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This retrospective study was undenaken to identify the cause of death in patients hospitalized at the Osijek University HospiIai, referred by the psysicians from the Beli Manastir Health Center Emergency Unit to the Osijek Department of Neurology for a clinical manifestations of cerebrovascular disease (CVD). From Nove'mber 1, 1997 (the time of Baranya reintegration after the war) tili December 31,2001,229 patients with symptoms of CVD were referred to the Osijek University Hospital from Baranya and 89 of thcm died in hospital. Among these 89 patients, there were 53 men and 36 women, mean age 68,73 years. The majority of patients were in the 61-70 (n=34) and 7180 (n=34) age groups. The causc of death was detennined on the basis of clinical diagnosis, computed tomography finding, and autopsy finding. Stroke, as the eause of death, was identified in 81 deceased patients, with lethality of 38,38%, whereas the remaining 8 deceased patients with the symptoms of CVD died of same other disease (plasmocytoma, glioblastoma, cerebral metestases, fracture of the first cervical venebra, acute myocardiai infarction, aeute appendicitis, chronical ishemie heart disease and bleeding gastric ulcer). Out of 8] strake patients. ischemic stroke was diagnosed in 59 and hemorrhaglc stroke in 22 patients. Comparison of referral diagnoses and causes of death showed that of 72 patients referred with a diagnosis of nonspecified stroke, 47 died from ischemic strake, 18 from hemorrhagic stroke and 7 from other diseases. Out of sevcn patients referred as ischemic stroke, ischemic strake was the cause of death in 6 and hemorrhagic stroke in one patient. Out of five patients referred as hemorrhagic strake, hemorrhagic type was cause of death in 3, ischemie stroke in one and other disease in one patient. In the patients referred with diagnosis of transient ischemic attack (n=j), hypertensive encelophathy (n=2) and late stroke sequel (n=2), the cause of death was ischemic strake.

