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Clear statement of the research question:  

 

This is the presentation of the research of the Croatian Maritime Regesta – the 18th Century as a source 

for Jewish History. They consist of 3 published volumes with 16.000 documents from different 

collections of the Archivio di Stato di Venezia, Archivio di Stato di Ancona and Archivio di Stato di 

Fano. They tell the story of the Venetian Republic in the 18th century Adriatic.  

 

Among different researches planned in the project, this one analyzes Jewish role in the 18th century 

maritime trade. Analyzing these documents, we were able to find 544 documents that mention Jews of 

different origin and in different roles. The real life of factual 18th century Jews emerges with their names 

and surnames, often also with their fathers’ names. Sometimes they are specifically Jewish, sometimes 

not. They are subjects of Republic of Venice, the Papal State, the Austrian Empire, the Ottoman Empire, 

and the Republic of Dubrovnik. They can be merchants, agents, owners of merchandize or ships 

(parcenevoli and paroni), bankers, public figures (sensali), sometimes even captains. When they own 

ships, these ships have very recognizable names. 

 

There are several levels of analysis that we applied to this data: starting, transit and final destination 

ports (ex, in, and versus), types and quantities of merchandise, types of ships, names of captains, and 

role Jews had in these enterprises.  
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We reconstructed specific roles Jews had in the maritime trade, trade routes, trade and family networks 

and connections. They travel and trade within the Adriatic itself, as well as Mediterranean and in 

Northern seas as far as Norway or Russia. 

 

We can see that 544 new mentions of the Jews in the Regesta, add a lot of new data, therefore this project 

adds to our understanding of Jewish involvement in the Maritime trade. 

 

The research question for this paper was if in the 16,000 documents of the State archives of Venice, 

Ancona, and Fano from the 18th century collected in the Croatian Maritime Regesta vols. I-III, among 

the other Jewish trade and connections in the Adriatic and Mediterranean seas it is possible to find grain 

trade. In 544 documents about Jews, we found expressly 30 sources that refer to the grain trade. We 

analyzed dates, ports of import or export, type, size and capacity of ships, Jewish family names, their 

political subjection, their role in the grain trade (owners, merchants, forwarders), types of grain etc. The 

results of these crisscrossing analysis prove that in the 18th century grain trade wasn’t the main business 

Jews were involved in. The project of transcribing and editing further 80,000 documents (13 volumes) 

of the Croatian Maritime Regesta will show us more complete picture of relations between two Adriatic 

coasts. 
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Major research areas - Keywords: Jews; Maritime Trade; Grains; 18th Century; Adriatic Sea; 

Mediterranean Sea; Croatian Maritime Regesta. 

 

Theoretical/conceptual framework: Maritime Jewish Trade History, 18th century. Analysis of primary 

sources - 16,000 documents from State Archives of Venice, Ancona, Fano.  

 

The analysis starts from the documents of the Croatian Maritime Regesta by Nikola Čolak, whose 

volumes were published as follows: the first volume with 5000 regesta in Padua in 1985; the second 

volume with 7000 regesta in Padua in 1993; and the third one with another 4000 regesta by the curator 

Zrinka Podhraški Čizmek in 2017 published by the University of Split. 

 

The documents are in form of regesta (i.e. in abstract) and cover the period from 1700 until 1799: they 

are from the Archivio di Stato di Venezia, Archivio di Stato di Ancona, and Archivio di Stato di Fano. 

All 16,000 documents tell us the intense daily and weekly traffic not only within the Adriatic Sea, but 

also with the Mediterranean trade points and even trade points with merchants from northern seas, and 

the Atlantics.  

 

In this paper, we focus exclusively on the trade of grain, wheat, barley, rye and other “granaglie” in 

which the Jews were involved during the 18th century in different roles.  

 

We found 30 documents which attest the Jewish presence in this branch of trade: 20 merchants (i.e. 69 

percent), 7 owners of merchandise or “parcenevoli” (i.e. 24 percent), 1 forwarder (“spedizionere”), and 

1 shopkeeper (“negoziante”). 

 

In this analysis, we concentrated to the routes of the grain and the provenance of the entrepreneurs. We 

found that the most prominent route was from Trieste to Ancona (in even 13 cases). From Ancona to 

different ports of Adriatic and the Mediterranean Sea we found 5 voyages: 3 to Barcelona; 1 to Venice, 

and 1 to Genoa. From the Papal State, we found also 2 other routes from Senigallia and from Rimini to 

Ancona. Other interesting segment of the analysis include routes that goes toward Ancona from the 

following ports: Venice (1), Duino (1), Pazin (1), Rijeka (1), Senj (1), Dalmazia (non-specified port, 1), 

Dubrovnik (1). There is one case involving the departure from Durres which ended badly robbed by 

“corsari Tripolini” in front of Boka Kotorska. 

 

The most prominent entrepreneurs in this field are the merchant families of Morpurgo as we see in the 

documents: Eredi Morpurgo, Ebreo Morpurgo, Fratelli Marpurgo, Eredi Sanson Marpurgo, and Eredi 

Sanson Morpurgo, as well as Giovanni Rosolem. We traced the “parcenevoli” or owners of the 

merchandise with following names: Jacob Vita Pacifico, Giuseppe Treves, Levi del Banco Ebreo, Alban 
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and Giovanni Amadio, and Josef Consolo. We found that in the trade of grains there was also one 

shopkeeper in Venice, Antonio Vitali, and one forwarder in Ancona, Josef Consolo.  

 

All the ships but one involved in this kind of trade, were from different entrepreneurs not only from the 

ports on the Adriatic coasts, but even from outside. So, we can see 8 of them from Rovinj in Istria, 5 

from Venice, 4 from Lošinj and Cres, 4 from Loreo and Palazzuolo (in Friuli), 2 from Dubrovnik, even 

2 different entrepreneurs from Holland, and 1 from France.  

 

Another interesting consideration is about the ships which transport grain. There are 3 very large “navi” 

of 300-800 tons, length 16-18 m, and width 6-8 m. They are used for the longest routes through the 

Mediterranean Sea and beyond. There are 3 “brigantini” with capacity of 200-500 tons, also for the 

navigation out of the Adriatic Sea. There is 1 “marciliana” with capacity of 60-400 tons, length 18-26 

m, and width cca. 8 m. The most common type of ship is “trabaccolo”. There are 18 of them, with 

capacity of 14 to 200 tons, length 12-30 meters and width 3-8 m. We found a bit smaller type of ship, 2 

“pieleghi” with capacity of 15-100 tons, length 11-28 m, width up to 6 m. There is also 1 “feluca” with 

capacity of 15-70 tons, length 8-12 m, width, 3-4 m, and 1 non-specified “barca”. 

 

From several abovementioned analyses, which concerned just trade of grain we can see that Jewish 

merchants, owners of merchandise, forwarders and shopkeepers are not present in significant number. 

From our previous work and analysis, we can state that grain is not their main business, because from 

544 mentions of Jewish entrepreneurs just 30 (or 5.5 percent) are involved in this branch of trade.  

 

It is important to notice that our analysis is based on the first 16,000 published documents so this is not 

a final result of our study in this matter. We are working on the project of transcribing and publishing 

another cca. 80,000 documents already mapped from different archives on the both sides of the Adriatic 

Sea, The Codex Diplomaticus Maritumus Croatiae, to have the final and complete picture of the Jewish 

role not only in the Adriatic, but also on the Mediterranean trade, family and business connections. 

 

 


