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Mato Ilkić – Tomislav Šeparović 

Numismatics in the Education System of the  
Republic of Croatia 

 
 

Numismatics has been a separate course at the University of Zagreb since the 
19th century. In 1893 archaeology became a separate discipline as a part of 
which numismatics was taught by Dr. Josip Brunšmid. He obtained his vast 
numismatic knowledge during his studies at the Vienna University. As part of 
his studies he analysed and catalogued almost 70,000 coin finds. His famous 
dissertation Die Inschriften und Münzen der griechischen Städte Dalmatiens (1898) is 
a capital work and starting point in studying and understanding the problems of 
the Greco-Illyrian coins. Duje Rendić Miočević made a significant contribution to 
the development of numismatics after the Second World War. Based on the 
work he had done himself he developed a curriculum for students to further 
elaborate their knowledge about numismatics of the pre-Roman period. Nu-
mismatics has continuously been a course in the studies of archaeology at the 
University of Zagreb ever since. The courses are aimed at looking at the history 
and development of coins and numismatics from the first emergence of coins to 
the end of the Middle Ages. The curriculum emphasises the importance of coins 
as a first class archaeological and historical source. In that process students learn 
how to use coin finds as a means of interpreting the economic and political cir-
cumstances prevailing in different times and areas. 

There are several thematic units in the course. Introduction into numismatics 
offers an overview of numismatic research in Croatia as well as a history of 
collecting old coins starting from the Renaissance humanists to contemporary 
period. Overview of the history of coins starts with the presentation of the devel-
opment of the monetary economy, the role of coins as a social phenomenon and 
the technology of making coins. Numismatic artefacts are analysed starting from 
the earliest emergence of coins, then there is an overview of the earliest Greek 
coinage, the coinage of southern Italy and Sicily, and of the Hellenistic rulers. 
The coinage is analysed in its wider social, economic and historical context, 
particularly through the contact of the Greeks with their neighbours in the east-
ern Adriatic. The development of Greek art in all of its phases can be monitored 
through the analysis of depictions on coins. 

Greco-Illyrian coinage and its circulation on the eastern Adriatic coast is a 
particularly important thematic unit. Economic and political relations of the 
Greek colonies and indigenous population are studied by means of the coin 
finds. Students learn about the Illyrian rulers whose portraits are depicted on 
coins. Illyrian king Ballaios is particularly important in that context since the 
only sources for this king are the coins carrying his name. 
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In pre-Roman times a great amount of North African coins, particularly from 
Numidia and Carthage, reached the regions of Croatia. Questions of circulation 
and chronology of these coins are comprehensively addressed in the lectures. 
The coins are analysed in the context of wider trade relations in the Mediterra-
nean considering the role of the local Illyrian population in these relations. Nu-
midian and Carthaginian coins are a convenient link with the earliest Roman 
coins since they were found together in the Mazin type hoards which represent a 
special phenomenon.  

Roman presence in the regions of Croatia left many numismatic traces. 
Therefore it is not surprising that Roman coinage gets most attention. Students 
learn about Roman coinage in general, but the course also focuses on individual 
coin finds, coin hoards, where the various coins were found and the evidence of 
circulation of the coins in particular sites and regions. The structure of circula-
tion is analysed with emphasis on statistic and comparative analysis of the coin 
finds. Tables and charts are used as a means to present the information about the 
numbers of coins in circulation and where they were originated. Coins are ana-
lysed chronologically by the minting periods and by the reigns of the various 
emperors, but also on the basis of production material. 

Considering the exceptional importance of numismatic finds for the history 
of the regions of Croatia in the Early Middle Ages, great attention in the study of 
numismatics is paid to the Byzantine and other rare types of the early Byzantine 
currency. Coins from the beginning of the 6th to the end of the 11th century are 
interpreted through several themes related to historical circumstances in this 
area, starting from the currency during the Ostrogothic rule and Justinian's re-
conquista, over the fall of Salona through the numismatic finds, to the coins of 
Constantine V. Copronymus which are particularly important for the eastern 
Adriatic coast as this was evidently tribute of Byzantium to the Croats after the 
fall of the Exarchate of Ravenna. 9th century Byzantine coins are analysed by 
reference to the historical and contemporary economic situation of the period. 
Large numbers of golden histamena of Romanos Argyros are also a special topic 
which is related to social and economic circumstances in Croatia in the 11th 
century. 

Rare Carolingian coins are used to explain economic circumstances in early 
medieval Europe in relation to the regions of Croatia. 

In the thematic unit about the numismatics of the Advanced and Late Middle 
Ages students learn about the most frequent coins in the regions of Croatia. 
Venetian coins are particularly important as they were found in great quantities 
at archaeological sites in Dalmatia, then the coins of the Italian communes, the 
coins of the Dalmatian cities and Dubrovnik, the coins of the Bosnian rulers, the 
Slavonian banal denarii („banovci“) and the Hungarian coins. Analysis of the 
mentioned coinages sheds light on the economic and political situation of the 
regions of Croatia in the mentioned period. 

The course places emphasis on the students carrying out practical work. An 
important element of the course is that students work on original coin finds 
unearthed in the archaeological excavations organized by the Department of 
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Archaeology at the Faculty of Philosophy in Zagreb. The Roman military camp 
Tilurium in the village of Gardun in the hinterland of Split is one of the im-
portant archaeological sites where numismatic finds are analysed. At this site 
archaeological excavations have been conducted continuously for almost two 
decades, and students form the basis of the team obtaining practical and theoret-
ical knowledge. So far this site has yielded various numismatic finds, mostly 
Roman. This site promises students the opportunity of experience in working in 
the field on a site with the potential to be of international significance. On the 
basis of numismatic finds students learn about the different kinds and typology 
of the recovered coins as well as about intensity of its inflow and circulation in 
comparison with other similar sites. While working at the site, students have a 
chance to participate in the discovery of coin finds, their proper storage and 
create documentation necessary for later analysis. While working on recovered 
coins, its importance for dating is emphasized as well as the need to document 
properly and thoroughly all numismatic finds, taking into consideration all the 
available information in order to use these finds to the utmost benefit of the site 
as a whole. Special attention is paid to showing students some of the most im-
portant collections, in which they can see original examples such as the ones in 
the Archaeological Museums in Zagreb and Split, then the Museum of Slavonia 
in Osijek and some smaller but equally important collections such as the one in 
the Museum of the Croatian Archaeological Monuments, which is very im-
portant for the study of the medieval history of Croatia. 

At the University of Zadar revised curricula of archaeology and history in-
corporate the Bologna Declaration and offer a range of numismatic courses to 
suit all levels of experience. The history curriculum comprises two courses deal-
ing with numismatics: Ancient numismatics in the historical regions of Croatia and 
Numismatics of the Middle Ages and post-medieval period. The archaeology curricu-
lum offers the following courses: Classical numismatics, Medieval numismatics and 
Post-medieval numismatics. Within the postgraduate PhD studies of archaeology 
there are two numismatic courses: Coins in ancient Liburnia and Medieval coins in 
Dalmatia. 

Courses dealing with ancient numismatics contain a series of thematic units. 
Primarily it is the Greek coinage, particularly from the regions of southern Italy 
and Sicily and from the Greek colonies in the Croatian part of the Adriatic. Then 
there are also coins of Carthage, Numidia and the Ptolemies. Courses also en-
compass monetary activity of the Celts, Illyrian rulers and tribes. Great attention 
is paid to Roman Republican coins and especially the numerous Imperial coins. 

In the courses dealing with medieval numismatics, the first thematic units 
deal with the Byzantine monetary system, the currency of the Migration Period 
(Ostrogoths and Gepids) and with Carolingian coins. Then there are topics 
which analyse medieval coins from the Italian region, particularly Venetian 
coins. Other topics include medieval Hungarian coinage and coins from Austria 
and Bavaria. Great attention is paid to banal pennies (denarii banales), represent-
ing monetary activity of the Croatian noblemen and coinage of the Dalmatian 
cities and the Republic of Ragusa. 
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Courses which deal with post-medieval numismatics have a series of thema-
tic units such as the coinage of the Habsburgs or coinage of the Ottoman Empire. 

Generally all periods were encompassed through the seven numismatic 
courses at the University of Zadar, from the first emergence of coins to the Mod-
ern Era. In addition to general themes such as emergence and development of 
coinage, technique of production and iconography, particular emphasis is put on 
those monetary systems whose coins were circulating in the regions of what is 
now modern-day Croatia. 

Students from Zadar can often witness directly discoveries of coin finds 
while they participate in the professionally organized students’ placement or in 
many systematic and rescue archaeological excavations. They also get the oppor-
tunity to see coin finds in many museum collections. It seems that all this has 
resulted in a more pronounced interest in numismatics of some of the students 
from Zadar. They are also coauthors of an exhibition and catalogue with the title 
Towards ancient numismatics (2012). They participated in many scientific confer-
ences with numismatic topics. They have published a number of numismatic 
articles, individually or in co-authorship. Four diploma theses were subsequent-
ly published as articles. We would like to mention one of these works which 
analysed previously unknown coin types of the Roman Emperor Trajan. A re-
cently graduated archaeologist presently works as a trainee in the Archaeologi-
cal Museum in Zadar, where he has been entrusted with the revision of the nu-
mismatic collection. He plans to continue his education through the doctoral 
study, with a numismatic topic. 

 
We would also like to emphasize that in the last few years we have sought to 
popularize numismatic research. We have organized exhibitions and public 
lectures and created a network of associates, particularly in the region of North-
ern Dalmatia which made many private collections available to us. We know the 
exact find spots and circumstances of discovery for most of these old coins. So 
far we have analysed and catalogued about 4,000 such coin finds. Mostly they 
belong to the pre-Imperial period, others are of the Roman Empire and from the 
Middle Ages or Early Modern Period. Students assisted in collecting information 
and documenting these old coins. 

Our goal is to collect as many coin finds as possible, to study and publish 
them, in order to preserve them for future generations. Whether we will succeed 
in our attempt is dependent on our inspiring a new generation to take up the 
studies of numismatics. 
 


