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Arheološki pogledi na srednjeveško urbanost

Burial Practices in the Urban Area of  Medieval Rijeka
Pogrebni običaji v urbanem predelu srednjeveške Reke

Andrej Janeš, Ana Azinović Bebek

Abstract: The city of  Rijeka (Tarsatica) is known from Roman times, and the ongoing archaeological excavations show 
many sides of  its urban layout. Medieval Rijeka is known from late 13th century written documents as part of  the feudal 
domain of  the Duino family. Inside the town walls, there was the parish church of  the Assumption of  the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and the Augustine monastery of  St Jerome. The 2008/2009 archaeological excavation around the parish church 
brought to light a large portion of  the town’s medieval and post-medieval cemetery. Around 150 burials were excavated 
south and west of  the church with burials from the 12th/13th centuries until the cemetery’s closure in 1773. Six ossuaries 
were also excavated on the south side of  the church. The majority of  finds from these ossuaries date to the medieval 
period. Most of  the bones found there belong to individuals who were removed from the graveyard in later periods 
(17th/18th centuries) due to the lack of  burial space. Most of  the intact medieval burials were concentrated in the area 
south of  the church while post-medieval grave finds indicate that the cemetery was enlarged to the west only in the post-
medieval period. Individuals were buried in coffins or stone tombs. The whole eastern part of  the town was organised 
around the parish church with almost no structures around the church itself, forming sort of  a square. This layout would 
change in post-medieval times when the urban area changed due to overpopulation.
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Izvleček: Predhodnika mesta Reka (Tarsatica) poznamo iz rimskih časov, številne značilnosti njegove urbane zasnove 
pa razkrivajo kontinuirana arheološka izkopavanja. Srednjeveška Reka je znana iz pisanih virov s konca 13. stoletja, ko 
je bila del fevdalnega gospostva gospodov Devinskih. Znotraj mestnega obzidja sta stala župnijska cerkev Marijinega 
vnebovzetja in avguštinski samostan sv. Hieronima. Arheološka izkopavanja okoli župnijske cerkve leta 2008/2009 so 
razkrila velik del srednjeveškega in novoveškega pokopališča. Južno in zahodno od cerkve je bilo izkopanih okoli 150 
grobov s pokopi iz časa od 12. oziroma 13. stoletja do tretje četrtine 18. stoletja. Na južni strani cerkve je bilo izkopanih 
tudi šest kostnic. Večina najdb iz kostnic je iz srednjeveškega obdobja, kosti pa pripadajo pokojnikom, ki so bili zaradi po-
manjkanja prostora v poznejših obdobjih, tj. v 17. in 18. stoletju, z grobišča preneseni v kostnico. Večina nedotaknjenih 
srednjeveških pokopov je ležala južno od cerkve, novoveške grobne najdbe pa kažejo, da se je pokopališče razširilo proti 
zahodu šele po koncu srednjega veka. Pokojniki so bili pokopani v krstah ali kamnitih grobnicah. Vzhodni del mesta je bil 
urejen okoli župnijske cerkve, okoli katere ni bilo skorajda nobenih struktur. To pa se je spremenilo po koncu srednjega 
veka, ko se je zaradi prenaseljenosti urbani prostor spremenil.

Ključne besede: srednjeveško grobišče, urbano grobišče, Reka, pokopi, kamnite grobnice, kostnice

Historical Overview

Written data concerning Tarsatica in the first centu-
ries of  the medieval period is scarce. In the Cosmo- 
graphy by Anonymous of  Ravenna, an administrative 
unit, Liburnia Tarsaticensis, is mentioned with its seat 
in Tarsatica.1 The name appears again in The Life of 

1 Suić 1970, 711.

Charlemagne (Vita Karoli Magni) by the chronicler Ein-
hard, who mentions Tharsatica, Liburniae civitas, and 

in the work De gestis Caroli Magni by the poet Saxo 
from the second half  of  the 9th century2 as the place 

near which the Friulian duke Eric was killed.3 Eric’s 

2 Oppugnare Liburnorum contenderat urbem Tharsaticam (Suić 
1970, 710).
3 Suić 1970, 710–711; Žic 1998, 13; Klen 1988, 69;  
Labus 2000, 6.
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death is lauded by the patriarch of  Aquileia Paulinus 
in a song written ca. 800.4 Many historians believe 
this event was the reason for the destruction of  this 
Liburnian city. In retaliation, the Frankish army razed 
and burned the city on one of  its eastern campaigns.5

Another mention of  Tarsatica is related to a char-
ter issued in the year 996 by Holy Roman Emperor 
Otto III whereby he granted some Istrian and Libur-
nian dioceses to the Aquileian patriarch, among them 
Tarsatica.6 Given that such a diocese did not exist pre-
viously or subsequently, this data must be considered 
unreliable.7 Although there is no earlier mention of  a 
diocese, the discovery of  the Early Christian basilica 
under the Church of  the Assumption of  the Bless-

4  Labus 2000, 1.
5  Tarsatica’s destruction by the Frankish army is menti-
oned by John the Deacon only in the 11th century (Labus 
2000, 12).
6  Klen 1988, 70.
7  Margetić 1994, 32.

Figure/Slika 1 Kvarner and the bordering regions during the second half  of  the 14th century (Weiss 2013, 25). / 
Kvarner in obmejne pokrajine v drugi polovici 14. stoletja (Weiss 2013, 25).

ed Virgin Mary opens that possibility.8 Considering 
that Otto’s charter is based on an older charter by 
Charlemagne from 803 which grants the patriarch of  
Aquileia the right to establish more dioceses in Vene-
to, Istria, and Liburnia, it should be seen as an at-
tempt to expand the influence of  Aquileia into this 
region. Comparing the case of  Tarsatica with the case 
of  Novigrad in Istria, where the patriarch Paulinus 
established a new diocese with which the new Frank-
ish ecclesiastical creation was placed in the already 
existing late antique-Byzantine ecclesiastical system, 
we cannot dismiss the idea of  the existence of  an 
ecclesiastical organisation in Tarsatica at the turn of 
the 8th and 9th centuries.9 Therefore, as a serious ar-
gument, we can accept the existence of  an organised 

8  Novak 2009, 183–185.
9  Turković, Basić 2011, 80.
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urban settlement in the Old Town of  Rijeka in the 
late 10th century.10

In spite of  the possibility that there was no Tarsatican 
diocese, we see from the charter issued by Otto III 
that the future Rijeka lands were granted to an impe-
rial ally, the Aquileian patriarch, who granted them as 
a fief  to the Lord of  Duino. The exact date of  the 
transfer of  the Rijeka lands to the Lords of  Duino 
remains unknown. Thanks to their holdings at Kras 
and Merania (as medieval Liburnia was referred to), 
the Lords of  Duino grew rich by levying taxes and 
duties on merchants passing through their estates. 
The settlement at the mouth of  the Rječina River 
proved favourable in acquiring wealth from maritime 
commerce. The settlement on the Rječina River is 
first mentioned by its new name in the conclusions 
of  the Venetian Great Council of  1281 as “Flumen 
sancti Viti”.11 Reka or Rika, as it is referred to by the 
local inhabitants, slowly developed as a small centre 

10  Margetić 2004, 18.
11  Klen 1988, 74–75. D. Klen suggests the first men-
tion of  Rijeka’s name in a charter from 1230/1233  
which mentions a Dominicus de Richa, interpreted by the 
author as Dominik Ričanin (Dominic from Rijeka). The 
document is a complaint of  the judges from Pula, filed to 
the Archbishop of  Ravenna (Margetić 2004, 13).

of  commerce on Kvarner Bay through which goods 
from Dalmatia and the nearby Kvarner islands were 
transported northwards, via the Karst to Carniola 

and Styria (Fig. 1).
A key date in this period of  the development of  Rije-
ka is the founding of  an Augustine friary and church 
dedicated to St Jerome in 1315, encouraged by Lord 
Hugo IV. In the 14th century, Rijeka acquired the typ-
ical appearance of  a medieval city, encircled by walls 
and dominated by a castle to the northern side. The 
Augustine friary was situated in the western section 
of  the city, while the eastern side was dominated by 
the collegiate church of  the Assumption of  the Vir-
gin Mary (Fig. 2). 
In 1336, the Duinos lost Rijeka to Bartol Duke of 
Krk. At the same time, they turned to the Habsburgs, 
whom they assisted in the war against Venice in 1369. 
During that war, the Venetians attacked Merania, 
with the greatest damage inflicted against the city on 
the Rječina River.12 Two years later, Hugo VI of  Dui-
no was once again the ruler of  Rijeka. 
Hugo VIII was the most powerful of  the Duino 
lords. Indicative of  his political power was the fact 

12  Žic 1998, 15.

Figure/Slika 2 Main medieval features in the Old Town of  Rijeka (drawing by A. Janeš). / Srednjeveški ostanki v 
starem mestnem jedru Reke (risba A. Janeš).
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Figure/Slika 3 Map of  Rijeka by I. Klobučarić from 1579 (source Kriegsarchiv Wien). / Načrt Reke iz leta 1579 
avtorja I. Klobučarića (vir Kriegsarchiv Wien).

that he was captain of  Treviso, the feudal lord of 
Pordenone, the city of  Trieste and the Austrian hold-
ings in Istria and Carinthia, and that he held lands in 
Carniola and Styria. With the death of  his son Hugo 
IX in 1399, the Duino holdings were bequeathed to 
the Walsee family13 that was at the time, along with 
the Counts of  Celje, the most powerful family in the 
lands held by the Habsburg archduke.14 

This economic upswing in the 15th century led to an 
influx of  new inhabitants to the city on the Rječina  
River. The development of  overseas commerce saw 
the concurrent development of  shipbuilding. A local 
government developed similarly to that of  the Dal-
matian communes, but still under the watchful eye of 
the feudal master, represented by a captain. It is thus  

13  Štih 1992, 310.
14  Žic 1998, 16.

referred to in Latin documents as a terra, rather than a 

civitas.15

In the second half  of  the 15th century, Rijeka had a 
modest three thousand inhabitants. The majority of 
the population was Croatian, while the priests bore 
exclusively Croatian names. The thriving economy 
led to an influx of  settlers, mostly from neighbouring 
Italy. The strong economic base of  the new arrivals 
resulted in the Italian language taking the leading role 
in the city, as evident from the fact that all city re-
cords were written in this language.16 

In 1465, Count Wolfgang Walsee bequeathed the city 
of  Rijeka, along with Kastav, Veprinac, Mošćenice and 
Gotnik, to Holy Roman Emperor Friedrich III. Along 
with the neighbouring regions, the emperor united Ri-
jeka, in terms of  its administration, with Carniola. This 
afforded Rijeka an even broader economic sphere, and 

15  Fest 1913, 13.
16  Fest 1913, 104.
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the interests of  Rijeka are rendered subordinate to the 
global interests of  the emperor.17

The fall of  Bosnia to the Ottoman Turks in 1463 
dealt a massive blow to this burgeoning economy. 
From 1468 onwards, Turkish military detachments 
launched incursions and pillaging of  the Rijeka hin-
terlands. The situation worsened with the outbreak 
of  war between Emperor Friedrich and Hungarian 
King Matthias Corvinus from 1477 to 1488. It all 
led to a drop in commerce that constituted a serious 
setback for this developing economy. The emperor, 
namely, shifted the export of  iron to the safer port of 
Trieste. The sombre state of  affairs at the end of  the 
15th century was further blackened by an epidemic 
of  the plague in 1477. From the beginning of  the 
16th century, the town was attacked and sacked by the 
Venetians on several occasions (Fig. 3).

The Collegiate Church of  the 
Assumption of  the Virgin Mary

The Church of  the Assumption of  the Virgin Mary 
was located at the eastern edge of  the medieval town 
(Fig. 2). The exact date of  its construction is un-
known. The church’s importance is noted in the ver-
nacular name Vela Crikva (Great Church) or Assunta, 

being the largest and most important ecclesiastical 
building in Rijeka till the construction of  St Vitus’ 

17  Klen 1988, 106.

Church. It is a three-aisled church with a rectangular 
chancel and a detached belfry. It was constructed on 
the remains of  an Early Christian basilica. The belfry 
may indicate an earlier construction date, but the year 
1377 incised above the door documents a renovation 
in the Gothic style. The Gothic biforas date from 
that period. The first documented renovation was 
executed in 1442 when the ceilings in the aisles and 
the chancel were raised.18 After the Venetian sack of 
the town in 1509, the collegiate church underwent 
extensive renovation works. The church was again 
renovated during the 17th and 18th centuries (Fig. 4).

The Cemetery

It became a custom among Christians for the dead 
to be buried in consecrated ground because of  the 
belief  in life after death. Throughout history, the 
Church instituted strict rules concerning the location 
and organisation of  graves. Graves had to be or-
ganised in the surroundings of  parish churches and, 
when such a church was too far away, special ceme-
terial churches were erected. The Christian graveyard 

18  Bradanović 2017, 21.

Figure/Slika 4 The Church of  the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary (source www.visitrijeka.hr). / 
Župnijska cerkev Marijinega vnebovzetja na Reki (vir www.
visitrijeka.hr).

Figure/Slika 5 The collegiate church with the 

cemetery on the 1579 map (source Kriegsarchiv Wien). / 
Župnijska cerkev s pokopališčem na načrtu iz leta 1579 (vir 
Kriegsarchiv Wien).
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is thus arranged as a clearly demarcated and conse-
crated area alongside a church. Unlike the customs 
of  antiquity, Christian graves were situated within 
settlements, which was in accordance with the belief 
in life beyond the grave and the resurrection of  the 
body. This bound the deceased in a community with 
the living, who prayed for them and prepared for re-
unification with them in the afterlife.19

It was no different in Rijeka. Much of  the area of  Trg 
Pul Vele Crikve and a part of  Užarska ulica was oc-

19  Predovnik, Dacar, Lavrinc 2008, 91.

cupied by the municipal cemetery, which developed 
around the collegiate church of  the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. Some of  the deceased were 
interred in churches in communal or family tombs, 
and some around the collegiate church, which was 
referred to as the cemetery.20 Prior to 1773, there 
were no cemeteries outside the city ramparts. While 
members of  the religious orders were interred with-
in their churches, and canons within the collegiate 
church, others were buried alongside it. Sources cite 

20  Kobler 1996, 279.

Figure/Slika 6 Plan of  the excavated graves. Green structures are parts of  the Roman baths, blue structures part of  the 
Early Christian basilica (drawing by A. Janeš). / Načrt izkopanih grobov. Zeleni objekti so del rimskih term, modri pa 
zgodnjekrščanske bazilike (risba A. Janeš).

church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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the payment of  fees for burial places behind the lat-
eral altars. The eastern side, behind the church, was 
reserved for the indigent who could not pay for a 
burial. In Klobučarić’s depiction of  Rijeka from 1579, 
the area bordered by a fence reached the church bel-
fry and, at the time, there were no burials in the area 
to the north of  the church and belfry (Fig. 5). The 
area to the south of  the church was a more desirable 
place for burial than the northern side.21 From later 
depictions of  the city, in the 17th century, one can 
observe the expansion of  the cemetery in that direc-
tion, likely brought about by the growing population 
of  Rijeka.
The area to the south and west of  the collegiate 
church was investigated, and 153 grave contexts were 
discovered (Fig. 6). Research has shown the extent 
of  the devastation to the city cemetery caused by 
municipal works (Fig. 7). The southern perimeter of 
the cemetery, together with the southern wall of  the 

21  Demo 2007, 50.

large ossuary and a post-medieval house (kosturnica 
and object 1 in the plan on Fig. 6)22, was destroyed 
by the construction and later repairs of  sewage pipes 
in Užarska ulica. In spite of  the claims of  the much 
greater age of  the collegiate church, the area around 
it was used as a cemetery only from the 13th centu-
ry onwards. The finds of  12th-century coins, namely, 
have no dating value because of  their subsequent use 
in later periods.23 In the 15th century, the constricted 
nature of  the area around the church proved a prob-
lem that was resolved by the construction of  walled 
ossuaries (lat. carnarium, ossuarium) in which the bones 
from excavated graves were deposited. The need for 
ossuaries indicates greater mortality of  the popula-
tion of  Rijeka in the late medieval period, caused by 
the gradual growth of  the population of  this Libur-
nian city. This trend continued into later periods, and 
in the first half  of  the 18th century, a new, larger ossu-
ary was built. Burials ceased in 1773 when interment 
of  the deceased within the urban core of  the city was 
forbidden by a decree of  the imperial government of 
Joseph II.
Out of  the 153 excavated graves, 37 can be dated to 
the Middle Ages, 24,8% of  the total excavated graves. 
They contained remains of  42 individuals. All of  the 
medieval graves were excavated on the south side of 
the church. The oldest interments of  the 13th to 15th 

century were registered in and around the frigidarium 

of  the Roman baths. The depth of  the pools pro-
tected them from subsequent burials. In the 15th cen-
tury, due to the density of  interments, a row of  six 
ossuaries was built alongside the church where bones 
were deposited, with burials continued in the same 
area (Fig. 8). Although no burials earlier than the 17th 

century were preserved to the west of  the church, 
finds of  coins from the 13th to 16th centuries indi-
cate the use of  this area for interments prior to the 

22  We find a record of  the purpose of  object 1 in the 
records of  the city archives. As a rule, a person could 
not be interred until forty-eight hours had passed from 
the moment of  death. The bodies of  the deceased were 
displayed in their homes, with a house built alongside the 
cemetery to serve the indigent for this purpose; Viezzoli 
1936, 112.
23  See Jakšić 1996.

Figure/Slika 7 Part of  the cemetery south of  the church 
during excavations (photo by J. Višnjić). / Del grobišča 
južno od cerkve med izkopavanji (foto J. Višnjić).
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17th century. We can account for the absence of  older 
graves in this area by the small depth of  burials as a 
result of  the mosaic flooring of  the early Christian 
basilica. The older graves were likely destroyed – the 
bones transferred to the nearby ossuary – and were 
replaced by 17th-century interments. As a result of 
the ever-increasing density of  burials, a large ossuary 
was constructed along the cemetery’s southern pe-
rimeter in the 18th century. However, by the end of 
the first quarter of  the 18th century, the cemetery had 
expanded to the north of  the belfry, where burials 
took place up to 1773.

Not all the excavated graves could be dated strict-
ly to the medieval period due to the dire state of  
preservation of  the remains. Out of  the total, 19% 
can be dated to the 15th century, another 10% to the 
14th/15th centuries and 15th/16th centuries. Out of  the 
total, 12% can be dated to the period from the 13th 

to the 16th centuries. The rest can only be dated to 
the large time span from the 13th to the 18th centuries 

(Fig. 9).
Out of  the 42 medieval skeletons, 17 were identified 
as male (41% of  the total), ten as female (24% of  the 
total), and six as children (14% of  the total medieval 
skeletons), while nine skeletons could not be sexed 

Figure/Slika 8 Plan with the medieval graves (drawing by A. Janeš). / Načrt srednjeveških grobov (risba A. Janeš).

church of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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(21% of  the total) (Fig. 10). The high percentage of 
undetermined skeletons is caused by the bad state of 
skeletal preservation caused by constant burials dur-
ing the post-medieval period.
Most of  the graves were oriented along the west-east 
axis, with the head to the west. This orientation of 
the deceased is related to the belief  in the second 
coming of  Christ at the end of  the world when the 

bodies of  the dead would rise. With their heads to 
the west, the deceased would see Christ rising in the 
east. This ritual was very strictly adhered to in the 
medieval period, up to the 17th century when the ritu-
al was altered and there was no strict requirement 
that the burial be with the head of  the deceased to 
the west. Most graves at the cemetery in Rijeka fol-
low the orientation of  the church, which had a slight 
deviation from the ideal west-east orientation, and 
93% of  the medieval graves are oriented in this direc-
tion (Fig. 11). The place of  burial further influenced 

a grave’s position. The most desirable place was near 
the high altar of  the church, followed by the lateral 
chapels. The loosening of  restrictions pertaining to 
the orientation of  graves led to the denser distribu-
tion of  burials along the walls of  the church from the 
late medieval period onwards. Deviations from the 
standard orientation appear far less frequently.
Although found in situ, most graves were drastically 
damaged, both by municipal works and by subse-
quent burials. Graves 2 and 3 were damaged during 
the construction of  a building to the southeast of  the 
collegiate church. Grave 2 was thoroughly disturbed at 
the time, and the bones of  the deceased were found 
scattered on the better-preserved skeleton in grave 3. 
During the installation of  pipes in the south-eastern 
section of  the cemetery, the line of  graves 51, 53, 54, 
55 and 89 was damaged. Another cause of  the dam-
age to graves by new burials lies in the poor mark-
ing of  older graves. The majority of  medieval graves 
were marked by wooden crosses that were not re-
placed upon their decay. In the late medieval period, 
cemeteries were often used as open public spaces on 
which to stage fairs, games, and other social events. 
That this was the case is evident from the provisions 
of  church councils from the 14th and 15th centuries 

that forbade these activities in cemeteries.24

Most of  the deceased were interred in simple earthen 
graves (Fig. 12). The contours of  the graves them-
selves could not be discerned, having been destroyed 
by the constant use of  the burial space. For inter-
ment in simple grave pits, the bodies of  the deceased 
were wrapped in fabric. Some of  the deceased were 
interred in wooden coffins.
Walled graves were built from the late 15th century on 
and were used for the burial of  several deceased per-

24  Predovnik, Dacar, Lavrinc 2008, 91.

Dating Number of  graves Percentage

13.–15. cent. 1 2

13.–16. cent. 4 10

13.–17. cent. 1 2

13.–18. cent. 7 17

14.–15. cent. 4 10

14.–17. cent. 1 2

14.–18. cent. 3 7

15. cent. 8 19

15.–16. cent. 4 10

15.–17. cent. 1 2

15.–18. cent. 5 12

16. cent. 3 7

42

Figure/Slika 9 Percentage of  medieval graves (made by 
A. Janeš). / Delež srednjeveških grobov (izdelava A. Janeš).

Sex Number of  graves Percentage

male 17 41

female 10 24

child 6 14

undefined 9 21

Orientation Number of  graves Percentage

west-east 39 93

south-north 2 5

undefined 1 2

Figure/Slika 10 Sex percentage in the medieval graves 
(made by A. Janeš). / Delež pokojnikov v srednjeveških 
grobovih glede na spol (izdelava A. Janeš).

Figure/Slika 11 Grave orientation (made by A. Janeš). / 
Usmerjenost grobov (izdelava A. Janeš).
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sons. Grave 6 was constructed of  undressed stone, 
with the inside face of  the wall smoothed with plas-
ter (Fig. 13). The building method is similar to grave 
5 (ossuary) to the northern side. Two skeletal remains 
were found in the grave in situ, skeletons SU 357 and 
SU 496. The remainder of  the tomb was filled with 
the bones disturbed by the interment of  these two. 
In the case of  skeleton SU 357, the bones of  the 
previous burial were arranged along the walls of  the 
tomb, for the most part at the feet and head. There 
are four consoles on the inside of  the tomb that held 
in place the stone lid removed during the burial of 
the deceased to whom bones SU 357 belonged. Iden-
tically built walled graves were recently discovered in 
Zadar at St Dominic’s Church.25 Coins issued for 
Salzburg Archbishop Johann II von Reisberg from 
the first half  of  the 15th century were discovered in 
the structure of  the wall of  grave 6. The coins found 

25  Jurić 2008, 414.

their way into the grave during its construction in the 
mid- or second half  of  the 15th century. Grave 6 is 
aligned with the altar of  the Heart of  Jesus inside the 
collegiate church. On that section of  the wall, on the 
outside face, G. Kobler mentions a chapel dedicated 
to St Bernardine.26 It is first mentioned in 1534 with 
a note that it was the site of  the Nikolić family tomb27 

(Fig. 14). Given that grave 6 is the only family tomb 
to the south of  the church, we can only conclude 
that this is, in fact, the tomb of  this Rijeka family. 
The chapel of  St Bernardine was demolished in 1802 
and the altar transferred to the nearby Church of  the 
Holy Spirit (Sveti Duh).28

The construction of  walled family tombs is confirmed 
at two cemeteries in Dalmatia; Galovac-Crkvina and 
Sveti Juraj at Putalj. Family tombs at Crkvina are dated 
approximately, as is the entire necropolis, from the 9th 

26  Sušanj 2002, 11.
27  Kobler 1996, 258.
28  Kobler 1996, 258.

Figure/Slika 12 Simple earthen grave of  the 14th/15th 

century (photo by A. Janeš). / Preprost v zemljo vkopan 
grob iz 14./15. stoletja (foto A. Janeš).

Figure/Slika 13 Last buried individual (SU 357) in 
the walled tomb (grave 6) (photo by A. Janeš). / Najmlajši 
pokop (SE 357) v zidani grobnici (grob 6) (foto A. Janeš). 
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to 16th century,29 while at Putalj, they appear in the later 
horizon of  the late medieval period.30

In the case of  grave 37, the space between the south-
ern wall of  the ossuary (grave 36, SU 350) and the two 
walls of  the Roman thermae (SU 318 and SU 319A) 
was used. The space was not used as a classic tomb but 
rather as a bordered area where interment was con-
ducted without any particular order, as indicated by 
the poorly preserved and intermingled skeletons.
A row of  six walled ossuaries was built along the 
southern wall of  the collegiate church. The grow-
ing population and the high mortality rate near the 
end of  the medieval period became a problem for 
cramped municipal cemeteries across Europe. The 
renewed excavation of  the cemetery area emerged 
as a solution, with the extracted bones deposited in 
purpose-built ossuaries. Late medieval customs al-
lowed for the transfer and deposit of  the remains of 

29  Belošević 1993, 132.
30  Burić 2001, 214.

Figure/Slika 14 Walled tomb (grave 6) of  the Nikolić 
family (photo by M. Zaccaria). / Zidana grobnica (grob 6) 
družine Nikolič (foto M. Zaccaria).

Figure/Slika 15 Ossuaries south of  the collegiate church 

(photo by A. Janeš). / Kostnice južno od župnijske cerkve 
(foto A. Janeš).
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the deceased in these ossuaries, on the condition that 

they were located on consecrated land.31 These ossu-
aries were most often constructed along the southern 
walls of  churches.32 Five ossuaries (graves 5, 21, 36, 
83 and 87) were built of  undressed stone and bound 
with mortar (Fig. 15). All are of  a rectangular form. 
The easternmost ossuary (grave 71) is, unlike the 
others, built of  brick. During construction, the build-
ers had to remove parts of  the walls of  the Roman 
thermae. The fills of  the ossuaries included a large 
number of  dislocated bones. Grave 71 is different in 
this respect. In its fill, well-preserved human skulls 
were found alongside the bones (Fig. 16). In graves 5, 
21 and 71, we found consoles for lids on their south-
ern walls. To the north side, we can only presume their 
existence as that side of  the ossuary was destroyed 
when the church’s foundations were secured. Walled 
tombs without lids were also found at the cemetery 
of  St George’s (Sveti Juraj) church at Radun near  
Kaštel Stari, dated by finds of  Venetian coins to the 
17th century.33 The specimens at Rijeka are certainly 
older: a 14th-century denar issued by Slavonian Ban 

31  Demo 2007, 35.
32  Podpečan 2006, 26.
33  Oreb 1983, 200.

Stjepan IV Babonić was found in grave 36, while in 
grave 5, we found a coin issued by Emperor Ferdi-
nand II from the 16th to the 17th century. Based on 
the numismatic finds, we can date the construction 
of  the ossuary to the 15th century, and they were like-
ly used on several occasions up to the 17th century.

Figure/Slika 16 Skulls from the brick-built ossuary (grave 71) (photo by A. Janeš). / Lobanje iz opečnate kostnice (grob 
71) (foto A. Janeš).
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Grave Finds

Most of  the finds found in the graves belong to the 
post-medieval repertoire, consisting mostly of  devo-
tional objects, medals, crosses, and rosaries. Other 
finds can be grouped as jewellery, parts of  garments 
and shoes, and objects of  everyday use. Objects that 
could be dated to the medieval period can be divided 
into two groups: dress accessories and jewellery.

Buckles

Prominent by their number among objects of  utili-
tarian and decorative nature are buckles, i.e. buckle 
frames. Only a very few were found in closed grave 
contexts. Most became separated from clothing and 
footwear and were scattered in the cemetery layer by 
the digging of  successive graves. We have divided the 
buckles from the cemetery at Rijeka into single-part 
and two-part, with one three-part buckle speci-
men also found. In the first type, the prong wraps 
around the buckle frame, while among others, the 
frame is divided by the bar or centre post to which 
the prong is attached. By form, the buckle frames 
are round, rectangular, rectangular with rounded cor-
ners, D-shaped, and articulated. Although the buck-
le’s function can be determined if  its position in the 
grave is known, in our case, we must rely primarily 
on the form of  the buckles and buckle frames them-
selves.

Simple round bronze buckles are notable by their 
quantity (Tab. 1, Tab. 2, Tab. 3, Tab. 4: 1–6). Thirty 
such specimens were found, twenty-seven of  which 
were discovered within walled graves that functioned 
as ossuaries. Twelve were discovered in grave 21, 
eight in grave 83, six in grave 36 and only one in 
grave 87. Two buckles of  this type were found in 
the fill of  grave 6 but were not associated with the 
skeleton preserved in situ. They consist of  a round 
buckle frame and a prong that is wrapped around the 
frame at its broader end and tapers towards the tip. 
This buckle type is known from other Croatian and 
European medieval sites. We know of  specimens from 
medieval cemeteries in Dalmatia. The earliest dated 

examples of  this type of  buckles are finds in the mid-
dle layer of  the cemetery at Begovača at Donje Bil-
jane near Zadar – these are dated to the 12th century.34 

At the cemetery at Dol in Bribir, buckles of  this type 
were found in graves dated to the period from the 
13th to the 15th century.35 However, grave 33 at the 
cemetery of  St George’s Church in Putalj is dated to 
the 13th century.36 This buckle type was also found 
in grave 497 at Crkvina near Galovac and has been 
approximately dated to the High Middle Ages.37 They 
were also in use during later periods, and we thus 
find them in graves from the mid-14th to the mid-15th 

century around the Sveti Spas church at Vrh Rika.38 

In neighbouring Slovenia, we find a buckle of  this 
type in a child’s grave at St Bartholomew’s Church 
in Šentjernej broadly dated to the period from the 
late Romanesque phase to the 14th and 15th centuries.39 

Two buckles from a grave at St Nicholas’ Church at 
Otok near Dobrava have been dated to the 15th and 

16th century, while a buckle from the municipal tower 
in Ptuj is dated along with other finds to the broad 
period from the 14th to the 17th century.40 Specimens 
from graves at sites in central Europe indicate a broad 
dating range for these buckles from the 11th to the 

15th century.41 They appear in England from the mid-
13th to the mid-15th century.42 From the above, we 
see a broad temporal and spatial distribution of  this 
buckle type. They were at the height of  their popu-
larity in the late medieval period – the 14th and 15th 

centuries – but were also used, at a reduced intensi-
ty, in subsequent periods. Our specimens were col-
lected from ossuaries, which indicates that they were 
from graves destroyed by the digging of  new graves 
and that the remains of  these bones were “cleaned 
out” from the graves and deposited in appropriate 
walled tombs. Based on this fact, and on the stylistic  

34  Jelovina, Vrsalović 1981, 128.
35  Zekan 1996, 50.
36  Burić 2001, T. IV: 3–4.
37  Belošević 1993, 136, T. XXVI: 9, 10.
38  Jakšić 1996, 149.
39  Predovnik, Dacar, Lavrinc 2008, 42, T. 1: 2–4.
40  Predovnik, Dacar, Lavrinc 2008, 79.
41  Predovnik, Dacar, Lavrinc 2008, 79.
42  Whitehead 1996, 16.



382

Andrej Janeš, Ana Azinović Bebek

attributes, we can attribute these buckles to graves 
from the Late Medieval period (14th and 15th centu-
ries), perhaps even to an earlier period.
Round buckles were most often used to fasten gir-
dles around the waist or thighs. On the 15th-centu-
ry graphic scrolls of  the Master of  the Banderoles 
for the Kiss of  Judas, we can clearly see the use of  a 
round buckle frame to fasten both the girdle and the 
belt that held the scabbard on the figure of  St Peter 
(Fig. 17).43 Buckles of  smaller size could also be used 
around the thighs, such as the one found in grave 5 
(Tab. 4: 7) and one specimen from the cemetery layer. 
Finds from London indicate that round buckles of 
smaller dimensions were used to buckle high shoes 

43  Fučić 1992, 123. The Master of  the Banderoles (Mee-
ister mit den Bandrollen) was an engraver who created 
graphic scrolls in the Netherlands using pen and ink that 
served as the basis for the frescoes at Beram. These graph-
ic scrolls were the works of  artists who collected motifs 
during their travels that were later transferred to frescoes 
(Fučić 1992, 118).

that were closed over the ankle. They were found in 
contexts dated to the first half  of  the 15th century.44

Two buckles were found at grave 134 in Šentjernej 
that lay symmetrically on the hips of  the deceased,45 

which is significant for men’s garb of  the 14th centu-
ry. The buckles were, namely, fastened to belts that 
hung from a special part of  their clothing that cov-
ered the hips and pelvis and to which long socks were 
attached. Two buckles were found in grave 6 at the 
cemetery in Rijeka (Tab. 1: 2, 3), but these were dislo-
cated. It cannot be ruled out that they were from this 
type of  clothing. They were found on the bottom of 
a walled tomb and belonged to one of  the first buri-
als, which opens the possibility of  their dating to the 
15th century – the period that saw an increase in the 
intensity of  the construction of  walled tombs.
A single-part D-form buckle (Tab. 4: 8) is the only 
buckle found made of  iron. This type of  buckle was 
found on articles of  clothing from the 13th to the 15th 

century, while during the late medieval and post-me-
dieval periods they were a part of  horse tack.46 A 

D-form buckle with a buckle plate (Tab. 4: 9) is anal-
ogous to a buckle from a grave at Opatovina in Za-
greb that has been dated to the late 14th and early 15th 

centuries.47

Two rectangular buckle frames (Tab. 5: 1, 2) are of 
the type of  buckle used for clothing but may also 
have served as a part of  horse tack. Similar buckle 
frames were found in graves from the 15th and first 
half  of  the 16th century at Opatovina in Zagreb,48 

and at Ružica Grad near Orahovica, where they are 
dated to the 15th and 16th centuries.49 A similar buck-
le frame used during the 15th and 16th centuries was 

found in Celje.50

44  Grew, de Neergaard 1988, 75, Fig. 105, 106, 110.
45  Predovnik, Dacar, Lavrinc 2008, 79.
46  Whitehead 1996, 16.
47  Demo 2007, 84–85.
48  Demo 2007, 83, cat. no. 16.1.
49  Radić, Bojčić 2004, 90, cat. no. 61.
50  Guštin, Bressan, Komplet 2001, 244, cat. no. 504.

Figure/Slika 17 The use of  round buckles for fastening 

belts: a detail from the graphic scrolls of  the Master of  the 
Banderoles for the Kiss of  Judas, 15th century (Fučić 1992, 
123). / Uporaba okroglih zaponk za spenjanje jermenov: 
detajl z grafične predloge za Judežev poljub Mojstra z 
napisnimi trakovi, 15. stoletje (Fučić 1992, 123).
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Clasps

One of  the devices used for fastening clothes were 
double-looped clasps consisting of  two parts, the 
hook and the eye. In continental Croatia, they are 
known as “grandma and grandpa” (babe i dedeki) and 
in Dalmatia as ažulice (ažule, jažule) (Tab. 5: 3). They 
were crafted of  metal wire, about 1.5 to 2 mm in 
thickness, in varying sizes. This simpler type was 
crafted by wrapping the wire around a round staff  and 
working the wire with pliers. The hook and the eye 
had two loops by which they were fastened to cloth-
ing. The emergence of  these clasps is related to the 
use of  corsets and tight tailored clothing in the sec-
ond half  of  the 15th century and become widespread 
in the 16th and 17th centuries.51 Their application was 

very diverse as we find them in graves along the leg, 
lower leg and thighbones, at the waist level, along the 
spine, and even along the neck of  skeletons.52 Inven-
tories from the first half  of  the 14th century from 
the Zadar area mention clasps, jažule, of  silver for 
the fastening of  women’s sleeves at the wrist. From 
the mid-15th century onwards, we find them, among 
other fastening aids, on separate sleeves. This sleeve 
type emerged during the Gothic period and became 
characteristic of  Renaissance garments.53

Decorative eyes (Tab. 5: 4, 5) – another form of  fas-
tener for articles of  apparel – were found at the cem-
etery in Rijeka. The base of  this type of  eye is a metal 
ring that extends into a stylised vegetative ornament. 
They are smaller in size than the baba type eyes. The 
ornament was not only of  decorative function as 
it contained an aperture whereby the eye was sewn 
onto clothing. Burić cites the example of  a trefoil 
two-part clasp from grave 206 at Putalj that is dated 
to the 14th and 15th centuries.54 The clasps at Rijeka 
are similar, but they lack hooks of  the same form as 
those found at Putalj.

51  Predovnik, Dacar, Lavrinc 2008, 72.
52  Demo 2007, 73.
53  Anzulović 2007, 259.
54  Burić 2001, 224, T. X: 13, 14.

Metal Lace Chapes

The 14th century saw a major shift in fashion and 
the unwieldy wide clothing of  the 13th century was 
replaced by new, closer fitting clothing, tailored to 
measure. Laces of  leather or textile were used along 
with the already mentioned clasps to tighten corsets, 
gowns, and sleeves. As the tips of  laces were wont to 
fray over time, they were frequently fitted with cylin-
drical metal ferrules and thus protected from further 
wear, also facilitating their passage through the eyes 
and apertures in clothing. Written sources in Eng-
land mention lace chapes from the 13th century on, 
while in continental Europe, we find them depicted 
on works of  art from the 15th century. In women’s 
fashion, laces were used to fasten corsets at the front, 
and in men’s clothing, to tighten sleeves and hose.55 

Metal lace chapes were found in medieval graves 6 
and 77 (Tab. 5: 6, 7). Most of  the specimens are of 
a cylindrical, slightly conical form. At Zagreb-Opa-
tovina lace chapes were found in graves dated from 
the first half  of  the 15th century to the first third of 
the 16th century.56 A number of  these chapes were 
found in grave III inside the Sveti Spas church at Vrh 
Rika, and they can be dated by other small finds from 
the same context to the 15th century.57

Buttons

Only one example of  a button can be dated to the 
medieval period. The back section of  a round button 
of  semicircular cross-section (Tab. 5: 8) was found in 
the fill of  grave 6 (walled tomb). An almost identical 
fragment of  a button from Ružica Grad has been 
dated to the 16th and 17th centuries.58 

55  Egan, Pritchard 1991, 285.
56  Demo 2007, 71.
57  Petrinec 1996, 107.
58  Radić, Bojčić 2004, 74, cat. no. 18.
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Pins 

The development of  the technology of  drawn wire 
from the 12th century onwards led to major changes 
in the size of  pins, while the head was made separately 
and became smaller in size. The change in size affected 
their use, and they were no longer used to fasten cloth-
ing. Written sources from the 14th century mention 
pins used to fasten veils and ornamental headwear and 
there are numerous depictions from the 15th century.59 

Wire-wound head pins of  larger size (head diameter of 
about 3 mm) were found on three pins (Tab. 5: 9–13). 
Similar pins were extracted from a Venetian shipwreck 
at Gnalić from the late 16th century.60 On two speci-
mens of  this pin type from Ružica Grad, dated to the 
period from the 14th to the 16th century,61 it is evident 

that they were used over an extended period.

Finger Rings

A small number of  items of  jewellery were found 
in the area of  the cemetery alongside the Church of 
the Assumption of  the Blessed Virgin Mary, most of 
which are finger rings – eighteen pieces in all that can 
be ascribed to the Middle Ages. The most numerous, 
and chronologically earliest group, consists of  sim-
ple bronze finger rings or bands. Among these, only 
two are decorated with incised lines along the edges 
while the remainder are simple and without decora-
tion. Simple finger rings of  this type are known to us 
from other medieval cemeteries in Croatia. Because 
of  their simple fabrication, they were popular over 
an extended period. At the Crkvina – Galovac site in 
the Zadar hinterland, we find them in graves of  the 
early Croatian phase of  the 9th to the 11th century.62 

They are a very frequent find at other cemeteries in 
Dalmatia during the high and late medieval periods. 
They were found at Begovača in the second ceme-
tery layer used in the period from the 10th to the 13th 

59  Egan, Pritchard 1991, 297.
60  Mileusnić, Lauko 2004, 61.
61  Radić, Bojčić 2004, 74.
62  Belošević 1992, T. XXX, 5.

century.63 One such finger ring was found in a grave 
from the first phase of  the cemetery at Putalj and 
has been dated to the 12th century.64 Two rings orig-
inate from a cemetery at Brnaze near Sinj and have 
been dated by coins to the period from the 13th to the 

16th century.65 Rings of  this type were also popular 
in the waning of  the medieval period, and we find 
them in graves dated from the 15th century on at the 
Church of  the Holy Salvation (Sveti Spas)66 and the 

Tjeme Late Medieval necropolis in Bribir from the 
14th and 15th centuries.67 In London, finger rings of 
this type were found in layers from the early 15th cen-
tury.68 The specimens from Rijeka (Tab. 6: 1, 2) can 
be approximately placed within this dating range – in 
the broad time span of  the medieval period – given 
that they originate from the cemetery layer, i.e. from 
one of  the devastated graves.
A more massive finger ring (Tab. 6: 5) was found in 
the fill of  the large ossuary. A very similar ring with 
a broadened upper aspect was found at the Crkvina 
– Galovac site in the medieval layer of  the cemetery 
dated to the period from the 12th to the 16th centu-
ry.69 Our specimen can be freely incorporated into 
this dating, more precisely into its later range as it is 
very likely a ring that was deposited in the newly con-
structed ossuary in the 18th century from an earlier 
devastated grave.
One other specimen originates from the large ossuary 
and stands apart from the others in that it has an oval 
cross-section (Tab. 6: 6). A similar specimen was found 
at the Greblje necropolis near Maljkovo that was dated 
by the form of  the grave and coins to the period from 
the 12th to the 15th century.70 It was deposited in the os-
suary in the same fashion as the previously described 
specimen (Tab. 6: 5).
The only two decorated specimens are from the 
cemetery layer (Tab. 6: 3, 4). They are adorned with 

63  Jelovina, Vrsalović 1981, 129.
64  Burić 2001, T. II, 3.
65  Gunjača 1955.
66  Petrinec 1996; Jakšić 1996, 147.
67  Zekan 1996, 53.
68  Egan, Pritchard 1991, 218.
69  Belošević 1992, T. XXXI, 5.
70  Jelovina 1960, 264, T. II, 132.
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incised lines along the edges. This ring type is very 
frequent at medieval cemeteries in the Dalmatia re-
gion, and also covers a broad dating range. In most 
cases, we find them along with the above-mentioned 
unadorned rings. At the Crkvina – Galovac cemetery, 
they are found in graves dated from the 9th to the 11th 

century.71 Finds from the cemetery at Begovača indi-
cated the continuity of  fabrication, where these rings 
were also found in the middle cemetery layer which is 
dated to the period from the 10th to the 13th century,72 

and in the upper, later layer, with their use continuing 
to the 15th century.73 Four specimens were found at 
the Greblje cemetery at Maljkovo, used in the period 
from the 12th to the 15th century.74 Two similar rings 
from Brnaze near Sinj are of  a somewhat later date, 
from the 13th to the 16th century.75 We also find them 
at the cemetery in Putalj in a grave from the 14th to 

the 15th century,76 and at graves from the Church of 
the Holy Salvation (Sveti Spas)77 where they were 
deposited from the mid-15th to the 16th century.78 A 

very similar profiled specimen was found in a grave 
from the last third of  the 14th century at Opatovina 
in Zagreb.79

The only specimen of  a twisted finger ring (Tab. 6: 7) 
was discovered in grave 6. This ring type is a rare find 
in medieval cemeteries. The specimen from grave 
145 at the Grede cemetery in Kašić has been dated 
to the period from the 9th to the 11th century, and it is 
noted that analogies are known from the Bijelo Brdo 
culture group.80 Our specimen is chronologically de-
termined by the construction of  the cemetery in the 
15th century, although it may be a surviving element 
from an earlier period.
Four rings are of  the group of  rings with settings. 
One is gold and the remainder are made of  bronze. 
A glass setting of  dark red colour, imitating a much 

71  Belošević 1992, T. XXX, 5, 6.
72  Jelovina, Vrsalović 1981, 120, 129.
73  Jelovina, Vrsalović 1981, 131.
74  Jelovina 1960, T. I, 10, 62, T. II, 89, 136.
75  Gunjača 1955.
76  Burić 2001, T. XI, 8.
77  Petrinec 1996.
78  Jakšić 1996, 147.
79  Demo 2007, 70.
80  Vrsalović 1968, 90, T. VIII, 145.

more valuable ruby, is set in a square setting. One 
bronze specimen (Tab. 6: 8) was found in walled 
grave 6. Unlike the other three specimens, this one is 
of  a simple form with the ring hoop widened at the 
upper section and a rectangular setting aperture. On 
other specimens, the broadening around the setting 
is decorated with semicircular recesses (Tab. 6: 9–11). 
This ring type has been observed at other Croatian 
cemeteries, most often in the Late Medieval horizon. 
At Begovača, they were found in graves attributed 
to the upper cemetery layer which has been approx-
imately dated to the broad period from the 13th to 

the 17th century,81 while Jakšić attributes them more 
precisely to the Gothic layer of  the 14th and 15th 

centuries.82 A similar specimen was found in grave 
778 at the Church of  the Holy Salvation (Sveti Spas) 
from the post-medieval horizon dated from the mid-
15th to the 16th century.83 A finger ring with a glass 
setting from male grave 69 at Opatovina in Zagreb 
was dated to the last third of  the 15th century.84 Con-
temporary depictions in works of  art can assist us 
in the dating of  this ring type. On Raphael’s 1506 
portrait of  Maddalena Doni (Fig. 18), we see a ring 
with a square dark red glass setting and a decorated 
widening around it, identical to the specimens from  

81  Jelovina, Vrsalović 1981, T. III, 60, T. XXXI, 437.
82  Jakšić 1989, T. V, T. VI, 432.
83  Petrinec 1996; Jakšić 1996, 147.
84  Demo 2007, 70.

Figure/Slika 18 Detail of  a finger ring with glass 
setting from Raphael’s 1506 portrait of  Maddalena Doni 
(Thoenes 2007, 79). / Detajl prstana s steklenim vložkom 
z Rafaelovega portreta Maddalene Doni iz leta 1506 
(Thoenes 2007, 79).
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Rijeka.85 This portrait from the early 16th century and 
the archaeological finds from other graves bear wit-
ness to a 15th-century tradition.
Three finger rings with raised bezel were found. Two 
have a simple square box bezel—one from the ceme-
tery layer (Tab. 6: 13), while the other originates from 
grave 21 (Tab. 6: 12). A ring from walled grave 5 has a 
hexagonal box bezel (Tab. 6: 14). This type was found 
at Begovača in a grave placed in the middle cemetery 
layer dated to the period from the 10th to the 13th 

century,86 also noting the tradition of  this ring type 
from classical antiquity, continuing into the Late Me-
dieval and later periods.87 On the other hand, Jakšić 
dates this ring with the aid of  a three-beaded earring 
from the same grave to the Gothic layer, dated to 
the 14th and 15th centuries.88 A similar ring from the 
Archaeological Museum in Split is dated to the 15th 

and 16th centuries.89

An analogy for the massive finger ring (Tab. 6: 15) 
can be found at the Dol cemetery in Bribir, dated to 
the period from the 13th to the 15th century.90

Prominent among rings with typically Renaissance 
characteristics are two rings with a clasped hand 
motif, i.e. the dextrarum iunctio (Tab. 6: 17, 18). Both 
specimens have very plastically shaped hands. On the 
gold finger ring, the continuation of  the hand into 
the hoop is decorated with architectural motifs, while 
on the bronze specimen, this section is adorned with 
human heads. These decorative traits are significant 
to the method of  decorating finger rings of  the 15th 

and 16th centuries.91 A ring with the same plastically 
prominent motif  of  clasped hands originates from 
the 16th-century grave 141 at the Putalj cemetery.92 

Among the finds of  the late 16th century Venetian 
shipwreck at Gnalić island, a gold ring was found 
with a dextrarum iunctio motif.93 Finger rings with this 

85  Thoenes 2007, 79.
86  Jelovina, Vrsalović 1981, T. XI, 228.
87  Jelovina, Vrsalović 1981, 122.
88  Jakšić 1989, T. VI.
89  Piteša 2009, cat. no. 264, 179.
90  Zekan 1996, 50.
91  Predovnik, Dacar, Lavrinc 2008, 83.
92  Burić 2001, T. IX, 3.
93  Mileusnić, Lauko 2004, 71.

motif  were found at the Church of  the Holy Salva-
tion (Sveti Spas) in burials from the mid-15th century 
onwards.94 These finger rings appear from the late 
Roman period, but there is little evidence of  any kind 
of  continuity of  fabrication in the medieval period. 
The hypothesis is that finger rings with the dextrarum 
iunctio motif  re-emerged in the 12th century when, in 
the Romanesque period, there is a revival of  the spir-
it and culture of  classical antiquity.95

A large bronze finger ring was found in walled grave 
5 (Tab. 6: 16). Its upper section is decorated with a 
vegetative acanthus motif  over which stands an in-
completely preserved square bezel. The lower section 
is adorned with the dextrarum junctio motif. On this 
specimen, the clasped hands are executed in relief. 
What is interesting about this specimen is that the 
clasped hands motif  appears on the lower side of  the 
hoop as a secondary motif  and not in the custom-
ary position on the upper section of  the finger ring. 
The clasped hands in relief  are, by all accounts, of 
earlier provenance than the above-mentioned plas-
tically executed example. A finger ring with a relief 
clasped hand decoration from the cemetery at Putalj 
has been dated to the 14th and 15th centuries,96 while 

rings from graves 503 and 563 at the Church of  the 
Holy Salvation (Sveti Spas) have been dated to the 
mid-15th century.97

The most interesting specimen is a three-beaded ear-
ring (Tab. 6: 19) from the cemetery layer. Three-bead-
ed earrings are a frequent grave good in medieval 
cemeteries, above all in the Dalmatia region. As a 
result, many authors consider them to be the prod-
uct of  local goldsmiths.98 They are crafted in the 
plique-à-jour or casting techniques and adorned with 
filigree and granulation. If  fabricated by casting, 
they imitate filigree and granulation. The appearance 
of  this earring type at Late Medieval cemeteries has 
led some researchers to conclude that this is typical 
Gothic jewellery of  the 14th and 15th centuries and that 

94  Jakšić 1996, 150.
95  Šarić 1992, 160.
96  Burić 2001, T. XI, 9.
97  Petrinec 1996.
98  Jelovina 1976, 101; Jelovina, Vrsalović 1981, 116.
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they cannot be dated to the pre-13th century period.99 

Three-beaded earrings were found at cemeteries with 
extended medieval burial continuity (Bribir-Tjeme and 
Dol, Otres-Lukačuša, Kašić-Mastirine, Biljane Don-
je-Begovača, Cetina-Sveti Spas, Brnaze, Muć Gorn-
ji...), while they are absent from necropolises of  the 
early medieval period suggesting the conclusion that 
this type of  earring is a product of  the high medie-
val period. From the cited examples, it is evident that 
three-beaded earrings were a favoured type of  jewel-
lery and that they were also manufactured and worn 
in later centuries and even kept as family heirlooms in 
the 16th century.100

Concluding Remarks

In the past, the area along the Church of  the As-
sumption of  the Blessed Virgin Mary in Rijeka’s old 
town core was referred to as the cemetery.101 Archae-
ological research conducted there has confirmed the 
existence, and in part the extent, of  the municipal 
cemetery. The cemetery was situated alongside the 
church itself, and in historical depictions of  Rijeka, 
it is shown to have been encircled by a wall, as was 
customary at the time.
As the burial of  the remains of  the deceased among 
Christians is closely related to the church, it is dif-
ficult to establish the lower time limit of  burials at 
this site in Rijeka. The construction of  the collegiate 
church remains shrouded in mystery. Written sources 
do not extend farther back than the 14th century, but 
it is evident from them that a collegiate church and 
seat of  the old chapter already existed.102 Also possi-
bly indicative of  an older date for the construction of 
the church is the belfry, constructed separately from 
the church itself. The historian P. Kandler notes, 
although he does not provide the source, that the 
church was renovated in the year 1200.103 The year 

99  Gunjača 1955, 132; Jakšić 1989, 432; Jakšić 1996.
100  Zekan 1996, 52.
101  Kobler 1996, 279.
102  Kobler 1996, 230.
103  Torcoletti 1932, 3.

1377 is carved into the belfry, but this date is deemed 
to refer to the renovation of  a much older belfry.104

It is difficult to prove that the area around the 
church was used as a cemetery from the moment 
of  its construction. The oldest finds from the 
graves display characteristics of  the Late Middle 
Ages and only a very few finds can, but without 
complete confidence, be dated before the 14th 

century. The method of  burial with the hands of  the 
deceased placed alongside the body, so significant 
for the period of  the Early and a part of  the High 
Medieval up to the 13th century, is hardly represented. 
The grave goods at the cemetery in Rijeka are 
characterised by Gothic, Renaissance and baroque 
forms. The continual use of  this cramped space for 
the interment of  the remains of  the deceased has 
led to the destruction of  a great many of  the graves 
and thus obliterated the fragile traces of  the earliest 
burials. Despite the claims of  a much greater age of 
the collegiate church, the area around it was used as 
a cemetery only from the 13th century. In the 15th 

century, the constricted nature of  the area around the 
church proved a problem that was resolved by the 
construction of  walled ossuaries in which the bones 
from excavated graves were deposited. The need 
for ossuaries indicates the greater mortality of  the 
population of  Rijeka in the late medieval period, the 
causes lying in the gradual growth of  the population 
of  this Liburnian city. This trend continued into later 
periods, and in the first half  of  the 18th century, a 
new, larger ossuary was built (Fig. 19). Burials ceased 
in 1773 when a decree of  the imperial government 
of  Joseph II forbade the interment of  the deceased 
within the urban core of  the city. The cemetery was 
then moved to the present-day Calvary (Kalvarija) 
area where burials were performed for a short time. 
With the growth of  the population, this cemetery too 
became insufficient, and in 1793, the city purchased 
the vineyards of  the former Augustine friary at 
Kozala for a new cemetery.105

104  Matejčić 1990, 65.
105  Kobler 1996, 280.
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13th to 18th-century graves

17th to 18th-century graves

18th-century graves

Figure/Slika 19 Plan of  the expansion of  the cemetery (drawing by A. Janeš). / Načrt širitve grobišča (risba A. Janeš).
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Table 1

1 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider edge 
is twisted around it. The narrower end of  the prong 
is slightly curved. Bronze. Diameter 4 cm. 

2 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider edge 
is twisted around it. Bronze. Diameter 3.8 cm. Grave 
6.

3 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider 
edge is twisted around it. At this section, the prong 
is decorated with two incised lines. Bronze. Diameter 
4.7 cm. Grave 6.

4 Round ring buckle with prong. The slightly curved 
prong is fastened to the buckle frame such that the 
wider edge is twisted around it. At this section, the 
prong is decorated with an incised line. Bronze. 
Diameter 5 cm. Grave 21 (ossuary).

5 Round buckle frame. Bronze. Diameter 4.9 cm. 
Grave 21 (ossuary).

6 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider 
edge is twisted around it. At this section, the prong 
is decorated with an incised line. Bronze. Diameter 
4.7 cm. Grave 21 (ossuary).

7 Round buckle frame and prong. At its wider end, 
the prong is decorated with a shallow incised line, the 
narrow section is slightly curved to fit closely with 
the buckle frame. Bronze. Diameter 4.7 cm, prong 
length 4.4 cm. Grave 21 (ossuary).

8 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider 
edge is twisted around it. At that section, the prong 
is decorated with an incised line. Bronze. Diameter 
5.2 cm. Grave 21 (ossuary).

Table 2

1 Round buckle frame and prong. At the wider end 
where it is curved into a hook, the prong is decorated 
with an incised line. Bronze. Diameter 5.1 cm, prong 
length 5.2 cm. Grave 21 (ossuary).

2 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider edge 
is twisted around it. Bronze. Diameter 5.1 cm. Grave 
21 (ossuary).

3 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider 
edge is twisted around it. At that section, the prong 
is decorated with two incised lines. Bronze. Diameter 
5 cm. Grave 21 (ossuary).

4 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider 
edge is twisted around it. At that section, the prong 
is decorated with an incised line. Bronze. Diameter 
4.2 cm. Grave 21 (ossuary).

5 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider edge 
is twisted around it. There is a quadrate prominence 
at this point, with a similar, smaller one at the tip 
of  the prong. Bronze. Diameter 3.9 cm. Grave 21 
(ossuary).

6 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider edge 
is twisted around it. There is a quadrate prominence 
at this point with three incised lines, the tip of  the 
prong is decorated with a single incised line. Bronze. 
Diameter 4.2 cm. Grave 21 (ossuary).
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7 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider edge 
is twisted around it. It is decorated with an incised 
line at this point. Bronze. Diameter 4 cm. Grave 21 
(ossuary).

8 Round buckle frame. Bronze. Diameter 4.3 cm. 
Grave 36 (ossuary).

Table 3

1 Round buckle frame and prong. The prong is deco-
rated at its broader end with an incised X. Bronze. Dia-
meter 4.2 cm, prong length 4.3 cm. Grave 36 (ossuary).

2 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider edge 
is twisted around it. Bronze. Diameter 3.7 cm. Grave 
36 (ossuary).

3 Round ring buckle with prong. The slightly curved 
prong is fastened to the buckle frame such that the 
wider edge is twisted around it. At this section, the 
prong is decorated with an incised line. Bronze. 
Diameter 4.2 cm. Grave 36 (ossuary).

4 Round ring-like buckle with broken prong. The 
prong is fastened to the buckle frame such that the 
wider edge is twisted around it. At this section, the 
prong is decorated with an incised line. The tip of 
the prong is thickened. Bronze. Diameter 4.5 cm. 
Grave 36 (ossuary).

5 Round buckle frame. Bronze. Diameter 4 cm. 
Grave 36 (ossuary).

6 Round buckle frame. Bronze. Diameter 5 cm. 
Grave 83 (ossuary).

7 Round buckle frame. Bronze. Diameter 3.6 cm. 
Grave 83 (ossuary).

8 Round buckle frame. Bronze. Diameter 5.3 cm. 
Grave 83 (ossuary).

Table 4

1 Round ring-like buckle with broken prong. The 
prong is fastened to the buckle frame such that the 
wider edge is twisted around it. Bronze. Diameter 
4.9 cm. Grave 83 (ossuary).

2 Round ring-like buckle with broken prong. The 
prong is fastened to the buckle frame such that the 
wider edge is twisted around it. At this section, the 
prong is decorated with an incised line. The tip of 
the prong is thickened. Bronze. Diameter 4.2 cm. 
Grave 83 (ossuary).

3 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider edge 
is twisted around it. There is a quadrate prominence at 
this point with three incised lines. Bronze. Diameter 
4.3 cm. Grave 83 (ossuary).

4 Round ring buckle with prong. The slightly curved 
prong is fastened to the buckle frame such that the 
wider edge is twisted around it. Bronze. Diameter 
4.6 cm. Grave 83 (ossuary).

5 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider edge 
is twisted around it. There is a quadrate prominence 
at this point with two incised lines. Bronze. Diameter 
4.4 cm. Grave 83 (ossuary).

6 Round ring buckle with prong. The prong is 
fastened to the buckle frame such that the wider edge 
is twisted around it. There is a quadrate prominence 
at this point with two incised lines. Bronze. Diameter 
4.3 cm. Grave 87 (ossuary).

7 Round buckle frame. Bronze. Diameter 2.5 cm. 
Grave 5 (ossuary).

8 D-form buckle with prong. The prong is fastened 
to the frame such that the wider edge is twisted 
around it. Iron. Dimensions 3.6 × 3.3 cm. Cemetery 
layer.
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9 D-form buckle with buckle plate. Four rivets on 
the buckle plate. Bronze. Dimensions 3.6 × 1.9 cm.

Table 5

1 Rectangular buckle frame. The side on which the 
prong is fastened is narrower that the rest. Bronze. 
Length 1.8 cm, width 2.8 cm. Cemetery layer.

2 Rectangular buckle frame. The side on which the 
prong is fastened is narrower that the rest. Bronze. 
Length 2.8 cm, width 3.7 cm. Cemetery layer.

3 Pair of  bronze double-looped clasps, eye: l = 
19 mm, w = 11 mm, hook: l = 42 mm, loop joint 
twisted. 

4 47 bronze eyes, round ring with stylised extension, 
three apertures in the trapezoidal extension (23 
restored eyes), l = 11 mm; double-looped bronze eye, 
l = 12 mm, w = 7 mm. Grave 73.

5 Three ring-type eyes with trapezoidal terminals 
with three apertures, l = 10 mm, one ring-type eye 
with triangular terminal with five apertures, l = 
13 mm. Grave 6.

6 Chape fragment, copper alloy plate rolled into a 
ferrule, l = 16 mm, ø = 2 mm. Found along with 
a ring-type eye with trapezoidal and vegetative 
extension. Grave 6.

7 Chape, copper alloy plate rolled into a ferrule, l = 
24 mm, ø = 3 mm. Grave 77.

8 Lower section of  a round bronze button 
of  semicircular cross-section, connective edges 
prominent, at the centre two apertures joined by a 
slot, ø = 25 mm. Grave 6.

9 Bronze pin with turban-form head, body twisted, l 
= 52 mm, head ø = 2 mm. Grave 37.

10 Fragment of  a bronze pin with turban-form 
head, tip missing, l = 20 mm, ø = 3.5 mm. Grave 6.

11 Bronze pin with turban-form head, l = 49 mm, 
ø = head 3 mm. 

12 Bronze pin with turban-form head, tip bent at a 
90° angle, l = 20 mm, head ø = 2 mm, tip of  the pin, 
l = 13 mm.

13 Bronze pin without head, l = 27 mm. Grave 60.

Table 6

1 Bronze finger ring, without decoration, diameter 
19 mm, hoop width 2 mm.

2 Bronze finger ring, without decoration, semicircular 
cross-section, inner aspect smooth, diameter 21 mm, 
hoop width 5 mm.

3 Restored bronze finger ring, decorated with 
profiling along the edges, inner aspect smooth, 
diameter 22 mm, hoop width 4 mm.

4 Bronze finger ring, decorated with profiling along 
the edges, inner aspect smooth, diameter 18 mm, 
hoop width 3 mm.

5 Bronze finger ring, slightly deformed, without 
decoration, upper part of  the hoop is wider, diameter 
25  mm, hoop width: upper section 8.5 mm, lower 
section 5 mm.

6 Bronze finger ring, without decoration, oval cross-
section, diameter 23 mm, hoop width 3 mm.

7 Twisted bronze finger ring, diameter 22 mm, hoop 
width 2 mm. Grave 6.

8 Bronze finger ring with setting, the setting and 
a part of  the hoop are missing, diameter 19.5 mm, 
hoop width 1 mm, setting width 4 mm. Grave 6.
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9 Gold finger ring with setting, dark red glass 
setting, setting decorated with semicircular recesses, 
diameter 20 mm, hoop width 1 mm, setting width 
6 mm. Cemetery layer.

10 Bronze finger ring with setting, dark red glass 
setting, setting decorated with semicircular recesses, 
diameter 21 mm, hoop width 1 mm, setting width 
7.5 mm.

11 Bronze finger ring with setting, dark red glass 
setting, setting decorated with semicircular recesses, 
diameter 23 mm, hoop width 1.5 mm, setting width 
6.5 mm.

12 Bronze finger ring with quadrate box bezel 
attached. A setting of  yellow glass in the bezel. 
Diameter 19 mm, hoop width 3 mm, bezel height 
4 mm, bezel width 8 mm. Grave 21 (ossuary).

13 Bronze finger ring with quadrate bezel. Diameter 
22 mm, hoop width 1.5 mm, bezel height 3 mm, 
bezel width 6 mm. Cemetery layer.

14 Bronze finger ring with hexagonal bezel. Diameter 
24 mm, hoop width 2 mm, bezel height 5 mm, bezel 
width 10.5 × 8 mm. Grave 5 (ossuary).

15 Bronze finger ring with oval bezel. A small 
aperture at the base of  the bezel in which the 
setting is placed. Decorated on the outer aspect with 
parallel lines. The space between them is articulated 
with perpendicular incised lines. Hoop decorated 

in similar fashion. Diameter 21 mm, hoop width 
3.5 mm, bezel height 5 mm, bezel width 7.5 × 6 mm. 
Cemetery layer.

16 Bronze finger ring with quadrate bezel. To 
both sides of  the bezel the hoop is decorated with 
a pattern in the form of  palmettes. The hoop is 
decorated to the lower side with the dextrarum iunctio 
motif, the remainder of  the hoop is decorated with a 
lattice motif. Inner aspect smooth. Diameter 23 mm, 
hoop width 4.5–6 mm, bezel height 6.5 mm, bezel 
width 14 mm. Grave 5 (ossuary).

17 Bronze finger ring with plastically formed 
dextrarum iunctio motif. Precisely fashioned human 
heads at the points at which the hoop meets the 
hands. Diameter 22 mm, hoop width 2 mm.

18 Gold finger ring with plastically formed dextrarum 
iunctio motif. Stylised architectural capital motifs at 
the point where the hoop meets the hands. Inner 
aspect of  the hoop smooth. Diameter 22 mm, hoop 
width 2 mm.

19 Fragments of  a three-beaded earring. One bead 
missing, with its trace visible under the eye. The beads 
consist of  two calottes decorated with granulation. 
Bead ø = 9 mm. Cemetery layer.
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Table/Tabla 1 M 1 : 1. Photos by / Fotografije R. Mosković.
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Table/Tabla 2 M 1 : 1. Photos by / Fotografije R. Mosković.
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Table/Tabla 3 M 1 : 1. Photos by / Fotografije R. Mosković.
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Table/Tabla 4 M 1 : 1. Photos by / Fotografije R. Mosković.
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Table/Tabla 5 M 1 : 1. Photos by / Fotografije R. Mosković.
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Table/Tabla 6 M 1 : 1. Photos by / Fotografije R. Mosković.
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