
A voluntary reporting system of adverse drug reactions (ADRs) is fundamental for drug safety monitoring. Spontaneous reporting 

plays a significant role in the detection of unsuspect, serious and unusual ADRs previously undetected during various phases of 

clinical trials. However, underreporting has been observed among all healthcare professionals, including dentists. This study was 

performed to assess the attitude and knowledge of dentists from Croatia, regarding voluntary reporting of ADRs.
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An anonymous electronic national 

survey was sent to the member 

practitioners of the Croatian Dental 

Chamber. Two hundred dentists 

voluntarily participated in this study.

Collection of answers was conducted 

for a period of 2 months from June to 

August 2021.

• 53.5% of respondents came across an ADR during their clinical practice

• 96.5% did not report any ADR to the competent authority

• 82.5% never participated in education about ADR reporting

Methods and Materials Results

Table 1. Demographic details of the study subjects 

Demographic details Frequency (%) 

Gender  

Male 23 

Female 77 

Age  

21-30 35 

31-40 27.5 

41-50 20.5 

51-60 13.5 

61-70 3.5 

Years of practice  

<5 37.5 

5-10 15 

10-20 26 

20-30 14 

>30 7.5 

 

Main reasons of underreporting of ADRs:



Based on the given answers, very low level of awareness about this topic was found among Croatian dentists.

The deficiency in knowledge and attitudes appear to be the underlying causative factors for underreporting by dental practiotioners.

The main factors that discouraged ADR reporting were the assessment that the reporting is needless since it is a well-known adverse 

reaction for the drug (70.5%), lack of knowledge on how to report an ADR (11.6%), and uncertainty whether or not the drug was

responsible for the particular adverse reaction (8.9%).

Over half of the respondents (52%) expressed the need for additional education and training on ADR reporting. 

There is a need for continuous education to improve dentists' knowledge on the importance of drug safety surveillance.

Conclusion


