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FORMS OF GOVERNMENTS  
OVERVIEW  



What is a government?  

• The system or group of people governing an 
organized community (state)  

• A means by which organizational policies are 
enforced 

•  Authoritarian Vs. democratic government  

 



Authoritarian governance  

• Little or no participation in decision making by 
individuals and groups outside the upper 
reaches of the government 

• General Authoritarian Theory  



Theocracy   

• A form of government that is exercised under 
divine authority 

• Supreme religious leader as a highest political 
figure 

• The Holy See/Vatican – the world’s only pure 
theocracy  

 



Constitutional theocracy 

• Formal separation of religious and political 
figures 

• Active support of a single religion  

• Religion constitutes the foundation of the 
state 

• Laws must conform to principles of religious 
doctrine  



Some theocratic countries 

• Holy See / Vatican 

• Iran 

• Sudan 

• Mauritania  

• Afganistan 

• Yemen 

• Tibet’s government in exile 

 



Media in a theocratic regime 
The case of Iran  

• According to the Freedom House report:  

– Press status: not free 

– Press score: 90 (from 0 to 100)  

– Legal environment:  30  (from 0 to 30) 

– Political environment:  36  (from 0 to 40)  

– Economic environment:  24 (from 0 to 30)  

 



Legal framework  

• Free media according to the Constitution. But: 

– It is unlawful to express views that are 
"detrimental to the fundamental principles of 
Islam or the rights of the public,“ 

– It is unlawful to "promote subjects which might 
damage the foundation of the Islamic Republic,"  

– It is unlawful to "offend the Leader of the 
Revolution and recognized religious authorities,"  

– It is unlawful to "propagate luxury and 
extravagance.“  (Council on Foreign Relations) 



Monarchy  

• Form of secular authoritarianism 

• Type of government in which a supreme 
power is vested in a sovereign 

• Hereditary for the most part 

• Absolute or constitutional 

 

 



Absolute              Constitutional  

• Saudi Arabia  

• Qatar 

• Oman 

• UAE 

• UK 

• Norway 

• Sweden 

• Spain 

• Denmark  



Media in the absolute monarchy 
The case of Oman  

• According to the Freedom House report:  

– Press status: not free 

– Press score: 71 (from 0 to 100)  

– Legal environment:  25  (from 0 to 30) 

– Political environment:  27  (from 0 to 40)  

– Economic environment:  19 (from 0 to 30)  

 



Legal framework 

• The 1996 Basic Law guarantee freedom of 
expression and freedom of the press, but the 
document also forbids material that leads to 
“public discord, violates the security of the state, 
or abuses a person’s dignity or rights”  

• Under the Press and Publications Law (1984), 
libel is a criminal offense, and journalists can be 
fined or imprisoned for criticism of the sultan, the 
ruling family, the political system, or the religion 
of Islam  (Freedom House)  



Democracy  

• A type of government in which governmental 
offices are filled as a consequence of 
contested elections.  

• Three features of the elections: 

– Ex ante uncertainty 

– Ex post irreversibility  

– Repeatability  

 

 

 



Democracy cont’d  

• A regime is classified as a democracy if it meets 
all of the following criteria:  

1. The chief executive must be chosen by popular 
election or by a body that was itself popularly elected,  

2. The legislature must be popularly elected,  

3. There must be more than one party competing in the 
elections,  

4. An alternation in power under electoral rules identical 
to the ones that brought the incumbent to office must 
have taken place.  



Two types of democracy  

Liberal   

• Pure, genuine form  

• Protection of civil rights and 
liberties  

• Existence of checks and 
balances 

• In “The end of the world” F. 
Fukuyama predicted the 
triumph of liberal democracy  

• Iceland, Switzerland, Australia, 
Canada  

 

 

Illiberal  

• An oxymoron?  

• Term elaborated by F. 
Zakaria in the late 1990s 

• Less institutional protection 
of civil liberties  

• Does not stand beyond 
elections  

• Openly embraced by Orbán 

• Russia, Singapore, Turkey  



 
Media in an illiberal democracy 

The case of Russia  
 • According to the Freedom House report:  

– Press status: not free 

– Press score: 83 (from 0 to 100)  

– Legal environment:  25  (from 0 to 30) 

– Political environment:  34  (from 0 to 40)  

– Economic environment:  24 (from 0 to 30)  



Legal framework  

• Large array of media outlets, but limited 
access to critical or independent coverage 

• Pressure from the government  

• Yarovaya laws  

• “Foreign agents” 

 



Media in a liberal democracy 
The case of Canada 

• According to the Freedom House report:  

– Press status: free 

– Press score: 18 (from 0 to 100)  

– Legal environment:  5  (from 0 to 30) 

– Political environment:  7  (from 0 to 40)  

– Economic environment:  6 (from 0 to 30)  

 



Legal framework 

• Free and stable conditions  

• Some problems with the antiterrorist 
legislations  

• The Access to Information Act codifies the 
right to request access to federal government 
records 







Trend is predominantly negative 

• Canada, Namibia, Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
turned from a good to satisfactory situation, 
Poland from good to noticeable problems 

• Egypt and Libya joined the category of very 
serious situation 

• Situation worse in Paraguay, Botswana, 
Lesotho, Papua New Guinea… 

• …but improved in Ukraine, Tunisia, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka 

 





Correlation 

• It seems obvious that there is a correlation 
between the degree of freedom of the press and 
the type of political system 

• We do not have reliable correlation data between 
the type of system and the amount of fake news 
that is widespread in it (there are no statistics of 
this type) 

• Hypothesis: Fake news is used more often where 
the system is more liberal because illiberal 
systems have more built-in data manipulation 
methods 



AN ENVIROMENT FOR SOME 
FUTURE FAKES 



Communication with the future 

• Regardless of its 
character, every political 
system needs to 
communicate with the 
present and the future 

• For the time being, it has 
influence, propaganda, 
indoctrination, and 
possibly coercion 

• For future memories it 
uses monuments, 
chronicles, history etc. 

• What do we know about 
Hamurabi's times? Mostly 
what he wrote on his stele: 



Damnatio memoriae 

• We know what Tacit, an officer 
at Nerva’s and Trajan's court, 
wrote.   

• And what about him after 
Tacitus allegedly remembered  
Christians, Nero’s enemies?  

• Different inputs on Nero are 
valued only in our century.  

What do we know 
about Nero?  

 



Journalism as a mirror of time 

• Journalism is a "mirror 
of time" (Josip Horvat, 
Povijest novinstva 
Hrvatske 1771.-1939.) 



…or as a story of the moment 

• Journalism is "the story 
of the moment“ 
(Umberto Eco, 
"Obiettività 
dell'informazione: il 
dibattito teorico e le 
trasformazioni della 
società italiana” 1979) 

• Eco invites journalists to 
be "historians of the 
present and the 
moment" 



…as the history of its time 

In 1631, Théophraste 
Renaudot launched the 
Gazette magazine to tell: 

• „daily history“, 

• „weekly history“,  

• „history of its time“ 

He could not have done that 
business/duty since he had 
no financial support from 
Louis XIII and Richelieu, that 
is, the State par excellence 

H. Roger-Viollet, detalj gravire 



…as a daily history of the year 

For the same purpose Renaudot 1633 complemented 
the Gazzette with the Relations monthly magazine, in 
which, with the backdrop of strict actuality, putting 
news in context, could have been "the daily history of 
the year" 



…for historians and writers 

• Banded volumes of the 
Gazette were a source 
for historians as well for 
literates, for foiction as 
well for feuilleton 

• Alexandre Dumas 
abundantly used them 
for his historical novels. 



News as a source 

Newspapers, magazines etc. 
are an indisputable 
secondary source, but they 
are more and more often 
mentioned as a primary 
one: 

 
„A serial is a publication, such as a magazine, newspaper, or 
scholarly journal, that is published in ongoing installments. 
Like books, serials can function both as primary sources and 
secondary sources depending on how one approaches 
them.“  

(Primary Sources at Yale) 

 



MEMORY: FALSE, COLLECTIVE, 
AND… 



The perception of the media credibility 

• In the  Eurobarometer survey of March 2018, 83% of 
respondents said that fake news represents a danger to 
democracy.  

• Respondents were particularly concerned by intentional 
disinformation aimed at influencing elections and 
immigration policies.  

• The survey also emphasised the importance of quality 
media:  

• respondents perceive traditional media as the most trusted 
source of news (radio 70%, TV 66%, print 63%).  

• Online sources of news and video hosting websites are the 
least trusted source of news, with trust rates of 26% and 
27% respectively. 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/survey/getsurveydetail/instruments/flash/surveyky/2183
http://ec.europa.eu/commfrontoffice/publicopinion/index.cfm/survey/getsurveydetail/instruments/flash/surveyky/2183


A regime and the news 

• A regime has a significant 
influence on the narrative of 
journalism - much more and 
more explicitly if it is more 
authoritarian 

• For that purpose it may use: 
– filtering of data 
– interpretation, 

reinterpretation, and 
misinterpretation 

– fake news 

• Continuous repetition fixes 
narrative. 
 



The communication barriers 

• Manipulation by the 
misuse of  
communication 
barriers 

– anthropological 
(socio-cultural) 

– psychological 

– organizational 



Some barriers 

Anthropological 
(socio-cultural) 
• Social norms 
• Group opinion 
• Conflict values 

and beliefs 
• Stereotypes 

(racial, ethnic, 
gender, 
orientation, etc.) 

• Language and 
Jargon 

Psychological 
• Filtriranje (opažamo samo 

ono što smo spremni 
prihvatiti) 

• Percepcije (nedovoljna 
predznanja, manjak širine) 

• Manjkava memorija  
• Loše slušanje (lažni, 

ograničeni, egocentrični 
slušatelji; koncentracija na 
detalje…) 

• Emotivno uplitanje (strah, 
trema, ushit, tjeskoba, 
humor) 

• differences in status, 
hierarchy 
 



The Ebbinghaus forgetting curve 

Hermann Ebbinghaus (1850-1909) found the 
rhythm of forgetfulness 



”We will never forget you!” 



False memories 

• “…memory distortions are basic and widespread 
in humans, and it may be unlikely that anyone is 
immune”, according to Lawrence Patihis et al. 
(PNAS). Even persons proved to have Highly 
Superior Autobiographical Memory. 

• All memory is colored with bits of life 
experiences. When people recall, “they are 
reconstructing” (James McGough, UC Irvine’s 
Center for the Neurobiology of Learning).  

• MIT researchers were able to successfully plant 
false memories in mice, as far as 2013. 



A collective memory 

• "Collective memory" is a set of memories - 
shared, transmitted and rebuilt by a social group - 
about the events of their past, from their origins 
to the present, and on which the identity of the 
group itself is based (Cristina Rubano). 

• It is dynamic, not a mere sum of individual 
memories, but is constructed, deconstructed and 
reconstructed in time,  

• in function of group’s present, and in function of 
its own prospect of the future. 



Fake off the future! 

• From a historical perspective,  

• more important of the 
political influence of false 
news on the contemporaries, 
their commitments and 
actions,  

• may be the influence that 
fake news has on future 
generations, insofar as they 
form fake collective memory 



A memory as a war enemy 

"... Not even the 
dead will be safe 
from the enemy 
if he wins. And 
this enemy has 
not ceased to 
win…” 

 
(Walter Benjamin, 
On the concept of 

history) 



History as an instrumentum regni 

• Napoléon was the first to 
explicitly formulate the project 
of "monarchically directed 
memory energy," proposing 
history as an instrumentum 
regni.  

• Today, the highest achievement 
of that project is represented, in 
a seemingly paradoxical way, by 
the negation and destruction of 
the past. 

(Vladimiro Giacché) 



Towards the fake memory 

• From a historical 
perspective, the political 
influence of false news on 
the contemporaries, their 
commitments and 
actions, is more 
important than the 
influence that fake news 
has on future 
generations, insofar as 
they form fake collective 
memory 

 



Sow the future memory 

• We incorporate into the 
future our alternative 
truth about the present. 

• We already have 
alternative truths about 
the recent past, like the 
Shoah. 



Alternative memories 

David K. Shipler (Arab and 
Jew : Wounded Spirits in a 
Promised Land, 1986, 
Plitzer Prize winner) has 
clearly documented that 
there are different, 
disparate, opposing 
narratives about the same 
events in the recent 
history of the jointly 
divided Holy Land.  

Similar examples are offered by 
the collective memories of  
• Hutu and Tutsi,  
• Croats and Serbs,  
• Greeks and Turks, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A pile of skulls in Rwanda after the 1994 genocide 



THE EU PROPOSAL 



Disinformation according to the EC 

• "…verifiably false or 
misleading information 
that is created, 
presented and 
disseminated for 
economic gain or to 
intentionally deceive the 
public, and may cause 
public harm". 

(28 –IV-2018) 



EC statement 

"Disinformation is not new as an instrument of political 
influence. New technologies, especially digital, have 
expanded its reach via the online environment to 
undermine our democracy and society. Since online trust 
is easy to break but difficult to rebuild, industry needs to 
work together with us on this issue. Online platforms 
have an important role to play in fighting disinformation 
campaigns organised by individuals and countries who 
aim to threaten our democracy.„ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrus Ansip, Vice-President for the Digital Single Market  (April 2018)  
 



EU measures to tackle disinformation  

The European Commission proposed (26 April, 
2018) measures to tackle disinformation online, 
including  

• an EU-wide Code of Practice on 
Disinformation,  

• support for an independent network of fact-
checkers, and  

• series of actions to stimulate quality 
journalism and promote media literacy. 



A Code of Practice on Disinformation 

By July, and as a first step, online platforms should develop and follow 
a common Code of Practice with the aim of: 
• Ensuring transparency about sponsored content, in particular 

political advertising, as well as restricting targeting options for 
political advertising and reducing revenues for purveyors of 
disinformation; 

• Providing greater clarity about the functioning of algorithms and 
enabling third-party verification; 

• Making it easier for users to discover and access different news 
sources representing alternative viewpoints; 

• Introducing measures to identify and close fake accounts and to 
tackle the issue of automatic bots; 

• Enabling fact-checkers, researchers and public authorities to 
continuously monitor online disinformation.  
 



Fact-checkers network 

• An independent European network of fact-
checkers: this will establish common working methods, 
exchange best practices, and work to achieve the 
broadest possible coverage of factual corrections 
across the EU; they will be selected from the EU 
members of the International Fact Checking 
Network which follows a strict International Fact 
Checking Network Code of Principles; 

• A secure European online platform on 
disinformation to support the network of fact-checkers 
and relevant academic researchers with cross-border 
data collection and analysis, as well as access to EU-
wide data.  
 



Media literacy 

• Enhancing media literacy: Higher level of 
media literacy will help Europeans to identify 
online disinformation and approach online 
content with a critical eye. To this end, the 
Commission will encourage fact-checkers and 
civil society organisations to provide 
educational material to schools and educators 
and organise a European Week of Media 
Literacy.  



Too much meat on the fire? 

• Support for Member States in ensuring the resilience of elections against 
increasingly complex cyber threats, including online disinformation and 
cyber attacks; 

• Promotion of voluntary online identification systems to improve the 
traceability and identification of suppliers of information and promote more 
trust and reliability in online interactions and in information and its sources; 

• Support for quality and diversified information: The Commission is calling 
on Member States to scale up their support of quality journalism to ensure a 
pluralistic, diverse and sustainable media environment. The Commission will 
launch a call for proposals in 2018 for the production and dissemination of 
quality news content on EU affairs through data-driven news media; 

• A Coordinated Strategic Communication Policy, drafted by the Commission 
services, combining current and future EU initiatives on online 
disinformation with those of Member States, will set out outreach activities 
aimed at countering false narratives about Europe and tackling 
disinformation within and outside the EU. 



 

Let’s discuss it! 


