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ABSTRACT 

Studies in geopolitics of natural resources deal especially with geopolitical impacts of exploitation 

and export of oil and gas, as well as the geopolitical impacts of exploitation and export of precious 

and rare, strategically important minerals and ores. This paper presents researches on the 

dependence of some countries on the export of natural resources which investigate if this 

dependence effects the risk of exposure to conflict. It also presents the knowledge about the effect 

of dependence on revenues from the export of non-renewable energy, i.e. fuel (primarily oil and 

natural gas) on the development of democracy in individual countries and concludes: the greater the 

degree of this dependence, the development of democracy is slower. According to the World Bank, 

the share of fuel in total exports of goods from certain countries is taken as a key indicator, and the 

countries that were studied, according to the latest available data, had the share greater than 50%. It 

also includes data on the Human Development Index, the Corruption Perception Index by the 

Transparency International and information about individual freedom in society according to 

Freedom House. Comparative analysis was then made that included 30 countries highly dependent 

on the exploitation and export of non-renewable energy sources, from seven different regions across 

four continents. Significant similarities, but also noticeable differences were found within each 

region, and also significant differences between individual regions, given the data on the quality of 

life index, the index of perception of corruption and the degree of freedom in society, which 

indicates regional conditionality of quality of management of earnings achieved by exploiting non-

renewable energy sources. 

Keywords: addiction, natural resources, oil, democratization, the perception of corruption. 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Researches of geopolitics and geo-economics of natural resources are specifically dealing with the 

geopolitical impacts of exploitation and export of oil and natural gas, as well as the geopolitical 

impacts of exploitation and export of precious and rare, strategically important minerals and ores. 

This kind of research studies the link between dependence of some countries on the export of 

natural resources and the increased risk of exposure to conflicts, which predominantly have 

intergovernmental character, and their background is a struggle for control over the exploitation of 

natural resources and revenues from the exploitation, which mainly come from exports. 
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Exploitation of natural resources and dependence on their exports in the modern age, as well as in 

the entire history from the beginnings of colonialism and enslavement of non-European peoples, 

conducted primarily with a goal to exploit the natural resources, causing an increased risk of 

violence and conflict, which can grow into wars. 

 

Potential for greater political instability, population growth of underdeveloped countries and the 

growing need for natural resources caused by the increasing destruction of the natural environment, 

lead the world in the period that could be characterize by the conflicts for the natural resources. 

Given their territoriality, natural resources give territorial significance  to many other sectors, since 

they move in accordance with the definition of political boundaries and local understanding of 

alliances with outside powers. 

Research of dependence on exports of natural resources focus on several aspects of the relationship 

between dependence on exports of natural resources, especially oil and: 

1) risk of exposure to conflict; 

2) trends of economic growth; 

3) slowing down the process of democratization of society in each country/region; 

4) level of corruption in society; 

5) degree of unequal distribution of wealth.  

 

This paper focuses on aspects of the relationship between dependence of the economies on natural 

resources with the risk of exposure to conflicts, slowing down the process of democratization and 

the level of corruption in society and gives a comparative view of the countries that are most 

dependent on the exploitation of non-renewable energy sources, as the most important natural 

resources, while considering regional differences and similarities of the countries (depending on 

whether they belong to the same or different region) in terms of quality of life index, the degree of 

perception of corruption in the society and the degree of freedom in a particular society. These three 

indicators are considered indicators that show how the earnings of natural resources are used, 

whether for the benefit of society or to fund only a few, which is held in power mainly through 

control of the repressive apparatus. 

 

 

 

2. DEPEDENCE ON NATURAL RESOURCE EXPLOITATION: MAIN FEATURES AND 

REGIONAL DIFFERENCES 

 

The results of previous researches, mainly associate the risk of exposure of individual countries or 

even entire regions (Middle East and North Africa) to the conflicts with interstate or intrastate 

character to a wealth of natural resources in a specific country/region and the degree of dependence 

of the country/region on the export of natural resources, as measured by various parameters such as 

the share of exports of natural resources in GDP, total exports and revenues from exports. Among 

the researches of connection between exposure of countries to conflicts and wealth and the degree 

of dependence of the country on the export of natural resources, researches by Collier (2004, 2007), 

Collier and Hoeffler (1998, 2005) that are quantitatively based, stand out as the researches which 

show a clear correlation between dependence on exports of natural resources and risks of the 

outbreak and continuation of the conflict. In studying a connection between the dependence on 

exports of oil (and gas) with a slowdown in democratization and the high level of corruption and 

inequality of wealth in society, research by Schubert (2006) should be mentioned as relevant. Ross 



 

3 

 

(2001) outlines three effects of connection of stocks and dependence on exports of oil to the 

authoritarian regime which thus slows down the process of democratization: rentier, repression and 

modernization effect of oil. 

 

In the research of association between dependence on exports of natural resources and the risk of 

the outbreak of the conflict, as well as the impact to the duration of the conflict related to natural 

resources, Collier (2004) conducted an analysis of 54 civil wars of high intensity, which emerged 

and took place in a certain time period between 1965 and 1999. This analysis demonstrated that a 

higher level of the export of raw materials in GDP "significantly and substantially" increased the 

risk of conflict. Correlation between dependence on exports of oil and the possibility of the 

outbreak of the conflict is particularly pronounced. Countries in which 10 to 25 percent of GDP is 

generated by exports of natural resources, along with other characteristics constant at the average 

level for developing countries, with low-income population, the risk of civil war in the next five 

years, grows from 11 to 29 percent (Collier, 2004: 1-2). Correlation of dependence on exports of 

natural resources with the extension of the existing conflict, derives from the fact that the rebel 

forces taking part in the civil war can be funded from the illegal exploitation and trafficking of, for 

example, valuable ores and minerals. Rather, they are "forced" to it if they want to continue the 

fight, behind whose proclaimed political goals often lies just a desire to separate from state control 

so the leaders of various rebel movements and their troops could be funded (Collier, 2007: 201). 

 

There is a level of similarity in the causes of coups and civil wars. Standard indicators of 

dissatisfaction such as political repression and economic inequality does not show as significant 

factors that would affect their outbreak. However, there are common economic indicators that 

indicate exposure to the risk of civil wars and military coups, which are low income population and 

slow economic growth. Civil wars and coups tend to repeat themselves. Once they occur, the 

possibility of their repetition increases (Collier, Hoeffler, 2005: 2). Economic stagnation and even 

more recession also affect the possibility of civil war, because it is proven that each percentage 

point lower at the growth rate of income per capita increases the risk of conflict by around one 

percentage point. Likewise, the reverse is cause-and-effect relationship also applies, because the 

risk of civil war may affect the reduction of investments and slow down economic growth (Collier, 

2007: 204). Possibility of a civil war is also related to the level of income in a country. The share of 

income that the country manages to collect in the form of tax increases with income level, so in 

most countries that are members of the OECD, countries accounts for approximately 40 percent of 

national income as taxes, while in very poor countries that share is below 10 percent, which reduces 

the capacity of the country to fund the armed forces and internal security forces. The revolt against 

the government and the outbreak of the Civil War are associated with three key factors: a high 

proportion of raw materials in the exports of the country, low-income population and low rate of 

economic growth (Collier, 2007: 208-209). 

Collier and Hoeffler (1998) have shown a correlation between the outbreak of a conflict and 

dependence on natural resources, as the unit of measure given the share of exports of natural 

resources in GDP.  Natural  resources have an impact on some types of conflict, but not all, they are  

significantly associated with the onset of conflict (Collier, 2004) and the results are quite robust to 

the use of alternative measurement of wealth of natural resources, such as measurement of rents 

generated from natural resources (Collier, Hoeffler, 2005). Possible causes of inter-state wars, as 

opposed to the possible causes of civil wars, are associated with the relationship between individual 

countries of the same region, which are manufacturers and exporters of natural resources (e.g. 

These relations and the potential for conflict can certainly be determined by the  wealth in oil, i.e. 
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sites that may reside on the disputed territories beyond the boundaries of which one or both parties 

do not recognize, and the example is a conflict between Iraq and Kuwait in 1990), as well as the 

relationship of oil-exporting  countries from the same region, to the superpower, the United States 

(examples of Iraq and Iran, and Iraq and Kuwait, as well as various relationships between Iran and 

Iraq and the United States since the late 1970s). The role of oil and diamonds, minerals and timber 

in the past two decades in the analysis of conflicts that occur in regions that are rich in these natural 

resources are increasingly recognized as crucial. Traditionally present and recognized, the "curse" 

of oil is increasingly replaced by the "curse" of natural resources, as a broader concept, which 

includes natural resources in poor countries, which are located in unstable geopolitical regions of 

the world. 

Research that shows different results from those of the Collier and Hoeffler, was made by 

Brunnschweiler and Bulte (2009) and it proved the link between natural resource wealth of 

individual countries and prolongation of the conflict. However, the connection of wealth in natural 

resources and the degree of risk of conflict has not been proven, but the wealth of natural resources 

is shown as a factor that reduces the possibility of conflicts. It is necessary to study whether there is 

a connection between the wealth of natural resources and dependence on their exports to the lack of 

democracy, whose development stops through authoritarianism regimes in countries that are rich in 

natural resources and largely dependent on their exports. Oil and gas now make up at least 30 

percent of total export revenues in 34 countries with underdeveloped economies, none of which can 

be seen as democratic and free society (Schubert, 2006: 1). In authoritarian regimes, the elite has 

income from exports of natural resources and they  are vitally concerned to maintain these revenues 

and increased as they imply the possibility of financing the repressive state apparatus that keeps the 

regime alive, and also offers the possibility of exceptional personal enrichment of few individuals. 

Violence, repression and conflict are causally related to the lack of democracy - the greater the lack 

of democracy, the greater the chance of violence and conflict. The reverse principle applies too. 

There are three known mechanisms that link the presence of oil and authoritarianism of the regime - 

rentier effect, the repressive effect of modernization and the impact of oil. All three effects hinder 

the development of democracy: 

1. Rentier effect - large oil revenues allow for lower taxes and a greater "care" of the 

government for the people, which reduces the desire for democratization; 

2. Repressive effect - direct control of the state apparatus over a sufficient income, 

enabling the financing of large armed forces and internal security apparatus that 

serve for repression; 

3. Modernization effect - a shift towards employment in industry and services affects 

less expression of aspirations for democracy (Ross 2001: 357). 

 

Countries rich in oil and dependent on exports of oil usually have a few of the elite that enjoys 

millions gained from oil exports, while most of the population lives in misery. J. Stiglitz named 

such countries "rich countries of poor people" (Schubert, 2006:2). 
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2.1 Methodology  

 

A key indicator of survey is the share of mineral fuels in total exports of goods, according to the 

SITC classification (Standard International Trade Classification, Rev. 3), group 3, Mineral fuels, 

lubricants and related materials: 32 - Coal, coke and briquettes, 33 - Petroleum, petroleum products 

and related materials, 34 - Gas, natural and manufactured, 35 - Electric current. It is primarily about 

non-renewable energy sources. Countries where this share, according to the latest available data, 

was higher than 50% have been studied. At the same time, the data on the Human development 

index, the Corruption perception index according to Transparency International, and information on 

freedom in a particular society, according to Freedom House, were included to connect the share of 

dependence on exports of fuel with specific values of other relevant indicators and to try to find 

regional specificities among the countries studied. 

With respect to each indicator, countries are classified into several categories, with the official 

classification used by the UNDP for Human development index, that divides it into very high (1st to 

47th place in the world), high (48th to 94th place), moderate (95th to 141st place) and low (142nd 

to 187th place). For the Corruption perception index values are taken from the data of Transparency 

International and classification was created: high level (value of the index ending with 34), 

intermediate level (index value from 35 to 49) and a low level of corruption perception (from 50 to 

a maximum of 100, while in reality, among the studied countries, by far the best is Norway with a 

score of 85). For the classification of countries according to the degree of political freedom, official 

classification of Freedom House was taken, which divides countries into free, partly free and unfree 

societies, depending on the results in terms of political and civil liberties, with 1 being the best 

score, and 7 worst result. This methodology was applied in Tab. 3, where countries were grouped 

with respect to regional affiliation and similarities and differences were found given the 

geographical location of the studied countries. 

 

2.2 Results and discussion 

 

Tab. 1: Countries that generate more than 50 percent of mineral fuels, lubricants and related 

materials (according to the classification SITC) in total exports of goods: Human development 

index, Corruption perception index, and the degree of political freedom in the society (2012) 

Country Percentage of 

mineral fuels, 

lubricants and 

related materials in 

total merchandise 

exports 

Human 

development 

index and 

position in the 

World 

Corruption 

perception 

index and 

position in 

the World 

Political freedoms, 

according to Freedom 

House (Combined 

Average Ratings): 

Political Rights; Civil 

Liberties 

Algeria 97 0.713 (93.) 34 (105.) 6; 5 (not free) 

Azerbaijan 93 0.734 (82.) 27 (139.) 6; 5 (not free) 

Bahrain 72 (2011) 0.796 (48.) 51 (53.) 6; 6 (not free) 
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Bolivia 55 0.675 (108.) 34 (105.) 3; 3 (partly free) 

Cameroon 56 0.495 (150.) 26 (144.) 6; 6 (not free) 

Colombia 70 0.719 (91.) 36 (94.) 3; 4 (partly free) 

Congo, 

Republic 

68 (2010) 0.534 (142.) 26 (144.) 6; 5 (not free) 

Ecuador 58 0.724 (89.) 32 (118.) 3; 3 (partly free) 

Gabon 83 (2009) 0.683 (106.) 35 (102.)  6; 5 (not free) 

Iran 70 (2011) 0.742 (76.) 28 (133.) 6; 6 (not free) 

Iraq 99 (2009) 0.590 (131.) 16 (171.) 6; 6 (not free) 

Kazakhstan 71 0.754 (69.) 28 (133.) 6; 5 (not free) 

Kuwait 93 (2009) 0.790 (54.) 44 (66.) 5; 5 (partly free) 

Libya 98 (2010) 0.769 (64.) 21 (160.) 4; 5 (partly free) 

Nigeria 84 0.471 (153.) 27 (139.) 4; 4 (partly free) 

Norway 70 0.955 (1.) 85 (7.) 1; 1 (free) 

Oman 84 0.731 (84.) 47 (61.) 6; 5 (not free) 

Qatar 75 (2011) 0.834 (36.) 68 (27.) 6; 5 (not free) 

Russian 

Federation 

71 0.788 (55.) 28 (133.) 6; 5 (not free) 

Saudi Arabia 88 0.782 (57.) 44 (66.) 7; 7 (not free) 

Syria 50 (2010) 0.648 (116.) 26 (144.) 7; 7 (not free) 

Trinidad and 

Tobago 

66 (2010) 0.760 (67.) 39 (80.) 2; 2 (free) 

Venezuela 97 (2011) 0.748 (71.) 19 (165.) 5; 5 (partly free) 

Yemen 89 0.458 (160.) 23 (156.) 6; 6 (not free) 

Note: While searching for information on the share of mineral fuels, lubricants and related 

materials in total exports of goods, all the data from the same year were not found so the closest 

year for which data are available is indicated in parentheses. 

Sources: 

Share of Mineral fuels, lubricants and related materials in total export of goods, 

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/TX.VAL.FUEL.ZS.UN  

Human Development Index: http://hdr.undp.org/en/data/map/.  

Corruption Perception Index: http://www.transparency.org/cpi2012/results.  

The degree of political freedom: 

http://www.freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/FIW%202013%20Booklet.pdf.  

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/TX.VAL.FUEL.ZS.UN
http://hdr.undp.org/en/data/map/
http://www.transparency.org/cpi2012/results
http://www.freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/FIW%202013%20Booklet.pdf
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Since data were not available for all countries exporting non-renewable energy sources, primarily 

oil and gas, information on the share of natural resources in total GDP in 2012 was taken as the 

relevant data that shows the dependence of the countries, which was available, and data is shown in 

Tab. 2. Countries that have been considered export primarily oil and/or gas, and the percentages 

given in them exceeded the 20%. 

 

Tab. 2: The share of total natural resources rents in total GDP, Human development index, 

Corruption perception index, and the degree of political freedom according to Freedom House 

(2012) 

Country Percentage of 

total natural 

resources rents 

in GDP 

Human 

development 

index and 

position in the 

World 

Corruption 

perception index 

and position in the 

World 

Political freedoms, 

according to Freedom 

House (Combined Average 

Ratings): Political Rights; 

Civil Liberties 

Angola 42.9 0.508 (148.) 22 (157.) 6; 5 (not free) 

Brunei 36.0 0.855 (30.) 55 (46.) 6; 5 (not free) 

Chad 29.9 0.340 (184.) 19 (165.) 7; 6 (not free) 

Equatorial 

Guinea 

48.3 0.554 (136.) 20 (163.) 7; 7 (not free) 

Turkmenistan 34.4 0.698 (102.) 17 (170.) 7; 7 (not free) 

United Arab 

Emirates 

23.8 0.818 (41.) 68 (27.) 6; 6 (not free) 

Source: http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.TOTL.RT.ZS 

 

Of the 24 countries listed in Tab. 1, most of them, according to the Corruption perception index in 

the public sector and the degree of political freedom, are highly corrupt countries and not free or 

partly free societies. It is even higher degree of correlation between the Corruption perception 

index, low level of political freedom in the society and oil and/or gas as the main export goods, 

which suggests that the claim about the "curse" of oil (and natural gas), at least when it comes to 

influencing political freedom and corruption, is invalid. Countries in Tab. 1, following an 

examination in the structure of exports, it can be for inclusion and six countries from Tab. 2, in 

which the exploitation of oil and / or gas also makes a significant or major factor that generates 

GDP and whose position in the Corruption perception of the public sector index and the degree of 

political freedom, further confirms the negative impact of addiction economies on exports of oil and 

/ or gas. After examining the structure of exports of countries in Tab. 1, we can add to them six 

countries from Tab. 2, in which the exploitation of oil and/or gas also makes a significant or major 

factor of generating GDP and whose position in the index of perception of corruption of the public 

sector and the degree of political freedom ranking, further confirms the negative impact of addiction 

of economies on exporting oil and/or gas. The impact of oil on the stability of a country (heavy 

http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/NY.GDP.TOTL.RT.ZS
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dependence on oil exports generate more political instability) does not necessarily correlate. The 

country can simultaneously be stable, and it does not have to be a democratic society nor have large 

demands for democratization, and this may indicate a rentier effect of oil, which reduces the desire 

for democratization. A good example are the monarchies of the Arabian peninsula. 

 

Countries such as Algeria, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Angola, Nigeria, suffered a decline in income per 

capita in recent decades. One of the main causes of the totalitarian regimes in these countries and 

the high level of corruption that leaves much of the revenue from oil exports in the hands of an elite 

that runs the country and who is not motivated to try to develop other sectors of the economy. They 

are also able to, at least to some extent, "buy" social peace and maintain the repressive apparatus 

that is the guarantor of survival of the regime. Dependence on exports of oil affects the growth of 

inequality in society and increases the number of poor people. Examples confirming this assertion 

are Nigeria and Angola, where in recent decades the number of poor people has increased 

significantly. Advocates of the thesis of the "curse" of oil argue that there is virtually no case in 

which the possible success of a country is based only on the export of oil. At best, they say, it can 

only be a success for the elite that has income from oil, as well as foreign companies that are 

reaping most of the profits from oil, in alliance with local elites (Birdsall, Subramanian, 2004: 86). 

As many as 12 of the 25 countries most dependent on exports of various ores and six of the 25 

countries most dependent on exports of oil belong to a group that the World Bank calls "highly 

indebted poor countries." High levels of inequality between the rich minority and the poor majority 

of the population are present in them, in comparison to countries with similar income level of the 

population. Countries dependent on exports of minerals even have a higher degree of inequality in 

the society than the countries dependent on exports of oil, which are said to not have a higher 

degree of inequality in the society than the countries that are not dependent on exports of raw 

materials, which would mean that the dependence on the export of oil is much less directly 

associated with poverty (Ross, 2003: 5-7). The largest share of countries that depend on exports of 

crude oil suffer from economic and political instability (or almost complete absence of political 

freedom), conflict (which may turn into civil wars), a highly militarized society, a high degree of 

public sector corruption and extreme stratification of society, when it comes to the range of 

inequalities in income between the rich elite and the "ordinary" people who live in difficult 

conditions i.e. poverty. 

 

According to Tab. 1 and Tab. 2, Tab. 3 is made: regional classification of countries dependent on 

exports of natural resources (raw materials), given the data on the Human development index, the 

Corruption perception index and the degree of political freedom, according to Freedom House. Data 

on regional affiliation and human development index of the studied countries dependent on exports 

of raw materials show that the countries extremely dependent on exports of energy sources, from 

which the oil is arguably the most important, can achieve high and very high human development 

index and is therefore concluded that this parameter is more affected by regional affiliation of 

countries and lower population density. 

 

Tab. 3: Classification of countries with high dependence on exports of raw materials to the Human 

development index, Corruption perception index, and the degree of political freedom (Freedom 

House), given the geographical location of the country 
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 Sub-Saharan 

Africa 

Middle East 

and North 

Africa 

Southeast 

Asia 

Post-Soviet 

Space 

South 

America 

Central 

America & 

The 

Caribbean 

Europe 

Human 

developme

nt index: 

low 

Angola, 

Cameroon, 

Chad, Congo, 

Republic of 

the; Nigeria 

Yemen      

Human 

developme

nt index: 

medium 

Equatorial 

Guinea, Gabon 

Iraq, Syria  Turkmenistan Bolivia   

Human 

developme

nt index: 

high 

 Algeria, 

Bahrain, 

Iran, 

Kuwait, 

Libya, 

Oman, Saudi 

Arabia 

 Azerbaijan, 

Kazakhstan, 

Russian 

Federation 

Colombia, 

Ecuador, 

Venezuela 

Trinidad 

and 

Tobago 

 

Human 

developme

nt index: 

very high 

 Qatar, 

United Arab 

Emirates 

Brunei    Norway 

 Sub-Saharan 

Africa 

Middle East 

and North 

Africa 

Southeast 

Asia 

Post-Soviet 

Space 

South 

America 

Central 

America 

& The 

Caribbean 

Europe 

Corruptio

n 

perception 

index: 

high  

Angola, 

Nigeria, 

Cameroon, 

Chad, Congo, 

Republic of 

the; Equatorial 

Guinea  

Algeria, 

Iran, Iraq, 

Libya, Syria, 

Yemen 

  Azerbaijan, 

Kazakhstan, 

Russian 

Federation, 

Turkmenistan 

 Bolivia, 

Ecuador, 

Venezuela 

  

Corruptio

n 

perception 

index: 

medium 

Gabon Kuwait, 

Saudi Arabia  

  Colombia  Trinidad 

and 

Tobago 

 

Corruptio

n 

perception 

index: low 

 Bahrain, 

Qatar, 

Oman, 

United Arab 

Emirates  

Brunei    Norway 

 Sub-Saharan 

Africa 

Middle East 

and North 

Africa 

Southeast 

Asia 

Post-Soviet 

Space 

South 

America 

Central 

America 

& The 

Caribbean 

Europe 

Freedom 

in the 

society: 

not free 

Angola, 

Cameroon, 

Chad, Congo, 

the Republic; 

Equatorial 

Guinea, Gabon  

Algeria, 

Bahrain, 

Iran, Iraq, 

Oman, 

Qatar, Saudi 

Arabia, 

Brunei Azerbaijan, 

Turkmenistan, 

Kazakhstan, 

Russian 

Federation 
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Syria, 

United Arab 

Emirates, 

Yemen 

Freedom 

in the 

society: 

partly free 

Nigeria Kuwait, 

Libya 

  Bolivia, 

Colombia, 

Ecuador, 

Venezuela 

  

Freedom 

in the 

society: 

free 

     Trinidad 

and 

Tobago 

Norway 

Sources:  

Quality of life index: http://hdr.undp.org/en/data/map/.  

Corruption Perception Index: http://www.transparency.org/cpi2012/results. 

The degree of political freedom: 

http://www.freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/FIW%202013%20Booklet.pdf.  

 

However, when it comes to the level of perception of corruption of the public sector, it shows that 

countries with a high degree of dependence on the export of oil and/or gas (which make absolutely 

the largest share of their exports), still represent the countries with a very high degree of corruption 

of the public sector, according to the Corruption perception index, which confirms that a high 

dependence of GDP on exports of non-renewable energy sources means a higher level of public 

sector corruption and low or at best moderate degree of political freedom. 

 

Tab. 4: The number of studied countries dependent on exports of natural resources in a particular 

region of the world, according to differences in the Human development index, the Corruption 

perception index, and the degree of political freedom (Freedom House) 

 
Human development index 

 Sub-

Saharan 

Africa (7) 

 

Middle 

East & 

North 

Africa 

(12) 

Southeast 

Asia (1) 

Post-Soviet 

Space (4) 

South 

America 

(4) 

Central 

America & 

The 

Caribbean (1) 

Europe 

(1) 

Low 5 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Medium 2 2 0 1 1 0 0 

High 0 7 0 3 3 1 0 

Very high 0 2 1 0 0 0 1 

 

Corruption perception index 

High 6 6 0 4 3 0 0 

Medium 1 2 0 0 1 1 0 

Low 0 4 1 0 0 0 1 

 

http://hdr.undp.org/en/data/map/
http://www.transparency.org/cpi2012/results
http://www.freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/FIW%202013%20Booklet.pdf
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Freedom in the society 

Not free 6 10 1 4 0 0 0 

Partly free 1 2 0 0 4 0 0 

Free 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 

 

 

It is the regional differences in the afore mentioned indicators which we attempted to be study in the 

research conducted here, in order to respond to the thesis: among countries dependent on exports of 

natural resources, which have been found to possess a number of common features, still have 

distinctive regional features that allow these countries to be ranked in subgroups based on regional 

affiliation. Results from Tab. 4, show that in Sub-Saharan Africa, the largest number of countries 

studied have a high degree of corruption perceptions of the public sector and the low degree of 

political freedom. At the time of the beginning of greater exploitation of oil, underdevelopment of 

institutions was present as well as the lack of democratic traditions. Revenues generated from oil 

have slowed democratization, enhanced corruption and increased inequality in society, while in 

most countries they did not significantly or at all improve the quality of life of residents. Countries 

of the Post-Soviet space, listed above, are also marked by a high degree of perception of corruption, 

low level of political freedom in society, like most of the countries of North Africa. It is significant 

that all of the studied countries in these two areas have a common feature of dependence on exports 

of oil and/or gas. As in most countries in Sub-Saharan Africa, in the Post-Soviet space and northern 

Africa is also visible the link between higher levels of corruption and lower levels of political 

freedom. The question remains whether the lack of freedom generates corruption or corruption 

prevents a higher degree of political freedom? In contrast, in the Arabian peninsula monarchies (and 

Brunei) low degree of political freedom is not followed by the high level of corruption, while the 

index of quality of life is the highest among all countries in the region. These countries are very rich 

and the wealth i so large that it allows a high quality of life, and it, along with the repressive 

apparatus, reduces the desire for democratization. Countries from South America, studied here, 

show that in this region the lower level of perception of corruption and a higher degree of political 

freedom are connected, because the more free the society, the less corrupted it is. A country of 

Trinidad and Tobago, from the region of Central America and the Caribbean, according to its 

characteristics is slightly better than the South American countries. Norway, as the only studied 

country of the European region, is totally different from all the studied countries. It represents a 

highly industrialized, very rich country, where incomes from oil exploitation are partly preserved 

and partly used for the common good. Norway does not generate the majority of GDP from oil 

exports, but only goods exports, and has built a strong and independent institutions that ensure the 

collection of tax revenues and prevent significant corruption. 

 

 

3. CONCLUSION 

A survey conducted in 30 countries in six regions of the world, showed that there are differences 

among the countries highly dependent on the export of non-renewable energy sources. When it 
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comes to dependence on the exploitation and export of oil / gas, it should be noted that some of 

these regions became large areas of exploitation and export of oil / gas  at different times, and they 

also have vastly different political traditions and systems, and also the stages of economic 

development. However, despite some regional particularities that distinguish the countries of certain 

regions, the negative impact of dependence on exports of the mineral wealth represents a pattern 

that occurs among the studied countries in all regions. This pattern confirms the thesis that the high 

dependence on exports of mineral resources, whether it is oil, gas or minerals, enhances corruption 

of the public sector (rare, specific exceptions prove the rule) and has a negative impact on the 

degree of political freedom. 

 

Also, the impact of dependence on exports of natural resources, especially when it comes to 

minerals, negatively affects the degree of inequality and poverty in a particular society. Exceptions 

are countries that become dependent on natural resources after they already built institutions, the tax 

system and other sectors of the economy (and therefore are not highly dependent on the export of 

mineral wealth!), or individual countries that have succeeded or are struggling to succeed in the 

development of other sectors of economy and a wealth of natural resources (primarily the 

monarchies of the Arabian peninsula) is enough to provide a high level of social and health security 

and protection and low levels of corruption perceptions of the public sector. However, these 

achievements are still accompanied by a very low degree of political freedom. Therefore, it shows 

that in some countries the redistribution of income from the export of natural resources does not 

necessarily lead to a greater degree of democracy in a society. However, at the same time, it can 

lead to lower social inequalities, a greater degree of political stability, a lower degree of corruption 

of the public sector, but also that more profit remains in the country that exports of natural 

resources. Of course, the question is whether it is possible in the long term, with the above 

achievements, to compensate and maintain a lack of political freedoms. Different trends show the 

diversity of world regions. Combination of greater or smaller presence of political freedom, a lower 

degree of corruption of the public sector and increase of the quality of life of the majority of the 

population, is possible in some countries of South America or the Arabian peninsula monarchies 

and the Kingdom of Brunei, though (so far) is not possible in Sub-Saharan Africa, the Post-Soviet 

space or in North Africa, which indicates that the theses that these countries, depending on the 

region of the world in which they are located, have varying degrees of negative common features 

that are characteristic for the countries dependent on exports of natural resources, making the "curse 

of natural resources" regionally distinctive, but still very influential. 
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