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PREFACE

The regions of the northern Adriatic and the eastern Alps share a common historical and cultural legacy that 
transcends modern political and linguistic divisions. Since prehistory and most particularly in the Roman period, 
the relatively easily accessible mountain passes in these regions favoured the development of a road network across 
the Alps, ensuring close contacts as well as an economic and cultural exchange between the Mediterranean and the 
continent.

With the aim of studying the life and the events that shaped the Roman period in these regions, three institutions 
from Austria, Italy and Slovenia (Alpen-Adria-Universität Klagenfurt, Università degli studi di Udine and Znan-
stvenoraziskovalni center SAZU, Inštitut za arheologijo of Ljubljana) have come together and organised a series of 
joint activities in the form of seminars, lectures, field trips to major archaeological sites and visits to the museum in 
all three countries. The collaboration also included a series of international conferences designed to bring together 
researchers and scholars, and enable an easy and fast exchange of information and research results. Each conference 
was devoted to disseminating, updating and discussing a specific topic on the history and archaeology of the regions.

The results of the international collaboration are being published in the Studia Alpium et Adriae series.

***

The research of the Roman army in the region enjoys a long and continuous history, but has recently gained 
particular momentum that is reflected, among other things, in three collective works entitled Miles romanus, dal Po 
al Danu bio nel tardoantico (Pordenone 2002), XVII Roman Military Equipment Conference Zagreb 2010, Weapons 
and Military Equipment in a Funerary Context (Zagreb 2013) and Evidence of the Roman army in Slovenia / Sledovi 
rimske vojske na Slovenskem (Ljubljana 2015).

New discoveries and the re-examination of old ones is offering new insights into the Roman army and the 
historical questions related to its presence and activity in the region. This led to another conference dedicated to the 
subject, organised in Ljubljana in 2014. In the following year, the select topics of the conference were supplemented 
and broadened, and collectively presented in the first volume of Studia Alpium et Adriae. The book contains the 
contributions of twenty-one authors from four countries (Italy, Slovenia, Croatia and Austria) who present the results 
of their work conducted in recent years within different research groups and projects. 

The book is titled The Roman army between the Alps and the Adriatic and spans the time from the beginnings 
of the Roman conquest to the Late Roman period (1st century BC – 5th century AD) in Regio X of Italy and parts 
of the Roman provinces of Noricum, Pannonia Superior and Dalmatia. The contributions tackle the questions of 
the chronology and strategy of the Roman conquest, the architecture of the military posts, as well as the remains of 
weapons and military equipment, while the inscriptions on stones reveal the origins of the soldiers, the methods of 
recruitment, the movements of the army units and the settlement of the veterans. The chapters of the book follow a 
geographical order, from west to east, beginning at Aquileia, which was the starting point for the military operations 
in the period of conquest and later served as the point of defence against the incursions from the east. The last part 
deals with the questions pertaining to the role of the Roman army in Pannonia. 

The contributions bring a wealth of new knowledge and will, we hope, incite researchers to ask new questions 
and make new discoveries to advance the understanding of the early history of the Caput Adriae area.

Paolo Casari, Jana Horvat, Renate Lafer, Stefano Magnani
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NOT EXACTLY NEW EPIGRAPHIC TESTIMONIES 
FOR THE BENEFICIARII IN SISCIA … 

Ivan RADMAN-LIVAJA, Vlatka VUKELIĆ

Abstract

While checking some stone monuments brought to the City museum in Sisak in the last decades - most of them having been 
found during rescue excavations within Sisak – our attention focused on two monuments bearing inscriptions left by beneficiarii. 
They appear to be two altars which were presumed lost (CIL III 10843 / CBI 303 and CIL III 3957 / CBI 302). This lead us to 
check archival data and consider the possible find spots of all the monuments left by beneficiarii in Siscia. 

Keywords: Siscia, beneficiarii, statio, votive altars

The presence of beneficiarii in Siscia is certainly 
not an issue since their epigraphic record is anything 
but scant and has been covered more or less extensively 
in several scholarly publications. Both the beneficiarii 
consularis1 and the beneficiarii procuratoris2 are attested 
in the inscriptions and there is thus no doubt that a 
station, or more likely two, must have been in the city 
in the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD but its exact location is 
still unknown (or their locations as a matter of fact). 

1  CIL III 3957, Barkóczi 1964, 29/10, CBI 302; CIL III 
10843, Barkóczi 1964, 29/43, CBI 303; CIL III 3955, Barkóczi 
1964, 29/9, CBI 304; CIL III 3948, Barkóczi 1964, 29/5, CBI 
305; CIL III 15180, Brunšmid 1898, 193‒194, fig. 93, AE 1901, 
234, Barkóczi 1964, 29/58, CBI 306; CIL III 3949, Brunšmid 
1907, 95, cat. 207, AIJ 533, Barkóczi 1964, 29/6, CBI 310; CIL 
III 15181, Brunšmid 1901, 122‒124, fig. 8, Brunšmid 1907, 
131‒132, cat. 265, AIJ 552, Barkóczi 1964, 29/60, CBI 311; 
CIL III 10839 (= 3950), Ljubić 1879, 66, Brunšmid 1907, 
95‒96, cat. 208, AIJ 534, Barkóczi 1964, 29/39, CBI 312; CIL 
III 3970, Brunšmid 1909, 151‒152, cat. 343, AIJ 566, Barkóczi 
1964, 29/17, CBI 313.

2  CIL III 3942, AIJ 527, Mócsy 1959, 57/12, CBI 308; 
CIL III 3947, Barkóczi 1964, 29/4, CBI 307; CIL III 10842, 
Brunšmid 1907, 97‒98, cat. 211, AIJ 537, Barkóczi 1964, 
29/42, CBI 309.

11 votive inscriptions left by beneficiarii are known 
to have been found in Siscia, 9 of them by beneficiarii 
consularis3 and 3 by beneficiarii procuratoris.4 

Among these, the most numerous are the ones de-
voted to Jupiter. The god is mentioned either alone (four 
inscriptions are devoted to Iovi Optimo Maximo while 
one is devoted to Iovi Optimo Maximo Heliopolitano)5 
or with other deities (Iovi Optimo Maximo et Cereri, Iovi 
Optimo Maximo et Genio loci).6 Besides the supreme de-
ity, beneficiarii from Siscia have left votive inscriptions 
dedicated to Liber and Silvanus (Libero Patri et Silvano 
Domestico),7 Mars and Victoria (Marti et Victoriae),8 
Ceres (Cereri Augustae)9 as well as to an unknown deity 

3  cf. Rankov 1986, 8‒23; Dise 1995, 72‒80; Ott 1995, 
30‒32, 82‒129; Nelis-Clément 2000, 59‒85, 122‒126, 220‒243.

4  cf. Ott 1995, 32‒34, 129‒132, 139, 144, 151‒155; Nelis-
Clément 2000, 243‒259.

5  CBI 304 (Iovi Optimo Maximo Heliopolitano), CBI 305, 
CBI 307, CBI 310, CBI 312.

6  CBI 303 (Iovi Optimo Maximo et Genio loci), CBI 309 
(Iovi Optimo Maximo et Cereri).

7  CBI 302.
8  CBI 306.
9  CBI 308.

The Roman army between the Alps and the Adriatic, 
Opera Instituti Archaeologici Sloveniae 31 / Studia Alpium et Adriae I, 2016, 205–212
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Map 1: Presumed find spots of some of the altars erected by beneficiarii in Siscia. A: town, B: cemeteries.

(the monument is fragmentary and the first half of the 
inscription is missing).10 

The sample is too small to discern a clear pattern, 
but it seems that beneficiarii consularis and benefi-
ciarii procuratoris differed somehow in their habits. In 
point of fact, the goddess Ceres appears only in votive 
inscriptions left by beneficiarii procuratoris, while ben-
eficiarii consularis seem to have been more eclectic in 
their choice of divinities. This is most certainly due to 
their different responsibilities. Beneficiarii procuratoris 
were likely in charge of army supplies and supervision 
of the annona transportation, perhaps even in control 

10  CBI 311.

of granaries, tasks which naturally demand the propitia-
tion of Ceres.11

However, both groups were mostly erecting altars 
to the supreme deity, Jupiter, which conforms to the 
regular practice attested elsewhere among beneficiarii.12

Besides votive monuments, one funerary inscrip-
tion from Siscia mentions a veteran of the XIV legio 
Gemina who happened to be a beneficiarius.13 We 
may presume that he stayed in the city where he was 

11  Nelis-Clément 2000, 194‒195, 255.
12  Nelis-Clément 1994, 252‒259; Nelis-Clément 2000, 

26‒44.
13  CIL III 3970; Brunšmid 1909, 151‒152, cat. 343; AIJ 

566; Barkóczi 1964, 29/17; CBI 313.
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stationed prior to his retirement but this nevertheless 
has to remain a mere conjecture. Indeed, he may simply 
have been a native of Siscia who returned home after 
his retirement, but since his legion is known to have 
provided beneficiarii in Pannonia (few of them served in 
Siscia as a matter of fact), the possibility that he served in 
Siscia as well is not to be dismissed.14 Be it as it may, M. 
Aurelius Glabrio’s funerary monument does not change 
the overall picture in any way. 

While checking some stone monuments brought 
to the City museum in Sisak in the last decades - most 
of them having being found during rescue excavations 
within Sisak – our attention focused on two monuments 
undeniably bearing inscriptions left by beneficiarii. One 
monument was quickly identified as an altar published 
long time ago and believed to be lost ever since (Figs. 

14  It has to be reminded that beneficiarii normally did not 
spend many years in the same statio. Spending a relatively 
short period there (6 months to a year or two, rarely few 
years more, although there was a possibility of returning 
to the same statio after a while) during their relatively long 
career could hardly create bonds strong enough to entice 
them to spend their retirement at those places, unless there 
were other reasons as well. Family ties first come to mind, 
but there is no doubt that large cities like Sirmium, Siscia or 
Poetovio could have been attractive places to any Pannonian 
army veteran wishing to start a new life, whether he spent 
some time there previously or not; cf. Rankov 1986, 243‒248; 
Ott 1995, 105‒106; Dise 1997, 285‒294; Nelis-Clément 2000, 
52, 138‒140, 144‒145, 203‒204.

1; 2).15 Finding a monument presumed lost is always a 
matter of great joy to any researcher but in this particular 
case we were also able to amend the transcription of 
the inscription. A thorough autopsy showed that there 
are few discrepancies compared to the first publication. 
While not major – the general meaning of the text is 
not in doubt – we could notice certain differences, most 
notably as far as the name of one dedicant is concerned.

The inscription has always been referred to accord-
ing to the transcription published in the Corpus Inscriptio-
num Latinarum (CIL III 10843), which appears as follows:

I(ovi) O(ptimo) M(aximo)
et Genio Loci
C(aius) Apul(ivs) Sabi
nus et M(arcus) I<u>n(ius)
Dexter b(ene)f(iciarii) co(n)s(ularis)
v(ota) s(olverunt) l(ibentes) m(eritis)
Alb[ino et] M[a]x[imo] co(n)s(ulibus)

The inscription was unmistakably dated (227 AD), 
the names of the deities were not in doubt, while the 
names of the two beneficarii who erected the altar seemed 
to be positively identified although the second dedicant’s 
nomen gentile was not read with a high level of certainty. 
Nevertheless, a gentilicium such as Iunius seemed like a 
rather credible interpretation. 

15  CIL III 10843; Barkóczi 1964, 29/43; CBI 303.

Figs. 1 and 2: Altar published as CIL III 10843 / CBI 303

  1                  2
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However, the new autopsy of this monument16 
shows a somewhat different text:

I(ovi) O(ptimo) M(aximo)
[et] Genio Loci
[_ ] Apul(ius) Sabi
nus et M(arcus) Enn(ius)
Dexter b(ene)f(iciarii) co(n)s(ularis)
v(ota) s(olverunt) l(ibentes) m(eritis)
Alb[ino] e[t] Max[imo] co(n)s(ulibus)

The first line is clear, but the surface at the begin-
ning of the second and third line is badly damaged, and 
one does not see the junction et nor the abbreviated 
praenomen C(aius).17 It is however perfectly conceivable 
that these lines were entirely readable back in the 19th 
century and that the monument was only subsequently 
damaged, rendering the reading of the second and third 
lines more uncertain. Thus, we consider that the first 
reading is not to be discarded altogether. The junction 
et is to be expected at that spot in any case, and we may 
reasonably presume that the first beneficiarius was in-
deed bearing the praenomen Caius. 

However, his colleague’s name was not interpreted 
accurately. It appears clearly that his gentilicium is in 
fact Enn(ius). Although less widespread than the nomen 
gentile Iunius,18 Ennius was hardly an uncommon name, 
although far more frequent in Italy than elsewhere. It is 
not unusual in Southern Gaul, one finds it also in the 
Iberian Peninsula, the Rhine area, Dalmatia and Nori-
cum, and few occurrences appear in other provinces as 
well.19 It was also attested in Pannonia, but only twice, 
in Carnuntum and Savaria.20 We may thus surmise 
that Marcus Ennius Dexter was more likely of Italian 
or Western origin and not a native of Pannonia. This 
assumption has nevertheless to remain hypothetical. 

The reading of the consular date differs slightly 
from the transcription in the CIL but there is no doubt 
that the altar was actually erected in 227. 

The second inscription is unfortunately in a frag-
mentary state (Fig. 3). The whole upper part of the altar 
is missing and we have no idea to whom the inscription 
was dedicated. The last three lines are however partially 
or entirely preserved and at first we suggested the fol-
lowing reading:

- - - - - - 
[---] M(arcus) Aurel(ius)

16  It now bears the inventory number GMS-27465.
17  Cagnat 1914, 39; Salomies 1987, 28‒29.
18  Schulze 1904, 470; Mócsy 1959, 155; Barkóczi 1964, 

301; Solin, Salomies 1994, 99; OPEL 2, 208, s.v. Ivnivs.
19  Schulze 1904, 355, 423; Mócsy 1959, 154; Solin, 

Salomies 1994, 73; OPEL 2, 117‒118, s.v. Ennivs.
20  CIL III 4474; CIL III 11409 = Inscriptiones tegularum 

Pannonicarum T. XXXI: 46 = L’Année Épigraphique 1975, 687.

Quint(us) b(ene)f(iciarius) co(n)s(ularis)
v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) m(erito)

As one may see, this inscription was perfectly 
ordinary, not much can be guessed neither from the 
name of the dedicant nor from the typical abbreviation 
v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) m(erito). As a matter of fact, we 
may surmise that Marcus Aurelius Quintus was not alone 
and that his colleague’s name is missing with the upper 
part of the inscription. In that case, the reading could be: 

- - - - - - 
[---] M(arcus) Avrel(ius)
Quint(us) b(ene)f(iciarii) co(n)s(ularis)
v(otum) s(olverunt) l(ibentes) m(erito)

Be it as it may, the votive character of the inscrip-
tion is not in doubt while the name of the beneficiarius 
consularis, Marcus Aurelius Quintus would rather point 
to a date after 212, when a large number of Pannonia’s 
inhabitants started bearing this praenomen21 and nomen 
gentile,22 although a late 2nd century dating would not 
be excluded either. However, the letters preceding the 
letter M, that we interpreted as the praenomen M(arcus) 
kept puzzling us. Obviously there is only enough room 
for few letters at most, and it would appear that vague 
traces of only two letters are visible before the letter M. 
While trying to read those letters, we realised that this 
might not be an unpublished and unknown inscrip-
tion after all. Indeed, the CIL III 3957 / CBI 302 is also 
presumed lost, but when recorded this inscription was 
mostly preserved and it was read as following:

21  Cagnat 1914, 39; Salomies 1987, 37‒38, 114, 155‒159, 
186.

22  Schulze 1904, 445, 468; TLL, Vol. II, 1482–1488, 
s.v. Aurelius; Mócsy 1959, 24, 41, 151; Barkóczi 1964, 294, 
299‒300; OPEL 1, 238‒249, 342, s.v. Avrelivs; Solin, Salomies 
1994, 28, s.v. Aurelius; OPEL 12, 99‒105, s.v. Avrelivs.

Fig. 3: Fragmented altar, presumably CIL III 3957 / CBI 302 
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Libero Patri
et [Silvano]
Dom(estico) Aurel(ius)
Quint(illus?) b(ene)f(iciarius) co(n)s(ularis)
v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) m(erito)

Although the upper half of the inscription now 
preserved in the Sisak City Museum is missing, the last 
three lines appear to be identical to the lost monument 
known as CIL III 3957 / CBI 302. In that case, the letter 
M would not be the praenomen M(arcus) but the last 
letter of the abbreviation DOM, i.e. dom(estico), an 
epithet of Silvanus. Indeed, traces of letters D and O 
could likely be present when one carefully checks the 
inscription. It would thus seem quite probable that this 
is what remains of the CIL III 3957 / CBI 302 altar. The 
correct reading of what is left of the inscription would 
therefore be:

- - - - - - 
Ḍọm(estico) Aurel(ius)
Quint(illus?) b(ene)f(iciarius) co(n)s(ularis)
v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) m(erito)

The issue of the cognomen has to remain open 
in our opinion. The name was abbreviated due to lack 
of space and the CIL editors opted for the reading 
Qvint(illus?).23 However, there is no reason why this 
cognomen could not be Quintus,24 Quintilianus25 or 
Quintilius26 as suggested by the editors of the CBI. We 
may even add Quintianus,27 Quintinus28 or Quintio29 
as not utterly unlikely possibilities since all of these 
cognomina were recorded in Pannonia. In any case, 
Quintus is by far the most common cognomen among 
the suggested possibilities. 

Since this altar is fragmented, we obviously can-
not be absolutely certain that this really is the lost altar 
CIL III 3957 / CBI 302, but it is a very likely possibility.

Despite a relatively high number of inscriptions 
left by beneficiarii in Siscia, we must admit that our 

23  Mócsy 1959, 187; Barkóczi 1964, 322; Kajanto 1965, 
38, 169, 174; Solin, Salomies 1994, 389; OPEL 4, 19, s.v. 
Qvintillvs.

24  Mócsy 1959, 55, 60, 187; Barkóczi 1964, 295, 322; 
Kajanto 1965, 20, 30, 39, 41, 73‒75, 77, 174, 293; Solin, 
Salomies 1994, 389; OPEL 4, 20, s.v. Qvintvs.

25  Mócsy 1959, 187; Barkóczi 1964, 322; Kajanto 1965, 
153, 169, 174; Solin, Salomies 1994, 388‒389; OPEL 4, 18‒19, 
s.v. Qvintilianvs.

26  Barkóczi 1964, 322; OPEL 4, 19, s.v. Qvintilius.
27  Mócsy 1959, 187; Barkóczi 1964, 322; Kajanto 1965, 35, 

153; Solin, Salomies 1994, 388; OPEL 4, 18, s.v. Qvintianus.
28  Mócsy 1959, 187; Barkóczi 1964, 322; Kajanto 1965, 

174; Solin, Salomies 1994, 389; OPEL 4, 19, s.v. Qvintinus.
29  Mócsy 1959, 187; Barkóczi 1964, 322; Kajanto 1965, 

37, 164, 174; Solin, Salomies 1994, 388‒389; OPEL 4, 19, s.v. 
Qvintio.

knowledge about their stay and activities in Siscia re-
mains sketchy at best and many important issues remain 
unresolved. There is no doubt that both beneficiarii 
consularis and beneficiarii procuratoris operated in Siscia 
and although we may presume what their respective 
responsibilities and duties were, neither do we really 
know if they were active there contemporaneously nor 
if they shared the same facilities. This is not implausible 
but since we have no idea where the statio might have 
been, we may only conjecture about that. 

Could these finds offer some clues about the location 
of the station? Clue would indeed be a far more appropri-
ate term than proof or evidence. While we do have some 
data about find spots, it is more often than not inconsistent 
and patchy but it may nonetheless provide useful hints 
about the possible location of the statio (or both stations 
if we presume that beneficiarii consularis and beneficiarii 
procuratoris were not sharing the same facilities. 

The altar erected by the beneficiarius Aurel(ius) 
Quint(illus?) to Liber and Silvanus (CBI 302; CIL III 
3957) – whose fragment may have been rediscovered 
in the City Museum − was found according to Katančić 
outside of the city, in the foundations of a farm. Ac-
cording to M. Sabljar the monument was subsequently 
brought to the old fortress south of the city (“Stari 
Grad”).30 The exact find spot is however impossible to 
determine precisely.

The first altar discussed in this paper, raised in 227 
AD by C. Apul(ius) Sabinus and M. Enn(ivs) (CBI 303; 
CIL III 10843) was only described by Ivan Krstitelj Tkalčić 
as being from Siscia. However, we know that he was su-
pervising the road construction in Galdovo in the early 
1860-ties, when he witnessed the discovery of Roman 
graves,31 found where the large southeastern necropolis 
is now known to have been situated. A Roman road was 
also situated there, leading from the city gates further east. 
Tkalčić might have seen this monument for the first time 
at that occasion. It is believed that it was recovered from 
the walls of the old granary in Rimska street, demolished 
in 1954, and then brought to the City museum but this 
information has not been confirmed by archival data. 
Even if this happens to be true, the monument must have 
been used as spolia in the 19th century, when the granary 
was built, and its true find spot remains unkown. The 
other altar from the City museum, possibly a fragment 
of the CBI 302, was also supposedly found when the old 
granary was demolished in 1954 but again, this allegation 
is not substantiated by written evidence. 

30  Katančić 1795, 171 (cf. CIL III 3957); manuscript 
by Mijat Sabljar from 1858, archives of the Archaeological 
Museum in Zagreb, Dossier Siscija, Sisak od 1851 – 1935, 
42/25; cf. Vukelić 2011, 53, 78‒79.

31  Letter of I. K. Tkalčić, dated to July 27th 1864, archives 
of the Archaeological Museum in Zagreb, Dossier Siscija, 
Sisak od 1851 – 1935, 42/25.
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The exact find spot of the altar erected by L. Virilius 
Pupus to Iupiter Heliopolitanus (CBI 304; CIL III 3955) 
is not known either but the monument was also taken 
to the fortress south of the city. However, the inscription 
itself contains an interesting clue. It ends with a warning 
“ne quis in hac ara porcos agi facere velit”, which presu-
mably implies that the statio was outside of city walls 
(not unsurprising as a matter of fact), in a place where 
pigs could roam freely.32 

We lack precise data for T. Flavius Candidus’ altar 
as well (CBI 305; CIL III 3948), except for the fact men-
tioned in the CIL that the monument was also brought 
to the old fortress.33 

The lost altar to Mars and Victoria by L. Domitius 
Constitutus (CBI 306; CIL III 15180) was found in Sisak 
in 1862 and allegedly immediately reused for construc-
tion work. The information was provided to Tkalčić by a 
certain doctor Volpi. Since Tkalčić made a sketch which 
he subsequently gave to J. Brunšmid, we may presume 
that he personnaly saw the monument. The discovery 
happened in the same period when Tkalčić was inspec-
ting the construction works in the Galdovo area and it 
perhaps would not be too far fetched to conjecture that 
the altar was found there as well, just like the CBI 303.34 

There is no specific data about the find spot of the 
altar dedicated to Jupiter by C. Iulius Flavus (CBI 310; 
CIL III 3949), except that it was taken to the old fortress, 
like many other monuments from Siscia.35 

The exact find spot of the altar erected by M. Au-
relius Diogenes (CBI 311; CIL III 15181) was however 
clearly announced by J. Brunšmid: it was found in May 
1901 during the construction of a house belonging to 
the merchant Antun Krivošić, who personally donated 
the monument to the National Museum.36 This would 
certainly be a precise information if Mr Krivošić did 
not have more than one real estate in Sisak ... At the 
beginning of the 20th century Krivošić’s family owned 
a house in the “Lađarska ulica” (“boatmen’s street” in 
Croatian), known today as the house number 20 in the 
Stjepan and Antun Radić street.37 If the altar had been 
found there, it would be the only known monument 
erected by a beneficiarius which was definitely found 
inside the city walls of Siscia. This does not seem to be 
the case however. Our suspicion was raised by the fact 
that Antun Krivošić did not built his house in the old city 
centre, he bought it from Marko Gothardi. Therefore, it 
is unlikely that Krivošić could have discovered the altar 
there. However, we found archival data confirming that 

32  France, Nelis-Clément 2014, 190.
33  Vuković 1994, 82.
34  Brunšmid 1898, 193‒194; Vuković 1994, 61.
35  Vuković 1994, 65.
36  Letter of Josip Brunšmid, archives of the Archaeological 

Museum in Zagreb Dossier Siscija, Sisak od 1851 – 1935, 
42/25.

37  Maroević 1998, 211; Kovač 2010, 125.

he owned a property across the river Kupa, in Novi Sisak 
and it is most likely there that he found the altar while 
building a new house, somewhere between the modern 
Strossmayer and Lađarska streets.38

The altar raised by C. Livius Moderatus (CBI 312; 
CIL III 10839 = 3950) was certainly moved a lot, but its 
true find spot remains unknown. It was discovered in 
the village of Topolovac by Dragutin Jagić, who was told 
by the farmer who kept it that the altar had been taken 
from the neighbouring village of Budaševo. Nonetheless, 
it appears that it was first recorded to be in the old for-
tress south of Sisak, before being dispatched to Budaševo 
and subsequently Topolovac, two villages only few kilo-
metres distant from Sisak as a matter of fact. Be it as it 
may, it was donated to the National Museum in 1876.39

As far as altars erected by beneficiarii procuratoris 
are concerned, we know the approximate location of 
the altar dedicated to Ceres by Q. Iulius Moderatus 
(CBI 308; CIL III 3942; AIJ 527). The find spot was 
recorded as “auf dem Besitz Fula”, from where it was 
taken in order to be displayed in the yard of the train 
station, and subsequently brought to the Archaeologi-
cal museum in 1926.40 The place of discovery may very 
likely be identified as the “Fullina graba”, an area next 
to the south-eastern gates of Siscia which belonged 
before WWI to the Fulla family, local entrepreneurs 
who used this piece of land for clay extraction (their 
main industrial activity was brick production). Already 
Krčelić noticed this area in the 18th century where he 
saw palaeochristian monuments, next to the old royal 
granary, built in 1738.41 

Further evidence about the find spot may be found 
in the correspondence of Tkalčić. He mentions in 1868 
that monuments on display at the railway station were 
found on land which belonged to the Zagreb archdiocese 
and were subsequently lent to the railway company as 
decoration. Thus, in order to bring monuments to the 
museum in Zagreb, authorisation should be given by 
the archbishop of Zagreb.42 In the last quarter of the 19th 
century, the archdiocese was gradually selling its prop-
erty in this area, among others to the Fulla family as well.

The same find spot, “auf dem Besitz Fula”, is re-
corded for the Jupiter altar raised by the beneficiarius 
procuratoris Tiberius Claudius (CBI 307; CIL III 3947). 

The third altar erected by beneficiarii procuratoris, C. 
Veratius Hispanus and T. Flavius Campester (CBI 309; CIL 

38  Vukelić 2011, 166, 182.
39  Brunšmid 1907, 95‒96; Vuković 1994, 58; Vukelić 

2011, 258, with the corresponding bibliographical references.
40  Mócsy 1962, 731; Vuković 1994, 77; Vukelić 2011, 172, 

181.
41  Krčelić 1994, 13; Slukan-Altić 2004, 54, 167; cf. maps 

in Vukelić 2006, 201‒213.
42  Letter of Ivan Krstitelj Tkalčić to the National Museum, 

written on April 28th 1868, archives of the Archaeological 
Museum in Zagreb, Dossier Siscija, Sisak od 1851-1935, 42/25; 
cf. Vukelić 2006, 201-213; Vukelić 2013, 149.
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III 10842) to Jupiter and Ceres,43 was found just across, on 
the opposite river side, in the so called “military town”, the 
area known today as Novi Sisak. This discovery prompted 
Brunšmid to speculate that a temple of Ceres had been 
built on the shores of the Kupa river, right across Siscia 
and that a granary had been built on its foundations at 
the beginning of the 19th century. While the location of 
the granary built in 1803 by Marko and Pavao Postić and 
destroyed by a fire in 1901 is not in doubt,44 there is no 
real evidence for a Roman temple there. It is however 
not unlikely that this altar had been used as construction 
material in the early 19th century and that it could have 
been brought from the opposite shore, where the other 
two beneficiarii procuratoris’ altars had been found.45 

The evidence is sadly scant and riddled with uncer-
tainties but when one maps the known or at least likely 
find spots, it appears clearly that all the finds were con-
centrated out of the city, not far from the southern gate 
(Map 1). Admittedly, most of them if not all were found 
in a secondary context but we may reasonably presume 
that they were not carried very far away. The quantity of 
available stones in the ruins of Siscia was still very high 
in the 18th and 19th centuries and people probably took 
the stones they needed for construction work nearby. 

If our assumption is correct, the station could have 
been situated outside the city walls on the road leading 
to the east, towards Sirmium. As a matter of fact, a simi-
lar situation has been observed in Sirmium, where the 
station was also outside of the city but nearby the walls 
and the north-western gate, on the road to Siscia.46 The 
station in Mursa was likely also outside of the city walls.47

Although we cannot take it for granted that all 
these monuments were really discovered in the vicinity 
of the southern gate, it is not a far-fetched presumption 
and we do believe that future research in that area might 
provide answers to the question of the statio in Siscia. 

43  It has to be pointed out that Brunšmid’s as well as 
Hoffiller and Saria’s editions consider this to be a beneficiarii 
consularis’ monument, while CIL III 10842 interpretation is 
more circumspect. The last line of the inscription is badly 
damaged and dubious, but we follow the interpretation 
proposed by the editors of the CBI; cf. Brunšmid 1907, 97‒98, 
cat. 211; AIJ 537.

44  Slukan-Altić 2004, 170.
45  Vukelić 2011, 171, 259.
46  Mirković 1994, 193‒198; Nelis-Clément 2000, 141‒148; 

France, Nelis-Clément 2014, 171‒172, 179‒183
47  France, Nelis-Clément 2014, 188‒189.

Inscriptions of beneficarii from Siscia

CIL III 3942; AIJ 527; Mócsy 1959, 57/12; CBI 308 – 
Q(uintus) Iulius Moderatus beneficiarius procuratoris; late 2nd 
century AD

CIL III 3957; Barkóczi 1964, 29/10; CBI 302 – Aurel(ius) 
Quint(illus?) beneficiarius consularis; late 2nd – early 3rd cen-
tury AD

CIL III 10843; Barkóczi 1964, 29/43; CBI 303 – C(aius) 
Apul(ius) Sabinus, M(arcus) I<u>n(ius) Dexter (corrected now 
to M(arcus) Enn(ivs) Dexter), beneficiarii consularis; 227 AD

CIL III 3955; Barkóczi 1964, 29/9; CBI 304 – L(ucius) 
Virilius Pupus, beneficiarius consularis; late 2nd – early 3rd 
century AD

CIL III 3948; Barkóczi 1964, 29/5; CBI 305 – T(itus) 
Flavius Candidus beneficiarius consularis; 2nd century AD

CIL III 15180; Brunšmid 1898, VHAD 3, 193-194, fig. 
93; AE 1901, 234; Barkóczi 1964, 29/58; CBI 306 – L(ucius) 
Dom<i>tius Constitutus, miles legionis X Geminae, beneficia-
rius consularis; May 22, 217 AD

CIL III 3947; Barkóczi 1964, 29/4; CBI 307 – Ti(berius) 
Cl[a]ud(ius) [ _ _ _ ]atu[s], [b(ene)f(iciarius)] proc(uratoris); 
2nd century AD

CIL III 10842; Brunšmid 1906/1907, VHAD 9, 97-98, cat. 
211; AIJ 537; Barkóczi 1964, 29/42; CBI 309 – C(aius) Veratius 
Hispanus, T(itus) Fl(avius) Cam[p]ester, b(ene)f(iciarii) p̣ṛ[ - - - ]; 
late 2nd – early 3rd century AD

CIL III 3949; Brunšmid 1906/1907, VHAD 9, 95, cat. 
207; AIJ 533; Barkóczi 1964, 29/6; CBI 310 – C(aius) Iulius 
Flav(us), beneficiarius consularis; 2nd century AD

CIL III 15181; Brunšmid 1901, VHAD 5, 122-124, fig. 
8; Brunšmid 1906/1907, VHAD 9, 131-132, cat. 265; AIJ 552; 
Barkóczi 1964, 29/60; CBI 311 – M(arcus) Aur(elius) D[iog]
ene[s], (miles) legionis XIIII G(eminae) [[Sever(ianae)]], bene-
ficiarius consularis; 222-235 AD

CIL III 10839 (= 3950); Ljubić 1879, VHAD 1, 66; Brun-
šmid 1906/1907, VHAD 9, 95-96, cat. 208; AIJ 534; Barkóczi 
1964, 29/39; CBI 312 – C(aius) Livius Moderatus, beneficiarius 
consularis; late 2nd – early 3rd century AD

CIL III 3970; Brunšmid 1908/1909, VHAD 10, 151-152, 
cat. 343; AIJ 566; Barkóczi 1964, 29/17; CBI 313 – M(arcus) 
Aurel(ius) Glabrio, veteranus legionis XIIII Geminae, ex bene-
ficiarius consularis; 1st half of the 3rd century AD
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