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The new book by Snježana Koren, Politika povijesti u Jugoslaviji (1945–1960), 
deals with a relatively unexplored research subject for Croatian scholars, 
namely, the politics of history. The primary goal of the politics of history is to 
analyse the politically affirmative function of different historical interpreta-
tions. The field emerged in Germany during the 1990s, in the course of examin-
ing the influence of Western and Eastern German collective memory on the 
process of German unification. Currently, it seeks to understand how politics 
deals with history, how and why history is used for actual political needs, and 
finally, which consequences come from it.

Snježana Koren is a Croatian historian and lecturer at the Faculty of 
Humanities and Social Sciences in Zagreb. Her focus is on twentieth century 
Croatian and Yugoslav history, with a particular focus on topics such as cultural 
memory and the politics of history, textbooks, and teaching history.

As a case study, the author has chosen history classes in Yugoslavia between 
1945 and 1960, in the immediate post-WW2 years. According to the author, the 
teaching of history is one of the most obvious forms of the politics of history. 
Hence, she has thoroughly examined collections of school curricula, history 
textbooks, teacher development programs, and political decisions regarding 
history education. She questions the relationships between the decision- 
makers – the members of political and cultural elite who determined and pro-
duced the interpretations of history – and the recipients: teachers, students, 
and the parents who consumed those materials in everyday school practice.

Koren’s special concern, among others, is to focus on both the internal and 
external factors that influenced the changes and priorities in the Yugoslav 
state’s politics of history, and in particular, she focuses on how these related to 
the ideological changes in the Yugoslav Communist Party (later the League of 
Communists of Yugoslavia) and its affiliation towards the Soviet model, which 
was initially accepted but subsequently abandoned. All of these factors 
impacted society on several levels, including education in general and history 
classes in particular. In addition to the politics of history, the author analyzes 
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the culture of remembrance, especially in those chapters that deal with com-
memorative practices and historical representations of the People’s Liberation 
War in Yugoslavia (1941–1945). This book is rich with previously unpublished 
material from many archives, such as the Croatian State Archive, the Archive 
of Faculty for Humanities and Social Sciences in Zagreb, the Croatian School 
Museum, the National Library in Zagreb, and the Georg Eckert Institute in 
Braunschweig.

The book begins with a theoretical introduction in which the author estab-
lishes her fundamental arguments and research agenda: the political goals of 
the Communist Party of Yugoslavia, and the ways in which politics dealt with 
history and thus shaped education. She shows the great influence of the 
Agitprop department in the initial post-war years, and later the role of the 
Ministry of Education, education committees, and the educational bodies that 
developed out of the Partisan movement’s political organizations (narodni 
odbori). Koren emphasizes the importance of two legal acts from the post-war 
period – the Seven-Year Education Law (1945) and the General Law on 
Education (1958) – as well as the significance of the implementation of a com-
pulsory eight-year education. She describes in detail the specific changes in 
post-war history education, the shaping of teaching plans, the curricula, and 
the professional training of history teachers under the new regime. One of the 
most important chapters deals with the production of history textbooks, from 
the first handbooks published during WW2 that were based upon and trans-
lated from Soviet textbooks, to the abandonment of the Soviet model after 
1948 and the creation of new history textbooks in the 1950s. Based on examples 
of textbooks from the People’s Republic of Croatia, it is possible to witness the 
paradigmatic changes that took place from the interwar and wartime period 
up until the adoption of the Soviet model. Equally interesting is the shift from 
the Soviet-style textbooks to the new Yugoslav history books of the 1950s. Koren 
offers a compelling comparative analysis of national historical themes and 
subjects in several Yugoslav republics, with reference to the creation of special 
national textbooks and the problem of synchronizing particular national his-
torical subjects, as well as how they differed in the various Yugoslav republics.

A common thread throughout the book is the influence of actual history on 
the shaping of class material. For example, one important question was how to 
deal with the war in the handbooks that were issued by the Communist Party 
of Yugoslavia while the conflict still raged. No less important was the shaping 
of the historical narrative about the war in the immediate post-war period, and 
similarly significant was the changing of political realities during the time of 
the Yugoslav conflict with the Soviet Union, as well as finally in the 1950s, when 
textbook authors distanced themselves from Soviet dominance. The final 
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chapter of the book also tackles the important subject of cultural memory in 
history teaching, special holidays, and commemorations in schools. This 
reveals how the educational system became an important element of the  
new Yugoslav politics of history, with the creation of new traditions and the 
re-evaluation of old ones following the conflict with the ussr. The conclusion 
recognizes and confirms several main goals of the Communist politics of his-
tory, including the influence of the picture of the past as integration glue for 
society, the use of history as a tool to identify the political work of the 
Communist Party, and the differentiation of state(s) and society that were 
present in the area before.

Snježana Koren is one of Croatia’s most important methodologists of mod-
ern history education, and she participates in the creation of national strate-
gies and the publication of innovative high school textbooks. Thus, it is not 
surprising that she chose to analyze the complexities of history education in 
the turbulent period after WW2. Her book successfully analyzes vast amounts 
of unpublished documents, and effectively incorporates theories from the field 
of memory studies to show how the communist regime sought to impose their 
hegemonic narrative at all levels of society, beginning with new generations 
through the educational system. The author deals with both the elite-level 
political acts as well as in depth analyses of textbooks and other classroom 
materials from the period. Koren’s book not only provides a strong foundation 
for further research on this topic, but also offers a wide breath of sources that 
can serve as the starting point for a variety of interdisciplinary investigations 
into the cultural history of socialist Yugoslavia. This is an important work that 
is not only relevant for understanding post-WW2 Croatia, but also for better 
understanding socialist Yugoslavia and the effects of ideological interventions 
into the educational sphere.
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