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PREFACE

Trilj Regional Museum was founded in 1996 by the Town of Trilj 
with the goal of preserving local archaeological, ethnographic, 
cultural and historical material and immaterial heritage as well as 
presenting it locally and globally. In 2006, the Museum opened 
its doors to visitors, offering them numerous events: workshops, 
lectures and presentations, periodical exhibitions and various 
museum manifestations. The permanent exhibition Tilurium - 
Roman military camp was set up in 2009 and it represents the 
first ten years of research of Roman military camp Tilurium in 
the village Gardun near Trilj. Systematic archaeological research 
of the site started in 1997 within the scientific project called “Ro-
man military camps in Croatia”, and is still ongoing. The research 
resulted in impressive relicts of Roman architecture and numer-
ous mobile findings. A selection of the findings in the exhibition 
Tilurij - Roman military camp represents all spheres of life of the 
Roman legionnaire, from his legionnaire duties to his free time. 

The exhibits are accompanied by numerous museographic aids: 
legends, drawings and reconstructions, which help the museum 
audience to communicate with the exhibits. Also, these aids al-
low the visitor to interpret the whole exhibition independently. 
What is more, the exhibits explain the long-lasting and chal-
lenging process through which an exhibit must go through, 
from its primary reality on the site to becoming a museum ex-
hibit and existing in a new museum reality.

The aforementioned archaeological research, which are regu-
larly conducted by the archaeological team of Department of 
Antique Provincial and Early Christian Archaeology, Depart-
ment of Archaeology at the Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Zagreb, under the supervision of Mirjana Sanader, 
PhD, provided numerous mobile findings, interpretations, new 
knowledge and comprehension which give us the possibility to 
enrich existing exhibitions and the museum’s permanent dis-
play in the near future. 

Publishing the guidebook in English was made possible by the 
Ministry of Culture of Republic of Croatia and the Town of Trilj.

Sanja Budić Leto, univ. mag. hist.
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TILURIUM ROMAN MILITARY CAMP 

Roman military camp Tilurium in the area of modern Gardun 
was situated in the north-east of the upland rising from the 
right bank of the river Cetina (Hyppus), the town of Trilj (Pons 
Tiluri), and the local Cetina River crossing. This position pro-
vided control of roads that led from ancient Salona across this 
area, and towards the mining town of Srebrenica (Argentaria) 
in east Bosnia, further on to the southeast, via the trading colo-
ny of Narona (Narona), and to the towns of Shkodra (Scodra) 
and Durrës (Dyrrachium) in Albania (Figure 1). 

(Figure 1) The geographical position of Tilurium compared 
to other important Roman towns and villages 

(by A. Šundov)
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Linguistic analyses suggest an Illyrian origin of the name of Ti-
lurium, which was also indicated by Pliny the Elder in his work 
Naturalis historia Liber III, 142, mentioning the fortresses of 
“Burnum, Andetrium, Tribulium nobilitata proeliis castella”. A 
writer in the 1st century AD uses the word castellum to denote a 
hill fort, a fortified local settlement. Apart from the mentioned 
source, the finds of prehistoric objects also imply that prehistor-
ic population, including the Delmati tribe, perceived and took 
advantage of this strategic position.

A systematic archaeological research of Tilurium, conducted 
ever since 1997 by the Department of Archaeology, Faculty of 
Philosophy, University of Zagreb with Mirjana Sanader as the 
Project Director, is the first archaeological research done at this 
important site. It was organised as a part of Roman Military 
Camps in Croatia, a scientific research project (130-0000000-
0777) backed up by the Ministry of Science, Education and 
Sport of the Republic of Croatia since 1997, with the support 
of the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Croatia, Split-Dal-
matian County, the town of Trilj, and the locals of Gardun and 
Vojnić.

Tilurium was trapezium-shaped and it encompassed an area 
of approximately 12 ha. A conclusion based on the finds says 
that it must have been built in the 1st century AD and fortified 
by a solid wall. The VII Roman Legion with its ca. 5,000 legion-
aries, was stationed in Tilurium in the early 1st century, and it 
became their permanent camp at the time of Great Illyrian Re-
volt (AD 6 to AD 9) led by Baton. Together with the XI Legion 
stationed in the legionary camp of Burnum (present-day village 
of Ivoševci, on the right bank of the Krka River canyon) the VII 
Legion played a key role in breaking the conspiracy, which was 
started by Lucius Arruncius Camillus Scribonianus, governor 
of the Roman province of Dalmatia and against the Emperor 
Claudius in AD 42.

Both legions were then honoured as Claudia pia fidelis (faithful 
and loyal to Claudius), a sign of loyalty and military and politi-
cal support for the Emperor. Legio VII resided in Tilurium until 
the late 1st century AD, when it was moved to the Danube Limes 
in the Roman province of Moesia.

In the early 1st century AD a division of the Legio XI stayed in 
Tilurium as well, and the auxiliary cavalry troop ala Claudia nova 
(around AD 45 – AD 74) and troop ala I. Frontoniana (around 
AD 70 – AD 80) left their mark there. Inscriptions prove the pres-
ence of auxiliary infantry: cohors II Cyrrhestarum, cohors Aqui-
tanorum (around AD 70 – AD 80), cohors I Belgarum (early 2nd 

century AD), and cohors III Alpinorum (early 2nd century AD). 
In the period between mid-2nd and mid-3rd centuries the perma-
nent cohort residing in Tilurium was cohors VIII voluntariorum 
civium Romanorum, the last recorded Roman cohort. After the 
eighth voluntary cohort had left Tilurium, there remained a ben-
eficiary station, which by its strategic role retained both military 
and traffic functions until the Late Antiquity. It was the time of 
great devastation caused by tribal invasions of various ethnicities 
within the Roman Empire.   
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(Figure 2) Position of Tilurium, the area of modern Gardun village

1. Military barracks (visualisation by
D. Popović based on Enter d.o.o.)

2. Mosaic with central bull depiction 
(visualisation by D. Popović based on 

B. Matulić’s reconstruction)

3. West rampart (visualisation by 
D. Popović based on K. Rončević’s 

reconstruction)

4. Cistern (visualisation by D. Popović)

5. Building in the north-western part of 
camp (visualisation by D. Popović)

3

5
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ROMAN MILITARY CAMP 
ARCHITECTURE 

Military camp architecture consists of administrative and de-
fence facilities, and other facilities for everyday life of camp res-
idents. In archaeological research projects in Tilurium the fol-
lowing have been unearthed and researched up to the present 
time: barracks (with sleeping quarters) (Figure 2.1), a cistern 
(Figure 2.4), a part of rampart (Figure 2.3), a building in the 
northwest part of the camp (Figure 2.5) and a part of an object 
in the very camp centre, where a mosaic with figural depiction 
remains (Figure 2.2) was researched.

Six barracks, one of which was entirely researched, conserved 
and partly reconstructed, have been confirmed in systematic 
archaeological research projects. Its south and east walls are 
supported by buttresses.

Originally, the structure of six barracks formed a complex 
which could house one legionary cohort, 480 strong. One build-
ing – a barrack block housed one centuria of 80 men, which 
was formed of ten conturbernia of eight soldiers each. Con-
turbernia shared a tent during military campaigns, and in their 
permanent camp they had two rooms in the baracks where they 
would prepare food, grind wheat and bake bread themselves.

The remains of a building with fragments of three mosaic floors, 
two of which are preserved in small fragments, were found in 
the very centre of the camp. The most recent mosaic stretched 
to almost 120 square metres, and is preserved in a few frag-
ments. The most interesting is the central figural depiction with 
the preserved hinder part of bull depiction, made of white and 
pink tesserae set in black background. The mosaic finds belong 
approximately to the period between the late 1st century BC and 
the late 1st century AD.

Solid foundations of the camp rampart were documented in the 
west edge of the camp. A preliminary reconstruction of this part 
of the camp wall was done based on the preserved impressions 
of massive horizontally and vertically laid timber beams.

(Figure 2.1) Barracks in the south-east corner of camp

(Figure 2.2) Remains of mosaic with figural depiction

(Figure 2.3) Impressions of timber girders on the outside face of wall
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The water cistern is located in the northwest corner, at a some-
what higher level than the rest of the camp. A hole of its volume 
size was first dug in the bedrock, then the wall was built on the 
inner surface, and a thick coat of watertight mortar was applied 
on it. Remains of the staircase leading into the cistern were re-
searched along the south west edge, and a canal for water flow 
towards the camp centre was unearthed. The outer dimensions 
of the cistern are 16.60 x 24.89 x 27.95 x 19.30 m, and the depth 
measured in the northwest part is 2.20 m.

It is parallel to the west rampart, and 16 m away from it. The 
west wall of the building with the entrance in the centre and a 
few transverse walls within the complex were researched. Im-
pressions of timber beams and logs were perceived and here they 
had been used for the floor structure.  

SMALL FINDS

The oldest small finds are fragments of ceramic vessels from the 
period between the Middle Bronze Age and Iron Age, excavated 
at the site of military sleeping quarters. Other finds from this 
research project are: an example of Greek-Illyrian coin dated in 
the 4th or 3rd century BC, and some random finds, which indi-
cate the period of Delmati domination in the area.  Among them 
a bronze Kelt (Figure 3) is singled out, donated to the Museum 
by a local.

The subject of archaeological research of this guidebook is the 
Roman phase of the locality, where most of the inventory belongs 
anyway. It is about the finds typical of Roman military camps: 
parts of military and riding equipment, parts of costume, jew-
ellery, coins, medical instruments, household inventory, tools, 
stone monuments, fragments of pottery and glass vessels, and 
other small objects.

2.4 Cistern, section

(Figure 2.5) Building in north-west part of camp

(Figure 3) Kelt, 1100 – 900 BC (donated by A. Kutleša)
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Military equipment mainly belongs to the 1st century AD.  Ar-
rowheads, spears (Figure 4f) butt-spikes (Figures 4g, 5b), a py-
ramidal head of ballistic projectile (Figure 5a) and parts of a 
sword are all a part of offensive equipment. Butt spikes are iron 
support at the bottom end of shaft, used to stand the spear in the 
ground, and never changed from the period of Roman Republic 
all through to the Late Antiquity period. Javelin butt-spikes dat-
ed in the 1st century AD were also excavated (Figures 5c, d). A 
Meinz type sword, whose reinforced bottom of scabbard (Figure 
4e) was excavated in Tilurium, belongs to the early 1st century 
AD. A privately owned lead sling-bullet (Figure 5e) belongs to a 
type dated between the second century BC and the second cen-
tury AD.   
Defensive military equipment is represented by iron cheek pieces 
of Weisenau helmet type (Figure 4a), which was common inven-
tory of infantry defence equipment from the late 1st century BC all 
through to the early 2nd century AD. The shield edgings of copper 

alloy (Figure 4c) also belong to the 1st century AD. The Roman 
shield (scutum) was made of thin timber strips glued in two or 
three layers, covered with leather and heavy linen. Other finds 
from the research are armour buckles and mounts of segmented 
armour (lorica segmentata) from the 1st century AD (Figure 4b).

A part of the military clothing sine-qua-non is the military 
belt (cingulum militare), used to carry weapons. On the front 
of cingulum there hung leather strips reinforced with metal 
studs as both protection and decoration.  D-shaped buckles, 
lilly-shaped pin and metal studs, which used to decorate mili-
tary belts (Figures 4d, 14c) were excavated at Tilurium. Some 
parts of military equipment were made from bone that was 
used as a replacement for the more expensive ivory and bronze. 
A small pin of buckle and a fastener (Figures 6a, b) originate 
from Tilurium. Bone, as a raw material, was used in other areas 
of life. Tessera (Figure 6c) marked on the obverse with XII and 
on the reverse with the Roman number I and Greek letter B. 
The purpose of such artefacts is multiple, ranging from theatre 
ticket to a counter for a game or a counter for a free wheat meal. 

(Figure 4) Roman legionary, 1st c. (M. Rogošić’s reconstruction)

(Figure 5) Parts of offensive military equipment

(Figure 6) Items made of bone, 1st c.
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The finds of riding gear (Figures 7, 8) are the functional parts 
(rings of bridle and reins, a ring for headpiece, and buckles) 
whose main purpose was to connect straps so as to fix the 
saddle to the horse. They belong to the 1st century AD and the 
following centuries. Pendants on the riding gear, first of all of 
decorative significance, and in some cases of apotropeic signif-
icance, were excavated as well.

A significant part in the metal inventory belongs to fibulae, a con-
stituent part of ancient costume. It is an object for daily use of 
decorative features, and sometimes bearing certain symbolism.
Seven various types of fibulae were excavated in Tilurium, the 
earliest of them a Late Latene fibula type, Jezerine (Figure 9). 
Our examples have a bow decorated with longitudinal ribs, a 
feature of more than two variants of the type. They appear be-
tween 50 BC and 30 BC and last until Augustan period (27 
BC – AD 14). Most of them belong to the period from 20 BC to 
AD 10. They were worn either in a pair or a single one by both 
men and women.

The earliest hinged fibulae, Alesia type fibulae (Figure 10), of 
which fragments of both the variants were excavated in Tilurium, 
most frequently belong to the last two decades of the late 1st cen-
tury BC. One find belongs to Demetz Alesia II variant, originat-
ing from present-day France, and according to the past research 
studies this is the single example of the variant in our area.

While geographical spread of Alesia type fibula is linked to the 
Roman Military movement, the Aucissa type fibulae belonged 
to both civilian and military contexts.

This is the most widespread fibula type across the Roman Em-
pire, therefore in Tilurium as well, in the period from the late 
1st century BC all through to the end of the 1st century AD, and 
in Tilurium generally as well due to its military significance in 
that period.  Research studies have confirmed both variants of 
the type. The so-called classical Aucissa fibulae with the rib-
bon-like bow (Figures 11a, d) are typical of the military costume 
between the end of the 1st century BC and AD 50, and numer-
ous in the military camps constructed by 10 BC. Equally well 
represented was the other variant, the one with semicircular or 
circular cross-section of bow (Figures 11b, e, g). The type was 
named after a Celtic maker Aucissa, whose name was stamped 
on some examples of the classical variant. Other inscriptions 
indicate other workshops, possibly in the area of the province 
of Dalmatia, considering their frequency in Dalmatia.
Fibula of rectangular cross-section of bow (Figure 11f) also be-
longs to military fibulae, and it is dated in the late 1st century BC.

(Figure 7) Rings of bridle straps, 
1st c. – 3rd c

 (Figure 8) Pendants on riding 
gear, 1st c.

(Figure 9) Jezerine Fibula type 
(drawn by M. Rogošić)

(Figure 10) Alesia Fibula type (drawn 
by M. Rogošić)

(Figure 11) Fibulae

(Figure 12) Bow fibula with two pins, 
1st c. AD

(Figure 13) Zoomorphic bird-shaped 
fibula, 3rd – 4th c.

a b
c

d
e f

g
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Experts refer to bow fibulae with two pins (Figure 12) as Adri-
atic-Dalmatian variant of Aucissa fibulae as well, due to the 
fact that most finds come from the province of Dalmatia, and 
they look like the Aucissa type. Yet, they are a separate type 
dated back in the 1st century AD.

Knee-shaped fibula type (Figure 11c) was confirmed in Tiluri-
um with two examples. It was widespread across the Empire 
in the 2nd and 3rd centuries. 

Parts of the costumes from the late Roman period in Tilurium 
are less frequent. The crossbow fibula fragment from the 4th 
to 5th century AD is singled out, it symbolised the status, and 
a well-preserved zoomorphic fibula in the form of bird, from 
3rd - 4th c. (Figure 13).

A simple oval belt buckle frame is dated in the 4th - 5th century 
AD (Figure 14a), and a massive D-shaped one (Figure 14b) is 
a part of Ostrogothic cultural heritage dating from the peri-
od between late 5th century AD and AD 537, when the Roman 
province of Dalmatia belonged to the Ostrogothic Kingdom.

The category of jewellery is represented with a few simple bronze 
rings, a fragment of gold earring, glass pendant, glass beads, 
and fragments of glass bracelets and of glass ring. Inevitable are 
bone needles, which were used in both cosmetics and medicine. 
The longer examples were used as hairpins, in the unchanged 
shape throughout the Imperial period. (Figure 15)

A key-shaped ring is a usual Roman find, which except for its 
decorative purpose assumes its usage e.g. locking little boxes 
and compartments. The example from Tilurium (Figure 16) 
has claws on the very shank of ring, which is a rare variant 
with this jewellery. It was equally in use between the 1st and 
4th centuries AD in both the civilian and military contexts. 
Glass jewellery is frequent inventory at Roman sites. Fragments 
of ribbed bracelets and a ribbed ring made of dark, seeming-
ly black glass, excavated in Tilurium, date to the 3rd and 4th 
centuries, and are a result of Eastern cultural heritage. Glass 
beads in various colours and shapes were in use throughout 
the Antiquity. They were worn as a decoration on a necklace or 
bracelet, or even as the head of pin or stick. Our examples are 
made of glass paste in various colours, mainly smooth, round 
in shape, and some examples are melon-shaped (Melonenper-
len). Some are decorated with white trail glass or dotted motif 
in a different colour (Figure 17).

Among the glass jewellery there is a beautiful example of pen-
dant or pearl with a relief depiction of male head in right pro-
file (Figure 18). It is double-perforated longitudinally, made of 
black glass. Two such pendants come from Salona. One pen-
dant from Podgrađe is kept in the Archaeological collection 
of the Franciscan monastery, Sinj, dated from the 3rd to the 
beginning of the 5th centuries AD.

(Figure 14) Belt buckles

(Figure 15) Bone hairpins, 
Imperial

(Figure 16) Key-shaped ring, 
1st – 4th c. AD

(Figure 17) Glass beads, 
Imperial

(Figure 18) Glass pendant, 
3rd c. - early 5th c. AD

a

b c
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Based on historical sources, medicine in the Antiquity was high-
ly developed. Its use has been confirmed by archaeological re-
search projects of both civil and military ancient Roman sites. 
Medical instruments known in an unchanged shape all through 
the Imperial period come from Tilurium.
Medical-pharmaceutical spoons were used in preparation 
of medicines, and in removing medical ointments and other 
preparations from their flasks and vessels. They were made of 
bronze, silver and bone.  The ones found in Tilurium were made 
of bronze, one was made of bone.
A medical instrument sine-qua-non is a probe (Figure 19b) used 
in medicine to treat wounds with medicaments, and to cut and 
burn wounds. It was used in cosmetics as well, and in practising 
hygiene. A pair of pincers also coming from Tilurium lent for an 
exhibition is privately owned (Figure 19c).

A paw-shaped foot (Figure 21) 
fragment of a square pedestal 
with a centre circular perfora-
tion is preserved. It is probably 
a pedestal of a divinity statuette. 
Similar and almost identical 
examples are known on Italic 
soil of the 1st century AD. Lion 
paws are the most frequent foot 
shape on vessels, pedestals and 
candlesticks in the Antiquity.
From household inventory we 
single out parts of locks and 
keys, a bell, weights, a stamp, 
fragments of metal vessels, and 
a fragment of a bronze pedes-
tal. Systematic research exca-

vations in Tilurium resulted in figural bronze finds, a very pop-
ular and widespread decorative element in the Roman world. A 
Roman bronze bust of a satyr belongs with these finds (Figure 
20). It decorated a part of furniture or door, and was fastened 
by an iron nail in the figurine bust. It is dated between the late 
1st and the beginning of the 2nd centuries AD. 
A paw-shaped foot fragment of a square pedestal (Figure 21) 
with a centre circular perforation is preserved. It is probably 
a pedestal of a divinity statuette. Similar and almost identical 
examples are known on Italic soil of the 1st century AD. Lion 
paws are the most frequent foot shape on vessels, pedestals and 
candlesticks in the Antiquity.

Square lock plates, latches and keys belong to the locks that 
were opened by the double-push or slide system where after 
unlocking, the key stayed in the lock until re-locking (Figure 
22). This is one of the three locking systems with the Romans, 
used throughout the Imperial period to lock the doors, parts of 
furniture, small chests and the like.

(Figure 19) Medical 
instruments, Imperial

(Figure 21) Pedestal reconstruction 
(M. Rogošić’s reconstruction)

(Figure 22) Latches and keys, 
Imperial

(Figure 23) Bell (donated by S. Tadinac) and weight, 1st – 3rd c. AD
(Figure 20) Satyr bust, end 

1st c. - early 2nd c. AD

a

b
c
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The bronze bell was donated by Gardun locals, dated in the peri-
od from the 1st to the 3rd centuries AD, and the weight for scales 
as well (Figure 23).
Common inventory of Roman sites are metal vessels, i.e. frag-
ments of vessels. Three handles of bronze vessels also come from 
Tilurium. Two of them belonged to ladles for scooping up liquid 
in the cult rite (simpulum) (Figure 24) or cups for ladling and 
pouring liquids, mainly wine (cyathus) dated in the 1st century 
AD and the very beginning of the 2nd century AD.

The third handle is a part of a 
bronze jug or a similar vessel for 
water, due to its fragmentation it 
is dated between the 1st and 3rd 
centuries AD. Pelt-shaped feet of 
vessels dated in the late 1st centu-
ry BC and the early 1st century AD 
also belong to parts of vessels.

In Italy and West Europe analogies 
to the producer’s name, Iucundus, 
which we find on a stamp in Tilu-
rium, were used to mark products 
(Figure 25). The shape of letters 
dates it in the early Empire. Sim-
ilarly shaped stamps are known 
from other military camps as well.

Tools are represented by many rivets, awls, wedges, fasteners 
and other small finds used in everyday life.  Pickaxe (Figure 
26a) was a multi-use part of military equipment, used for dig-
ging ditches, wood-working, clearing scrub or for fighting. Our 
example is dated in the 1st century AD although this shape was 

used throughout the Imperial period. Chisels of various shapes 
(Figures 26b, c) were used for stone dressing, wood-working 
and metalworking, which is why they often belong to Roman 
finds. The same goes for circinus, the building compass (Figure 
26d) dated in the early Roman Empire period, as it is a simple, 
non-decorated iron example. The photograph shows an iron ob-
ject defined as awl (Figure 26e), which, acceding to analogies, 
belongs to the inventory of the Late Antiquity necropolises and 
migration period cemeteries. The purpose of these finds in (Fig-
ure 26f) is interpreted in multiple ways:  an awl for perforation 
of dots, a wedge for chasing, and for punching dots or a hammer 
and anvil for forging. In any case it is an object known from other 
Republican and Early Imperial military camps.

Examples of forged coins belong to various periods. They are 
important for datation of localities and small finds, and for rec-
ognition of political, social, economic and other circumstances 
in the Roman Empire, the Province of Dalmatia, and therefore 
in Tilurium as well.

The oldest coin example excavated at Gardun indicates the trade 
links between the local Delmati community and the Greek colo-
nies along the coast. It is about Greek-Illyrian bronze coins Fara 
(Pharos) from the 4th or 3rd centuries BC.
Chronologically there were Roman Republican coins, among 
them a bronze As from the 2nd century BC, depicting the two-faced 
god Janus on the obverse, and a bow of ship on the reverse. 

(Figure 24) Simpulum 
(drawn by M. Rogošić)

(Figure 25) Stamp IVCVNDI, Early Imperial

(Figure 26) Tools
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The 1st century BC finds are silver denarii and quinarii, which 
are valued at half the denarius. The silver quinarius from 88 
BC was minted in a Roman mint, and on the reverse it bears a 
depiction of Victory consecrating a trophy (tropaeum) (Figure 
27). Like the other preserved remains from that period it is 
precisely dated by the name of a triumvir minter appointed by 
the Senate. These coins bear the depictions of Roman history 
and religion, as well as of the motives of the triumvir minters’ 
scope of work, of minters who mint them, or depictions from 
the history of their families. 

The example of denarius in Figure 28 is a common find among 
Roman numismatic finds, and the mention of Roman Legion II 
groups it with the so-called Legionary Denarii, issued for the 
needs of the military in the period of civil wars that ended in 
Octavian’s victory. It was minted in 32–31 BC in the mobile mil-
itary mint M. Antonius, shortly before the Battle of Actium. The 
inscription ANT AVG III VIR R P C on the obverse bears a depic-
tion of a ship, and on the reverse Aquila between two standards 
(military insignia) and the inscription reading LEG II.

Best represented periods in regard to the Imperial coins are the 
1st century and the Late Antiquity. The oldest Imperial coins are 
silver quinarii from the time when Augustus came to the throne, 
minted between 29 BC and 26 BC in the area of Italy. They are dec-
orated with a depiction of Victory on a cylindrical basket between 
two serpents (cista mistica), which indicates the role of the Cult 
of Dionysus, and together with the inscription it symbolises Au-
gustus’ re-establishment of Roman rule in Asia Minor. Other ex-
amples from Augustan era are asses and quadrans minted mainly 
in a mint in Rome. A few come from a mint from the Nemausus 
in Gallia Narbonensis. Two copper asses bearing a portrait of the 
Emperor are ascribed to the mint in Ephesus, and they may have 
appeared in Tilurium during military movement of Legio VII.
From the period of the reign of Emperor Tiberius (AD 14-37) 

comes a brass sestertius valued at four asses, and according 
to the depiction it belongs to the so-called picturesque type of 
coins without the Emperor’s depictions. The other are bronze 
asses minted in the mint of Rome, and the most numerous 
commemorative pieces are the ones with the image of the di-
vine Augustus on the obverse and the depiction of altar and 
legend reading PROVIDENT on the reverse.
The coins from the time of Emperor Claudius (AD 41-54) are 
well represented too. Rome was then the main minting centre 
for any nominal value, and copper asses, quadrans and the ses-
tertius come from Tilurium. Depictions of the gods of Roman 
mythology carrying a particular message were still present at 
the time. So Minerva, equipped with a shield and helmet in the 
position of throwing a spear, symbolises the rule of the Emper-
or who was both a soldier and scholar. 
Among the examples from the early 1st century there are halved 
coins as well. A few well-worn examples from Tilurium are the 
evidence of hard times, when the lack of small change coins was 
compensated by halving the larger value coins.
The singled-out coins from the 2nd and 3rd centuries are Em-
press Sabina’s, Emperor Hadrian’s wife’s brass dupondium 
(two-pounder), and a bronze sestertium of Alexander Severus. 
Economic and political crises in the second half of the third cen-
tury is reflected in the bronze antoniniani of Emperors Gallienus 
and Claudius Gothic, which were originally silver coins intro-
duced for the Emperor Caracalla. 

Late Antique coins indicate the continuation of the crisis and the 
decline in their value. The most recent among the examples can not 
often be determined. Small size and low quality of metal testify to 
the collapse of the Western Roman Empire in the late 5th century.

(Figure 27) Quinarius, 88 BC (Figure 28) Denarius, 32-31 BC

(Figure 29) 
Roman coins
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A special group is ancient pottery and glassware, that is, frag-
ments of pottery, which are numerically the most common cat-
egories of finds, of a well established chronology and typology. 
This, with an extensive analysis of material, enabled singling 
out many types of vessels among the finds in Tilurium, and 
made it possible to have a better idea of the daily life of inhabi-
tants in the Roman military camp of Tilurium.

Roman pottery from Tilurium is comparable with the finds of 
other military sites, cities and settlements of the Roman world. 
According to its application the pottery is divided into tableware 
and cookware, containers for storage and transport, and lamps. 
The largest number of pottery finds originates from the mid-1st 
century, i.e. from the time when Legio VII resided in the camp. 
After the departure of the Legion (about mid-1st century) the 
quantity of pottery was reduced, which is shown in the results 
of previous studies.
Great deal of tableware is Italic sigillata dated in the end of the 
1st century BC and the 1st century AD. These are fragments of 
luxury tableware (cups, bowls, and plates) known as plain-sur-
faced and relief-decorated sigillata, which mostly come from 
workshops in the Po valley (Figures 30a, d), while the minor 
part is the product of Arretine workshops (Figure 30c).

In the relief-decorated sigillata 
group from Tilurium, the best 
known are glasses types Aco 
and Sarius (Figure 31) named 
after potters’.stamps.

Italic sigillata often bears a 
workshop stamp by which cer-
tain products can be placed in 
a particular place-time context.

So far Tilurium stamps have been confirmed to belong mostly to 
North Italic potters of the 1st century AD: Nico, Sarius, L.Gellius, 
C.Cres (..), Severus, Fusco, Melito, C.Murius, and Vegetus. The 
workshop of P. Clodius P(roculus?) is located in the province of 
Arezzo, and together with Nico and Severus workshops it is dated 
earlier, i.e. in 15 BC. Stamps were square or in the form of a small 
foot (in planta pedis), and on the inside on the base of the vessel 
(Figure 32). Sometimes sgraffiti were carved on the bowl, which 
may represent the mark of the owner or the inscription with the 
message, toast and the like.

Apart from Italic sigillata cookware and table were imported 
from the west part of Asia Minor (Eastern sigillata B) and mod-
ern Tunisia (North African sigillata). Eastern sigillata B is dated 
between the 1st and 3rd centuries AD, and the fragments from Ti-
lurium belong to fine tableware: plates, vessels and cups (Figure 
30b). North African sigillata includes quality cookware and table-
ware in use in the Mediterranean from the 1st to the 7th centuries 
AD, and in Tilurium, according to previous research studies from 
the late 1st century to the late 5th century AD. Our fragments be-
long to various shapes of plates and vessels (Figure 33).

Thin-walled pottery belongs to the same 
group as the inevitable tableware intend-
ed for serving food and drink, and dated in 
the 1st century BC and the 1st century AD. 
While the typical terra sigillata pottery 
is characterised by red and orange clay 
tones and fine thick coating, thin-walled 
pottery is characterised by the extreme 
thinness of their walls (1 to 3 mm) and 
clay of gray, red or yellow colour. They 

consist of small table vessels without handles, cups, small jugs and 
variants of cups with two handles plain or relief-decorated (Figure 
34). The decoration was achieved by covering the surface with tiny 
grains of sand, and the walls were painted to make them leakproof.

(Figure 30) 
Tableware
a.  cup with NICO stamp and a sgraf-

fito M, terra sigillata, mid-1st c. AD
b.  cup, eastern sigillata B, 75-125 AD
c.  cup, terra sigillata, 1st c. AD
d.  fragment of plate with stamp 

SARI and sgraffito ..APTI.., terra 
sigillata, early 1st c. 

(Figure 31) Skyphoi of Sarius type, 
terra sigillata, 1st c. AD 
(drawn by M. Rogošić)

(Figure 32) Stamps on Italic sigillata

(Figure 33) Cookware, 
North African sigillata, 

2nd c. AD

a c

b

d
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Thin-walled pottery and Italic sigillata have a role model in pre-
cious metal and glassware, and its production spreads from the 
Italic peninsula to the provinces of the Empire during the 1st cen-
tury. The analysis shows that most fragments from Tilurium were 
imported from northern and central Italy and the eastern Med-
iterranean in the 1st and 2nd centuries. A small number come 
from Gaul (Lyon Ware) and Spain (Spanish colour-coated ware).
Most pottery fragments belong to cookware, mainly pots, and 
vessels for cooking and baking meals, and their respective lids. 
Apart from Italic and North African cookware, Aegean cookware 
also belongs to the Mediterranean in the period between AD 60 
and AD 250, with the production centred in western Asia Minor. 
Cookware also includes vessels for food preparation and storage, 
where mortars, dolia, and variants of vessels are singled out. 
Mortars (Figure 35) had a rough inner wall, in order to facilitate 
grinding of food with the pestle, and the roughness was achieved 
by grains of sand, pebbles, flint, and ground brick. Examples 
from Tilurium are Italic products dated to the 1st century AD.

Numerous pottery fragments 
belong to the amphorae that 
in the Roman world were used 
for storage and transportation 
of oil (amphorae oleariae), 
wine (amphorae vinariae), 
garum, fish products and dried 
fruits. Sometimes the inscrip-
tions (tituli picti) on the am

phorae said what was carried in them.
Typology and chronology of amphorae in the professional lit-
erature has generally advanced, which is important for gaining 
knowledge of the commercial and economic developments of 
the time, particularly because the product had to be immedi-
ately packaged, and the packaging must have been produced 
somewhere in the vicinity of the economy. The most common 
types in Tilurium are Dressel 6 (oil, wine and garum) and 
Dressel 2-4 (for wine) amphorae.

Pottery oil lamps as well as other ceramic inventory have been 
mostly preserved in fragments. Given that in a military camp they 
were used for lighting rooms, the conclusion is that lamps were 
highly requested goods. Most of the lamps from Tilurium belong 
to volute lamps which apart from being adorned with volute 
spouts were characterized by a large disk, often decorated with 
a relief depiction (Figures 36, 37a). Variants of volute lamps are 
singled out by the end of the spout, either triangular or rounded, 
and by different width of the spout and shoulders. They were pro-
duced in the Italic area from Augustan Age until the late 1st centu-
ry AD and the type with rounded spout until the mid 2nd century.

Lamp in Figure 37b belongs to the most widespread type of 
lamps in the Roman Empire, so called lamps with short round-
ed spout. Their production went on during the 1st and 2nd 
centuries AD on the Italian peninsula, and the provinces soon 
started imitating them. Our copy is plain, with incised lines in 
the place where the shoulder meets the disk, while later prod-
ucts often had richly decorated shoulder.
An unavoidable type of lamp is the firma lamp, which bears 
the stamp of the manufacturer (firma) on the bottom. Firma 
lamps are simple, pear-shaped, with an elongated rounded 
spout. They appeared around AD 50 as a product of north Italic 
workshops, and they were produced in the provinces in the 4th 
century. Examples of this type in Tilurium are fragmentarily 
preserved. This type was serially produced for a long time, for 
the large and wide-spread market throughout the Empire.

Apart from the mentioned lamps in Tilurium, fragments of 
lamps of North African and Corinthian production are docu-
mented, and research studies have confirmed local production 
of firma lamps and rough cookware.

(Figure 34) Thin-walled pottery (drawn by M. Rogošić)

(Figure 35) Mortar (drawn by M. 
Rogošić)

(Figure 36) Fragment of lamp 
with depiction of boar on disk, 

late 1st c. - early 2nd c. 
(privately owned)

(Figure 37) Lamps
a. Votive lamp, early 1st c. AD

b. Lamp with short rounded spout, 
1st c. AD (donated by A. Kutleša)

a b
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The closed archaeology unit Pit SJ 55, researched at the posi-
tion of military sleeping quarters (trench A), is an example of 
a parallel use of both imported and domestic pottery products 
in Tilurium. Apart from two Italic jugs a typical Roman kitch-
en pot for cooking of local production was excavated (Figure 
38). Content analysis of Pit SJ 55 provides a number of other 
interesting data: remains of animal bones, and pig bones were 
dismembered by means of hatchet, which the Romans them-
selves introduced as a multipurpose tool for meat processing.

There is also an inevitable and large category of pottery finds 
in all ancient Roman localities, fragments of roof tiles (tegu-
lae, imbrices). Some of these pieces bear the workshop stamp. 
There are finds with the stamp of Cohort III of Alpini in Tiluri-
um who stayed here in the early 2nd century AD, and the stamp 
of Legio VII Claudia pia fidelis, Legio XI Claudia pia fidelis, 
and Legio IV Flavia felix.

Plenty of glass finds and their detailed study enabled the sep-
aration of many types of vessels in this category of small finds. 
Glassware is by the way of production technique divided into 
two basic groups, glass formed in a mould, and glass formed 
by glassblowing. With vessels formed by blowing, glass blown 
into a mould differs from free-blown glass.

The earliest glass finds and fragments of mosaic glass bowl (Fig-
ures 39, 40, 41), which were produced in the Syrian-Palestin-
ian and Italic workshops in the late 1st century BC and the 1st 
century AD. Production of this type of vessel has role models in 
the Hellenistic tradition, and in mid-1st century AD it gradually 
went out of fashion. Our finds are probably Italic products.

Monochrome ribbed bowls are 
a group present throughout 
the Empire in the 1st century 
AD, with greater intensity in 
the second half of the century. 
They less commonly occur as 
grave goods unlike in the an-
cient villages of the 1st century 
when they were frequent. They 

are characterized by thick walls and radial ribs on the outer side 
of a shallow receptacle. Our examples are mostly in the natural 
colour of glass, greenish-blue nuances, while a few glass frag-
ments were painted clear blue, one opaque white, and one clear 
amber colour. They were probably imported to Tilurium from 
Italic workshops, possibly from the Syrian-Palestinian area, or 
perhaps from the local production of Salona workshops.

Ribbed bowls with embossed 
threads (Figure 42) (Zarterip-
penschalen) have a deeper 
body shape and thinner walls, 
and belong to the western glass 
industry of the early 1st centu-
ry AD. Our fragments are blue, 
amber-brown and purple, dec-
orated with threads of opaque 
white glass. They are probably 
an import from Aquileia. 
The most represented types of 
glass vessels are different ver-
sions of bottles, glasses and 
unguentaria.

(Figure 38) Finds from Pit SJ 55, early 1st c. AD

(Figure 39) Mosaic glass
a. vessel fragment, 1st c. AD
b. fragment of plain vessel, 

early 1st c. AD 

(Figure 40) Mosaic glass, 
fragments of ribbed vessel, 

end 1st c. BC – mid-1st c. AD

(Figure 41) Mosaic glass ribbed 
bowl, glass blown into a mould 

(drawn by M. Rogošić)

(Figure 42) Ribbed bowl 
with embossed threads 

(Zarterippenschalen), 
free-blown glass 

(drawn by M. Rogošić)

a b
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Bottles and glasses were widely used in everyday life, which 
is revealed from the many fragments from the research. Oval 
bottle with a slightly damaged rim (Figure 43c) is a gift to the 
Museum by villagers of Gardun. This is an unusual and rare 
form of the typology of Roman glass, and a similar example is 
kept in the Archaeological Collection of the Franciscan Monas-
tery in the town of Sinj. It is dated in the early 1st century AD.

Unguentaria were used for storing cosmetics or medicinal 
preparations, they were used as grave goods in Roman necrop-
olises, and for the fragrant ointments for the ritual burning 
of the deceased. There are fragments of unguentaria originat-
ing mainly from the research, and complete examples as well 
(Figures 43a, b). Their typology is defined by different body 
shapes. Our two examples belong to the tubular-shaped un-
guentaria, which are a very widespread type of unguentaria 
in the Roman Empire from the early 1st century AD to the 
early 3rd century AD. In the example in (Figure 43a) the part 
where the neck joins the body is not pronounced and of small 
dimensions, which along with well-known analogy ranks it 
first in the late 1st century. The other unguentarium (Figure 
43b) has a slight constriction marking off neck from body, and 

Three fragments of the so-called Ennion’s glass vessels (Fig-
ure 44) belong to luxury imported products, and in Dalmatia, 
including our finds, there are a total of four known examples. 
They are of Northern Italian origin, and rare outside their orig-
inal area, dated to the second quarter of the 1st century AD.

Rare and expensive products are a cylindrical Pyxis and a 
fragment of glass with a honeycomb ornament. The first one is 
probably a product of the north-Italic workshop, 1st century, 
while the other one is of eastern Mediterranean origin, dated 
in the end of the 1st century AD and early 2nd century AD. A 
fragment of a tray of transparent dark green glass is the only 
example of this type of vessel in Dalmatia. It originates from 
the early 1st century AD, and such examples are known in It-
aly and the western Mediterranean. Other rarities are a grape 

(Figure 43) Unguentaria and bottle, free-blown glass 
a. tubular unguentarium, early 1st c. AD
b. tubular unguentarium, late 1st c. AD

c. bottle, early 1st c. (donated by S. Tadinac)

(Figure 44) Ennion’s glass, glass blown into a mould 
(drawn by M. Rogošić)

a

b

c

the ratio of body and its neck is almost equal. It is dated in 
the late 1st century AD. These products may be of Italic ori-
gin, although local production is reasonably assumed, because 
of many tubular unguentaria throughout our coastal area.
Many of the glass finds are handles, bottoms and rims, which 
due to their small size could only be identified as bottles and 
jugs. Some fragments are parts of larger vessels used in the 
ancient Roman household.
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Stone monuments are a rather large group of small finds, 
which along with other archaeological material from the area 
of Gardun attracted public attention as early as mid 19th cen-
tury. Many ended up in museums all over Croatia, while some 
are still built in the facades of houses in Gardun and Trilj. As 
the most significant ones that should be mentioned are two 
fragments of a tropaeum, a monument to victory which is as-
sumed to have been built in Tilurium in honour of Roman vic-
tory over Illyrians in Delmati-Pannonian uprising from AD 6 to 
AD 9. Fragments are preserved in the Archaeological Museum 
in Split and the Museum of the Cetina Region, Sinj. They con-
tain the true representations of captured Illyrians, with typical 
costumes and fibulae from the late Iron Age (Figure 46).

Largest category of stone monuments in Tilurium is the category 
of funerary stellae of veteran Roman legionaries, mostly members 
of Legion VII. Part of stellae belong to Tilurium area, while a cer-
tain number is recorded in the area of the entire Roman province 
of Dalmatia, where members of Legion VII performed various 
duties, or being veterans they settled on their property (villae 
rusticae) near the major centres: Aequum, Salona, Tragurium, 
Jadera and Narona. A separate set of monumental funerary stel-
lae are those depicting the door, related primarily to members of 
Legio VII and other military units that were stationed in Tiluri-
um. They belong to the architectural type of stellae, as they depict 
the facades of a temple in the form of a triangular pediment with 

cluster-shaped bottle from the late 2nd century AD and a frag-
ment of glass (Late Roman Nuppengläser) dating to the late 
3rd through early 5th centuries AD. Fragments of rectangular 
bottles, bowls or glasses with tubular rib and those with collar 
rim and a Hofheim cup are the products of the 1st or 2nd cen-
turies AD. They belong to rare finds. 

In Tilurium there is early Christian inventory as well, glass-
es with the stem, chalices and votive lamps of eastern origin, 
present in the Mediterranean from the 4th century AD to the 
8th century AD.  Among the finds there are Late Antiquity 
vessels, probably a product of western workshops. All this, 
with the previously described Late Antique jewellery, illus-
trates the rich typology of glass inventory of Tilurium from 
Augustan time to early Christian times. Most finds belong to 
the 1st century AD, which fits into the overall idea of the site.
Glass was also used for making polychrome chips for games 
(Figure 45) made of bone and stone. In Tilurium in addition to 
chips, other things in connection with the game were excavated 
such as bone dice, fragments of cylindrical bone boxes where 
gaming accessories were kept, and a fragment of stone slab 
with engraved rectangular playing fields. 

(Figure 46) Tropeum (visualisation by D. Popović based on ideal 
reconstruction by N. Cambi)

(Figure 45) Game accessories (counters and bone dice), Imperial



41

Some of these stellae contain epigrams, inscriptions in verse 
written by poets whose activity may have been related to the 
aforementioned stonemason workshop. Two stellae in the Mu-
seum of Trilj originate from a recent archaeological research 
at Vojnić, where they were secondarily used as cover plates on 
a Late Antiquity tomb. Stella in Figure 49 belongs to Lucius 
Anharenus, soldier of Legion VII who died at the age of 40 
and spent 21 years in the military service. The monument was 
erected by his brother Quintus, who had an epigram carved, 
which expresses his sorrow and grief and says to the deceased 
how sorrowful he was as he was pouring wine on the burial 
rather than offering it to him alive. Another stella (Figure 50) 
belongs to Lucius Cusius Ascanius, who died at the age of 20, 
a freedman whose master raised the monument for him. Ep-
itaphs and their detailed analysis are of a particular impor-
tance because they are the first-class source of the data on the 
origin of soldiers, life span, years of service, etc. So we know 
that members of Legion VII originated from Asia Minor and 
Italy, and a few were originally from Macedonia and Narbonne 
Gaul. They joined the legion between 18 and 29 years of age, 
and died between 30 and 45 years of age. Their tombstones 
were often raised by their brothers and comrades who were 
like their brothers.

acroteria. In the majority of the stellae below the pediment there 
is a frieze depicting weapons. The architrave rests on two columns 
with capitals and bases. Within the space enclosed by columns 
and architraves there is usually an inscription. The area below 
the depiction of temple is decorated with a display depicting the 
double doors which are divided into four sections. The sections 
usually depict a door knocker as a lion head with a knocking ring 
or rings hanging from the back plate of door handle. Sometimes 
the sections depict weapons as soldier’s status symbol.
Given their abundance and specificity they are singled out as a 
separate type, probably made in Tilurium workshop of a local 
stonemason. The remains of a stella built in two buildings have 
stayed in their place at Gardun ever since (Figures 47, 48).

(Figure 47, 48) Fragments of stella depicting door, early 1st c. AD Gardun
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(Figure 49) Stella of Lucius Anharenus, early 1st c. AD (Figure 50) Stella of Lucius Cusius Ascanius, early 1st c. AD
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ABOUT TRILJ REGIONAL MUSEUM

Trilj Regional Museum was founded by the Town of Trilj in 
1996. The museum is located in the former parish house, which 
was adapted for museum purposes and opened for public in 
2006, thanks to support of the Town of Trilj and the Ministry 
of Culture of Croatia. It presents itself to museum audience 
through thematic exhibits, educational workshops, lectures 
and similar events. The Museum aims to research, conserve, 
document, present and communicate the cultural heritage of 
Trilj region, as well as to actively participate in the life of the 
local community and represent the heritage of Trilj region both 
domestically and internationally. Trilj Regional Museum col-
lects, researches, conserves and documents the cultural heri-
tage of Trilj region and presents it through archaeological, eth-
nographic, numismatic and cultural and historical collections. 
The results of systematic archaeological research of legionary 
camp Tilurij, located in the village of Gardun (near Trilj), are 
presented through our permanent exhibition “Tilurij – a Ro-
man military camp”, while the exhibited Ethnographic collec-
tion reflects the traditional way of life at the end of 19th and 
the beginning of 20th century.
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