The impact of the zone is also worthy of 

attention: although each individual responded to detention in a particular way, some major 

categories of reactions can be identified, from negation and pathological behaviour to full 

acceptance, getting accustomed to it and integration. Finally, the first-hand experience of outsiders 

(family, visitors) will round off the perspective, allowing us to draw conclusions regarding this 

particular kind of zone and the impact on its temporary inhabitants.    

 

Keywords: political detention, Dualist Hungary, memoires, prison customs.    
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Divya Rajeswari Swaminathan (University of Madras, Chennai, India), T. Vasantha Kumaran 

(University of Muenster, Muenster, Germany) 

 

SENSE OF PLACE, COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND CULTURE: LEARNING FROM THE “MARGINS” 

In this paper we try to connect with a “sense of place” in our efforts at engaging rural and urban 

communities, in an essentially cultural context. We feel that we are also clinging to a culture of the 

“margins” for learning experiences because that is where the potential for learning is greater. We do 

understand that there is a need for making sense of the words and phrases in the title, for brevity. 

For us, the most important and crucial word here is the “Margins”. The other two phrases- Sense of 

Place and Community Engagement and Culture, their meanings and understanding, depend upon the 

word “Margins”. 

The paper will have two planes of discussion: One is the Local – Global Plane, and the discussion will 

speak of how we are Global even as we are in the Local. We are Local – Global practitioners of 

Geography, thinking globally and acting locally, in the very spirit of the contemporary development 

discourse, namely, Sustainable Development, which is a current geographical paradigm. The other is 

a plane for engaging the Margins with a Sense-of-Place (or even a sense of placelessness) to self- 

organize, self-monitor and self-evaluate. The paper will thus discuss the Plane of Dilemma of 

Differences, in their cultural, social, temporal and spatial manifestations and offer a challenge to our 

current ways of thinking. 

A stronger ‘sense of place’ creates stronger social networks, which in turn creates more resilient local 

communities. The paper looks positively at the communities locally anchored and globally poised for 

development; we present case studies- (a) Community Action Planning for Ecological Restoration and 

Sustainable Livelihoods in the Kambam Valley of Theni district in Tamil Nadu, and (b) An Adaptive 

Ecosystem Approach to Environment and Health in Chennai. The essence of the paper is ‘community 

engaged research’ with a commitment to Local – Global catchment consciousness. 

 

Keywords: sense of place, social networks, the margins, Plane of Dilemma of Differences. 



2011 RHSS: The Zone and Zones – Radical Spatiality in Our Times 
 

74 
 

Selma Raljevid (Džemal Bijedid University, Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina) 

 

THE REFORMULATION OF HIROSHIMA PAST AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF IDENTITY IN GERALD 

VIZENOR’S HIROSHIMA BUGI: ATOMU 57 

This paper discusses Gerald Vizenor’s 2003 novel Hiroshima Bugi: Atomu 57 within the context of the 

construction of identity in post-World War II Japan and the Native American community of the White 

Earth Reservation as well as Vizenor’s imaginative reformulation of Hiroshima’s past by nativizing a 

contemporary social situation in order to present a more complex vision of reality than those forms 

of writing generally recognized as factual. Through analysis of Vizenor’s kabuki meditation on 

“survivance” after nuclear devastation, the paper will explore the contact-zones between the Ainu, 

the indigenous natives of the island of northern Japan, and Anishinaabe, the Native American tribe to 

which the writer belongs. 

The aim of this paper is to focus on Vizenor’s practice of survivance as natural reason that strives not 

toward loss but renewal and continuity of an active sense of presence in the future rather than 

memorializing the past, especially if that past is captured in simulation of dominance in museums, 

such as the Peace Memorial Museum in Hiroshima. His Hiroshima builds its story across cultures, 

weaving Japanese culture and history with the Anishinaabe and using a satirical deconstruction of a 

simulated construction made on immediate atomic destruction in Hiroshima. Moreover, the paper 

explores the construction of identity in Hiroshima Bugi: Atomu 57 that resists boundaries and 

singularity in many ways, not in a position of victim, but celebrating survivance of the marginal 

individuality. 

 

Keywords: Hiroshima past, construction of identity, Gerald Vizenor, post-World War II Japan, White 

Earth Reservation. 



2011 RHSS: The Zone and Zones – Radical Spatiality in Our Times 
 

75 
 

Martijn de Ruijter (Tilburg University, Tilburg, Netherlands), Inez Schippers (Tilburg University, 

Tilburg, Netherlands) 

 

THE RITUAL ‘ZONE’: LOOKING AT PLACE AND SPACE VIA CONTEMPORARY PRACTICES OF SACRALITY 

The popularity of rituals is rising, resulting in an ever-growing attention from a variety of scientific 

disciplines. Apparently, rituals provide us with important knowledge about ourselves and the way we 

inhabit and organize the world around us.  

Part of the Religion and Ritual research group of the highly acclaimed Faculty of Humanities at Tilburg 

University in the Netherlands, focuses on sacred space and ritual practices. Not in a conventional 

way, but by trying to look beyond the traditional locations (church, mosque, synagogue) toward 

newly emerging sacred zones. We apply this point of view on specific and contemporary locations 

and situations in the Dutch society. Modern pilgrimage sites, public commemorative monuments, 

cancer forests and prisons are the kinds of places that are layed under scrutiny.  

In this presentation two junior members of the programme will offer an insight in the general 

themes, concepts and theoretical frameworks of its research. They will explicate some of these 

themes, concepts and frameworks with their own currently running research projects, respectively 

the sacred spaces in recently built large suburban areas and the ritual repertoires of rest and nursing 

homes. Both projects focus strongly on place in the light of a ‘Lefèbvrian triade’. They draw lines 

between the place itself, the spatial practices, and the ideals underlying the two. Within this triade 

several processes of spatiality such as creation of identity, exclusion of deviancy, marginalization, 

ordinariness and political struggle continuously intermingle 

Specifically for this conference the presenters will aim to visualize how the performance of rituals, 

both secular and religious, can actively create meaningful, yet often contested, space within existing 

places. They will link this creation of meaningful spaces to different concepts of zone (Lefèbvre, 

Foucault, Augé, Post & Ingold) to demonstrate how the unique perspective of religion and ritual can 

functionally add to our general understanding of space and place and the different ways of dealing 

with it. 

 

Keywords: Religion, ritual, sacrality, space and place, suburban areas, rest and nursing homes. 
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Dario Saftich (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

THE ROLE OF LITERATURE IN BORDER AREAS 

In border areas the manner in which we perceive others’ identity, and hence even our own in the 

mirror, inevitably depends on stereotypes, prejudices and assumptions, which continue to live even 

long after the historical circumstances in which they were bred have disappeared. Literary works can 

serve in assisting our understanding of these stereotypes’ core better than tedious historical 

chronicles. Although the events and names may be partially fictional, the characters’ psychological 

characteristics, their way of thinking, their hardships within society reveal to us that society’s very 

spirit, or that of a specific social class. In areas where the force of historical circumstance caused 

acquaintance and interleaving of languages and cultures, national histories provide us with a display 

showing the historical relationships of certain ethnicities, historical events. However, they are unable 

to truly depict what occurred in these situations in terms of specific human destinies. Because more 

so than elsewhere, within these zones of intercultural contact, history has toyed with people’s 

destinies, left traces which can be observed in the lingual interweaving not only between different 

areas, cities, social classes, but even within families and an individual’s life phases.  Literary texts 

show us how an individual thinks. Within territories inhabited by different ethnic, lingual or religious 

groups, it is necessary to develop an educational system which is to be inspired by principles of 

intellectual dialogue, in which singularity will be replaced with plurality. Literature can prove an 

important instrument in the upbringing of democratic citizenry. Because literature is that which is 

applied, it becomes what we decide it must. Therefore, one should aspire to schooling tailored to 

different identities, starting with literature. This doesn’t entail mixing lingual and literary codes, but 

developing within one’s consciousness the knowledge that permeation occurred within the past, and 

it is therefore logical to assume that it occurs in the present and will in the future.  

Keywords: border areas, stereotype, zones of intercultural contact, literature as instrument of 

education. 
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BUDDHIST TEMPLE: THE WELL-BEING SPACE FOR THE AGED IN THAILAND 

The world is experiencing an increase in the numbers of elderly people. This global trend is more 

advanced in western countries. However, many Asian countries are experiencing the same 

phenomenon, and within the next few decades, Asia will be the “oldest” region in the world. Adverse 

effects from a rapidly aging population on society and economy are evident; therefore, policy options 

are being created to deal with these problems. Nevertheless, alternative solutions are still needed. 

As Asia claims to be a Buddhist region, and Buddhist principles are embedded within belief systems 

of followers, the idea of using religious space to support the aging population might be worthy of 

consideration. This academic interest raises two questions: (1) Beyond the use of temple space for 

preserving and spreading Buddhist teachings, what monastic institutions have managed temple 

space for the elderly? and (2) How do such ancillary activities contribute to the well-being of the 

aged? This paper uses evidence from Thailand, a country with a large number of Buddhist temples 

(33,902), to explore these issues. The paper shows that beyond religious activities, numerous 

secularized activities are conducted at temples. These activities conform to Buddhist worldview on 

aging and actively promote the well-being of the aged in three dimensions, namely, physical and 

psychological health, lifelong learning, and social interaction. This article seeks to refocus attention 

away from governmental management of the elderly towards local management in the belief that 

this would be particularly helpful in parts of Asia where institutional welfare is somewhat unreliable. 

As the temple is a component of the community and plays an important role in the cultural life of 

Buddhists, temple space, it is argued, can serve as an alternative approach to the development of 

appropriate policies aimed at enhancing the well-being of the aged in the Buddhist world. 

 

Keywords: aging population, religious space, space of temple/temple space. 
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Iryna Serebriakova 

 

SAINT-PETERSBURG’S MYTH IN RUSSIAN FICTION  

Saint-Petersburg has always been one of the most popular urban spaces in Russian literature. Its role 

in classic Russian fiction was explored on the ground of texts by Gogol and Dostoyevsky. On the other 

hand, the urban myth was developed in the 20th century. Here it is necessary to mention The Song of 

Goats (1927) by Konstantin Vaginov. Diachronic approach is justified because the text which makes 

the central topic of the paper, Inferno by Stanislaw Shuliak, is inevitably influenced by the tradition. 

The novel Inferno contains 443,556 characters (which makes 666 squared). The infernal symbolism of 

the text is reinforced by the plot which is related to one more urban intertext – Master and 

Marguerite by Mikhail Bulgakov. Both novels develop the idea of the devil who appears in the 

modern (postmodern) city. Inferno ends with the end of the world – the city of Saint-Petersburg 

disappears under water. City is thus represented as space of death which is itself sentenced to total 

destruction.   

 

Keywords: Russian fiction, Saint-Petersburg in literature, urban space, Stanislav Shuliak. 
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Mirna Sindičid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia) 

 

THE EXPERIENCE OF LIVING IN THE SUBURBS (BANLIEU) IN BEUR FICTION  

During the last thirty years the suburbs (banlieu) of bigger French cities have become the symbol of 

immigration and racial conflict in France. The low-income housing projects have the purpose of 

containing the foreign labor force, mostly from North Africa, within the limits of suburban or outer 

city ghetto. The social deprivation and the sense of marginalization are experienced by the 

inhabitants of the housing projects in the suburbs. In the French media the suburbs are usually 

presented as centers of crime, delinquency, violence and social problems.  

The concrete structures of the banlieu are sites for most of the novels written by Beur writers (Beur 

is the label used to refer to children of Maghrebian immigrant workers in France). Beur novels 

document the exclusion and physical marginalization of the Beurs in the suburbs, offer an insight into 

life in housing projects but also reject simplistic views on their identity.   

The paper deals with the representation of the banlieu and the depiction of life in the “zone” within 

the chosen novels (Mehdi Charef’s Le thé au harem d’Archi Ahmed (1983), Azouz Begag’s Le gone du 

Châaba (1986) and Faïza Guène’s Kiffe kiffe demain (2004)). The novels present communal spirit and 

affiliation, express the sense of the marginalization of its habitants within the French society and 

occasionally reinforce the stereotypes of banlieu as place of violence and crime. The aim of the paper 

is to examine the representation of the banlieu as site of exclusion and seclusion and to determine 

the way in which life in the zone populated by the marginalized is connected to the construction of 

the identity of its habitants.  

 

Key words: Beur fiction, French literature, suburbs, immigration, marginalization. 
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Anita Skelin Horvat (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia), Lucija Šimičid (University of Zagreb, 

Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

‘CONTESTED PLACES’ IN A LANGUAGE 

The difficulty of defining a language partly derives from the fact that whatever is termed as such is 

made up of, possibly infinitely many, varieties. These varieties can be grouped along various axes: 

spatial, temporal, social, etc., which however do not remain neatly separated, but rather criss-cross 

each other. A language can then be considered as a multidimensional space created by juxtaposition, 

superimposition, and interpolation of different linguistic dimensions. In the space so conceived, each 

utterance can be placed at any point in which various dimensions intersect.  

Urbanolects – or urban koines, linguistic varieties formed in and propagated by urban centers – are 

an interesting example of large-scale criss-crossing typical of linguistic production. At least two 

dimensions loom large in the actuation of urbanolectal features: diatopic (geographic) and diastratic 

(social) ones, although other dimensions also play part in its further differentiation.  

In this paper we discuss the ‘contested’ dimension of urbanolects, i.e. the multiplicity of dimensions 

characteristic of modern urban speech due to which it has not been in the focus of research in 

Croatian linguistics. The goal of the analysis of some, mostly lexical and syntactical, urbanolectal 

features will be discussed to illustrate the multidimensionality as its inherent characteristics as well 

as the reasons for it being considered a ‘contested place’.  

 

Keywords: multidimensional space, urbanolects, contested place. 
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EMBODIED SPACES: PERSONAL AND INTERPERSONAL  

The experience of space is – according to both phenomenological philosophy and contemporary 

cognitive sciences – fundamentally embodied: spatiality is grounded in the experience of personal 

and interpersonal embodied spaces. The phenomenology of bodily experience (Husserl, Merleau-

Ponty) calls attention to the importance of embodied perception and action for the experience of 

space and spatial objects: the body is the „zero point” of orientation, in relation to which a body-

oriented, egocentric space unfolds itself; every visual or tactile experience of spatial objects is given 

in correlation to kinaesthetic self-sensation of bodily movements. Perception is thus intrinsically 

active, it is a form of embodied action – a claim reiterated by current (en)active theories of 

perception (Hurley, Noe) or – more generally – by embodied or enactive cognitive science, which 

claims that cognition (including perception) is the exercise of skillful know-how in embodied 

interaction with the world (Varela, Thompson, Clark). The world is not an external objective realm, 

represented internally by the brain, but a relational domain enacted or brought forth by embodied 

action – an embodied space of potentialities for bodily actions and interactions.  

This embodied space is in the same time constitutively shaped by interpersonal interaction: we learn 

to see and use (spatial) objects in embodied and emotional interactions with others. In these 

practices of embodied intersubjectivity (Gallagher, Gallese), we perceive and share not just the 

embodied actions and emotions of others, but also their attention and their feelings towards specific 

objects of the environment.  

The aim of the paper is to argue for the relevance of phenomenological and empirical accounts of 

embodied personal and interpersonal spaces in regard to anthropology and human geography of 

space. 

 

Keywords: embodied spaces, phenomenology of bodily experience, embodied perception, 

interpersonal interaction. 
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Marija Šarid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia) 

 

WORLDS APART: GENDER OF THE FUTURE IN SPECULATIVE FICTION 

The focus of my presentation is the exploration of gender and sexuality in two feminist speculative 

fiction novels; Marge Piercy’s Woman on the Edge of Time and Joanna Russ’s The Female Man. The 

novels are thought experiments of the 1970s, a period marked by the introduction and recognition of 

female authors in a well-established male domain of science fiction, and the rise of the 2nd wave 

feminist theories. Although they are set on Earth, the dislocation in time is connected with 

significantly different organization and use of space, which echoes the eliminated gender roles and 

patriarchal power relations. Consequently, the changes achieved through time and in space are 

accompanied by fundamentally different societal structures and institutions. Probing into such 

distant futures with female protagonists was a “safe” way for a female author to explore the 

alternatives to the “normal”, without being dismissed by the mainstream audience, and yet to keep 

the social critique in plain sight. These worlds of the future come into contact with the present world 

(of the 1970s) via female time travellers, who penetrate not only the physical space but force open 

the space for the re-thinking and/or subversion of gender. However, the novels also present us with 

a glimpse of dystopian parallel worlds which exist as a possibility and which will come to be if we are 

to ignore these subversive spaces. It is my intention to present how the two novels tend to reflect 

their social contexts but also predate and anticipate certain aspects of feminist theoretical 

approaches, namely those of Judith Butler, Gloria Anzaldua and Donna Haraway, and gender identity 

formation questions, with their explorations of differently structured worlds.  

 

Keywords: gender, space, speculative fiction, Judith Butler, Donna Haraway. 
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Jelena Šesnid (University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia) 

 

BEING STUCK IN AMERICA: CHALLENGES TO LIQUID MODERNITY 

Zygmunt Bauman, among others, has recently argued that experience and mediation of space and 

time indicate distinct phases of modernity (2000). While concern with time would, according to 

Bauman, point to soft modernity, the focus on space, and in particular bodies, objects and material 

base of human existence as these occupy a space, would indicate hard modernity. However, the 

question is whether it is possible to reinscribe the notions of “hardness” and “embodiedness” in a 

location as one of the key problems and challenges to our present condition. If, as again suggested by 

Bauman, whose views are indeed representative, a new model should be devised to respond to the 

idea of crisis—alternatively termed in the States as a post-industrial condition, the New Gilded Age, 

the post-Seattle moment—then we must return to the places, zones, and localities where a new 

thinking about and a new relationship between the body and its surroundings might arise. This 

possibility of “hardening” the liquid modernity in some specific locations will be briefly illustrated by 

looking at the ways recent US fiction constructs some depleted and used-up spaces as sites where 

challenges to salient and invidious social trends take place. This will be demonstrated on the example 

of Bonnie Jo Campbell’s short-story collection American Salvage (2009).  

 

Keywords: liquid modernity, hard modernity, body, the New Gilded Age. 
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Stela Šimid, Dina Vozab 

 

CASI ROMANI – HETEROTOPIA OR A SPACE OF HELPING MARGINALIZED SOCIAL GROUPS IN THE 

LABOUR MARKET  

Roma minority in Croatia is marginalized in multiple aspects: economic, educational, cultural, spatial, 

political and social. This prevents a large number of members of this minority from participating in 

major social processes. One of the key indicators of their marginalization is low participation in 

formal forms of employment. Croatian employment service in Zagreb, in cooperation with partners 

and with the help from EU funds, has opened CASI Romani, Centre for Counselling, Support and 

Information, whose task is to supply its beneficiaries, primarily Roma minority, with services such as 

informing and counselling in terms of employment and competitiveness on the labour market. The 

opening of CASI Romani is a part of a project “Better Perspective of Roma Women in the Labour 

Market”. 

This paper focuses on the CASI Romani as a space of heterotopia, a purpose of which is to make a 

bridge between two cultures, two different ways of life. Foucault’s concept of heterotopia describes 

a real space, but which represents some kind of a counter-site, “a kind of effectively enacted utopia 

in which the real sites, all the other real sites that can be found within the culture, are simultaneously 

represented, contested, and inverted”. In this sense, heterotopias of deviation represent spaces in 

which individuals who deviate from accepted or normative behaviour are placed. 

The Centre opening could be seen as the new form of governmentality or techniques and procedures 

by which individuals will be governed to become qualified and included into formal ways of 

employment. Taking in mind all the aspects of the Centre opening and including Roma minority into 

formal labour market, a question arises: is the Centre a way of helping marginalized social groups to 

integrate into wider social and economic processes or just another way of spatial, economic, cultural 

and political marginalization? Centre CASI Romani is situated in Zagreb, in a city district largely 

populated with Roma minority members. Is that a step towards integration or to a further closing of 

the space of Others? 

 

Keywords: Roma minority, marginalisation, labour market, space of heterotopia, integration.  
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Oon-Seng Tan (National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore) 

 

PROBLEM SPACES AND ZONES OF CREATIVITY 

Multi-disciplinary pursuits are essential for the advancement of knowledge and applications. The 

unprecedented breakthroughs in cyberspace and developments in fields such as biotechnology are 

both humanistic and scientific. In fact, in industries, businesses and the arts, innovative advances are 

often made without reliance on traditional paradigms of reasoning. Instead, emerging spaces for 

multiple-perspectives often provide new insights and solutions. This calls for a different 

understanding of problem spaces and thinking in terms of zone of creativity in problem solving 

where learning and observations transcend tried and tested structures, algorithms and usual ways of 

thinking across time and space. Research on memory and knowledge, for example, points to the 

importance of memory not only as associations, but more importantly as connections and 

meaningful coherent structures suggesting that learning is not just about being systematic and 

breaking things into small parts but also seeing the bigger picture of reality and unreality. The whole 

is more than the sum of its parts. However the new whole includes real and virtual spaces often 

unexplored. This paper argues that it is important to identify zones of creativity in problem spaces. In 

understanding problems in this universe there are phases of generative zone and exploratory zone. 

For example, “releasing unwarranted constraints” is characteristic of a creative zone hitherto little 

explored. Important related characteristics also include unconscious insights, analogical thinking and 

unusual associations drawn from the understanding of cognitive functioning and new ways of 

thinking in emerging concepts of spaces. This paper also explores the practical integration of creative 

zone prompters such as seeing with different lenses, injecting movement, colour, music, and 

tolerance of absurdity to reframe problems into creative sites. 

 

Keywords: zones of creativity, generative zone, memory, problem spaces.  
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Kristin Timken (Stanford University & California College of the Arts, USA) 

 

TEMPORARY ZONES AND PRACTICED SPACE: A TSI-AKIM MAIDU SALMON-HONORING CEREMONY  

Originally conceived to bring awareness to the dwindling native salmon population in a 

jurisdictionally fragmented landscape, The Calling Back the Salmon ceremony has been performed 

annually since 2006. The ceremony is a collaboration between a federally unrecognized, marginalized 

group of California Indians, the Tsi-Akim Maidu, and an environmental group called the South Yuba 

River Citizens League in the North Central Sierra Foothills of California. This proposal explores the 

salmon-honoring ceremony as a temporary zone, a site within which to negotiate identities, practice 

social relationships, and intervene in the highly regulated space of wilderness. In a shift from the 

familiar urban socio-spatial critique to rural geography, I examine the spatial perceptions, structuring 

apparatuses, and race relations that continue to shape this landscape. 

As a collective political action that tests boundaries in the provocative space of performance, the 

ceremony is open to public participation and draws attention to the salmon’s near extinction. The 

format of the ceremony combines both traditional place-based native elements with invention in 

order to re-territorialize a twenty-mile stretch of the Yuba River Watershed, the site of the manmade 

environmental disaster – the Gold Rush, each year for a single day. Demonstrating Michel Foucault’s 

definition of Heterotopia, “Juxtaposing in a single real place—several spaces, several sites that are in 

themselves incompatible”, the ceremony illustrates that spaces are filled not only with oppression 

and injustice, but possibility as well. An activist engagement, the ceremony has generated a 

permeable Third Space within this bounded landscape. For both Native and non-Native people alike, 

it temporarily establishes a zone within which to re-imagine spatial boundaries and practice a politics 

of “becoming” in relationship to the local geography. The annual embodied ritual had forged 

alliances across difference to addresses broader issues of political, economic, and cultural equality 

within the region. 

 

Keywords: fragmented landscape, ceremony, marginalized group, California Indians, temporary zone, 

heterotopia. 
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Dejan Todorovid, Anita Zrnid 

 

TRANSFORMATION OF PUBLIC SPACE INTO GATHERING ZONE 

This paper starts from the premise that people have needs for social contact and therefore city 

should (re)offer places where social contacts will occur. Such places are here referred as “third 

places” and these present social surroundings separate from the two usual social environments of 

home and the workplace. Third place is a gathering zone. A gathering zone is public space. The 

principal argument of this paper is that public space should be defined by rules of perception, 

communication and orientation. Defined as above, certain public spaces are recognized as places of 

meeting. Such places are anchor points for informal gathering. In particular, the paper will identify 

elements which are crucial in transformation of public space into gathering zone. Theories in 

environmental psychology provide apparatus for recognition of such elements. This paper concludes 

by suggesting that extracted elements of public space should be incorporated into principles of urban 

design. Such methodology of urban design is constituted by fragmenting and reassembling of those 

elements. 

 

Keywords: gathering zone, public space, third place, transformation, urban design 
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Turgut Kerem Tuncel (University of Trento, Trento, Italy) 

 

SPATIALIZATION OF THE ETHNICITY AND ETHNICIZATION OF THE SPACE: ARMENIAN DIASPORA AND 

THE ETHNIC HOMELAND TOURISM IN ARMENIA 

Whereas progress in communication technologies facilitated virtual connections between diasporas 

and their “homelands”, advances in the transportation technologies enabled cheaper and easier 

physical encounters between the same duo. In view of that, international tourism became a point of 

contact between diasporas and homelands. Consequently, ethnic homeland tourism gained a greater 

significance in the collection of the diasporic practices as one of the chief means for strengthening 

diaspora-homeland ties, as well as preservation of the ethnic identity and communal relations in 

diaspora.   

This paper addresses the institutionalized ethnic homeland tourism that brings members of the 

Armenian diaspora to Armenia. Firstly, it aims to comprehend how homeland tourism is utilized by 

the elite in Armenian diaspora to prevent assimilation of the young generations. It problematizes the 

ways in which Armenian diasporic elite accommodate the space of Armenia as the place that 

embodies Armenianess and utilize various forms of homeland visits as a way to indoctrinate young 

diaspora Armenians as “good Armenians”. Secondly, it asks how young diasporans consume Armenia 

and make meaning of it through their ethnic tourist gaze. To achieve these objectives, written and 

visual materials broadcasted in the websites of the two organizations, namely Birthright Armenia and 

Christian Youth Mission to Armenia, that organize different forms of homeland visits to Armenia and 

travelogues and blogs posted by their participants are utilized as the data. By examining these 

materials, this paper intends to gain an understanding of the uses of ethnic homeland tourism for 

identity preservation in the diaspora and the consequent “spatialization of the ethnicity” and 

“ethnicization of the space”. Finally, it seeks to arrive at partial conclusions on the evolving 

relationship between space and identity, which shall be followed by a discussion on the relevance of 

the actual contacts with the physical space in the making of identities in the age of globalization. 

 

Keywords: spatialization of ethnicity, Armenian diaspora, ethnic homeland tourism. 
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Kanvee Viwatpanich (Thammasat University, Pathum Thani, Thailand) 

 

ELDER ABUSE: A DARK ZONE IN THAI SOCIETY 

In spite of the fact that respect for elders is an important cultural norm and tradition in Thai society, 

violence against the elderly is still reported. To explore the incident rate and the impact of abuse, a 

cross-sectional survey was conducted in Pathum Thani province. The research finding indicated that 

the incident rates of violence against elderly were 22%, by either children or grandchildren. 

Approximately 87.5% did not want to reveal the instances of violence, while 97.7% did not want to 

litigate. The concepts of “one’s past deeds” and “fate” were significant factors that shaped this 

phenomenon to become an individual problem and make it impossible to be solved by anyone. In the 

elders’ opinions, telling this problem to others or policemen seems to create more sin. In addition, 

the retribution of telling might be severe in the next life. However, 48.8% of the elderly still have 

some hope that someday their children and grandchildren will realize and change their behavior, 

whereas 36.3% consider their death as the only solution. Even though the law to protect the elderly 

from abuse has been enforced in Thailand since the year 2003, the implementation seems difficult as 

the abuse towards the elderly is kept hidden; the elderly lock themselves in the dark zone of their 

families.  

 

Keywords: elder abuse, Thai Buddhist Society, violence, dark zones. 
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Mario Vrbančid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia) 

 

A DREAM OF THE PERFECT MAP 

The cartographer’s dream is that of a perfect map, the map that would perfectly represent a 

territory, a dream of Divine knowledge: a map that has haunted the ideology of representation 

throughout history: a map so detailed that it coincides with real space. In a short parable ‘Museum, 

on Exactitude in Science’, Borges describes the mysterious gild of cartographers who chart such a 

map. In this paper I analyze Borges’ story ‘The Aleph’ which tells us about such an ideal map, in 

particular a globe that would probably overwhelm the Guild of Cartographers, since the Aleph 

compresses time and space within its confines. This little nutshell of microcosms and universe 

overshadows even the perfect map that coincides point for point with territory, because it contains 

all movements, speeds, and there is no difference between inside and outside.  It is like a zone, “one 

of the points in space that contains all points” (Borges 1998: 280). I argue that although compressed 

into an impossibly small space, the zone, the Aleph is at the same time chaotic, kaleidoscopic and 

fragmented, mocking the cartographer’s yearning for a total presentation of reality. 

 

Keywords: map, Borges, cartography, Aleph. 
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Krešimir Vunid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia) 

 

SHELLEY’S “ADONAIS” AND DIFFICULTY 

Despite the fact that almost two centuries have passed since Shelley’s death, one still has the 

impression that this is a body of work that has not been fully rehabilitated. Shelley’s poetry, with all 

its exuberance, incantatory ecstasy and syntactic knottiness may even appear more out of step with 

our times than it was when it fell on deaf ears in his. 

The purpose of the proposed presentation is twofold: firstly, to trace the genre of elegy in Shelley’s 

great poem and, secondly, to unfold what Shelley (and to a certain extent Keats) had to say about the 

calling of a poet. To elaborate on the first point: the most common definition of elegy is a poem for 

the dead. Which “zone” do the dead occupy and how can a poet, within the (semi)closed structure of 

a poem, contain a “zone” that has traditionally been imagined as vast beyond comprehension? To 

elaborate on the second: how did Shelley (and Keats) envision the calling of the poet? Where did the 

poet stand when compared to his fellow man? Both of these points will lead to the ultimate crux of 

the proposed presentation: are both of these themes now irrelevant(in an existential sense) in which 

poetry barely plays a part in the life of the common reader and has more or less settled exclusively in 

the grey “zone” of academia? 

It is possible that many humanists today would agree that “theory” is now “primary” and the text is 

of “secondary” importance. We could even go so far as to say that such displacement evinces a 

“zonal” shift. In order to investigate this, one is required to approach “zones” that are growing more 

distant by the day: the language of poetry which in our time is almost irretrievable when the 

meaning of words is taken for granted and a literary epoch (now disputably) known as romanticism 

which for many has assumed a parasitic presence. 

 

Keywords: elegy, dead, poet, academia. 
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Pao-Hsiang Wang (National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan) 

 

TOWARD A FLOATING OPERA: RE-ORIENTING ORIENTALISM IN ZHANG YIMOU’S TURANDOT 

Opera as musical drama easily evokes mental pictures of spectacle and grandeur, while opera houses 

with their solid façade invoke images of the state as constant as opera itself is chimeric. The 

juxtaposition of real and unreal spaces creates an opportunity to explore Foucault’s concept of 

heterotopia. Yet far from being rendered into a Foucauldian trope as a heterotopic space, as used to 

empower marginalized locations, opera house remains a visible token of the potency and 

permanence of the Establishment. The institutional spatiality of opera house as a state symbol, 

however, was challenged by modern economic forces, and came increasingly under the sway of 

globalized market today.  

This paper seeks to take the acclaimed Chinese film director Zhang Yimou’s production debut of 

Puccini’s opera Turandot in Beijing (1998) as an example to address how opera detached itself from a 

stable locus of permanence grounded in Europe and became exported as a designer brand of 

sophisticated culture worldwide. Age-old museum pieces stepped out of traditional opera houses 

and became mobile and revitalized in a radically different cultural and religious milieu: the Chinese 

Heavenly Temple, the setting of the production. Cultural tourism managed to dislodge opera from 

the forbidding zones of cultural elitism in Europe to promote a floating opera in the Forbidden City of 

China. 

 

Keywords: opera house, heterotopia, cultural tourism, Zhang Yimou, Turandot. 
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Clancy Wilmott (University of Technology, Sydney, Australia) 

 

LAYERS, LOCALITY, LOCUS: MOBILE MAPPING IN THE URBAN ENVIRONMENT 

New cartographic technologies (such as global information and positioning systems) have 

complicated experiences of urban spaces, generating new zones of interaction across multiple 

landscapes (physical, virtual, Hertzian) and distanciated sites (local, Global). As these hybrid zones 

become evident and begin to fundamentally alter our experiences of space, a growing body of 

research places emphasis on experimental and cross-disciplinary collaborations in the field, and aims 

to understand the social and geographic impact on a wider scale. 

Moving away from deconstructionist approaches, this paper draws on non-representational theories 

to offer a new framework for understanding mobile mapping as a contemporary practice that 

constructs new spaces of hybridity and hyperreality. This approach stems from an auto-ethnographic 

consideration the author’s own experiences with mobile mapping in Sydney.  

Focusing on selected applications such as FourSquare, Google Latitude and AcrossAir, this paper 

considers how mobile mapping generates new zones that layer over and through the physical 

landscape, where interaction is dependent upon situatedness, and ontological conversations across 

space and time. Here, locality forms a certain gravitas, as virtual and physical spaces intertwine to 

form informational hyperspaces, fixed in infinite rhizomatic feedback loops. 

In adding functionality to urban ecosystems, mobile mapping has increased the potential for 

collective collaboration, amateurism and widespread dissemination.  It has also firmly embedded the 

act of mapping into a space of spatio-temporal situatedness which in turn, has lead to new sites of 

resistance – of infinite territorialisation and reterritorialisation and not only new cartographies, but 

also new communities, imaginaries and localities. 

 

Keywords: layers, locality, locus, mobile mapping, FourSquare, Google Latitude, AcrossAir. 
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Tomislav Zelid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia) 

 

ABARIC POINTS AND GRAVITY’S RAINBOWS  

My presentation is rooted in German studies but it has an interdisciplinary approach. The 

introductory part discusses the “topological turn” in German studies in relation to the theoretical 

discussion of spatiality, including “the zone” (McHale), “heterotopia” (Foucault), “third space” 

(Bhabba), and “thirdspace” (Soja). The main part presents a close reading of selected post-WWII 

prose pieces by the German writer, filmmaker, and television producer Alexander Kluge. I am 

particularly interested in his response to the discourse on the “degree zero” (Stunde Null), or more 

precisely, his conceptualization of the “Abaric Point” (abarischer Punkt).  Physics defines the Abaric 

Point as the point where two masses cancel one another’s gravitational force and Newton’s universal 

law of gravitation is suspended.  In their theoretical writings, Kluge and Oskar Negt employ this 

concept as a spatial metaphor and a physicalistic figure for the moment of collective freedom, kairos 

or point of decision where a crisis is either solved or slides into catastrophe. In the German original, 

they write, “an der Nahtstelle der Gravitationen, dem abarischen Punkt, der immer nur ein gedachter 

ist, wirken keine Gravitationskräfte, sondern‚ Freiheit’” (Negt/Kluge Geschichte und Eigensinn, 1981, 

p. 790). In English, “at the interface of gravities, the Abaric Point, which always exists only in thought, 

no gravitational forces are at work but rather ‘freedom’.” I will demonstrate that Kluge’s montage 

novels revolve around Abaric Points in history such as the battle of encirclement at Stalingrad or the 

Allied Forces’ air bombing of Germany during WWII. At first glance, this seems to resonate with the 

eponymous idea of Thomas Pynchon’s “Gravity’s Rainbow” but I will show ways in which Kluge and 

Pynchon differ.  

 

Keywords: Alexander Kluge, Abaric Point, freedom, crisis, catastrophe.   
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Snježana Zorid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia) 

 

SACRED SPACE AND PERFORMANCE OF POWER (AMONG TIBETIAN COMMUNITIES IN EXILE) 

This paper takes two topoi as its point of departure – the creation of own places in the exile and 

performance of power in the absence of any political conditions for its realization. 

In the time which pretends to understand itself as postcolonial we are facing a radical colonization of 

not only Tibetan space with its sacred places but also annihilation of all constitutive elements of 

Tibetan culture. 

Based on the field-research in Tibetan community in McLeodganj, Himachal Pradesh, my paper 

intends to show the strategies for survival of Dalai Lama and his government in exile in the changed 

life conditions and the continuation of Tibetan culture.  

The essential importance of sacred places leads to their re-building in the new environment – e.g. the 

replikas of main temple, of summer residence etc. and emphasizes the importance of connection of 

these places to the world left behind in Tibet in the imagological effort to keep it active and alive. The 

alienation is double – the return to Tibet as one’s own place is not possible and the living place in 

McLeod is not one’s own. Tibetans are guests – not owning any place. 

In spite of displacement, millions of Westerners are visiting Dalai Lama in his temple looking for 

spiritual cultivation absent in the modern a-religious world. But this same world offers very little in 

return. The atrocities of its silence considering the violation of human rights in Tibet or destruction of 

Tibetan heritage through the Chinese are just two of examples of hypocritical voyeuristic attitudes of 

the global world toward Tibet.   

In my paper I want to thematize these connections between the sacredness of life connected with 

certain places and the lipothymy of political power reduced to theatricality of inspiring Strangeness. 

 

Key words: space, non-place, sacredness, performance, power. 
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Mario Županovid (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia) 

 

BORDER LINE SPACES IN LATIN AMERICAN CINEMA – SHAPING THE NEW INDIGENISMO 

The aim of this paper is to reveal the modern Utopian theory based on the Indigenismo movement 

within the auteur Latin American cinema conceived through constructive use of border line spaces as 

a site capable of launching the new political, social and cultural revolution. By examining the works of 

Cinema Novo authors such as Perreira dos Santos and Rocha in Brazil or Ukamau group with Sanjines 

in Bolivia and Getino and Solanas in Argentina, it becomes clear that genuine Latin American culture 

cannot be rightly accessed through postcolonial theories of Bhabba or Spivak but through semi-

utopian theories of Tercer Cine and Cinema Novo. Spaces of blacklands – sertao become a threshold 

for reinvention of indigenous identity with cinema producing a strong political and social tool for a 

struggle against military and oligarchic prevailing minority. The rise of the Latin American cultural 

unity is often mistaken with the rise of mestizaje –mixed identity while further analysis marks the 

marginalized indigenismo as a core of the aforementioned unity. Borderline spaces are often 

portrayed as symbolic, even semi-religious, areas where social turmoil becomes a trigger for class 

and ideology clash. During the latter part of the 20th century filmmakers throughout Latin America 

envisioned the New identity of the region by opposing the americanismo and west European 

premises of culture, seeking the Third way in which the new indigenismo becomes a self reflective 

subject of the entire culture. 

 

Keywords: borderline spaces, indigenismo, marginalized, Third way, blacklands. 
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Szigeti, Attila                 81 

Š 

Šarid, Marija                  82 

Šesnid, Jelena                  83 

Šimid, Stela                  84 

Šimičid, Lucija                 80 

T 

Tan, Oon-Seng                  85 

Timken, Kristin                               86 

Todorovid, Dejan                 87 

Tuncel, Turgut Kerem                88  

 

U 

Urem, Sandra    63  

V 

Vasantha Kumaran, T.   79  

Viwatpanich, Kanvee   89  

Vozab Dina     84 

Vrbančid, Mario    90 

Vučetid, Šime    63  

Vukovid, Krešimir   68  

Vunid, Krešimir                 91 

W 

Wang, Pao-Hsiang   92 

Wilmott, Clancy    93 

Z 

Zelid, Tomislav    94 

Zorid, Snježana                  95 

Zrnid, Anita    87  

Ž 

Županovid, Mario   96 
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Useful information and links 

Welcome to the city of Zadar 

The particularity of the city is irresistible for those who respect and admire historical monuments and 

cultural heritage, artists, tourists and its citizens. Zadar is a city rich in monuments, surrounded by 

historical ramparts, a treasury of the archaeological and monumental riches of ancient and medieval 

times, Renaissance and many contemporary architectural achievements, such as the first sea organs 

in the world. 

Zadar is a city where huge spaces are left for pedestrians. Using your guidebook, your walk along the 

cobblestone streets of the city will become a walk through history, and also an experience of 

contemporary life of the city. When tired, do try to take a break in one of our restaurants, pastry 

shops or coffee shops that you can find in the gastro offer of this guidebook. Enjoy listening to 

concerts, visiting the theatre, museums, and exhibitions. 

The city of Zadar can easily be reached by land, sea and air. It has a good traffic infrastructure 

through which it is directly connected to other bigger cities of the Republic of Croatia: Zagreb, Rijeka, 

Split and Dubrovnik, with extraordinary accommodation and contemporary service of numerous 

marinas. Whichever way you want to reach Zadar, the natural beauty of the landscape will leave you 

breathless. 

The ferry port as well as the new tourist port for cruisers are located on the peninsula itself (old part 

of the city), and entering Zadar by ferry or boat gives you a magnificent view of the whole city, 

making your arrival to Zadar a unique experience (ferry and ship lines with Preko, Zaglav, Mali Lošinj, 

Pula and Ancona/Italy). 

The airport, a 9 km distance from the center, connects Zadar with bigger cities of the Republic of 

Croatia and some European capitals. Other destinations are accessible with stops in Zagreb, the 

capital of the Republic of Croatia, and in the network of international air traffic (Croatia Airlines - 

Pula, Zagreb and Zürich; Ryanair - London-Stansted, Dublin, Stockholm, Bruxelles, Oslo, Frankfurt, 

Düsseldorf; Germanwings - Cologne, Stuttgart and Berlin; Lufthansa - Munich, Danubewings - 

Bratislava; InterSky – Friedrichshafen). 

Situated in the heart of the Adriatic, Zadar is the urban center of northern Dalmatia as 

administrative, economic, cultural and political center of the region with 75,000 inhabitants. The 

coast is particularly indented, the islands and the untouched nature allures many boaters to this 

regions. The archipelago counts 24 bigger and about 300 smaller islets and rocks, 3 nature parks - 

Telašdica, Sjeverni Velebit and Vransko jezero and 5 national parks - Paklenica, Plitvice lakes, Kornati 

Islands, Krka and Velebit classifying Zadar and its surroundings at the very top of the Croatian tourist 

offer. 

Welcome to Zadar! 
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Accommodation  

 

Please be advised that this list only provides available recommended options. Accommodation is at 

one’s own expense and not covered by the conference fee. For private lodging, or any other specific 

information regarding lodging, please refer to TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE ZADAR 

(http://www.tzzadar.hr/en, contact: info@tzzadar.hr).  

 

Hotels “within walking distance”  

HOTEL BASTION  

Web: http://www.hotel-bastion.hr/en/index.php  

Contact: info@hotel-bastion.hr  

HOTEL KOLOVARE  

Web: http://www.hotel-kolovare.com/en/  

Contact: hotel.kolovare@hoteli-zadar.hr  

Low-Cost Hotels “within walking distance”  

VILLA IVANA  

Web: http://www.villa-ivana.com/eng/index.php  

Contact: villa.ivana@zd.t-com.hr  

PANSION NIKO  

Web: http://www.hotel-niko.hr/?lang=en  

Contact: hotel.niko@hotel-niko.hr  

VENERA  

Web: http://www.hotel-venera-zd.hr/english.html  

Contact: gojislav.jovic@zd.t-com.hr  

 

HOSTELS “within walking distance”  

STUDENTSKI DOM SVEUČILIŠTA U ZADRU  

Web: http://www.unizd.hr/studentskidom//tabid/2488/Default.aspx  

Contact: studom@unizd.hr  

OLD TOWN HOSTEL  

Contact: +385 (0)99 809 32 80  

Other HOTELS  

Falkensteiner CLUB FUNIMATION BORIK  

Web: www.falkensteiner.com/borik  

Contact: resevations.borik@falkensteiner.com  

HOTEL PINIJA  

Web: http://www.hotel-pinija.hr/  

Contact: info@hotel-pinija.hr  
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Recommended local restaurants/cafés 

 

Illy Bar – Zadar 

Ruđera Boškovida 4 

Zadar 

 

Illy Bar has been the location of numerous academic discussion, disputes and activities on countless 

occasions. This was always accompanied by a great cup of coffee (and many times more than one). 

Therefore, it was no surprise that we decided to ask them to be the official sponsor of this year’s 

conference. Besides enjoying great coffee during the conference, we would also like to recommend 

Illy Bar as a great place to spend your break between sessions or simply enjoy a nice drink 

afterwards. 

 

Restaurant DALMATINA 

Kovačka 10 

Zadar 

The restaurant offers a variety of delicious food at reasonable prices.  

 

Restaurant BRUSCHETTA 

Mihovila Pavlinovida 12 

Tel +385 (0)23 312 915 

E-mail: info@bruschetta.hr   

www.bruschetta.hr 

 

The name says it all! The emphasis here is on the ‘homemade’ element as the restaurant offers 

quality products from the local Zadar region. The range of food is varied from several types of 

bruschetta, to fish and meat carpaccio, as well as different types of pizza and pasta… 

 

Restaurant Pizzeria PET BUNARA 

Trg Pet bunara bb 

Tel +385 (0)23 224 010 

E-mail: info@petbunara.hr 

www.petbunara.hr  

 

The restaurant has an unusual offering of risotto-like dishes made with barley instead of rice, a 

nutritious alternative, and home-made pasta. They also have beef, pork, tuna, and turkey steaks, 

lamb cutlets, and classic fish dishes. 

  

Konoba NA PO URE 

Špire Brusine 8 

Tel +385 (0)23 312 004 

 

Tiny and mellow, inventively designed using natural stone. However, the food is definitely traditional 

konoba style. Shark is their specialty, and they do grilled fish and meats, plus cooked meals at 

reasonable prices, including pašticada beef stew. 

mailto:info@bruschetta.hr
http://www.bruschetta.hr/
mailto:info@petbunara.hr
http://www.petbunara.hr/
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Taxi service 

 

There are numerous taxi companies waiting to transport your person, for which privilege an equally 

varied array of prices apply, ranging from 19kn to 40kn for a 5km trip. Your safest bet is to ask the 

cost of the journey before entering the taxi.  

 

 

TAXI LULID 

Lulid taxi service offers a convenient and safe ride to its customers. Complete comfort and safety 24 

hours a day.  

Tel. +385 (0)23 494 494 

 

- 24 hours a day 

- Waiting time up to 10 minutes 

- Fare is same for 1 up to 4 persons 

 

Additional information: 

www.lulic.hr/taxi 

Online reservation: 

www.lulic.hr/taxi/en 

 

 

TAXI DENIS  

Tel. +385 (0)91 262 2621 

        +385 (0)98 424 071 

 

Additional information: 

www.taxi-zadar.com.hr  

 

Online reservations: 

www.taxi-zadar.com.hr/booking.html 

http://www.lulic.hr/taxi
http://www.lulic.hr/taxi/en
http://www.taxi-zadar.com.hr/
http://www.taxi-zadar.com.hr/booking.html
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Important phone numbers 

Unique National number for all emergency situations: 112 

International country code for Croatia: +385 

Ambulance: 194 

Fire Brigade: 193 

Police: 192 

Roadside vehicle assistance: 1987 

 (When calling from abroad or by mobile phone, call +385 1 1987) 

General information: 18981 

Information on local and intercity numbers: 11888 

Information on international numbers: 11802 

Weather forecast and road conditions: 060 520 520 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


