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Critical Junctures, Media Freedom, and Illiberal Turns

Zrinjka Peruško

CRITICAL JUNCTURES, MEDIA FREEDOM, 
AND ILLIBERAL TURNS

1. Introduction

After five years of membership in the EU (since 1 July 2013) the 
challenges posed by the state to the democratic role of the media in 
Croatia were growing, instead of diminishing. After having created 
a democratic media policy and environment in the preceding period, 
which enabled Croatia to start the EU accession process and to join 
the EU, the challenges to media freedom in Croatia since the 2015 
and 2016 presidential and parliamentary elections rapidly threatened 
the attained levels of media freedom. The threats identified by the 
Croatian Journalist Association, and by policy experts, were the worst 
in the following four areas: an increased number of legal actions 
against journalists and the media for “shaming” and slander, brought 
by persons in political power or related to them; an increased pressure 
on the independent editorial and journalistic practices of the public 
service broadcaster, HRT, with a sharp ideological turn to the right; 
an unrelenting policy of non-support to the civic sector media, and 
pressures from the state and non-state actors on new forms of speech 
in the digital sphere and in the legacy media. All of these important 
problems were the result of the same illiberal and conservative 
cultural politics which were being forced on the population by the 
ruling conservative HDZ, often via the public service media whose 
control they seized. 
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These observed challenges were the result of the missed oppor-
tunity to fully introduce inclusive institutions and policies following 
four successive critical junctures in the first thirty years of Croatia’s 
independence. This was more or less my pessimistic conclusion about 
the trends of media freedom in this country in the two round table 
discussions organized by the Centre for Democracy and Law Miko 
Tripalo, in March and December of 2019. Even if in Croatia these 
illiberal values never received enough citizen support (votes), as they 
did in Poland or Hungary, to enable a full illiberal backslide with 
legislative changes blatantly detrimental to media freedom (Surowiec 
& Štětka 2019; Surowiec, Kania-Lundholm & Winiarska-Brodowska 
2019), a change of the observed path towards growing illiberal politics 
was difficult to imagine.

We would learn soon that the next critical juncture was already 
in the making, and that the exogenous circumstance of the global 
pandemic of the new corona virus SARS-CoV-2 will affect the whole 
world. At the time of writing this text, in May 2020 Croatia is at the 
end of the first phase of dealing with the pandemic and the gradual 
opening of activities has started. The measures have so far successfully 
contained and reduced the spread of the COVID 19 disease with tele-
work and online-education, with closing of all service industries, with 
travel and public transport restrictions, and prohibited mass gathering, 
but no general quarantine or repressive measures apart from stay at 
home recommendations. The decision making about communication 
of the epidemic containment measures and reporting of the trends and 
events regarding the spread of the virus in the country was (as far as 
this is communicated with the public) entrusted to a team of university 
professors and medical doctors (including the health minister), and 
their daily news briefings are broadcast live. A preliminary assessment 
of the handling of the crisis in Croatia would positively evaluate the 
public trust that this had created, and the resulting willingness of the 
population to follow the recommendations that limited their rights of 
movement and public gathering (aided by police enforcement, mainly 
light, apart from a few widely reported incidents). While this text is 
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not about communicating in and about the pandemic crisis, which is 
a research task that will need to be approached in a focused and in-
terdisciplinary way, the pandemic did create a new important critical 
juncture which enables the conclusions of this text to remain open in 
regard to the illiberal backslide and media freedom. 

The text unfolds in three steps: first I clarify my use of historical 
institutionalism (HI) for the study of media freedom; next I reflect on 
the illiberal turn as a broader political trend in relation to the short-
comings of media freedom in Croatia in the recent period; finally, a 
reflection is offered on the democratic and media freedom prospects 
of the present critical juncture provided by the pandemic. The key 
argument of this chapter is that present-day media freedom is a result 
of policies and decisions that began the paths taken at certain previous 
critical junctures; they are difficult to change in normal times, but the 
path can more easily be shifted, for good or for bad, at the time of the 
critical junctures, just like the one we are living now.

2. The Historical Institutionalist Approach in Studying Media 
Freedom: Critical Junctures and Path Dependencies

One historical institutionalist (HI) study is particularly illuminat-
ing and provided a starting point for this analysis. It is the book by 
Acemoğlu and Robinson (2012), Why Nations Fail, in which they 
show how the repeated choice of repressive actions that created/
strengthened extractive institutions at several successive critical junc-
tures can explain the backwardness and low economic and political 
development of Eastern Europe. The first such critical juncture that 
they identify, in which the Eastern Europe diverged from the West, 
was the pandemic of the Bubonic plague in the 14th century. The 
elites in the countries like Poland and Hungary, and others in the re-
gion, introduced even harsher pressures on their peasants in what is 
known as the second serfdom, in an effort to extract from a smaller 
number of people the same benefits for themselves. In the West, the 
same challenge had largely the opposite response, the controls were 
relaxed, peasants were allowed more freedom, and this opened the 
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path to the development of market economy, the development of the 
cities, education and political freedoms. The parallel with the present 
pandemic obviously comes to mind.

HI approach for media system analysis is described elsewhere 
(Peruško 2013b; 2016; Bannerman & Haggart 2015; Peruško, Vozab, 
& uvalo 2021), and will only be summarized here. As an approach 
for studying social change, HI differs from the predominating linear 
social development theories, like the classic modernization theory, 
in that it develops a processual approach to social change (Sztompka 
1993). As a theoretical approach HI is mainly adopted in political 
science and sociology (Peters 2000). In communication and media 
studies it is less prevalent, partially also because the issue of (espe-
cially long term) social change is seldom the focus of communication 
and media studies (Stanyer & Mihelj 2016). HI is able to explain both 
the change and continuity in social processes, and is thus very useful 
exactly for the study of societies like Croatia and other CEE countries, 
which have suffered an inordinate amount of change in comparison 
to Western European states, yet the success of some of their changes, 
including democratization and media freedom, is seen as partial. By 
applying the HI approach we can explain long term changes in the 
circumstances as well as in the actions that shape historical conditions 
of the relationship of media and politics. 

Two key concepts from HI have already been mentioned. The no-
tion of critical juncture draws our attention to the fact of non-linearity 
of social processes, and to the fact that at some point in time, due to 
either exogenous or endogenous factors, or the combination of both, 
the existing social equilibrium is punctured and the prevailing power 
relations do not have the same degree of influence any more. This is 
the moment of revolutions like regime changes, or of communication 
revolutions where there is no regime change but a new policy window 
opens. Political scientists and sociologists have focused on the first 
(Mahoney 2000; Pierson & Skocpol 2002), communication scholars 
on the second (McChesney 2007; Humphreys 2012). Path dependen-
cy explains why change in institutions and values is so difficult, and 
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why sometimes even after revolutions, some institutional practices or 
values remain the same. Path dependency describes this institutional 
inertia. This process is the reason for pessimism about incremental 
development of media freedom in countries without prospects of crit-
ical junctures (which don’t have to be the kind of extinction events or 
regime changing revolutions; a virus pandemic will do).

The processual approach is another concept which is quickly grow-
ing fashionable in sociologically oriented communication research 
(Mihelj & Huxtable 2018). The processual approach is nothing more 
than the recognition that the paths taken at past critical junctures were 
contingent, and not inevitable, and that they provide conditions for 
action/policy in the present day. This stresses the contingency of social 
change (Sztompka 1993). One and the same exogenous circumstance, 
like the present pandemic, will bring different changes to different 
societies, based on a combination of their existing circumstance 
(including the presently felt influence of the longue durée) and the 
actions and policies implemented at the time of the critical juncture. 

In the long term historical view, three key critical junctures shaped 
media development in Croatia and the surrounding region: the fall of 
the feudal society and the advent of modern society (16th to the long 
19th century), the introduction of the socialist regime after WWII 
(1945-1990), and the demise of the one party communist rule and 
the transition to democracy from 1989 (Peruško 2016). Each of these 
major critical junctures brought about a regime change influencing the 
broader strokes of society together with the conditions for media devel-
opment. The fourth juncture is related to revolutions in communication 
and media technologies, institutions, and practices (Peruško, Vozab & 

uvalo 2021). The present communication revolution (McChesney 
2007), like almost all of the earlier communication revolutions, is 
global in nature but again with varied responses in different countries.

The longitudinal set theoretical study by Peruško, Vozab and u-
valo (2021) of six Southeast European media systems shows that the 
relatively successful development of democracy and media freedom 
in contemporary Croatia (even more so in Slovenia, in comparison 
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to the other former republics of the socialist federal Yugoslavia, the 
so called Western Balkans countries Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia, 
Montenegro and North Macedonia) is the result of a specific com-
bination of historical conditions and policy decisions in the media 
systems following the three regime change turning points. In terms of 
the longue durée, the favorable socio-economic and political condi-
tions of Croatia in the modernization period that contributed to better 
consolidation of democracy and media freedom in the post 1990s 
(similar as in Slovenia, they were favorable when comparing the six 
post-Yugoslav states), where the “Habsburg factor”, higher literacy 
rates, early development of printing and some industrial development, 
enabled in this period the development of the media and some degrees 
of professionalization of journalism. This development was contin-
ued in Croatia during the socialist period, where the accommodative 
pluralist political system (cf. Kitchelt et al 1999 on accommodative 
type of socialism) which included some development of civil society, 
dissent in the public sphere, and lower political parallelism with strong 
advertising development and the media market orientation, and con-
tributed to a media environment and media culture which was more 
diverse and open than is usually expected of socialist media systems 
(Peruško 2013a; Peruško, Vozab & uvalo, 2021). 

In the period of post socialist democratization three junctures can 
be identified: the first one is linked to the 1989 transition to democracy 
and is one of the main regime junctures mentioned above, the second 
mini juncture is linked to the year 2000, which marks the start of the 
democratic consolidation for Croatia (for some countries in the region 
the transition to democracy had a second start around that time), and 
the third juncture was seen in the southeast European region around 
2010. For Croatia, the juncture is linked to 2013, the year of the EU 
accession, but builds on the policies of the preceding decade in which 
the process of legislative adjustment for EU accession was taking 
place. Decisions made in relation to these junctures had the possibility 
to change or maintain the previous institutional path. 

Europske vrijednosti KB.indb   106 22/09/2020   12:34



107

Critical Junctures, Media Freedom, and Illiberal Turns

The comparative longitudinal study by Peruško, Vozab and uvalo 
(2021) found that in the countries of the region in the post-socialist 
democratization period, the policy of EU integration was a necessary 
condition for the higher development of the media market (in terms of 
size of print media and PSB audiences) in the post-1990 period. Poli-
cies that supported digital media infrastructure and digital switchover 
for television and media pluralism, introduced in the early 2000, also 
contributed to the development of the more developed media market in 
the present day. These policies were able to cancel out the unfavorable 
conditions of the first decade of the transition in Croatia (war fought 
on its own territory, and a degree of authoritarianism in government) 
in combination with the positive consolidation of democratic insti-
tutions and a lower level of clientelism and higher socio-economic 
development (in comparison to the four eastern neighbors) after 2000.

Media freedom is best understood as a construct of several variables 
– Kenny’s (2019) operationalization relies on a selection of variables 
from the international longitudinal V-Dem comparative expert survey 
(Coppedge et al. 2017) to describe and evaluate media freedom in 
different countries of the world. The variables included in Kenny’s 
(2019) analysis are freedom of expression, government censorship of 
the media, government censorship of the internet, media pluralism as 
a range of perspectives provided by the media, the degree or existence 
of the harassment of journalists, media self-censorship and media bias 
against the opposition parties or politics. Peruško, Vozab & uvalo 
(2021) show that higher media freedom in Southeast Europe (the 
fsQCA calibrations of media freedom based on the described variables 
are, on a scale of 0 to 1, where the closer the country is to 1 it has 
more freedom: 0,18 for Bosnia and Herzegovina, 0,65 for Croatia, 
0,23 for Montenegro, 0,07 for North Macedonia, 0,06 for Serbia, and 
0,94 for Slovenia) results from a combination of conditions including 
lower asymmetric parallelism and media capture, and higher market 
development with media policies that support media pluralism and 
digitalization. The study shows that in Croatia, a combination of 
more favorable longue durée structural conditions and positive media 
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policies promoting pluralism and digitalization after 2000 (Peruško 
2011) positively contributed to a media system which did not develop 
media capture or asymmetric political parallelism in which the right 
wing parties control mainstream commercial media (like in some 
other countries of the region). 

Media capture is also a concept which has increasingly been used 
to describe the lack of independence of the media in new democra-
cies through a collusion of media owners and governments (Schiffrin 
2017). Based on the understanding of media capture by Besley and Prat 
(2004) in that the “degree of media capture influences the information 
of voters and their voting decisions” (p. 3), media capture in Croatia 
was found to be low after 2000 because of the high share of foreign 
owners in mainstream media, low rouge state advertising practices, the 
relatively regular political turnaround at elections and (comparatively 
in regional terms at least) low pressure on journalists (Peruško, Vozab 
& uvalo 2021). The same study found that low media capture is 
one of the necessary conditions for higher media freedom, alongside 
the resolved stateness issue, consolidated liberal democracy, EU in-
tegration and the state policy of support for the digital infrastructure. 
In the last two decades in Croatia, the development of asymmetric 
parallelism in which the right wing parties have their own media 
supporters while center and left parties rely on the mainstream media 
(Faris 2017) was mainly absent in the largely professional and not 
systematically biased mainstream legacy commercial media. While 
the findings of this comprehensive study explain why a comparatively 
better situation in the media system developed in Croatia than in the 
other countries of the Southeast European region (save Slovenia who 
shows better scores on many recent conditions), we cannot overlook 
a number of worrying developments regarding media freedom after 
2014 that can be analyzed in the context of broader regional and in-
ternational illiberal tendencies.
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3. The Illiberal Turn and Media Freedom 

The infamous quote by the Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orbán 
first defined the idea of illiberal democracy in Europe, in a speech he 
gave in Romania in July 2014. He said (quoted in Keane 2015: 249):

“we are parting ways with western European dogmas, making 
ourselves independent from them ... we have to abandon liberal meth-
ods and principles of organizing a society. The new state that we are 
building is an illiberal state, a non-liberal state.” 

Although in 1999 the number of illiberal democracies was seen 
to be in decline, in the period under examination in this chapter the 
number seems to be on the rise again, especially in Eastern Europe 
where the transition to democracy was performed the quickest in 
comparison to other third wave transitions (Schneider & Schmitter 
2004). For the first time an EU country is classified as an electoral 
authoritarian regime (Hungary), the majority of the world population 
live in autocracies again, Eastern Europe is at the lowest point since 
1990s but autocratization is also affecting countries like the USA, and 
the attacks on the freedom of the media are recorded in 31 countries, 
up from 19 just two years ago (Lührmann et al 2020). In the “third 
wave of autocratization” (Lührmann & Lindberg 2019) the number 
of liberal democracies in the world fell from 45 to 37.

The media are the first visible victims, as well as pressure points, 
of illiberal democracies. They belong to several key indicators of 
democratization at the liberalization stage of post-authoritarian re-
gimes when “there is an independent press and access to alternative 
means of information that are tolerated by the government” (Schneider 
& Schmitter 2004: 6). In Croatia and the other CEE countries, the turn 
of 1989/90 is often considered to be the period of the freest media, and 
post-socialist Europe is generally evaluated as having allowed access 
to the media in this period the fastest, when compared to other third 
wave transitions (Schneider & Schmitter 2004). In the consolidation 
phase of post-autocratic democracy, a formal or an informal agreement 
on the rules of governing and ownership and access to the media was 
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expected (Schneider & Schmitter 2004: 10). This had proved to be 
one of the most difficult tasks, especially in regard to governance of 
public service televisions. PSB is after thirty years still one of the most 
problematic issues in Southeast European countries (Irion & Jusić 
2018), especially in those in which there is no clear political consensus 
to establish this type of independent broadcasting services (Peruško 
2020). The rules of democratic media governance and access to the 
media were also the first where reversals were seen when democratic 
backsliding or illiberal tendencies developed (Mechkova et al 2017). 

In CEE media landscapes the trend of illiberalism manifests itself 
in congruence with the rise of populist leaders and their control of 
television and in the reshaping of the public service media (Surowiec 
& Štětka 2019). Evidence of illiberal trends in the media is likened 
to the notion of state media capture, extending especially to the ex-
ecutive capture of media policy (example of Poland, in Surowiec, 
Kania-Lundholm & Winiarska-Brodowska 2019), and state actions 
that include censorship, capture of the media market, rogue adver-
tising, and market distortion as a consequence (example of Hungary, 
Bátorfy & Urbán 2020).

4. The Current State of Affairs in Croatia

While Croatia was in the past years poised on the cusp (Mujkanović 
2019), it escaped the illiberal backslide (Bieber 2020), partly because 
the conservative HDZ and other more radical right wing parties nev-
er gained such a prevalence in the Croatian Parliament. Obviously, 
although the radical illiberal voices are very loud, and corrosive in 
places where they have the opportunity to exercise power (the space 
of the NGO’s or the so called civil society has been increasingly 
populated by the right, similarly to Hungary, cf. Greskovits 2020), 
they are not prevalent in the Croatian political body. In the absence 
of this, the relatively positive media policy framework introduced at 
the 2000 critical juncture enabled enough investigative journalism, 
independent media outlets and a diverse media scene, to force out, 
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mainly in relation to various corruption related topics, eight govern-
ment ministers in the past few years. This role of the media was in the 
year preceding the current pandemic critical juncture often debated 
(especially in the digital public sphere of Twitter and Facebook) as the 
only democratic institution that actually works in Croatia. This does 
not, paradoxically, belittle the dire situation of most journalists in Cro-
atia, both in terms of their precarious job positions, uncertain salaries, 
influence by owners or political interests or the changes brought onto 
journalism by the new digital media environment and the social media 
(Peruško, uvalo & Vozab 2016). Likewise, the economic situation 
of commercial media is notoriously difficult, with the transfer of print 
to digital going better for some than for the others. Media in Croatia 
face also the same challenges as the media in other EU members, 
primarily in terms of the changing audience practices related to social 
media, platforms and apps that are the new form of institutionalized 
entry into the public sphere. This transformation of the public sphere 
brings new challenges of inclusiveness and credibility, in addition to 
challenging the business model of legacy news production. 

Four areas were identified in the introduction to this chapter as the 
most alarming in these recent pressures on the media. Recent negative 
examples related to freedom of expression and the media, are the ex-
amples of path dependencies of the longue durée from the time of the 
Habsburg monarchy but also from the 1990s. The present increase in 
the number of law suits for libel and “shaming” against the journalists 
has not seen such a steep increase since the 1990s, when this was one 
of the tools of the government in subduing the media. According to 
the latest report by the Croatian Journalist Association, more than 905 
cases against journalists are active at the moment (early 2020), filed 
by prominent public or political figures. Of these, 44 are based on 
the Penal Code, the rest based on the Law on the Media (for libel and 
slander)1. These SLAP law suits have the aim to pressure the media. 

1 https://www.hnd.hr/hnd-ova-anketa-u-hrvatskoj-aktivno-najmanje-905-tuzbi-protiv-
novinara-i-medija
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As another longue durée example, we again have the police as an 
actor in the practices of repression of freedom of expression. A re-
cent instance is the court judgment2  against a journalist for tweeting 
A.C.A.B. (i.e. all cops are bastards) as a comment, for which he was 
found guilty of insulting the police and fined. The same journalist 
was sued (also by the police) for the satirical change of lyrics in an 
historical poem, published on his twitter account. These actions were 
filed not on the basis of media legislature and libel articles, but on the 
basis of the Misdemeanor Code where the Tweets were treated in the 
same way as public disturbance of peace. Satire is another genre that 
has been repeatedly subject to censure in Croatia, where satirical TV 
programs are sued for slander. 

The situation with the public service broadcaster HRT became es-
pecially troublesome in 2015 and 2016, after the coalition government 
of HDZ (led by the right wing extremists Tomislav Karamarko) and 
the party Most came to power, and installed an extreme right wing 
politician for the minister of culture who immediately proceeded to 
dismantle state aid to non-profit civil sector media (at that time predom-
inantly left and critical). The governing right-wing coalition proceeded 
to change the CEO of HRT, who then changed the whole top tier of 
editors in the public service television and radio, canceled well-known 
programs led or produced by independent and professional journalists, 
and introduced a revisionist propaganda in many of its programs. This 
policy was starting to backfire – HRT had lost its ability to be a suc-
cessful “ideological machine” because its obvious loss of independence 
has brought the loss of credibility necessary to perform its expected 
ideological role of legitimating the government – HR radio is ranked 
in the fifth place and HTV in the seventh place regarding trust in the 
news media in Croatia (Peruško 2019: 77).

While this government was soon replaced in an extraordinary 
election one year later, and Karamarko was ousted as the party pres-
ident in the ensuing HDZ election, the conservative HDZ came to 

2 https://www.jutarnji.hr/vijesti/hrvatska/odgodeno-izricanje-presude-novinaru-zbog-
prerade-vile-velebita-policija-na-sud-poslala-ispravak-optuznog-prijedloga-terete-ga-
zbog-jos-jedne-pjesme/9379895/
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power again, with an ostensibly moderate prime minister with an EU 
diplomatic background. The new minister of culture was also seen as 
a moderate. Neither of these changes influenced much the situation 
with the law suits, HRT, or the non-profit civic media. To the contrary, 
state support was further reduced and the EU funds earmarked for the 
civic media sector have not been distributed to date.

Although conservative, right wing and illiberal tendencies were 
always present in the Croatian body politic (as in any European one, 
always in competition with the liberal and progressive political and 
social values), the illiberal path that we can identify today started with 
the election of the president Grabar Kitarović in 2014, supported by 
Karamarko. Within the HDZ the more centrist values were confront-
ed with the radical right, and the centrist stream was seen to prevail 
with the new party president and prime minister in 2016. Judging by 
their actions and policies in the media field, though, the illiberal path 
was not really changed by the election of the Plenković government 
in 2016. The media policy promoted by the current conservative 
government has continued to hold up the distribution of EU social 
fund money intended for non-profit media, has not reintroduced the 
special funding for non-profit media introduced by the Ministry of 
Culture during the previous social democrat-led government. It also 
obviously supports a conservative ideology in the media programing 
of the public service broadcaster (an increase in religious programs 
is visible, for example). 

Illiberalism in Croatia is also seen in the policies, values and prac-
tices of the ruling party and uncivil society. The proposal of a new 
Law on Electronic Media3  also includes (in the first draft of the law 
which is at this time of writing this paper in the first reading in the 
parliament) an obligation for the electronic media, which can be fined 
with hundred thousand to one million kuna (i.e. 15.000 to 150.000 
Euro), if the events are not “faithfully conveyed” or different opinions 
“adequately represented”, if the news are not truthful or impartial, 
and do not “encourage free shaping of opinion” (article 16). After 

3  https://esavjetovanja.gov.hr/ECon/MainScreen?entityId=13393
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an outcry by the Croatian Journalist Association, among others, the 
minister of culture said that this was a technical mistake and will not 
be part of the final proposal4 . Earlier ideas included a Media Council, 
which would sanction libel and other transgressions in the print media, 
but this idea seems to have been abandoned together with the idea of 
presenting a “media strategy”. 

5. Without a Conclusion – Reflections on the Ongoing 
Opportunity of the COVID-19 Pandemic Critical Juncture

Suddenly, in the midst of the ongoing crisis, the future illiberal 
path in this country seems less likely (or perhaps this is just wishful 
thinking on the basis of a very small sample of activities). It is a cer-
tainty, though, that as the plague in the 14th century was a common 
exogenous circumstance to which the responses of different countries 
varied – throwing Eastern Europe into second serfdom while improv-
ing the lives of peasants in Western Europe, which put them on the 
road of development, democracy, and freedom (Acemoğlu & Robinson 
2012), the paths taken by different states in regard to managing the 
COVID-19 pandemic will be different. For some, the illiberal turn has 
already been strengthened with dictatorial moves (Hungary, Serbia). 
In Croatia, the professional team of medical doctors who were the 
face of the first pandemic response, their daily press conferences and 
frank answers to all the journalists questions, and genuine praise for 
journalist work in informing about the epidemic, seemed like a break 
with the previous stance. For the moment it may look like the previous 
practice of denigrating journalists has been abandoned.

On the other hand, the proposals of the government to introduce 
phone location tracking as a way to follow infected people (this is 
still in the legislative proposal in the first reading in the parliament, 
but it seems like the government has abandoned the idea) was met 
with the resistance by the opposition parties and especially the critical 
public. The instinct to introduce more controls is obviously there in 

4 http://hr.n1info.com/Vijesti/a505675/Obuljen-Korzinek-Mise-i-kazalista-su-
neusporedivi.html
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the ruling party, but they had to retreat after public protest – reported 
by the media who, in spite of the pressures outlined above, and the 
economic difficulties, continue to provide a good coverage of the 
epidemic response as well as the political sphere. We will see in the 
next period whether this new critical juncture brought to Croatia the 
necessary incentive to steer back towards democracy, media inde-
pendence, and freedom.
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