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The Other: Stereotype and Prejudice in History 
Fifth biennial conference in the series Past, Present, Future 

Pula, Croatia, May 27 – 28, 2022 
 
 
The European Union has spent a great amount of energy trying to integrate 
migrants who arrived over the last decade, but the task has not been a simple 
one. The public discourse on migrant integration has frequently been marred by 
stereotype and prejudice directed at these new inhabitants, and the extreme right 
fringe groups were frequently at the front of these verbal and, sometimes, physical 
assaults. As a new wave of migrants appears to be heading towards Europe following 
the fall of Afghanistan and the ever-worsening climate crisis throughout Africa and 
parts of Asia the European public continues to debate whether migrants are a 
welcome addition to the continent or a menace.  

Stereotypical depictions of foreigners and minorities is nothing new. Since the 
dawn of written history, one reads of barbarians and illiterates bearing ill will to the 
―civilized world‖ and much ink has been spilt attempting to portray ―the other‖ as a 
less civilized form of human being than ―us.‖ Greeks and Romans considered 
everyone outside their own sphere of influence little more than unruly, wild barbarians 
to be subjugated or ignored. In medieval times religion was the basis for prejudice 
against heathens and infidels, but proto-ethnic identities which emerged during the 
Hundred Years War created a whole new array of negative opinions against one‘s 
neighbors. Meanwhile, Jews in Europe were often depicted as little more than 
boogeyman ―sucking the blood‖ of their Christian neighbors, a stereotype that 
escalated in the age of nations to produce the Dreyfuss affair and the Holocaust. In 
modern times, as in antiquity, where stereotype and prejudice reign, hatred soon 
follows. Even in present day Europe the stereotypical notions of ―cold northerners,‖ 
―lazy southerners,‖ ―wealthy westerners,‖ or ―freeloading easterners‖ color how we 
perceive and talk about each other. Although most depictions of the other tended to 
be negative, there were also examples to the contrary. When Tacitus, Bartolomé de las 
Casas and Alberto Fortis wrote about ancient Germans, indigenous Americans, and 
the Balkan Vlachs, they employed what we now call the concept of a ―noble savage‖ 
to highlight their innate, uncorrupted goodness to contrast it with decadence they saw 
in their own societies. The Renaissance brimmed with positive stereotypes toward 
antiquity while Central and Eastern Europe were immensely optimistic regarding the 
EU after the fall of the Berlin wall.  

The aim of this conference is to look at how “the other” was perceived 
throughout history to better understand how these forces shape our societies and 
the world we live in. Prejudice and stereotypes are in the focus, but we welcome other 
depictions and perceptions of ―the other‖ as well.  
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We invite historians and scholars of related disciplines to apply by submitting a 
proposal for a paper (up to 1500 characters) with an accompanying brief biographical 
note to rkurelic@gmail.com (or past.present.future.pula@gmail.com) by 
February 1, 2022 on topics relating to positive and negative  racial, ethnic, religious, 
class, gender and other stereotypes and prejudice from Antiquity to contemporary 
times. Submissions from PhD students are also welcome. The papers should be 
approximately 15 minutes in length and sessions will include ample time for 
discussion. The working language of the conference is English. 

Applicants will be notified about the acceptance of their proposal by February 15, 
2022 and receive further information. The registration fee is 60 Euros (30 Euros for 
PhD students). Meals (lunches and dinners throughout the conference) will be 
provided by the Organizer. 

The organizers aim to hold the conference in person, respecting all the mandatory 
epidemiological measures but we will have the IT infrastructure in place in case it 
becomes necessary to revert to the online model. In the latter case the registration fee 
will be adjusted and partially refunded. 

We are looking forward to your proposals and your participation at the conference. 
 
 
 
 

Robert Kurelić, PhD 

Head of the Organizing Committee 

mailto:rkurelic@gmail.com
mailto:past.present.future.pula@gmail.com
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VENUE: 
Juraj Dobrila University of Pula, Faculty of Economics and Tourism „Dr. Mijo 

Mirković“ 

(Sveučilište Jurja Dobrile u Puli, Fakultet ekonomije i turizma „Dr. Mijo Mirković“) 
Preradovićeva, 1B, Pula 

 
Juraj Dobrila University of Pula, Faculty of Humanities 

(Sveučilište Jurja Dobrile u Puli, Filozofski fakultet) 

I. Matetića Ronjgova 1, Pula 
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REGISTRATION: 
Faculty of Humanities, entrance hall 

 

OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE: 
Lecture room ST50, Faculty of Economics and Tourism „Dr. Mijo Mirković“ (ground 

floor) 
 

KEY-NOTE LECTURES:  

Friday, 27 May - Robert Antonin, University of Ostrava, lecture room ST50, 
Faculty of Economics and Tourism „Dr. Mijo Mirković“ (ground floor) 

Saturday, 28 May – Snježana Koren, University of Zagreb, lecture hall Histria, 
Faculty of Economics and Tourism „Dr. Mijo Mirković“ (first floor) 

 

WORK IN SECTIONS: 
Faculty of Economics and Tourism „Dr. Mijo Mirković“ – lecture rooms ST 50 

(ground floor), 202 (first floor), lecture hall Istra (first floor) 

Faculty of Humanities – lecture room 12 (ground floor)  
Duration: 15 minutes per presentation and 10 minutes per discussion after every 

paper or, depending on the number of panelists, 30-40 minutes for a joint 
discussion. 

 

BREAKS (Thursday-Saturday): 
Refreshments at the lobby 

 
LUNCH (Friday, Saturday): 

University canteen (University Campus) 

 
WEB-PAGE: 

https://ffpu.unipu.hr/past-present-future-2022/call_for_papers  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

https://ffpu.unipu.hr/past-present-future-2022/call_for_papers
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FRIDAY, 27 MAY 

8.30 Registration, Faculty of Humanities, entrance hall 

9.30 OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE, Lecture room ST50, Faculty of Economics 
and Tourism „Dr. Mijo Mirković“ (ground floor) 

10.00 KEY-NOTE LECTURE, Lecture room ST50, Faculty of Economics and Tourism 
„Dr. Mijo Mirković“ (ground floor) 
ROBERT ANTONIN (University of Ostrava)  
Foreigners and Us. To the Roots of Medieval Nationalism on the Example of 
Czech Narrative Sources 

11.15 WORK IN SECTIONS: ROOMS ST 50, 202 (Faculty of Economics and Tourism 
„Dr. Mijo Mirković“), ROOM 12 (Faculty of Humanities) 

14.00 Lunch, university canteen 

15.30 WORK IN SECTIONS: ROOMS ST 50, LECTURE HALL ISTRA (Faculty of 
Economics and Tourism „Dr. Mijo Mirković“), ROOM 12 (Faculty of 
Humanities) 

19.00 JOURNAL PRESENTATION, HISTORY IN FLUX,  Robert Kurelić, Igor Duda 
(Faculty of Economics and Tourism, Preradovićeva 1, lecture hall Istra) 

 
 

 

 
 

SATURDAY, 28 MAY 

8.30 Registration, Faculty of Humanities, entrance hall 

9.30 WORK IN SECTIONS: ROOM ST 50, LECTURE HALL ISTRA (Faculty of 
Economics and Tourism „Dr. Mijo Mirković“, Preradovićeva 1) 

13.00 KEY-NOTE LECTURE, Lecture hall Istra, Faculty of Economics and Tourism „Dr. 
Mijo Mirković“  
SNJEŽANA KOREN (University of Zagreb)  
Constructing National Imagery through Representations of Others: a Study of 
Croatian Twentieth-Century History Textbooks 

14.15 Lunch, university canteen 
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FRIDAY, 27 MAY 

LECTURE ROOM ST 50 (Faculty of Economics and Tourism, „Dr. Mijo Mirković“, 

Preradovićeva, 1/1, ground floor) 

9.30 OPENING OF THE CONFERENCE 

10.00 KEY-NOTE LECTURE  
ROBERT ANTONIN (University of Ostrava)  
Foreigners and Us. To the Roots of Medieval Nationalism on the Example of 
Czech Narrative Sources 

11.15 SECTION 1 RST50 

 Mirjana Sanader, Iva Kaić, Stereotypes in and About the Ancient Roman 
society 

 Maja Rončević, Ivan Bodrožić, Healthy Philosophy as a Way of Overcoming 
Misunderstandings Between Nations and Religions in Late Antiquity 

 Marina Zgrablić, Vesna Lalošević, Saint Michael's Cult: Stereotypes and 
Prejudices in a Medieval Christian Cult 

12.30 Break 

12.45 SECTION 2 RST50 

 Vedran Sulovsky, Twelfth Century Germans in Their Own Eyes and in the 
Eyes of Others 

 Balázs Nagy, The Mongols in Central Europe: Invaders, Conquerors, Migrants, 
or Dog-Headed Enemy? The Perception of the Other in the 

 Andrii Kepsha, Discrediting the Enemy - a Caricature Image of the Crusaders 

in Muslim Sources (XII-XIII centuries) 

14.00  Lunch, university canteen 

15.30 SECTION 3 RST50 

 Robert Kurelić, Reflected Identity: The "Croatian" Frankapani in Late 

Medieval German Sources 

 Elena Kliuchnik, Western Representations of Poland, Lithuania and Muscovy 

in the Fifteenth – First Half of the Sixteenth Centuries A Comparative Approach 
Using Visual Text Analysis 

 Valentina Šoštarić, Emotions as a Source of Stereotypical Views in Ragusan 
Diplomatic Records 

 Tatiana Tereshchenko, Images of the Others in the Medieval Art 
  

17.10 Break 

17.25 SECTION 4 RST50 

 Tomasz Jacek Lis, Balkans‟ Citizens in Eyes of Polish Travelers in XIX Century 

 Branko Ostajmer, Some Stereotypic Views of Stjepan Radić on Hungarians 

(until 1918) 

 Filip Tomić, Vlatka Tomić, Population Censuses and the (re)Construction of 

Ethnotypes: the Case Study of Croatia and Slavonia 1880-1910 

18.40 Break 
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FRIDAY, 27 MAY 

LECTURE ROOM 202 (Faculty of Economics and Tourism, „Dr. Mijo Mirković“, 

Preradovićeva, 1/1, first floor)  

11.15 SECTION 1 R202 

 Markus Debertol, Good or Bad Barbarians? Stereotypes About the Swiss at 

the Imperial and Papal Courts (ca. 1500) 

 Tristan Griffin, „Papists and Sectaries‟: or, Derogatory Depictions of Roman 

Catholic and Nonconformist Protestant Religious Minorities in Seventeenth-

Century Britain 

 Elena Kiryanova, From Prodigious Births to the Parliament of Monsters: 

Monstrification of the Enemy in the English civil wars and Interregnum (1642 - 

1660) 

12.30 Break 

12.45 SECTION 2 R202 

 Maria Gloria Tumminelli, At the Roots of a Stereotype: the Origin of the 

Gypsies According to European Scholars During Modern Age (XVI-XVIII)  

 Ana Teresa Hilário, “Women of India, Weak and for Little”. Stereotype and 

Prejudice in Male Discourse About a Female Convent in the Portuguese Empire 

(17th century) 

 Matteo Sartori, Medicinal Plants Native to Chile. Indigenous and Western 

Knowledge(s) in the Late 18th century. 

14.00  Lunch, university canteen 
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FRIDAY, 27 MAY 

LECTURE ROOM 12,  (Faculty of Humanities, I. Matetića Ronjgova 1, ground floor) 

11.15 SECTION 1 R12 

 Marija Mogorović Crljenko, “But What Evil Have Women Done Except Being 
Born as Women?” – Perception of Women in Early Modern Period Sources in 
Istria  

 Danijela Doblanović Šuran, Self-perception and Perception of the Other: 
The Istrian Rural World in the Middle of the 16th Century 

 Oleksii Rudenko, “Don‟t Look East”: Overcoming Humanist Stereotypes of 
Eastern Europe in the Early Modern Era 

12.30 Break 

12.45 SECTION 2 R12 

 Jiří Hutečka, Othering the Empire: Nationalities of Austria-Hungary in Czech-

speaking Soldiers‟ Personal Accounts of WWI 
 Tihana Luetić, Breaking into the Men's World: First Female Students' 

Experiences at the Royal University of Francis Joseph I in Zagreb 

 Iva Milovan Delić, Can Women be Doctors? Elizabeth Blackwell's View of 

Women in Medical Profession 

14.00  Lunch, university canteen 

15.30 SECTION 3 R12 

 Florian Grafl, Stereotypical Depictions of Foreigners and Minorities in 

Barcelona before the Spanish Civil War (1918-1936) 

 Tanya Matanova, Armenians in Bulgaria in the Past and in Present Days: 

Stereotypes and Identifications 

 Boris Vukičević, The Other in Montenegrin Politics and Society, Past and 

Present 

 Alan Donohue, The Czechs in National Socialist Ideology 

17.10 Break 

17.25 SECTION 4 R12 

 Tina Filipović, Comrades of War from Foreign Countries: SUBNOR and the 

International Veterans‟ Cooperation 

 Dora Tot, Construction of the Yugoslav Self-image in the Global South Against 

the Ideological Athers  

 Rory Archer, Socialist Entrepreneurs: Albanian Small Business Owners in 

Late-Socialist Istria and Kvarner 

18.40 Break 
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FRIDAY, 27 MAY 

LECTURE HALL ISTRA (Faculty of Economics and Tourism, „Dr. Mijo Mirković“, 

Preradovićeva, 1/1, first floor) 

15.30 SECTION 1 HISTRA 

 Bibijana Papo Hutinec, Prejudice against Roma in Međimurje in the 1970s 

 Vinko Kovač, The Construction of "Sidaši", the Epidemical Other, in the 
Croatian Newspapers in the Period 1983-1993. 

 Denis Njari, Croat-eaters: Prejudices about Hungarians in Croatia  in the 
Austro-Hungarian and the Period of Monarchist Yugoslavia 

 Valentina Milenkova, The Attitude Towards the Other Through the Prism of 
Digitalization: the Bulgarian case 

17.10 Break 

17.25 SECTION 2 HISTRA 

 Nataša Urošević, Bartola Mavrić-Mustapha, Migranz Integration and Social 
Inclusion – Case Studies from Turkey and Croatia  

 Marin Beroš, A Migrant as the Reverse of a Citizen of the World 

 Cristina Balma-Tivola, Giuliana C. Calvagno, Identities (What's up with 
that?). Migrants and Refugees Otherness in Music Video Clips 

18.40 Break 

19.00 JOURNAL PRESENTATION, HISTORY IN FLUX,  Robert Kurelić, Igor Duda 

 



 

17 

SATURDAY, 28 MAY 

LECTURE HALL ISTRA (Faculty of Economics and Tourism, „Dr. Mijo Mirković“, 

Preradovićeva, 1/1, first floor) 

9.30 SECTION 3 HISTRIA 

 
Kenneth R. Valpey, Ambedkar and Gandhi on Untouchability: Two Modern 
Indian Efforts to Re-cast Caste 

 
Rohma Javed  Rashid, The Making of „Muslim Foreigners‟ in Contemporary 
India 

 

Victoria Legkikh, Historical Memory and “New Spirituality”: “Spiritual 
Russian” and “Godless Soviet” in the Hymnography of Russian Orthodox 
Church abroad. 

10.45  Break 

11.00 SECTION 4 HISTRIA 

 
Dimitrije Matić, Comparative Analysis of the Image of Communism in the 
Works of Pío Moa and Miloslav Samardžić 

 
Omer Merzić, The Question of World War Two 'Muhajirun' in the Works of 
Alija Nametak 

 

Sabina Giergel, Communists, New Settlers and Autochthons. Siniša 
Kovačević‟s Migrant Narration in the Novel Osvajanje zavičaja (Taming the 
Homeland) 

 

Diana Njegovan, The Experience of a Frontier Man who Weaves into his 
Historical Literary Production the Links Between the Sixteenth and the 
Twentieth century 

12.40  Break 

13.00 KEY-NOTE LECTURE 
SNJEŽANA KOREN (University of Zagreb)  
Constructing National Imagery through Representations of Others: a Study of 
Croatian Twentieth-Century History Textbooks 

14.15 Lunch, university canteen 
 

 

 
 

LECTURE ROOM ST 50 (Faculty of Economics and Tourism, „Dr. Mijo Mirković“, 

Preradovićeva, 1/1, ground floor) 

9.30 SECTION 5 RST50 

 
Elisabeth Beck, Other Memories of the Past. On the Construction of Other 
Memories in (Adult Education) 

 

Katarzyna Wasiak, Forgotten Genocides. A Postcolonial Perspective on 

Violence 

 
Adam Świątek, Croats and Their Neighbors Through the Eyes of Polish 
Journalists at the Beginning of the 20th Century 

 Albert Bing, From „Broterhood and Unity“ to „Hate thy Neighbour“ 

11.10  Break 

14.15 Lunch, university canteen 



 

 

 

 

A B S T R A C T S
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Rory Archer 
Socialist Entrepreneurs: Albanian Small Business Owners in Late-Socialist 
Istria and Kvarner 
 
Based on an ongoing research project about Albanian labour migration in Yugoslavia 
(https://tothenorthwest.archerrory.net), this paper explores the case of Albanian 
small business owners in late-socialist Croatia and the particular stereotypes and 
prejudices they encountered. While towns like Rijeka, Pula, Rovinj and Poreč tended 
to represent themselves as multi-ethnic bastions of brotherhood and unity and centres 
of pan-Yugoslav labour migration, the influx of Albanians in late socialism prompted 
racialised representations and claims of cultural distance. Sources of distrust and 
hostility towards Albanians in Yugoslavia stemmed from several interrelated factors. 
These include purported Albanian loyalty to the external homeland of Hoxha‘s 
Albania (often presented as an enemy state of Yugoslavia), linguistic and cultural 
isolation of Albanians in relation to other Yugoslav peoples, Christian animosity 
towards a largely Islamic group in the context of post-Ottoman, nationalist discourse 
and the Kosovo myth, and a distrust of rural homesteads and patriarchal kinship 
patterns according to socialist morality. With the official (federative) Yugoslav 
interpretation that the 1981 demonstrations in Kosovo were ‗counterrevolutionary‘ 
and an illegitimate expression of nationalist excesses, anti-Albanian sentiment across 
the country grew and security services followed the activities of potential ‗irredentists‘ 
closely, including in Istria and Kvarner. Of particular interest were private business 
owned by Albanians such as jewellers, bakeries and patisseries as well as construction 
workers and informal labourers who were outside the social sector and tended not to 
participate in the institutions of self-management. In Croatia the authorities made a 
direct link between the suspect category of private business owners and (alleged) 
networks of Albanian nationalists and more general criminality. As well as accounting 
for stereotyped and even racist representations of Albanian business owners and their 
employees on the part of the Croatian authorities (evidenced by documents of the 
security services and League of Communists from historical archives in Pazin, Rijeka 
and Zagreb), the paper also gives voice to Albanians and their understanding of living 
and working outside of the social sector of the economy through extensive oral 
history interviews. Of particular importance are discourses of a strong work ethic, 
family obligations and entrepreneurial and economically liberal leanings. By the end of 
the 1980s such perspectives became articulated in Croatian print media which began 
to valorise the work of Albanian entrepreneurs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://tothenorthwest.archerrory.net/
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Elisabeth Beck 
Other Memories of the Past. On the Construction of Other Memories in 
(Adult) Education 
 
In research and discourse, migration is, on the one hand, described as societal 
normality since there has always been migration in human history. On the other hand, 
it is still perceived as a deviation from normalized settledness within a nation-state. 
Migration has ever since initiated and promoted social changes and innovations and 
fostered the (ex)changing of languages, knowledge, and memories. This enlarge(d) the 
plurality of histories and memories due to various origins. At the same time, diversity 
in memory is considered challenging, as it confronts specific images of belonging and 
identity due to ‗the one‘ assumed common history. Therefore, different memories, 
narratives, and pasts of migrants do not fit into an assumed collective and national-
state-oriented memory culture. Thus, they are perceived and constructed as ‗the other‘ 
memories.  
Education plays a central role in this. In historical education, mostly only one 
interpretation of ‗the‘ past is passed on. This is strongly oriented towards a nation-
state narrative. Different memories, narratives, and pasts of migrants do not fit into an 
assumed collective and cultural memory (see Assmann 2009). Migrants and their 
specific (historical) knowledge are often addressed as deficient. Hence, discrimination 
processes due to negative stereotypes about ‗the other‘ can be observed in educational 
settings. One of the most significant contemporary challenges in historical adult 
education – using the example of Holocaust education – is integrating different 
perspectives avoiding the production of an ‗us‘ and ‗them‘. Consequently, 
remembrance and education need to open up to new spheres of remembering to 
enable all people living in a globalized world to participate and conceptualize history 
(see Levy/Sznaider 2006).  
The research project focuses on how Holocaust education can be conceptualized, 
especially in adult education, focusing on heterogeneous groups of participants with 
different experiences, knowledge, and backgrounds. The study provides a qualitative 
research design. Results are to be gained through interviews with (former) participants 
and providers of Holocaust education. 
 
 
Marin Beroš 
A Migrant as the Reverse of a Citizen of the World 
 
It is no secret that in the world of great economic inequalities belonging to some 
political communities is "worth more" than belonging to some other. Consequently, 
the multitudes that are stationed on ―the wrong side" of the border often in their 
quest for a better life abandon the documents that could link them with their 
countries of birth, and become the stateless persons in hope that they will be provided 
with hospitality on the other side of the border on the account of at least one 
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affiliation —  to the universal community of human beings. This paper will reflect on 
our current political situation concerning the migrations by drawing attention to the 
cosmopolitan teachings formed in Antiquity, whose point of origin is almost the same 
- the refusal of restrictions imposed by the political communities of its times.  
 
 
Albert Bing 
From „Broterhood and Unity“ to „Hate thy Neighbour“ 
 
One of the stereotypes of the perception of multinational socialist Yugoslavia referred 
to the image of an exemplary state that successfully overcame national antagonisms 
and controversies of the past. A series of brutal wars in the 1990s resulted in the 
creation of diametrically opposed stereotypes focused on ―the irreconcilable mutual 
hatred of the Balkan peoples". In addition to the portrayal of stereotypes in the 
international media in the early 1990s, the focus is put upon the analysis of the 
broader historical and cultural background of identity and conflict issues. The 
problem of "latent hatred" is also analyzed in the interpretations of several prominent 
writers from the socialist period; especially the short story Letter from 1920 by one of 
the most famous Yugoslav writers, Nobel laureate Ivo Andrić (the work was used to 
propagate the thesis of the impossibility of coexistence of different peoples and the 
need to divide BiH). 
 
 
Giuliana C. Calvagno and Cristina Balma-Tivola 
Identities (What's up with that?). Migrants and Refugees Otherness in Music 
Video Clips 
 
Migrants' depiction in mainstream media seem to be worldwide partial and incorrect 
(IOM 2017). Indeed, media discourses provide negative news and information (Philo, 
Briant, Donald 2013) about them, moreover with narrative modes that connect 
migrants to issues of law, order and security and that ascribe them, on the basis of 
their origins, to homogeneous and stereotyped cultures. This results in a misleading 
representation that feeds suspicion and refusal against the newcomers, seen as colonial 
subalterns to confine (Giuliani 2021).  
In such a battle of imagination, music videos, a hybrid form between market and 
experimentation, work since long in the opposite direction. In fact, they provide 
correct interpretations of the phenomenon and develop realistic and symbolic 
narrations about its protagonists, assuming the political role to promote mutual 
comprehension of the stakeholders. 
Our paper will discuss the matter referring to a few music videos, from the seminal 
Borders by M.I.A. to Country Mohammed by Kultur Shock, Immigraniada by Gogol 
Bordello, Immigrants (We get the job done) from The Hamilton Mixtape and Refugee by 
TIMZ ft. Majid Kakka, to end up with Afroitaliano by Tommy Kuti or La mia pelle by 
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Amir Issa - both second generation immigrants - whose intentional aim is that of 
dismissing common stereotypes about ‗otherness‘ (and,conversely, also about 
‗identity‘). 
 
 
Markus Debertol 
Good or Bad Barbarians? Stereotypes About the Swiss at the Imperial and 
Papal Courts (ca. 1500) 
 
Ideas of the ―Self‖ and the ―Other‖ played an important role in the social and political 
actions of elites at courts in the early modern period. In my paper, I will compare 
stereotypical perceptions of the Swiss at the imperial and papal courts at the beginning 
of the 16th century.  
In this period, the inhabitants of the Swiss Confederation were important to the 
powers of ―Europe‖ primarily as potential mercenaries. Consequently, courtly elites 
perceived them through the lens of their undeniable military value. Contemporary 
sources usually describe them as a hardened, barbaric people living in a harsh and 
barely habitable land. Their republican government often caused suspicion, as did the 
lack of an old, influential aristocracy in this system. In ideological attacks against the 
Swiss Confederation, various authors described it as a community of peasants whose 
self-government defied the God-given order of things.  
In my paper, I will explore how this stereotype could lead to both negative and 
positive depictions of the Swiss in the context of courtly elites of the early 16th 
century. The court of Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian I will serve as an example for 
mostly negative depictions. In contrast, a look at the Roman Curia during the 
pontificates of Julius II and Leo X will show how the elites there perceived the 
"barbarians" positively, even if the basic elements of the stereotype were the same in 
both places. 
 
 
Danijela Doblanović Šuran 
Self-perception and Perception of the Other: The Istrian Rural World in the 
Middle of the 16th Century 
 
The rural world of the Istrian ancien regime is presented in various types of sources, 
from registries of baptisms and deaths as compulsory documents into which everyone 
was registered, through notary contracts and possible wills, to court trials. The last 
ones have an important place among sources when it comes to self-perception, but 
also the perception of others and the world surrounding them. Whether witnesses or 
direct participants of trials, i.e. parties being tried at court, their words represent useful 
evidence for the perception of one‘s own age, religious affiliation, profession, social 
status and value in general. 
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Based on an extensive dispute over borders from the middle of the 16th century 
(1553) between Savičenta (the Morosini family) and the neighbouring Vodnjan, but 
also on the dispute which occurred almost one hundred years earlier over the same 
problem which took place before the Rašpor captain (1461) containing numerous 
testimonies given by mostly shepherds, but also other members of the rural 
communities, this article will try to indicate the important and unimportant when it 
comes to self-perception. Moreover, it will indicate some general positions in the 
perception of others (neighbours), authorities, etc. 
 
 
Alan Donohue 
The Czechs in National Socialist Ideology 
 
National Socialist ideologues ceaselessly invoked several salient events from the 
history of relations between German speakers and their Czech neighbours that had 
resulted in mutual prejudice for many centuries. However, the significance of episodes 
from medieval and early modern history as initiators and perpetuators of the concept 
of ‗the other‘ has often been overlooked by historians.  
While certain scholars have acknowledged the significance of events in the distant past 
when discussing reciprocal distrust between Germans and Czechs, most only find 
reasons for major conflict from the 19th century onwards, which is usually regarded 
as the ‗beginning‘ of nationalism. 
My paper will show that National Socialist race ‗theorists‘ used isolated anti-German 
events from many centuries ago – before most scholars agree ‗nationalism‘ even 
existed – to justify their ‗right‘ to defend ‗their own‘ and to subjugate non-German 
speakers. I will examine key events in German-Czech relations from the early 
medieval period onwards and how they were assessed in National Socialist ideology, 
such as the initial Drang nach Osten, the Hussite Wars, and Bohemia within the 
Habsburg Empire. 
I argue using mainly primary sources that key events and political literature in Czech 
history were distorted in such a way by Nazi ideologues so as to suggest that the 
common history of both communities was little more than a long, continuous assault 
on Deutschtum by a savage Czech nation determined to either ‗Slavicize‘ or else 
completely eradicate its German neighbours.  
In conclusion, my paper will highlight the rarely acknowledged influence that events 
from many centuries ago had on the works of Nazi ideologues and their ‗justification‘ 
for anti-Czech prejudice. 
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Tina Filipović 
Comrades of War from Foreign Countries: SUBNOR and the International 
Veterans‟ Cooperation 
 
SUBNOR, as a partisan veterans' socio-political organization of Yugoslavia, 
participated in the international veterans' cooperation to promote the memory of the 
National Liberation Struggle and self-managing socialism. Its line of international 
cooperation respected the premises of non-aligned politics and relied exclusively on 
cooperation with veterans from the Antifascist coalition, comrades of war throughout 
Europe, fighters of resistant movements, and veteran organizations from the Global 
South. There were attempts of breaking down the barriers between veterans of former 
enemy armies in the name of the post-war reconciliation, as in SUBNOR 
correspondence on cooperation initiative with Wehrmacht veterans that eventually 
failed. Although the international cooperation has not been truly international, 
SUBNOR still managed to cooperate with citizens of countries that were politically, 
ideologically, and economically different. Which was the guiding thought of 
SUBNOR international cooperation, and to what extent was cooperation determined 
by its ideological stereotypes? I will discuss how partisan veterans perceived the 
tourists from foreign countries, established contacts and connections with foreign 
veterans associations, influenced the development of memorial tourism and town 
twinning, and try to outline their perception of the other by using the documents 
from selected local SUBNOR organizations in Croatia. 
 
 
Sabina Giergel 
Communists, New Settlers and Autochthons. Siniša Kovačević‟s Migrant 
Narration in the Novel Osvajanje zavičaja (Taming the Homeland) 
 
The presentation will focus on the acclaimed Serbian dramatist Siniša Kovačević‘s 
novel Taming the Homeland published in 2019. The novel is a literary reworking of the 
drama which has been staged in the National Theatre in Belgrade for nearly twenty 
years, and remains one of the audience‘s favourites. Kovačević‘s novel follows the 
structure of a family saga. The plot centres around the post-WWII migration of 
families from mountainous  Montenegro to the territory of the Pannonian Basin – to 
the Vojvodina village abandoned by the Germans, to be more precise. In this text 
characterized by a rather schematic plot structure, Kovačević manages to capture the 
fundamental changes in the post-war Serbian culture. He demonstrates that the post-
war transfer of people was directly connected to a ―new human‖ (i.e. the one 
representing the traditional rural civilisation) and his/her inhabiting the Vojvodina 
villages and towns, which were economically and culturally better developed than the 
southern regions of Serbia. The additional element that complicates this picture is the 
post-war process of disappearing from Vojvodina the Germans who had lived there 
for 250 years. It is accompanied by rejecting their cultural heritage. The presentation 
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will be based on the three figures of a human being in motion, all of them 
characteristic for the period of post-war migrations in the Central and Eastern 
Europe; they are: a communist, a settler and an autochthon. All three appear in 
Kovačević‘s text and are depicted in a simplified manner, according to the ruling 
stereotypes. The interpretation of these figures‘ representation in the novel will be 
supplemented with the information obtained during the field studies and the 
conversations with the descendants of the Germans from the Serbian Vojvodina 
conducted between February and March 2020. 
 
 
Florian Grafl 
Stereotypical Depictions of Foreigners and Minorities in Barcelona before the 
Spanish Civil War (1918-1936) 
 
When Barcelona became the industrial centre of the Iberian Peninsula in the second 
half of the 19th century, it began to attract thousands of people in search for work. 
Consequently, the number of inhabitants grew from 272 481 in 1887 to more than a 
million only half a century later. The integration of working migrants in Barcelona was 
rather successful until the beginning of the First World War. This process was 
facilitated by the fact that most persons who came to Barcelona in search for work at 
that time originated from Catalonia or other Catalan-speaking areas, sharing the same 
language as well as the same local traditions.  
The situation changed dramatically in the post war years, when the percentage of 
migrants coming from other parts of Spain as well as from abroad grew significantly. 
Due to the growing Catalan nationalism and the high rate of unemployment caused by 
the world economic crisis, the attitude towards foreigners and other minorities in 
Barcelona turned hostile. This process was also reflected in the stereotypical 
depictions made up by the local press. The aim of my paper is to examine from a 
microhistorical perspective how ―the other‖ was perceived in Barcelona before the 
Civil War and to elaborate on the question to what extend the stereotypes and 
prejudices which were established at that time are still shaping Barcelona today.  
 
 
Tristan Griffin 
„Papists and Sectaries‟: or, Derogatory Depictions of Roman Catholic and 
Nonconformist Protestant Religious Minorities in Seventeenth-Century Britain 
 
Throughout early-modern Europe, religious heterodoxy was generally considered 
undesirable. Conformity was generally regarded as the ideal; even without taking 
salvation into account, it was considered necessary for a stable social order. The 
English and Scottish Reformations left the new British polity with substantial Roman 
Catholic minorities, persistent questions about the nature of a Reformed Church, and 
a deep-seated paranoia of external invasion—the legacy of the much-mythologised 
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Spanish Armada. However, while Roman Catholic and nonconformist (refusing to 
worship according to the dictates of the state church) Protestant minorities were 
consistently held in various degrees of fear and contempt, derogatory depictions of 
both varied. Anti-Catholic rhetoric focused on accusations of collaboration with 
foreign powers—the apparently ever-threatening Papacy/Spain/Hell nexus—
conspiracy, and rebellion. By contrast, nonconformists were not commonly regarded 
as a conspiratorial threat on the same level as Catholics, but castigated for perceived 
blasphemy, disrespect for the social hierarchy, amoralism, and sexual immortality. 
This paper will explore how early-modern British hostile depictions of Christian 
religious minorities varied and changed throughout the seventeenth century in 
response to changing national and international political developments. It will argue 
that hostile images of religious minorities were constructed in response to the varying 
anxieties of both majority religious opinion and specific political factions. For reasons 
of time this paper will not cover the British Jewish community—re-established in the 
mid-seventeenth century—or the Catholic majority of the Irish population. 
 
Ana Teresa Hilário 
“Women of India, Weak and for Little”. Stereotype and Prejudice in Male 
Discourse About a Female Convent in the Portuguese Empire (17th century) 
 
The Convent of Santa Mónica de Goa was the first female convent to be founded in 
the Portuguese empire. Its late foundation, when compared to the foundational 
tendency of the Spanish empire, and its nature of innovation and individuality, due to 
the fact that it is the only one of only three female convents founded in the 
Portuguese empire in the 17th century, make Santa Mónica of Goa a object of study 
of great interest. 
 Recent historiographical lines have been unanimous in considering female convents 
to be true kingdoms of women, where the freedom they were granted reached levels 
that marriage, in most cases, did not allow, and where the coexistence and 
management of everyday life took place without the presence of constant of male 
elements. In addition, these institutions are also seen as microcosms of the society in 
which they were inserted. 
Taking these ideas as a starting point, in this communication we intend to use the 
Rules and Constitutions of the Convent of Santa Monica (1606) and the chronicle 
dedicated to the same convent (1699) to emphasize the presence of stereotypes and 
prejudices in these sources of masculine writing, focusing on them. in the categories 
of gender and race difference. Thus, the normative and apologetic documentation 
generated around this convent will allow, on the one hand, to find the male gaze on 
the women who should inhabit it and, on the other hand, to analyze stereotypes that 
permeated sociability in a city with a colonial bent like Goa in the 19th century. XVII. 
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Jiří Hutečka 
Othering the Empire: Nationalities of Austria-Hungary in Czech-speaking 
Soldiers‟ Personal Accounts of WWI 
 
The Imperial and Royal (k.u.k.) Army had always presented the population of Austria-
Hungary with the unique firsthand experience with all the linguistic, cultural and 
ethnic groupings making up the patchwork of the Habsburg Empire. To make sense 
of this often bewildering cultural experience, men often took refuge in stereotyping 
various social groups based on their own predispositions as well as cultural 
background increasingly influenced by nationalist ―perspective of the world‖. This 
process of ―othering‖ betrays as much about its authors as is does about its objects. 
Heavily politicized in nature, these stereotypes, patterns and cultural concepts 
acquired new or deeper meanings during the First World War, when the institutional 
capsule of the Habsburg military was thrown head-first into a crisis which, ultimately, 
led to its demise caused at least partially by mutual distrust of various groups making 
up the social fabric of the monarchy. The goal of this particular paper is to offer a 
quick glance into how one particular group, Czech-speaking soldiers of the Austro-
Hungarian army, conceptualized the manifold ―others‖ sharing their plight in the 
uniform. Based on analysis of their personal accounts (memoirs, diaries, letters), the 
paper will not just summarize one particular case of ―othering‖. It will search for 
mental and ideological frameworks that supported and sometimes indeed inspired this 
process of, ultimately, rather extreme and heavily politicized stereotyping that is 
representative of wider issues that troubled the Habsburg monarchy and its society 
during the First World War. 
 
 
Tomasz Jacek Lis 
Balkans‟ citizens in eyes of Polish travelers in XIX century 
 
In XIX century plenty of Poles were traveling across Balkan Peninsula. Partly of this 
were written about feeling to places and peoples. There were written articles to 
newspapers, and publishing travels diaries. Their thinking about south Europe was a 
stereotype. However, if we compare Polish texts with papers of English, France, or 
Germans authors we see that Picture of the Balkan is not the same.  
In my lecture, I would like to show how Polish travelers present citizens of the Balkan 
Peninsula. I would like to answer some questions. How was attitude Poles to Slavs 
from the south? How to look at their culture, religion? What was the main topic of 
the Poles' travels diaries? I hope that I will find differences and similarities from the 
Polish point of view and English, Germans, and France points of view.  
I use narrative sources like printed travelers' diaries and relations publishing in 
newspapers. This material Poles readers and this texts shaped to polish minds and 
thinking about peoples on the Balkan Peninsula. 
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Rohma Javed Rashid 
The Making of „Muslim Foreigners‟ in Contemporary India 
 
In December, 2019 the Indian government led by the Right-Wing Bhartiya Janta Party 
(BJP) passed an amendment in the Indian Citizenship Act, allowing non-Muslim 
refugees to seek citizenship in the country. It also decreed that a National Register of 
Citizens would be drafted for which documentary proofs of their citizenship would be 
solicited from residents in the country. While the country erupted in a series of 
spectacular protests, a defiant BJP continued to push its agenda through a vitriolic 
campaign aimed at the Muslim community in general and Indian Muslims in 
particular. A deluge of Op-eds in newspapers, tweets, Facebook posts and memes 
talked about the inherent ‗foreignness‘ of India‘s Muslims. They were said to have 
come into the country in the medieval times as violent and barbaric invaders 
determined to destroy India‘s glorious Hindu Civilization. Their loyalty to the Indian 
nation was questioned and their contribution to its cultural heritage was repudiated. A 
series of stereotypical representations of Muslims as vile, filthy and functionally 
illiterate also flooded state backed media.   
These malicious campaigns were mounted on a fallacious reading of the country‘s past 
that sought not only to demonize the history of Muslim presence in the country but 
also stressed on the need to make the community atone for the ‗sins‘ of their medieval 
ancestors. This paper will offer an analysis of this othering of Muslims from the 
perspective of an academic struggling to make sense of the ease with which the past 
was being manipulated to serve present interests; and also, from that of an Indian 
Muslim grappling with being labelled a foreigner in her own homeland. This is 
therefore as much a personal account as it is academic. 
 
 
Andrii Kepsha 
Discrediting the Enemy - a Caricature Image of the Crusaders in Muslim 
Sources (XII-XIII centuries) 
 
The region of Outremer (the Holy Land, Eastern Mediterranean etc.) has always been 
a place of desire and yearning, especially during 12-13 centuries. The so-called 
'Crusades' made two different worlds (Christian and Muslim) collide. Despite the fact 
that the contacts between them maintained in Al-Andalus, Sicily, Byzantine, and the 
whole Mediterranean for years, a new period of opposition around sacred places 
began at the end of the 11th century. It is widely agreed that the knowledge about 
each other was available and prevailed among representatives of the 'scientific' 
(religious) and merchant stratum. But at the same time it was not widely spread 
among regular inhabitants of the region. 
Based on the Holy Scriptures on the one hand, and rumours and stereotypes on the 
other, Christians and Muslims created very specific images of each other. The 
propaganda made a great influence on the image of the enemy. It is often said that the 
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Muslim world was more developed (thanks to the legacy of the Hellenistic world and 
the development of that knowledge) comparing to the Western Christian one in the 
11th-12th centuries. It is worth mentioning the works of Usama ibn Munquidh, Ibn 
al-Qalanisi, Ibn Al-Athīr etc. whose careers made it possible for them to leave 
incredible descriptions of those events. 
How did Muslims percepted the crusaders? What did they think about their culture, 
knowledge, level of medicine, personal characteristics? Indeed, Christians were 
'People of the Book', so why did they provoke a Jihād against them? Did the Muslims 
distinguish the Syriac Franks and the newcomers? Was there a difference between 
them?  
It is tempting to think that the Franks knew nothing about hygiene and borrowed 
most of the knowledge from the Muslims. But they have their own methods, based on 
the Muslim sources. Was it really useful to cut a cross on a head for healing a 
headache? Does it help to release the devil from a body? Was a swine race a type of 
trial? Were the Franks so unprincipled to shave their pubic hair in public bathrooms 
and ask a servant to do the same for his Dame? Would you rather live with one leg 
or die with two if you have an abscess? In fact, you could die with two legs as well. 
Searching for the answers, it is possible to deal with ridicule of the enemy, anecdotes, 
stereotypes, caricatures etc. These descriptions, made by the eyewitnesses, created a 
fictional image of the enemy. But was it really so far from the truth? 
 
 
Elena Kiryanova 
From Prodigious Births to the Parliament of Monsters: Monstrification of the 
Enemy in the English civil wars and Interregnum (1642 - 1660) 
 
In the era of acute religious conflicts in the 16th and 17th-century Europe the 
demonized representation of the Other was highly relevant, both in Protestant and 
Catholic nations. The Reformation and Counter-Reformation cultures created 
multiple images of  "the enemy", and the printing press made them highly available 
for the mass reader. As the British Isles were one of the "fronts" of this pan-
European conflict starting from the Tudor Reformation, the Civil Wars that broke out 
in 1640s created a fertile ground for this kind of image-making. As this was a complex 
series of conflicts between the Crown and Parliament, between England, Scotland and 
Ireland and between the Protestants of different denominations and the Catholics - 
with the religious component of this crisis  prominent - the images of the Other were 
quite different and multi-dimensional. 
By the 1640s there already existed a well-established tradition of representing a 
religious opponent as a monster of a devilish nature or a "Satan's servant". In this 
paper I will examine the typology and iconography of this "demonization" of the 
Other on the British examples. In what way were the Catholics and all sorts of radical 
Protestants - as well as "too little reformed" Protestants -  associated with the devil? 
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Cheap print, sometimes illustrated by engravings, gives multiple and various examples 
of this negative representation of "the Other" by his or her religious opponents.  
 
 
Elena Kliuchnik 
Western Representations of Poland, Lithuania and Muscovy in the Fifteenth – 
First Half of the Sixteenth Centuries A Comparative Approach Using Visual 
Text Analysis 
 
The European Age of Discovery, the Renaissance, the Humanism and the invention 
of printing were among the most powerful processes of the research period that 
impacted the European civilization, shaped its understanding of the world and a new 
image of self. Some of those ideas turned into lasting stereotypes and were widely 
adopted thanks to printing, copying, university culture, 
intellectual ties, and the sense of unity based on Christian religion. 
The images of Poland, Lithuania and Muscovy by western European authors from the 
fifteenth and the first half of the sixteenth century are in the focus of the present 
paper. It discusses a number of textual and visual strategies used by different authors 
while creating their images of the depicted lands. The main terminological content of 
the texts, themes and references to the topics of "culture" and "nature" became 
criteria for the comparative analysis. The criteria, like: political power, political history, 
religion, urban settlements, architecture, local goods, markets, climate, nature, natural 
resources, people comprise the main elements of the images. They were extracted and 
defined mainly with the help of quantification and computational tools for textual 
analysis. The preexisting notions for the edges of the continent as well as a number of 
narrative practices to communicate the motion towards the eastern edges of Europe 
are being traced as well. It is also discussed how the texts influenced the narrative 
content of the maps. 
 
Vinkao Kovač 
The construction of "sidaši", the epidemical Other, in the Croatian 
newspapers in the period 1983-1993. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic serves as a reminder that diseases are not just a medical 
phenomenon, but that they have their social components. For instance, during today's 
controversy between the "vaccinated" and the "unvaccinated", we can see perfectly 
how the phenomenon of a disease can affect the change of someone's perception 
about another human being. However, it would be illusory to consider this to be a 
contemporaryphenomenon. 
Medical labeling of Others has been present for a long time. Therefore, in this 
presentation, we will strive to provide a plausible description regarding the formation 
of a slightly older, and yet currently still stereotypical perception of patients with 
HIV/AIDS in Croatia.  
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The basis of our analysis consists of newspaper articles that, as one of the most 
common media outlets of that time, had the strength of creating stereotypes about 
patients with HIV/AIDS. We will address this issue chronologically, meaning that we 
will analyze the first published articles, and then move up the timeline into the most 
intense period of the pandemic (1984–1987), when the first cases of patients with 
HIV/AIDS emerged in SFR Yugoslavia and SR Croatia. Our analysis will finish with 
1993, forming a ten-year time entity.  
In our analysis, we will employ the theoretical and methodological insights of 
historical imagology and critical discourse analysis, which allows us a broader regional 
and global contextualization of the otherness of the so-called „sidaši―. Furthermore, 
we chose this framework because we will be able to trace the changes in the 
newspaper discourse and pinpoint the periods in which the stereotypes worsened.  
 
 
Robert Kurelić 
Reflected Identity: The "Croatian" Frankapani in Late Medieval German 
Sources 
 
The counts of Krk were one of the most prestigious and most powerful noble families 
in late medieval Croatia, with a dominant role attained under Nicholas IV who 
received the last name Frankapani from Pope Martin V in 1430. Soon after his death 
German language sources, predominantly originating from the Habsburgs and their 
affiliates, began to refer to the family as Grafen von Krabaten or Counts of Croatia. It 
was somewhat unusual for a noble family to be equated with a kingdom that already 
has its own king, the King of Hungary. Moreover, there were other prominent noble 
families in Croatia who were not accorded the same level of respect within the 
Empire. This perception, present almost exclusively in German sources for a little 
under a century is a peculiar piece of information indicating how the status and rank 
of the Frankopani may have soared to such an extent that they were considered 
second to none in Croatia. This proved a bit problematic when the Habsburgs 
ascended to the throne of Croatia, but it nevertheless revealed an intricate interplay 
between perception, flattery, and politics emanating  from the Habsburg ruled 
southeastern parts of the Empire and directed at a kingdom they would later claim as 
their own. This paper is supported by the  by the Croatian Science Foundation 
(HRZZ) project IP2020-02-3702: ―Rituals, Ceremonies and Symbols of the Croatian 
Middle Ages in the European Context (800-1600) 
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Victoria Legkikh 
Historical Memory and “New Spirituality”: “Spiritual Russian” and “Godless 
Soviet” in the Hymnography of Russian Orthodox Church abroad. 
 
Since the convertion of Rus in 988 the idea of  ―Holy Rus‖ as the main island of 
Christianity appeared through centuries. The first Russian saints Boris and Gleb, 
canonized as martyrs in the 12th cent., put a recently baptized country not only to the 
context of holy lands but also to the context of first Christians. The first Russian 
saints not only introduced Russian in the context of Christian history, but also led to 
the idea of national character. Later more and more Russian princes were canonized. 
Russian became a country with huge number of holy princes which helped in 
formation of a national idea that Rus is a holy land and  ―the third Rome‖ under 
protection of its own saint rulers. This idea was broken after the revolution in 1917 
and division of Russian church in Russian church in Soviet Union and Russian 
Church abroad. The revolution of the 1917 separated Russian church in two, forming 
the Orthodox Russian Church abroad as an independent ―true and faithful‖ 
organization. The idea of Russian emigrants to keep their ―true church‖ and ―true 
spirituality‖ led to the broken relationship of two churches till 2007, when the 
unification of two churches was restored.   The emigrants of the first wave felt the 
only keeper of old tradition of ―Holy Rus‖, which was lost in Soviet Russia. It let 
them feel at the same time separated from Western and Eastern world. In 1927 the 
ROCA made several canonizations, which are connected with the preservation of 
historical memory subsequent persecution of clergy, as well as with the Second World 
War. This was the glorification of the New Martyrs and the canonization of Nicholas 
II in 1981, as well as the canonization of the Berlin and German Diocese of 
Alexander Schmorel in 2012 after the unification of the churches. According to 
tradition of Russian church it was created services to new saints. The paper will 
analyze the representation of the  ―spiritual‖ and ―godless‖ in the hymnography of 
ROCA in both traditional and historical context as a specific way of creation of 
traditional hymnography with the historical and political background. 
 
 
Tihana Luetić 
Breaking into the Men's World: First Female Students' Experiences at the 
Royal University of Francis Joseph I in Zagreb 
 
The paper will focuse on stereotypes and prejudice about first female students at the 
Royal University of Francis Joseph I in Zagreb at the beginning of the 20th century. 
Access to universities did not come easily to women anywhere in the region, as well as 
in Croatia. Since 1895, women could be admitted to the University, but only as part-
time students. There was fierce resistance from some authorities, who argued that 
women were physically and mentally unfit for higher education. Likewise, the 
environment at the turn of the century was full of disagreements over what was 
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perceived to be women‘s appropriate role. Since the issue of university education for 
women in Croatia was finally positively solved in September 1901, women were 
allowed to enroll as full-time students at the Faculty of Philosophy at the University in 
Zagreb. Discussing the contemporary stereotypes and prejudice about the women at 
the university, this contribution raises the question of whether the girls fit into the 
contemporary prejudice or with their experience they bypassed it. The paper will also 
investigate the reactions provoked by their appearance at the university. According to 
the sources (mainly those of a private nature, such as correspondence and memoirs), 
personal experiences of the first female students entering the exclusively male 
academic environment, will be presented. The issue of women's higher education in 
Croatia will be argued in the context of the then European stereotypes about women's 
higher education, especially those in the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. 
 
 
Tanya Matanova 
Armenians in Bulgaria in the Past and in Present Days: Stereotypes and 
Identifications 
 
Historic documents report about Armenian presence in Bulgaria back 
to 10th, however steadier Armenian settlements are identified after 17th century. Mass 
refugee flows came to Bulgaria in the end of 19th and the first decades of 
20th centuries. The end of 20th century is marked by the last more numerous 
immigration wave to Bulgaria. 
Respectively, nowadays in Bulgaria representatives and descendants of different 
generations live in mono- or interethnic families predominantly in Bulgarian cities 
with Armenian communities and functioning Armenian structures (churches, schools, 
etc.). Parallel, being involved in the Bulgarian society, they communicate in their 
everyday life with Bulgarians: at home, in the school, at work, etc. and in different 
situations sometimes they have to identify themselves ethnically and culturally. 
On the basis of scientific literature, questionnaires and interviews with people of 
Armenian and Bulgarian origin in the text will be discussed how Bulgarians perceive 
Armenians and how stereotypes about Armenians in Bulgaria change in the course of 
time? Furthermore, will be searched how individuals of Armenian origin identify 
themselves in different times and contexts. Last but not least, attention will be paid 
also to the European identification of Armenians on Bulgarian territory as both states 
Bulgaria and Armenia are part of supranational structures as the European Union and 
the Eastern Partnership at the European Commission. 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

34 

Dimitrije Matić 
Comparative Analysis of the Image of Communism in the Works of Pío Moa 
and Miloslav Samardžić 
 
The aim of this paper is to examine the key similarities and differences in the works of 
a Spanish and a Serbian author - Luis Pío Moa Rodríguez and Miloslav Samardţić. 
Their writings share some very important traits – since 1990s their books have 
contributed to the process of discussing historical memory about one of the most 
conflicted periods in the recent history of their countries (Spanish Civil War and 
World War II in Yugoslavia). Often criticized by other historians (even though Moa 
and Samardţić are not historians) for presenting bias, prejudice and stereotype against 
the left in the attempt to explain the causes and events of the wars, the public 
influence of such works did not lose its relevance. Different historical, political, 
cultural and economic development of Spain and Serbia, as well as their societies‘ 
unique way of dealing with the past, created completely different starting points for 
these two authors. However, they find their common ground in right-wing bias and 
portraying the communism and the radical left as the principal instigators of wars in 
Spain and Serbia, as well as proponents of most repressive regimes that emerged 
during the wars. Having these key points in mind, the main focus of this article will be 
to present the comparative analysis of Moa and Samardţić‘s narrative about the role 
and nature of communism, the ideology that they perceive as the crucial ―other‖ in 
Serbian and Spanish contemporary history. 
 
 
Omer Merzić 
The Question of World War Two 'Muhajirun' in the Works of Alija Nametak 
 
During the Second World War the area which belonged to the former Kingdom of 
Yugoslavia was divided between multiple political entities and its population was 
subject to numerous atrocities and tortures. Especially in the areas which saw heavy 
fighting while also having a diverse population. One of these areas was todays eastern 
Bosnia whose domestic Muslim population had to leave their homes and move to 
safer locations. From their homes they went to other parts of the former Kingdom of 
Yugoslavia, especially to Sarajevo. By doing so they became Muhajirun (an Arabic term 
used for refugees or emigrees). While Sarajevo was safer than it still suffered from 
other problems which was only exacerbated by the everyday influx of Muhajirun. This 
new problem only worsened the situation in the occupied city for the native 
inhabitants. Soon the relationship between the Muhajirun and the pre-War populace 
became pernicious and was starting to show. One of the leading young writers of that 
time Alija Nametak, he himself not a native inhabitant of Sarajevo, wrote and 
published about the relationship in his works. One of his famous books published in 
1942 is called Za obraz in which he details the atrocities people went through and the 
relationship between the Muhajirun and their new hosts. In this paper I will analyse his 
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take on the situation as well as the historical elements regarding the emigration of 
people who are fleeing their homes because of war. Even though Nametaks book 
takes place during the Second World War, his take on the situation regarding refugees 
is still quite relevant especially today 
 
 
Valentina Milenkova and Albena Nakova 
The Attitude Towards the Other Through the Prism of Digitalization: the 
Bulgarian case 
 
Digitalization has an important place in society and is gaining great importance. 
Almost all social processes are digitalized and the importance of digital skills is 
growing - in online banking, voting, paying bills, participating in various platforms, 
conducting conference meetings that are relevant as in everyday life as well as in work. 
At the same time, the digitalization itself creates additional divisions between 
communities and individuals. On the one hand, they are related to the financial 
opportunities for technological support of digital processes and devices. On the other 
hand, they are related to age, psychological and generational characteristics, which 
create various difficulties and obstacles in the formation of digital skills and the use of 
digital tools. On this basis, prejudices are developed, manifested by social class status, 
as well as by ethnicity and age. 
The article uses various data - statistical and research under Bulgarian society, which 
show the presence of prejudice against the "others" such as older generations, ethnic 
minorities and socially disadvantaged groups, which for various reasons remain 
excluded from the digitalization process. The data show that the older and less 
educated a person is, the harder it is to acquire digital skills. In general, the 
digitalization appears to build on and reproduce existing divisions and prejudices 
against the others, which are diverse and vulnerable. The main conclusion of the 
article is that digitalization takes to a new level the existing prejudices in society. 
 
 
Iva Milovan Delić 
Can Women be Doctors? Elizabeth Blackwell's View on Women in Medical 
Profession 
 
Until the second half of the 20th century, when most countries in the world provided 
equal access to medical education to all, women physicians were a rarity. When 
medicine began to develop rapidly in the second half of the 19th century, as a 
profession it was still reserved only for men. Driving force of the decades-long 
survival of this social condition were the views of the upper and middle classes at the 
time, on women's ability and role in society conditioned by her physiology and 
reproductive role - and these views came from male doctors themselves. Today a 
transparent ideology of nurturing the social pyramid to the detriment of human rights, 
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held fast to its foundations, and in various ways prevented women from participating 
in public life and thus studying on universities if they and what they wanted. The first 
known woman to be registered as doctor with the General Medical Council in Britain 
managed to graduate medicine on the University of Geneva in New York in 1849, and 
registered in England in 1858, and as a person with a foreign degree become an 
inspiration to other women in Great Britain, USA, and other countries. In this 
presentation, I will focus on her three authorial works: An Appeal in Behalf of the Medical 
Education of Women (New York, 1856), Medicine as a Profession to Women (New York 
1860), Pioneer Work in Opening the Medical Profession to Women: Autobiographical Sketches 
(London and New York, 1895) and analyze her thoughts on the reasons for women‘s 
entry into the medical profession as doctors. Her reflections are interpreted in the 
context of the first wave of feminism and complex political and social history, as well 
as the history of medicine of the Western world in the middle, and second half of the 
19th century. 
 
 
Marija Mogorović Crljenko 
“But what evil have women done except being born as women?” –Perception 
of women in early modern period sources in Istria 
 
On the basis of various early modern period sources in Istria, both secular and 
ecclesiastical – statutory regulations, notary files, certain office‘s files, marital disputes, 
etc. – this presentation will depict the perception of women in the society. In the pre-
modern period women are regularly mentioned in connection to a certain man, usually 
linked to them in a family or business relation, as someone‘s mother, sister, daughter, 
wife, widow, servant, etc. Women were mostly perceived as the weaker being, passive, 
those who need to be taken care of and who need help in making decisions (i.e. who 
need the man‘s consent), who need to be cherished, but also reprimanded and 
corrected. In spite of such a perception, there are sources showing that in many cases 
women were respected, that their opinions and statements were taken as relevant and 
true, that in some cases they could make their own decisions and that it was 
acceptable, even necessary and desirable. Regardless all mentioned, not all women 
were treated in the same way by society, but how she was treated and perceived 
usually depended on their social status, role and position in the family, as well as her 
profession. Therefore, in observing the position and perception of women it is 
important to consider those determinants as well, because the perception of women 
was not only determined by their sex and gender role, but by numerous other factors, 
too. 
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Balázs Nagy 
The Mongols in Central Europe: Invaders, Conquerors, Migrants, or Dog-
Headed Enemy? The Perception of the Other in the 
 
The military campaigns of the Mongols in the 1240s meant one of the main 
cataclysms of medieval Europe. The strike did not come as a surprise, the information 
about the westward expansion of the Mongols arrived at most of the courts of 
contemporary Europe some years before the attacks, partly due to the Christian 
envoys who arrived back from the East, and partly due to the threatening letters sent 
by the Mongols. Thus, the image of the Mongols was known already before the arrival 
of their troops. Eye-witness accounts report the devastations caused by the Mongols, 
and because of the overwhelming effect of the impact of their military activities real 
and imaginary information spread about them basically all over Europe. Matthew 
Paris, the thirteenth-century English chronicler collected one of the most complete 
compilations of sources on the Mongols, which shows convincingly that the news on 
the Mongols was relevant in distant countries as well.  
The paper will investigate the written and visual image of Mongols, their interactions 
with Christian societies of Central Europe and the emergence of the perception of the 
Mongols as dog-headed enemies of the European civilisation. Stereotypes about the 
Mongols remained widespread even when the Mongol threat no longer endangered 
Europe, so, it offers a good case study for the emergence, spread and survival of 
concepts of otherness. 
 
 
Denis Njari 
Croat-eaters: Prejudices about Hungarians in Croatia  in the Austro-
Hungarian and the Period of Monarchist Yugoslavia 
 
Although Hungarians have lived in Croatia, especially Slavonia, since the Middle Ages, 
they often encountered animosity of the Croatian public, especially from the second 
half of the 19th century until the middle of the 20th century. Hungarians who lived as 
a minority in Croatia during the Austro-Hungarian period were most often described 
by the Croatian public as "oppressors", "tyrants", in other words - enemies, and the 
situation did not change for the better with the collapse of the state. While in the 
Austro-Hungarian period, even in areas where they were a very tiny minority (such as 
the town of Slavonski Brod), Hungarians were described in the Croatian press with 
very picturesque words such as the Croat-eaters, in the period of monarchist 
Yugoslavia, they could not expect to exercise even the minimum of their national 
rights, even in the villages where they formed an absolute majority. Thus, for example, 
the Catholic Church (more precisely the Diocese of Đakovo), did not allow them to 
hold sermons or even sing in the church in Hungarian, but instructed them to move 
out in Hungary if they wished to practice that kind of rights. The aim of this 
presentation is to show the "look from the other side" based on several representative 
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examples; specifically, in traditional Croatian historiography the Austro-Hungarian 
period is typically described as a period during which Hungarianization was attempted, 
while this presentation will show animosities and prejudices that Hungarian minority 
in Croatia had to face at that time.  
 
 
Diana Njegovan 
The Experience of a Frontier Man who Weaves into his Historical Literary 
Production the Links Between the Sixteenth and the Twentieth century 
 
This research will point out similarities of two books written by Fulvio Tomizza: Il 
male viene dal Nord. Il romanzo del vescovo Vergerio (Evil Comes from the North. The Novel of 
Bishop Vergeri) and Quando Dio uscì di chiesa. Vita e fede in un borgo istriano del Cinquecento 
(When the God Abandoned the Church. Life and Faith in a Sixteenth-century Istrian Village).   
The books at a glance seem to all be very different from one another. The first one is 
a historical novel, while the second one still inspires researchers to discuss its literary 
genre, but, they are united by experiences of the frontier men. 
The books present Istrian Lutherans of the Sixteenth Century and are connected by 
the figure of Koper‘s bishop Vergeri, whose life could be compared to the life of 
Istrians of the Twentieth century who experienced exile. Divisions, persecutions, and 
imprisonments of Istrian Lutherans reflect the situation in the Twentieth century, 
where the father of the narrator, has been persecuted, imprisoned, and forced to exile 
after the Second World War.  
The story is placed in the Istrian peninsula which is considered by Ţivko Niţić as a 
place of conflicts between Romas, Slavs and Germans, who tried to dominate over 
the area. 
Tomizza, with his micro-history, tributes small people, who lived in border areas and 
suffered violence throughout history. Tomizza, as a frontier man, manages to 
understand the suffering and weaves that experience into high-quality literature, with 
international fame. 
 
 
Branko Ostajmer 
Some Stereotypic Views of Stjepan Radić on Hungarians (until 1918) 
 
Stjepan Radić (1871-1928) became involved in political life early, as a high school 
student, and his political maturation took place during the reign of Dragutin Khuen-
Héderváry (Croatian ban (viceroy) from 1883 to 1903). Radić allegedly did not bring 
anti-Hungarian feelings from his parents' peasant home, but in Zagreb, where Khuen 
met with the strongest opposition and where political debates permeated all walks of 
life, young Radić grew into an irreconcilable opponent of Hungarian politics. 
Therefore, it is no coincidence that his first significant political act was aimed at Ban 
Khuen (shout "Glory to Zrinski, down tyrant Héderváry!" during the performance of 
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Ivan Zajc's opera "Nikola Šubić Zrinski"), nor is it a coincidence that his short-term 
studies in the Hungarian capital (1895) only strengthened Radić's anti-Hungarian 
views. As he became more and more fascinated by the idea of Slavic reciprocity in the 
following years, Radić's views on Croatia's northern neighbors became increasingly 
negative and he often saw in them the descendants of barbarian newcomers from Asia 
who wedged themselves into the Slavic sea. During this period, he adopted and 
advocated a whole range of other negative stereotypes about Hungarians, and some of 
these stereotypes were widely accepted among other Croatian opposition parties and 
groups at the time. 
Based on archival sources and literature, and especially on Radić's newspaper articles, 
publicist papers and parliamentary speeches, the presentation seeks to present his 
vision of Hungary and the Hungarians for the duration of the Croatian-Hungarian 
state union, ie until the collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. 
 
 
Bibijana Papo Hutinec 
Prejudice against Roma in Međimurje in the 1970s 
 
A significant presence of Roma in Međimurje has been recorded since the 19th 
century. In the second half of the 20th century, Roma lived in 15 settlements in 
Međimurje, in completely isolated locations or on the margins of populated areas.  
The interaction between the majority and the minority population was marked by 
notions of Roma which most often relied on stereotypes and prejudice, while their 
relations were viewed as a zero-sum game. The local media reproduced the image of 
"Roma with hardened habits and customs", while being aware of the need for 
effective social policy aimed at Roma inclusion. The first initiatives to improve the 
position of the Roma in Međimurje were developed in the late 1960s and early 1970s. 
Based on sources of various provenance, especially the local press, an analysis of 
public discourse and prejudice faced by Roma will be presented, with the aim of better 
understanding the position of Roma in Međimurje in this period. 
 
 
Maja Rončević and Ivan Bodroţić 
Healthy Philosophy as a Way of Overcoming Misunderstandings Between 
Nations and Religions in Late Antiquity 
 
In the time of the Roman Empire, the 1st and 2nd centuries were centuries of great 
internal tensions towards Judaism, stemming from the logic of division that 
dominated the social scene. Namely, the Jewish people, despite being under Roman 
rule since the time of Julius Caesar, always remained outside the influence of Roman 
culture and religion, which is why they were considered a barbaric people. The epithet 
of the ‗barbarian people‘ testified to the prejudices that prevailed in the society of the 
time, and were based on the degree of economic power, social influence or 
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technological progress. Judaism, which slowly adapted to the social criteria of 
Hellenistic culture, was characterized as barbarism, which is why it was very slowly 
integrated into the components and life of society. 
In the 2nd century there was a shift and an interesting twist. Several philosophers, 
converts from paganism to Christianity (Aristide, Justin, Athenagoras, etc.), reveal in 
the Jewish Old Testament tradition a strong intellectual message called 'barbaric 
philosophy'. This 'barbaric' philosophy is presupposed even by the great philosophical 
traditions of Hellenistic culture such as Platonism, Aristotelianism and Stoicism, 
considering it more credible and true. By promoting the sublimity of ‗barbaric ' 
philosophy in their society, they break down prejudices against Judaism and its 
traditions, but at the same time towards Christianity which, at the time, was also an 
undesirable religion that did not conform to the canons of pagan religion, which was 
the official state religion in the Empire. In this way, their readiness for common sense 
consistency with the truth became a way of overcoming misunderstandings and 
prejudices in society. 
 
 
Oleksii Rudenko 
“Don‟t Look East”: Overcoming Humanist Stereotypes of Eastern Europe in 
the Early Modern Era 
 
My paper analyzes early modern ‗national‘ stereotype creation by comparing the 
strategies of representation of Eastern Europe in Italian and Polish-Lithuanian 
accounts. I argue that to surpass the stereotypes and myths about the region, Polish 
and Lithuanian humanists engaged in their own myth-construction: to debunk a 
stereotype you must replace it with another idea. Mathias Miechowita (1517) and 
Michalon Lituanus (1550) in their treatises counterposed their people (‗nations‘) 
against the Tatars and the Muscovites, demonstrating close cultural and historical 
unity of the Poles, Lithuanians and Western Europeans. Through an imagined ancient 
genealogy of the Poles and Lithuanians, Polish-Lithuanian humanists asserted their 
people‘s belonging to Renaissance Europe. In turn, however, local humanists crafted 
new ideas about the East by claiming to have first-hand knowledge of the region that 
added credibility to their own discourses of representation.  
My sources comprise the treatises of Aeneas Sylvius Piccolomini and Filippo 
Callimachus and the responses to their views from the Polish-Lithuanian side by 
Miechowita and Lituanus. I also contend and demonstrate how cartography, 
particularly the maps of Martin Waldseemüller and Sebastian Münster became a novel 
means of early modern knowledge production and myth creation. I delineate the key 
strategies of early modern representation and othering, challenging the old 
stereotypes, generating new ideas and their later repercussions. 
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Mirjana Sanader and Iva Kaić 
Stereotypes in and About the Ancient Roman society 
 
Stereotypes about something or someone have always existed and are still present in 
all societies. The aim of this paper is to present some of the stereotypes in and about 
ancient Romans and their society. We will be primarily interested in modern 
stereotypes about the ancient Roman civilization and the modern misconceptions 
about Romans, their habits, and their way of life. We are also interested in stereotypes 
Romans themselves had about the other cultures, mainly about the autochthonous 
inhabitants of the Eastern Adriatic coast, who have been known to them as the 
Illyrians. 
 
 
Matteo Sartori 
Medicinal Plants Native to Chile. Indigenous and Western Knowledge(s) in 
the Late 18th century 
 
Europeans arrived in Chile in the 16th century. Since then, Indigenous ways of 
knowing have always been regarded as the main source of medicinal knowledge about 
native flora. Over the centuries, this perception of the Other has been consolidated as 
an almost constant positive ethnic stereotype that is still present today.  
During the colonial era, Western culture learned and embedded the use of many 
native medicinal plants. Former research has referred to that phenomenon in terms of 
cultural appropriation.  
However, previous studies have not addressed which medicinal plants were adopted 
from European and Chilean pharmacopeia and, more importantly, how they were 
used. The objective of this research is to understand the relationship between Western 
use of Chilean flora with indigenous culture in the Atlantic context of the 18th 
century.  
The theoretical-methodological approach adopted draws inspiration from the recent 
History of Knowledge and History of Ignorance, thus relating both knowledge(s) and non-
knowledge(s). Moreover, social relevance and cultural hybridization constitute two key 
concepts.  
The current study found that indigenous botanical-medicinal knowledge, despite being 
always praised, was adopted only in a few cases. The results of this research indicate 
that a positive stereotype towards the other culture can instead hide a distancing. 
These findings suggest that there is a need for new studies focusing on the specific 
uses of medicinal plants that consider socio-cultural aspects and the everyday 
dimension of such knowledge. 
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Vedran Sulovsky 
Twelfth Century Germans in Their Own Eyes and in the Eyes of Others 
 
Sources abound that comment on the Germans in the twelfth century. From John of 
Salisbury‘s Quis Teutonicos constituit iudices nationum? to the infamous furor Teutonicus, 
many a Latin phrase gained currency among historians trying to explain Europe‘s 
middle kingdom and its inhabitants. Usually, one would look at stereotypes about the 
Germans in non-German sources, but I propose a different twist on the approach: to 
compare some of the most glaring beliefs about Germans from without and within 
the German consciousness. Was there any truth to the descriptions and even 
accusations foreigners levelled at the Germans, and even better – was there an 
explanation from the German side? 
Some of the key texts of the twelfth century will be examined for this purpose, 
including various Italian authors grappling with the hopes, fear and consequences of 
various German interventions south of the Alps, the papal court‘s view not of the 
Germans‘ politics, but of them as people, as well as the encounters of German 
emperors with their Byzantine, French, English and Hungarian counterparts. A short 
run through these should establish why certain tropes reminded contemporaries of 
Tacitus‘ or other classical authors‘ Germans, but others did not. Last but not least, a 
few examples from the German side, including Otto of Freising‘s historical works and 
the charters and letters of the imperial chancery, will be used to demonstrate not only 
the awareness of the Germans of their distinctive traits, but their pride in them, thus 
establishing the common grounds on which those beliefs were created.  
 
 
Adam Świątek 
Croats and Their Neighbors Through the Eyes of Polish Journalists at the 
Beginning of the 20th Century 
 
The functioning of different nationalities within the Habsburg monarchy created a 
unique opportunity for the development of contacts between their elites. Average 
inhabitants, however, did not have the opportunity to get to know their fellow citizens 
from other parts of the monarchy except through the daily press. In 1898, on the 50th 
anniversary of the Slavic Congress, journalists from all Slavic countries gathered at the 
1st Congress of Slavic Journalists in Prague. Subsequent congresses were held every 
year in various cities of Austria-Hungary (e.g. Dubrovnik in 1901, Opatija in 1905). 
They were a great opportunity to familiarize journalists with the visited country, as 
well as with colleagues from other countries. Various disputes arose during the 
congresses. Despite the will to create cooperation of the Slavs to oppose the 
domination of the Germans and Magyars in Austria-Hungary, it was difficult to avoid 
conflicts between journalists from neighboring countries (e.g. Poles and Ukrainians, 
or Croats and Serbs). Polish journalists revealed to themselves, and then to Polish 
readers, history, culture and the customs of the Croatian population. They did not 
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hesitate to write about animosities between southern Slavs. On the one hand, they 
reproduced certain stereotypes about nations, on the other hand, they created new 
ones. The purpose of this paper is to Articles from the Polish newspapers and 
memories of the participants of the congress present the opinions of Polish journalists 
on inhabitants of Croatia and their neighbors. will be analyzed. 
 
 
Valentina Šoštarić 
Emotions as a Source of Stereotypical Views in Ragusan Diplomatic Records 
 
This paper aims to shed light on mutual connectivity between emotions, especially 
those labeled as negative, i.e. anger, hate, resentment, discontent, fear, envy, and 
disgust that could lead to the development of prejudicial attitudes toward certain 
individuals, as well as cultural, religious, ethnic and social outgroups. Of special 
interest are emotional regulation strategies created by those who enjoyed sufficient 
power to shape certain stereotypical views toward specific powerful persons or elite 
groups.  
More importantly, for this analysis is how the words used to express certain emotions 
generated stereotypical views of individuals or outgroups within a specific socio-
political and cultural context. The analysis of emotions in the political sphere is 
approached as a social and cultural phenomenon that has the power to shape the 
notions of the Others with whom Ragusan ambassadors interacted. 
The analyzed examples are based on instructions given to envoys empowered to 
represent their hometown at foreign courts. An important goal of this study is to 
present how certain stereotypical views based on emotions changed over time in 
dependency on desired political goals directed by the Ragusan authorities. Some 
stereotypical views were perpetuated or even empowered with new layers of meaning 
over a longue durée.  
Emotions, prejudice, stereotypes, beliefs, and concrete actions correlate, and in this 
talk, I will highlight their mutual causal relationship based on several case studies 
preserved in Archival seria Lettere di Levante kept in Dubrovnik`s state archive. 
 
 
Tatiana Tereshchenko 
Images of the Others in the Medieval Art 
 
They had two characteristic traits.  Syncretism. It manifested itself in close ties 
between real and phantastic elements and also in close connection with the religious 
ideas and values. Influence of the ideas and imagery of the Antiquity. 
In the medieval art several Others were represented. Jews. They were mostly 
represented in religious subjects as biblical (Old Testament) characters or in some 
connection with (negative) religious categories– sin, paganism etc. Saracens. They 
were represented in illustrations of the crusades, religious subjects and as Oriental 
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thinkers. Their appearance and its semantic had some similarities with Jews: big 
hooked noses, thick beards etc. which referred to sin, paganism etc. Blacks. They 
appeared during the reign of the Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II (1220-1250). 
Further on their images were connected with the highest authorities and aristocracy 
(Black St. Maurice, Black Magus, heads of Blacks on the crests of aristocratic families). 
Mongols. Appearance of their images was connected with their expansion in Europe 
and in the Near East and contacts between the Europeans and the Near East. They 
were represented in the miniatures on historical subjects сюжеты and in the pictures 
and frescoes on religious subjects. The inhabitants of the New World. In the earliest 
images the phantastic inhabitants of the edges of oikumene of the antiquity were 
represented; later images became more realistic. 
 
 
Filip Tomić and Vlatka Tomić 
Population Censuses and the (re)Construction of Ethnotypes: the Case Study 
of Croatia and Slavonia 1880-1910 
 
The aim of our presentation will be to research the transformation of ―ethnotypes‖ 
(Leerssen, 2006) – as the way of social construction of figures, commonplaces, and 
stereotypes of how we identify and characterize others as opposed to ourselves, in 
facing with the modern population censuses – as the administrative technique of 
categorization, representation, but also of construction of the identification of 
population. General insights of relationship between these social phenomena in the 
context of the emerging concepts of nation, nationhood, national sovereignty, and the 
ideology of nationalism in the 19th century will be analyzed in a case study of the 
Kingdom of Croatia and Slavonia 1880-1910. In that period four population censuses 
were held. These were withal only censuses which categorized population according 
to the criteria of ―mother tongue‖ as, in the contemporary apprehension, the best 
proxy for the nationality of population. After each of these censuses there were eager 
debates ensuing in public which thematized results of censuses, directing itself above 
all on numerical movement of ―domestic‖ and ―autochthonous‖ population opposed 
to ―immigrants‖ and ―foreigners‖. Who exactly were these ―domestic‖ and 
―autochthonous‖, which in public discourse represented ―us‖, and who were 
―immigrants‖, and were all the latter perceived and represented as ―foreigners‖, in the 
sense of opposed ―others‖? Which principles (ethnic, national, religious, territorial) 
were dominantly used in classification of population on ―us‖ and ―akin to us‖ as 
opposed to ―others‖ and ―different‖ to ―us‖? Which characteristics (social, mental) 
were attached to these basic categories of population? How were these categories 
affected by the territorial, administrative, political, and institutional setting?  
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Dora Tot 
Construction of the Yugoslav Self-image in the Global South Against the 
Ideological Athers 
 
The Soviet model of socialism after 1948 became the most prominent Other against 
which the Yugoslav elites constructed the new, post-Soviet identity. Apart from the 
political pressure posed by the Soviet Union, Dejan Jović noted that the principal 
reason for this was ideological. According to Jović, the Yugoslav Communists had 
believed that ―the real political choice was not between liberalism and socialism but 
between various types of socialism‖. I expand these ideas by arguing that the Global 
South was an important space of the construction of the Yugoslav identity. In the 
situation of socialist competition for influence in the Global South, Yugoslavia 
annotated alternative socialisms as ideological Others against which it aimed to build a 
distinguishing image.  
As it turned into the most significant battleground of multiple socialist actors and 
their respective visions of development, I mainly focus on the space of post-colonial 
Algeria of the 1960s. Building on the theory that the image of the Self is constructed 
against the image of the Other, I juxtapose the Yugoslav self-image against the image of 
the three main ideological Others – the Soviet, the Chinese and the Cuban socialism. 
Furthermore, going beyond the institutional level, the paper showcases the reception 
of the image of the Other by the Yugoslav experts in Algeria who encountered, 
interacted and competed with counterparts from the socialist world. 
 
 
Maria Gloria Tumminelli 
At the Roots of a Stereotype: the Origin of the Gypsies According to European 
Scholars During Modern Age (XVI-XVIII) 
 
The history of the Gypsies in Western Europe began in the first decades of the XV 
century, a complex and discontinuous story, which can be reconstructed only through 
the words of the first curious observers who recorded their passage. The idea that the 
Gypsies left no traces should be dispelled, even if it is true that the narrating voice of 
the history of this minority is never that of those who were protagonists. 
The Gypsies have stimulated the curiosity of European scholars since their arrival: 
there were many theories that writers and jurists, from the humanists to the 
illuminists, had proposed from the middle of the XV century onwards, all of whom 
were interested in the search for their origin, giving colour to a range of fanciful 
hypotheses, sometimes bordering on the improbable, some of which persist even in 
today's collective imagination.  
The ones most often taken up saw them as descendants of ancient sects: Raffaele 
Maffei, the Volaterranus (1451-1522), believed them to be uxii, the modenese jesuit 
Lelio Bisciola (1539-1629), as well as others before him, had proposed their descent 
from the ancient sect of the Athinganoi. Polidoro Vergelio (1470-1555), in his work, 
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De Rerum inventionibus, presented the «Egyptian» as «an evil sect that begged all over 
the world», who came from Assyria.  
And again, Torlachi , or Geti, ancestors of the Dacians, Mauritanians, Nubians or 
Ethiopians. Others proposed a biblical descent, children of Cain or Cus, cursed 
peoples forced into a life of wandering or slavery by the divine curse. In opposition to 
all these ideas there were, however, some authors who proposed a local origin, 
according to which the Gypsies were nothing more than wanderers, disguised as 
mystical people.The narration of this legendary tales was dictated partly by the aura of 
mystery that accompanied their habits and partly by a natural desire to normalise and 
regulate a difficult coexistence, since the Gypsies always practised activities on the 
borderline of legality. 
The pilgrimage of expiation with which they justified their arrival in the West at the 
beginning of the XV century, after a few decades became less and less credible and 
could no longer be traced back to a late XIV century path of faith, which was 
nevertheless accepted. At the beginning of the XVI century, the wandering life in 
search of alms was no longer experienced as imago christi, but rather as dangerous and 
difficult to control by secular and even religious authorities, who preferred to impose 
control on the distribution of alms, favouring a more firm and comprehensible 
poverty. 
In this reaserch we will analyse the debate of the European Scholars concerning the 
origin of the Gypsies. We will try  to reflect also on the reasons behind the fact that 
determining their roots, as happened with the Jews and the Moriscos, would have 
redefined the rights and duties associated with citizenship, and the search for a social 
order in the delicate construction of modern states would certainly have benefited. 
 
 
Nataša Urošević and Bartola Mavrić-Mustapha 
Migranz Integration and Social Inclusion – Case Studies from Turkey and 
Croatia 
 
The paper will elaborate current issues related to migrant integration and social 
inclusion in Turkey and Croatia, two countries with important role and location on 
the international migration routes between Asia, Africa and Europe. By identifying the 
challenges migrants face in the process of employment and integration the authors 
will also analyse stereotypes and prejudices directed at these new inhabitants in both 
countries. At the moment, there are over 100 million migrant workers employed 
around the globe. Finding decent work and the better-paid job is one of the most 
common reasons for migration. Integration is among the essential keys in the new life 
of a migrant, while at the same being the biggest challenge. The conducted research 
included inverviews with migration experts and volunteers in international 
organisations working with migrants in Turkey and Croatia, interviews with migrants, 
the survey on the attitudes of the local community towards imigrants as well as 
analysis of key policy documents and statistics by international organizations. 
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Preliminary research results and the analysis of the conducted interviews have shown 
that both migrants and their host countries can take advantage from their 
employment, especially in the tourism industry (Croatia lacks 30.000 workers in 
tourism), but to be successful, the integration process should involve all interested 
stakeholders, including long-term education and informative campaings for local 
communities to prevent stereotipes and prejudicies and benefit from migrants 
experience and cultural diversity. 
 
 
Kenneth R. Valpey 
Ambedkar and Gandhi on Untouchability: Two Modern Indian Efforts to Re-
cast Caste 
 
In the first half of the twentieth century, both B. R. Ambedkar (1891-1956) and 
Mohandas K. Gandhi (1869-1948) fought to end ―untouchability‖ in India. Coming 
from an ―untouchable‖ Mahar or ―backward caste‖ and a Bania ―forward caste‖ 
respectively, Ambedkar and Gandhi approached the issue in radically different and 
deeply conflicted ways, with questionable long-term success to either. In this 
presentation I focus on one aspect of their differing approaches, namely, their 
consideration of the dietary markers of ―untouchables‖, especially the eating of meat, 
and more specifically beef. Gandhi insisted that untouchability was an unfortunate 
and unnecessary accretion to Hinduism, hence Hinduism needed reform. Ambedkar 
saw untouchability as integral to and inseparable from modern Hindu religion, 
therefore he—along with thousands of outcaste followers, formally ―converted‖ to 
Buddhism. That high-caste Hindus were largely vegetarian and ―outcastes‖ largely 
non-vegetarian was, he argued, a consequence of Brahmin competition with early 
(vegetarian) Buddhism, resulting in divisive stereotyping of meat-eating Hindus as 
―outcastes‖, a stereotype that, ironically, ignores ancient textual evidence of Hindu 
meat-eating. Complicating matters of caste stereotyping in India is that animals are 
also classified in Indic traditions, in some cases mirroring human social classification. 
The broader issue I raise is whether—or how and to what extent—human attitudes 
toward animals in general, human identification with animals (generally or 
specifically), and especially human omnivorous dietary practices, are related to the 
creation and persistence of social stereotyping and the perception of ―otherness‖ in 
human society. 
 
 
Boris Vukičević 
The Other in Montenegrin Politics and Society, Past and Present 
 
As Montenegro had been a small, underdeveloped country for centuries, seemingly 
forever fighting for independence, it was fertile ground for prejudices and 
misconceptions about its neighbors. Intolerant attitudes continued well through the 
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19th century, and they were especially focused on the Ottomans and all Muslims, 
including the Islamized autochthonous population. Turks – a name used for all 
Muslims for centuries and still present in a derogatory context were a representation 
of evil, as in Njegoš‘s work (in one scene of "The Mountain Wreath" they physically 
stink), folk songs, Maţuranić‘s epic, etc. After 1878, when numerous Muslims became 
citizens of enlarged Montenegro, the presentation of Turks was modified, but it was a 
slow process. Still, interreligious tensions in the Balkan and world wars (also in the 
interwar era – the Šahovići massacre) kept the animosity alive, which resurfaced after 
the fall of communism. As the reforms happened in the late 1990s, a reshaping of 
both the vision of Turkey (discovering common customs and culture) and of 
Montenegrin Muslims (long-time partners of governing parties) took place. However, 
prejudices remain as the Montenegrin identity, historically, was mostly built as the 
opposite to the Turks. To make things more complicated, the change of course of the 
Montenegrin regime in the 21st century painted Serbs, not Turks, as historical enemies, 
tracking it not only to 1918, but even to the Middle Ages. Serbs were portrayed as the 
Other, the opposite of progressive and European Montenegrins. The confusion 
continues and is ever-present in the dynamics of Montenegrin political life, in its 
identity building, in its society and culture. 
 
 
Katarzyna Wasiak 
Forgotten Genocides. A Postcolonial Perspective on Violence 
 
One category overlooked in the creation of the genocide category was cultural 
genocide, which has been deeply explored by postcolonial theorists. Franz Fanon in 
―The Wretched of the Earth‖ saying: ―For centuries Europe has held back the 
development of other peoples, subordinated them to its own goals, to its own glory; 
for centuries, in the name of a claimed <spiritual adventure>  it has stifled the breath 
of almost all mankind (…) Now is it high time to understand that it is better to cut 
ourselves off from Europe for ever. ... Let's stop obsessing about catching up with 
Europe. (…)Let us stop imitating Europe.  ...Let us try to discover the man whom 
Europe has not been able to ensure victory.  (…) The Third World is a giant, and its 
aim should be to solve problems which are beyond the powers of Europe. (…) The 
task of the Third World is to rewrite human history, covering the magnificent cultural 
products of European thought and European crimes‖. 
He points precisely at the cultural violence that colonial states suffered, being 
destroyed for years by European states that legitimized their violence with 
discriminatory rhetoric. Violence that former colonies are still struggling with. Above 
all, it is about overcoming colonisation, about the awareness of the need to dismantle 
the imperial structures that remained in the culture of the subordinated population 
after the withdrawal of the hegemon and the formal dissolution of colonial 
dependence. 



 

49 

In my presentation I want to demonstrate a postcolonial rhetoric towards colonial 
violence. Referring mainly to the work of Frantz Fanon, I would like to discuss the 
neglected issue of cultural genocide, which is constantly undertaken by former 
colonies. 
 
 
Marina Zgrablić and Vesna Lalošević 
Saint Michael's Cult: Stereotypes and Prejudices in a Medieval Christian Cult 
 
The contribution of this presentation is focused on stereotypes, ideologies, and 
prejudices based on Saint Michael's cult as a category of medieval human religious 
practice. It has been already established that medieval Christian cults were primarly 
connected to urban centers that needed a strong local cult as a means of identification 
and prestige. Medieval citizens participated in the construction and the maintenance 
of confidence with their protector saints in order to achieve a firm cultural, ethnical, 
or political status. The case of Saint Demetrius can be offered as one of the most 
prominent saints who could protect his people against the incursions of the Slavs in 
the Late Antiquity as Miracula sancti Demetri testifies. The aim of this study is to explore 
and understand how the protective role of Saint Michael the Archangel participated in 
the religious and political life of medieval people in the Northern Adriatic area. One 
of the main aims is to discover if there a special devotion to Saint Michael as a 
protector of strategic sites was concieved during the Early Middle Ages when various 
political conflicts occured in Istira and its sorroundings. Can the model be applied 
generally or was it developed only where the political elites employed Saint Michael's 
cult as a strategy of domination?  
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