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(1) CMR Convention 1956, United Nations Treaty Series, vol. 399, p. 189. See text at: https://
treaties.un.org/doc/Treaties/1961/07/19610702%2001-56%20AM/Ch_XI_B_11.pdf (4.11.2020).

(2) List of states parties to the CMR 1956 at: https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src= 
TREATY&mtdsg_no=XI-B-11&chapter=11&clang=_en (26.10.2020).

(3) United Nations Treaty Series, vol. 1208, p. 427. See text at: https://treaties.un.org/doc/
Treaties/1978/07/19780705%2007-38%20PM/CTC_XI-B-11-a.pdf (4.11.2020).

(4) Det. on calculation of SDR and current value see: https://www.imf.org/en/About/Factsheets/
Sheets/2016/08/01/14/51/Special-Drawing-Right-SDR (21.10.2020).

(5) Gérminal gold franc (GF) is an ancient French franc introduced in 1803, consisting of 10/31 grams 

in general. From there, it was accepted in subsequent land transport conventions, including the CMR 
Convention 1956. For det. on GF see: Ante : Units of Account in International and Domestic 
Transport Law, Naše More, 60 (1-2), p. 13.

(6) Art. 2 CMR-SDR Protocol 1978 in conjunction with Art. 23 par. 3 CMR 1956. For more on 
the background of the CMR-SDR Protocol 1978 see: Andrew MESSENT, David A. GLASS: Hill & 
Messent CMR: Contracts for the International Carriage of Goods by Road (3rd edn), LLP, 2000, 
p. 193.; Nikoleta RADIONOV: Limitation of liability right in road freight carriage in Croatia: an extinct 
institute, Uniform Law Review, Vol. 21, 2016, p. 460.

(7) United Nations Treaty Series, vol. 2762, p. 23. See text at: https://treaties.un.org/doc/
Treaties/2008/03/20080303%2006-53%20PM/CTC-xi-B-11b.pdf (28.10.2020.) 

(8) Art. 49 CMR Convention 1956 and Art. 3 CMR-SDR Protocol 1978.
(9) Contrary see: Supreme Arbitration Court of the Russian Federation in its 2007 judgement 

no 15736/07 (14 December 2007). See: RADIONOV, Limitation of liability…, (n. 6), p. 462-3.



(10) For list of states parties to the CMR Convention see: https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.
aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XI-B-11&chapter=11&clang=_en (22.9.2020).

(11) For list of states parties to the CMR-SDR Protocol 1978 see: https://treaties.un.org/pages/
ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XI-B-11-a&chapter=11&clang=_en (22.9.2020.).

(12) For list of states parties to the E-CMR Protocol 2008 see: https://treaties.un.org/pages/
ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XI-B-11-b&chapter=11&clang=_en (22.9.2020.).

(13) For det. see: Radionov, Limitation of liability..(n. 6), p. 457-8.; Nikoleta RADIONOV: New road 
carrier’s liability regime in Croatia and lessons from the old normative anomalies for the neighbouring 
countries in: Rhidian Thomas- Simone Lamont-Black (eds): Current issues in freight forwarding: law 
and logistics, Lawtext Publishing Ltd., 2017, p. 298-317.

(14) CMR-SDR Protocol 1978 came into force on 28 December 1980, in accordance with Article 4(1).



18)

(15) North Macedonia became party to the original CMR 1956 the same year, by succession from 
former Yugoslavia.

(16) All those states became parties to the CMR Convention 1956 by succession from former 

Convention 1956 (n. 10).
(17) For a detailed analysis see: RADIONOV, New road carrier’s liability…(n. 13), p. 298 et seq.
(18) RADIONOV, N.: Limitation of liability…(n. 6), p. 461.
(19) Slovenia became party to the CMR-SDR Protocol 1978 by accession on November 21, 2013 

and it entered into force on February 19, 2014, according to Art. 4, par 2 of the Protocol. See: https://
treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XI-B-11-a&chapter=11&clang=_
en (26.9.2020)



(20) Croatia acceded to the CMR-SDR Protocol 1978 on January 31, 2017 and it became bound by 
it on May 1, 2017.

(21) Serbia acceded on June 19, 2020 and became bound by it on September 17, 2020.
(22) Bosnia and Herzegovina acceeded to the Protocol on August 7, 2020 and it became bound by it 

on November 5, 2020.
(23) Marked white on Table 1 above and 2 below.
(24) General Assembly of the UN in its Resolution 63/3 of October 8, 2010 asked the International 

Court of Justice (ICJ) to render an Advisory Opinion on whether the unilateral declaration of 
independence of Kosovo was in accordance with international law. In its Advisory Opinion 
of July 22, 2010 the ICJ decided that the declaration did not violate international law. For det. see: 
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/case/141 (23.9.2020).

(25) Accurate information on the states that have recognized Kosovo is hard to obtain, as some 
African and South-American countries started to revoke the previously given recognitions during the 
last couple of years, while some of the recognitions remain unclear, and there is apparently a lot of 
miscommunication on the recognition issue between the authorities of Kosovo and many of those states. 
The tally of the states recognizing Kosovo is therefore approximate and informative at the moment. 
See: https://www.polgeonow.com/2020/09/which-countries-recognize-kosovo-independence.html 
(6.11.2020) and http://www.mfa-ks.net/en/politika/483/njohjet-ndrkombtare-t-republiks-s-kosovs/483 
(6.11.2020). 

(26) https://www.un.org/en/member-states/ (27.9.2020.).
(27) For a list of UNECE member states see: https://www.unece.org/oes/nutshell/member_states_

representatives.html (27.9.2020.).
(28) Art. 42 par. 1 CMR.



(29) Kosovo has its own civil authorities, and those from Serbia are not able to exercise their power. 
One of the most explicit examples is the passport regime: the passports issued in Kosovo are not 
valid in Serbia, while those issued in Serbia for the residents of the Kosovo territory cannot be used 
in (many) third countries, nor can visas be issued based on those passports. The Kosovo passport 
is valid in countries that have recognized it, but the majority of them have a visa regime or other 
restrictions apply, with only 15 visa-free countries and as many as 138 requiring visas for entry. See: 
http://www.mfa-ks.net/en/sherbimet_konsullore/500/vizat-pr-shtetasit-e-kosovs/500 (2.11.2020).

(30) Insurance coverage for carrier’s liability depends on the general terms and conditions for this 
type of insurance and vary greatly between different (major) insurers on the market. For example, 
Allianz Zagreb in their general terms and conditions for the insurance of carrier’s liability for loss or 
damage to the goods in international transport exclude insurance coverage in case of theft or robbery 
(as the major risk for the cargo) for certain geographic regions, including Kosovo, and require a special 
insurance policy for operations there, leading to an increased risk and cost for the haulage industry. 
See: Uvjeti za osiguranje prijevoznikove odgovornosti za štete na pošiljkama u cestovnom prijevozu, 
Allianz Zagreb d.d., Art. 5 par. 1 No. 13. Contrary to that, Croatia osiguranje d.d. offers territorial 
coverage for the whole world in the same type of insurance, unless agreed differently in the policy. 
See: Uvjeti za osiguranje odgovornosti prijevoznika za robu primljenu na prijevozu u cestovnom 
prometu, Croatia osiguranje d.d., Art. 15. par. 2. The third type of territorial exclusion can be found 
in the general terms of a competing insurer from Slovenia, where the insurance cover is (completely, 
for all risks) excluded only for the territory of the former USSR, thus providing coverage for the rest 
of Europe, including Kosovo. See: Splošni pogoji za zavarovanje prevozniške odgovornosti za prevoz 
tovora v cestnem prometu, Zavarovalnica Triglav d.d., Ljubljana, Art. 2 par. 1 No. 13.

(31) There is some information obtained informally by the author on Bulgaria introducing the 
calculation of the limitation of liability in SDR through its national legislation, enabling its application 
to both national and international transport. However, this fact needs further thorough research and 
cannot be presented in this article as irrevocable proof that Bulgaria is, in fact, within the area of 
application of the limitation in SDR, marked green on the maps.

(32) Ukraine is also among the states for which liability insurance coverage is not issued under most 
of the standard terms of insurance offered by insurers in the SEE region. See above (n. 30).



Table 

(33) Milos POLIAK, Jana TOMICOVA, Kelvin CHEU, Gabriel FEDORKO & Adela POLIAKOVA: The Impact 
of the CMR Protocol on Carrier Competitiveness, Journal of Competitiveness, 11(4), 2019, p. 136; 



(34) Poincaré gold franc (PF) is a French franc introduced by the law in 1928, and consisting of 

see: , ibid., p. 14.
(35) The conversion to SDR was done according to the following ratio: GF: SDR = 3: 1, according to 

the value of GF at the time of enactment of the particular international instrument introducing the SDR 

(36) RADIONOV, Limitation of liability… (n. 6), p. 461-2; RADIONOV, New Road Carrier’s Liability… 
(n. 13), p. 309-311; Poliak et al, The Impact of the CMR… (n. 33), p. 138.

(37) Calculation based on the value of 1 gr gold = 51,75 EUR on October, 26 2020 at www.goldprice.
org. However, the real value of GF as 23 K gold is somewhat lower, and the value used for calculation 



(38) For a detailed analysis of the terms and conditions of the carrier’s liability insurance with 
respect to the insurance coverage linked to the SDR limitation see RADIONOV, New Road Carrier’s 
Liability… (n. 13), p. 17-20.

(39) Commercial Court in Zagreb LIV P-4913/03 from 2003.



(40) Commercial Court in Zagreb P 13/13 from 2013.
(41

(42

(43) Croatian currency kuna (HRK).



(44

this judgement was rendered upon appeal against the judgement of the Commercial Court in Zagreb 

was rendered in the retrial which followed after the judgment of the Supreme Court II Rev-7/01-2 

that the case – which started in 1994 – was to be heard (for the third time) by a new judge before a 

solid judgement.



(45

from 2009.
(46

(47) Privredni sud u Subotici, Posl.br. 2. P.91/2019 from 2020.








