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Reforming Foreign Languages in
Academia in Montenegro – ReFLAME

This work presents some aspects of the
cooperation between the Center for Foreign
Languages from the Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences University of Zagreb and three
Montenegrin Universities as a part of the
Erasmus project: Capacity Building in the field of
Higher Education that is aimed at enhancing
foreign languages teaching at Montenegrin
universities.

OBJECTIVES
•

To reform some of the foreign language
syllabi at three universities in Montenegro, as
well as to train Montenegrin foreign language
teachers in new methodologies of teaching.

•

Montenegrin universities would also be
working with the Center for Foreign
Languages together with some other
European partners on developing foreign
language placement tests according to The
Common European Framework of Reference
for Languages (CEFR) as an international
standard for describing language ability to
issue these to students going to mobility and
also the general public (for employment
purposes etc.).

•

The Center for Foreign Languages would
depict the cooperation on organizing,
managing and coordinating teaching of
different foreign languages for specific
purposes, other than those already included
in the curricula, because English is
compulsory at all study programmes of the
University of Montenegro but students could
benefit strongly and would enhance their
career prospects by studying German, Italian,
French, Spanish, Russian, etc.

RESULTS
Modernizing foreign language teaching, both
general language courses, and those for
academic or specific purposes in three
Montenegrin Universities will result in graduate
students who are better equipped and prepared
for the requirements in their future jobs,
enhancing their employability and improving
competitiveness in the labour market.

DISUSSION

The intention is to show possibilities of implementing other activities in the project, such as
Foreign language teaching with visually or hearing impaired persons, organizing classes in
Montenegrin language for foreign exchange students and possibly organizing foreign language
courses for the general public. Since the University of Zagreb already has a model Language
Center, we are going to take part in the project as an adviser in order to help Montenegrin
Universities establish their center and develop materials for teaching languages for academic
and specific purposes. It is our hope to be able to share the ideas from the project with the
public through this poster.

CONCLUSION
Even though Montenegro is not yet a member of European Union, the awareness of the
importance of learning European languages is constantly being raised as in any other European
Union member state. The Center for Foreign Languages has gone through the modernization
and reorganization in foreign languages teaching and learning approaches at the Faculty of
Humanities and Social Sciences University of Zagreb in recent years and is willing to share that
knowledge and experience with our Montenegrin colleagues. The Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences also provides Croatian language courses for foreigners which corresponds to
another aim of Montenegrin Universities - to organize Montenegrin language courses for
foreign students and to internationalise. Through the cooperation of Croatian and Montenegrin
Universities we evoke our shared geographical and historical backgrounds as two neighbouring
Mediterranean countries with similar languages and shared histories.

CONTACTS
msnjaric@ffzg.hr
pbarbari@ffzg.hr
amatijevic@ffzg.hr

This project has been funded with the support from the European Commission. This publication reflects the views only
of the author, and the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of the information
contained therein.

