
Violence without a face: the role of episodic buffer in remembering 

sexual offenders among fourteen detained and raped women during the 

war in Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 

Kozina S*, Borovac JA*+, Vlastelica M, Lončar M 

*Authors equally contributed to the paper. 

+ Corresponding author 

 

 

*Kozina Slavica, PhD 

University of Split 

School of Medicine 

Department of Psychological Medicine 

Soltanska 2, 21 000 Split, Croatia 

e-mail: slavica.kozina@mefst.hr 

 

*+Josip A. Borovac, B.Sc., MD student 
University of Split 

School of Medicine 

Department of Psychological Medicine 

Soltanska 2, 21 000 Split, Croatia 

e-mail: jborovac@mefst.hr 

 

Vlastelica Mirela, PhD, MD 

University of Split 

School of Medicine 

Department of Psychological Medicine 

Soltanska 2, 21000 Split, Croatia 

E mail: mirela.vlastelica@yahoo.com 

 

Lončar Mladen, PhD, MD 

Department of Psychiatry of Clinical Hospital Zagreb, Rebro 

Kispaticeva 12, 10 000 Zagreb, Croatia 

E mail: mladen.loncar1@zg.t-com.hr 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:slavica.kozina@mefst.hr
mailto:jborovac@mefst.hr
mailto:mirela.vlastelica@yahoo.com
mailto:mladen.loncar1@zg.t-com.hr


ABSTRACT 

 

 

In the testimonies of 14 raped women (out of 17 multiple rape victims that were 

kept in isolation) it is possible to detect specific way of expressing the traumatic event. 

This expression lacks any spatial, temporal, auditory or emotional determinant of the 

event.These fourteen women were imprisoned and forcefully isolated in detention camps 

or private houses on the occupied territories of Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina. All 

of these women were raped and sexually abused multiple times by multiple unknown 

offenders. Moreover, at the same time, some of these women were raped by the offenders 

that were previously known to them. 

From the narrative descriptions of the events, gained from these rape victims, it 

was possible to ascertain that these expressions differed when the offender was known to 

victim in contrast to when the offender was completely unknown. This became a serious 

issue when the victims testified in trial. Specifically, the women that were raped by the 

unknown offenders could not provide persuasive testimony since their recollection of the 

event did not contain any substantial determinant of the event that would enable solid 

reconstruction of the actions that took place. This often led to a failure to prove that the 

rape occurred and subsequently resulted in case dismissal. 

The unusual way of expressing these traumatic memories might indicate that 

these events were not stored properly in their conceptual form of memory, since the 

victims could not make any coherent recollection or reconstruct the event by using visual 

perception information that they were supposed to remember. 

Furthermore, three women spent time in the forceful isolation in addition to the 

ones previously described (17 in total): one of these women was raped by multiple known 

offenders multiple times, one was imprisoned in a private housing and raped by the 

offender that she knew from before and finally, one victim was raped multiple times by 

the single unknown offender. 

The average length of detention was 141 days among the seventeen victims (range 

of 7 to 395 days). Average time from the first day of the imprisonment to the first day of 

testimony was 311 days (range of 30-889 days). 


