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ABSTRACT 

The main purpose of the paper is to find the “geopolitical” in the selected, European populist 

parties’ political programs that we have analysed here, with a specific focus on Neo-

Malthusianism and “invasion threat” scenarios, described in R. D. Kaplan's famous paper The 

Coming Anarchy: Shattering the Dreams of the Post-Cold War (1994). Indulged by the rising 

tide of right-wing populist parties in most European countries, which has especially been visible 

since the full scale of the migrant crisis that exploded in 2015, we decided to find the similarities 

between the excerpts of the programs that refer to the situation in Northern Africa and Central 

Africa (Sahel), and Kaplan’s afore-mentioned paper, which has been mostly regarded as Neo-

Malthusianist by its character and increasingly defensive by its posture, hence it introduces the 

birth rates of African countries and the projections about the population increase in the coming 

decades as a threat to the developed world and a fuel to the illegal, primarily towards Europe-

oriented migration, combined with chaos, poverty and anarchy in the societies of the African 

Sahel, concomitantly combining these with the recommendation for the “defence” of the 

developed world against the rising tide of illegal migrants, infectious diseases etc. To these 

dangers, from today’s perspective, we could add radical Islamist terrorism, which has widely 

spread geographically and increased its intensity in the last two decades, and perfectly fits into 

“endangerment” scenarios, enabling a wide-spread geopolitical discourse and practice of 

securitization. A logical question also comes up: Did Kaplan’s famous work inspire the rise of 

the modern right-with populism in Europe (and in the U.S.A., Brasil etc.) fuelled by Neo-

Malthusianism which he advocates, and are the conditions in Africa and the Middle East to 

partially blame for that? We have analysed the Alternative for Germany (die Alternative für 
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Deutschland – AfD) and the League (Lega, former Lega Nord) programs in the original 

respective languages, by using critical discourse analysis in order to find the exact citations that 

are Neo-Malthusianist by their character and/or defensive by posture, and compare these with 

the ones found in Kaplan’s work. 

Keywords: Coming Anarchy, Neo-Malthusianism, defence, immigration, populism, 

Alternative für Deutschland (AfD), Lega. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The main purpose of the paper is to find the “geopolitical” in the selected, European populist 

parties’ political programs that we have analysed, with a specific focus on Neo-Malthusianism 

and “invasion threat” scenarios, described in R. D. Kaplan's famous, albeit due to its Neo-

Malthusianist ideas, from critical geopoliticians contested paper The Coming Anarchy: 

Shattering the Dreams of the Post-Cold War (1994). 

Indulged by the rising tide of right-wing parties in most European countries, commonly referred 

to as right-wing populists, which has especially been visible since the full scale of the migrant 

crisis that exploded in 2015, we decided to find the similarities between the excerpts of the 

programs that refer to the situation in Northern Africa and Central Africa (Sahel), and Kaplan’s 

afore-mentioned paper, which has been mostly regarded as Neo-Malthusianist. “It is Thomas 

Malthus, the philosopher of demographic doomsday, who is now the prophet of West Africa's 

future. And West Africa's future, eventually, will also be that of most of the rest of the world.”, 

writes Kaplan in his Coming Anarchy. Additionally, citing Homer-Dixon (1991), Kaplan 

embraces the apology for Neo-Malthusianists: “Neo-Malthusians may underestimate human 

adaptability in today's environmental-social system, but as time passes their analysis may 

become ever more compelling.” Kaplan’s work is indeed by its character Neo-Malthusianist 

and increasingly defensive by its posture, hence it introduces the birth rates of African countries 

and the projections about the population increase in the coming decades as a threat to the 

developed world and a fuel to the illegal, primarily towards Europe-oriented migration, 

combined with chaos, poverty and anarchy in the societies of the African Sahel, concomitantly 

combining these with the recommendation for the “defence” of the developed world of the 

Global North against the rising tide of illegal migrants, infectious diseases etc. To these dangers, 

from today’s perspective, we could add radical Islamist terrorism, which has widely spread 

geographically and increased its intensity in the last two decades, and perfectly fits into 

“endangerment” scenarios, enabling a wide-spread geopolitical discourse and practice of 

securitization.  

 

EUROPEAN POPULISM AND THE NEW POPULISM: DO VIABLE DEFINITIONS 

EXIST? 

Populism, whether translated into isolated criticism or broader-spectrum pressures directed at 

the government, public administration sectors, or private organizations relevant to economic or 



social life, is by its lack of scientific basis and consistency with other values and measures that 

it also advocates, a disruptive factor in the functioning of the political system. Particularly in 

democratic systems, populism represents a departure from the normative channels provided for 

the definition of the general interest and for social and political change, disregarding the 

fundamental rights of liberty and equality and tolerance, guaranteeing the dignity of the human 

person and also endangering the rule of law that safeguards them. The attractive ideas of 

populism are spread virally in practically every domain of human action, at the micro and macro 

levels. Consequently, the remedies should be spread as well, from refining philosophical 

theories on the criteria of what should be a fairer and at the same time freer society, to the 

concrete application of policies that promote greater economic development, greater 

distribution of wealth and greater security, or raising the educational and cultural level of the 

peoples.  

It is often noted in the literature that it is not easy to give a comprehensive and sufficiently 

comprehensive definition of populism. Nevertheless, Germani (1978: 88) gives us a description 

of the main notes that characterize this phenomenon, at a political and social time, however, 

avoiding indicating its differentia specifica: “Populism itself tends to deny any identification or 

classification with the right/left dichotomy. It is a multi-class movement, although not all multi-

class movements can be considered populist. Populism probably refuses any comprehensive 

definition and usually includes contrasting components, such as the demand for equal political 

rights, and the participation of all people in political life, but mixed with some kind of 

authoritarianism, often under charismatic leadership. It also includes at least claims of social 

justice, a vigorous defence of small property, strong nationalist components, and a refusal of 

the importance of social class, accompanied by the affirmation of the rights of the people against 

the group of privileged interests considered usually as enemies of the people and the nation. 

Any of these elements may be emphasized according to cultural or social conditions, but all are 

present in most populist movements. Laclau (2005: 4) gives more examples of other authors 

who, similarly, try to obviate the difficulty of giving precise definitions. Also takes the 

opportunity to point out that the obstacles encountered are due to the methodologies used (Ibid: 

4 and segments). Laclau’s sophisticated construction rests on the concept of the people as the 

main collective actor in the political system whose dynamism remembers, although remotely, 

some aspects of the rational and critical discourse on the “public sphere” of Habermas’ (1962) 

seminal book on structural transformation from the public sphere. 

Beyond the methodological difficulties or errors mentioned by Laclau (2005: 4), as to the way 

of cutting and working the reality that should be studied when talking about populism, 

establishing the boundaries of its specificity, it must be recognized that this reality diverges 

appreciably depending on what we see as demonstrations or movements that are qualified as 

populist in the United States or Europe. The former do not seem to be able to move within a 

purely dualistic framework, where the people embrace the entire people of the American 

federated states and the elites include all the political representatives belonging to the 

government in Washington or even the high functionalism of the federal agencies. Ultimately, 

populism has its raison d'être and directs its criticism at the shortcomings of representative 

democracy that do not reflect the thinking and will of the people. Because of the manipulation 



and self-interest of the elites, the proper functioning of the institute of representation is 

distorted, and thus the people are not present, unable to make them heard in the decisions that 

must correspond to their needs and demands. This is not the case only when the populist 

movement reaches sufficient strength to achieve a binding referendum, or is respected as if it 

were still overcoming any obstacles that the constitution of the state in which it is located, or if 

transform or control a strong nationwide party. In Europe, the smaller territorial dimension of 

each state and its coincident political system facilitates the construction of the concept of the 

people as a single entity that opposes the political elites, which are also subject to a unitary 

reduction in their role of political representation consequent decision-making on behalf of the 

former. The EU, with its mixed tendencies of federalism and confederation, takes on the role 

of the Member States within its own competences and replaces them as the target of criticism 

of the poor functioning of representative democracy and its bureaucracy. It also provides a 

particularly favourable target for the exacerbated manifestation of nationalisms in each country. 

However, the interpretive schemes of populism of movements and parties, valid for the member 

states, are mutatis mutandis equally valid for the EU. 

Populism in Europe at the beginning of the 21st century, as in the United States, among other 

states, and for much of the same causes, has increased enormously. Indeed, also in European 

states, globalization and the economic and financial crisis have reduced investment, impeding 

or retarding economic development and increasing unemployment. As a result, a sense of 

uncertainty about the future became widespread in the countries of the south and east of the 

EU, reinforced by the restrictive effects of the austerity measures that their governments were 

forced to apply. The Euro crisis, the risk of bankruptcy stemming from the unsustainability of 

the external debt faced by Greece and Portugal, the weakness of the financial institutions of 

Ireland and Spain, and the doubts that have begun to be raised about the medium-term resistance 

of the financial systems. In the Middle East, the increasing disorder that has arisen in the region 

with the creation of the Islamic State and its military and terrorist actions, the intensification of 

the war in Syria and Iraq, the rise of contenders in the area, including Russian, Turkish and 

Russian interventions. This immigration causes serious problems of reception in the countries 

of arrival, and then also difficulties in their transfer to the states where they will establish 

permanent residence. These problems have serious political repercussions, either in the 

countries of disembarkation, in the countries of transit or in the final destination, because of 

difficulties in cultural, religious or historical coexistence or because of fear of competition in 

the labour market or with immigrants infiltrating also as Islamic terrorists. 

Difficulties in border control over the number of immigrants fleeing the military conflicts and 

insecurity in their countries, fear of their permanent settlement and competition in the labour 

market and unpleasant historical reminiscences, have led governments supported by right-wing 

parties or far-right, in Orban’s Hungary, Kaczynski’s Poland, in Italy through the influential 

Salvini’s Lega and now in Kurz’s Austria in coalition with the Austrian Freedom Party (FPÖ) 

to adopt violating policies fundamental rights and liberal democracy upheld by the EU. In 

Greece, the far left SYRIZA party, led by Tsipras, born of the reaction to the austerity imposed 

by the “Troika”, makes the old Socialist Party irrelevant and tries in vain to break free from the 

conditionality imposed by that tax. In Spain, for the same reasons and with the same policy of 



reaction to the austerity policy and the defence of the euro, we can, though unable to come to 

power. In Portugal, with less political relevance, it is the same orientation that inspires the Left 

Bloc, which, in 2015, together with the Communist Party, belongs to the parliamentary coalition 

that, with a majority with the Socialist Party, supports the current Government of Antonio 

Costa. Marine Le Pen, the leader of the National Front, the party of the French right, presented 

herself, before Macron’s surprising success, as a serious candidate for victory in the last 

presidential election, raising fears about the survival of the European project. 

Particularly significant are her considerations regarding the outbreak of Islamic 

fundamentalism, for which its appearance blames the wars in Iraq, Libya and Syria. Le Pen 

(2006) calls for national border control to prevent the massive entry of Muslim migrants and 

with them the infiltration of terrorists, and calls for the extinction of automatic granting of 

French nationality to the Muslims born in French territory. Mrs Le Pen’s general position can 

be summed up in an exasperated and uncritical defence of the French state's nationalism, its 

independence in international politics and economic affairs, and a consequent deep aversion to 

the EU and the Euro, even to the point that it has progressively become a kind of “European 

Soviet Union”.  Brexit is a good example of populism in its articulation with direct democracy 

through the use of the referendum, the preceding public discussion, and the continuing political 

debate, after its completion. In an article in the Economist, in the Bagehot section, it is very 

critical and published months after the popular consultation, against the background of the 

traditional classical position of the English constitutionalists on the sovereignty of the British 

Parliament, as expressed by Allison (2013) in the Dicey II Lecture of his work Lectures 

Introductory to the Study of the Law of the Constitution and in his specific commentary on the 

referendum in the new introduction to the 8th edition. 

Considering the strengthening of right-wing populism in the EU, social scientist Alexander 

Häusler, was asked by Goethe-Institute about the causes and consequences of this right turn 

and the possible strategies to counteract it. Häusler points out that the success of right-wing 

parties is due, as one of their reasons, to the euro crisis. In addition to the Euro crisis, the number 

of refugees has been steadily increasing since mid-2015 and European states are unable to find 

a rational solution valid for the entire continent. Behind the success of far-right parties would 

also be a serious crisis of political representation, which would enable right-wing populists to 

offer nationalist responses to the crisis of the European model. Asked what would be the 

difference between right-wing extremists and neo-Nazis, Häusler points out that there are in 

Europe far-right parties that present themselves as right-wing populists, as well as right-wing 

populist parties that do not come from the far right. The most dangerous party in Western 

Europe would be the National Front in France, which, at least since the change of leadership, 

has taken a clearly populist right-wing orientation. This broad spectrum could also be observed 

in the European Parliament. Häusler considers the AfD to be a partisan political ceiling for 

various segments to the right of the Christian Democratic Union (CDU), the party of Prime 

Minister Merkel. At the party's founding in 2013, an environment for economic liberalization 

in line with the party founder Bernd Lucke dominated the bench. And it was not only since the 

change of leadership in 2015 that the party began to congregate both former conservative 



nationalist members of the CDU and the Christian Social Union (CSU), disappointed with their 

respective seats, as well as an extreme right nationalist segment. 

 

METHODOLOGY AND PREVIOUS RESEARCH 

Geopolitical discourses, whether offensive, defensive, environmental etc., although with the 

need to be presented as “neutral” and “objective” are neither objective, nor neutral, scientific, 

unbiased reflections of reality and an actual situation in a single society nor are they “natural” 

by their character and origin, but are products of geopolitical vision of their own creators (and 

their origin, race, sex, age, social status), so are political programs expressions of geopolitical 

discourses, developed for a specific purpose. Therefore, it is necessary to research the 

geopolitical discourses given the context of involvement in the broader socio-political context 

that has influenced the design of individual discourses. Hence the main purpose of this paper is 

to find the elements of Neo-Malthusianism, as well as “invasion threat” and “endangerment” 

scenarios in the standing election programs, developed for the national parliamentary elections, 

of the most prominent right wing populist parties in Germany and Italy, the Alternative for 

Germany (die Alternative für Deutschland – AfD, hereafter: the AfD) and the League (Lega, 

former Lega Nord, hereafter the Lega), we have analysed these programs – the full Program of 

the AfD, was developed for the 2017 general elections in Germany, which were held on 

September 24th, whilst the Program of the Lega, was developed for 2018 general elections in 

Italy, held on March 3rd, 2018) in the original respective languages by using critical discourse 

analysis (hereafter CDA) in order to find the exact citations that are neo-Malthusianist by their 

character and/or defensive by posture, and compare these with the ones found in Kaplan’s work. 

Critical discourse analysis is particularly appropriate for critical policy analysis hence it allows 

a detailed investigation of the relationship of language to other social processes, and of how 

language works within power relations. CDA provides a framework for a systematic analysis—

researchers can go beyond speculation and demonstrate how policy texts work‖ (Taylor, 2004: 

436). Meyer and Wodak have developed a critical discourse analysis in geopolitics (Dahlman, 

Brunn, 2003), which gives special attention to narration techniques. Critical discourse analysis 

uses the terms such as power, dominance, hegemony, ideology, class, gender, discrimination, 

interest, reproduction, institutions, social structure, social order, apart from some other 

analytical ideas, such as the central idea about the social power of groups or institutions, defined 

primarily through the frameworks of control in the society (van Dijk, 2001: 354; Kurecic, 2015: 

248). 

Although CDA offers many possibilities for analysis of the abundant and accessible materials 

such as policy papers, political programs, political speeches etc., critical discourse studies in 

political science are seldom, hence it is among the few social disciplines in which discourse 

analysis has remained virtually unknown. Therefore, most of the work in which CDA was used 

has so far been carried out by linguists and discourse analysts. 

 

 



ANALYSIS AND RESULTS 

 

Neo-Malthusianist, “invasion threat” and “endangerment” statements found in R.D. 

Kaplan’s The Coming Anarchy 

Neo-Malthusianist statements “Invasion threat” and “endangerment” 

statements 

Designed for a pastoral way of life, polygamy 

continues to thrive in sub-Saharan Africa even though 

it is increasingly uncommon in Arab North Africa. 

Most youths I met on the road in West Africa told me 

that they were from "extended" families, with a mother 

in one place and a father in another. Translated to an 

urban environment, loose family structures are largely 

responsible for the world's highest birth rates and the 

explosion of the HIV virus on the continent. Like the 

communalism and animism, they provide a weak 

shield against the corrosive social effects of life in 

cities. In those cities African culture is being redefined 

while desertification and deforestation—also tied to 

overpopulation—drive more and more African 

peasants out of the countryside. 

West Africa is becoming the symbol of worldwide 

demographic, environmental, and societal stress, in 

which criminal anarchy emerges as the real "strategic" 

danger. Disease, overpopulation, unprovoked crime, 

scarcity of resources, refugee migrations, the 

increasing erosion of nation-states and international 

borders, and the empowerment of private armies, 

security firms, and international drug cartels are now 

most tellingly demonstrated through a West African 

prism. West Africa provides an appropriate 

introduction to the issues, often extremely unpleasant 

to discuss, that will soon confront our civilization. 

It is Thomas Malthus, the philosopher of 

demographic doomsday, who is now the prophet of 

West Africa's future. And West Africa's future, 

eventually, will also be that of most of the rest of the 

world. 

Just as there will be environmentally driven wars and 

refugee flows, there will be environmentally induced 

praetorian regimes—or, as he puts it, “hard regimes.” 

Fifty-five percent of the Ivory Coast's population is 

urban, and the proportion is expected to reach 62 

percent by 2000. The yearly net population growth is 

3.6 percent. This means that the Ivory Coast's 13.5 

million people will become 39 million by 2025, when 

much of the population will consist of urbanized 

peasants like those of Chicago. But don't count on the 

Ivory Coast's still existing then. 

As refugee flows increase and as peasants continue 

migrating to cities around the world—turning them 

into sprawling villages—national borders will mean 

less, even as more power will fall into the hands of less 

educated, less sophisticated groups. In the eyes of 

these uneducated but newly empowered millions, the 

real borders are the most tangible and intractable ones: 

those of culture and tribe. (Kaplan citing Huntington’s 

Clash of Civilizations, author’s remark) 

Given that oil-rich Nigeria is a bellwether for the 

region—its population of roughly 90 million equals 

the populations of all the other West African states 

combined—it is apparent that Africa faces cataclysms 

that could make the Ethiopian and Somalian famines 

pale in comparison. This is especially so because 

Nigeria's population, including that of its largest city, 

Lagos, whose crime, pollution, and overcrowding 

make it the cliché par excellence of Third World urban 

dysfunction, is set to double during the next twenty-

five years, while the country continues to deplete its 

natural resources. 

Whatever the laws, refugees find a way to crash 

official borders, bringing their passions with them, 

meaning that Europe and the United States will be 

weakened by cultural disputes. 

In twenty-eight years, Guinea's population will double 

if growth goes on at current rates. 

Beyond its stark, clearly articulated message, Islam's 

very militancy makes it attractive to the downtrodden. 

It is the one religion that is prepared to fight. A 

political era driven by environmental stress, increased 

cultural sensitivity, unregulated urbanization, and 

refugee migrations is an era divinely created for the 

spread and intensification of Islam, already the world's 

fastest-growing religion. 



Over the next fifty years the earth's population will 

soar from 5.5 billion to more than nine billion. Though 

optimists have hopes for new resource technologies 

and free-market development in the global village, 

they fail to note that, as the National Academy of 

Sciences has pointed out, 95 percent of the population 

increase will be in the poorest regions of the world, 

where governments now—just look at Africa—show 

little ability to function, let alone to implement even 

marginal improvements. Homer-Dixon writes, 

ominously: “Neo-Malthusians may underestimate 

human adaptability in today's environmental-

social system, but as time passes their analysis may 

become ever more compelling.” 

Much of the Arab world, however, will undergo 

alteration, as Islam spreads across artificial frontiers, 

fuelled by mass migrations into the cities and a soaring 

birth rate of more than 3.2 percent. Seventy percent of 

the Arab population has been born since 1970—

youths with little historical memory of anticolonial 

independence struggles, postcolonial attempts at 

nation-building, or any of the Arab-Israeli wars. 

Given that in 2025 India's population could be close to 

1.5 billion, that much of its economy rests on a 

shrinking natural-resource base, including 

dramatically declining water levels, and that 

communal violence and urbanization are spiralling 

upward, it is difficult to imagine that the Indian state 

will survive the next century. 

There is a wealth of data showing the sheer frequency 

of war, especially in the developing world since the 

Second World War. Physical aggression is a part of 

being human. Only when people attain a certain 

economic, educational, and cultural standard is this 

trait tranquilized. In light of the fact that 95 percent of 

the earth's population growth will be in the poorest 

areas of the globe, the question is not whether there 

will be war (there will be a lot of it) but what kind of 

war. 

With as much as 65 percent of its land dependent on 

intensive irrigation, with wide-scale deforestation, and 

with a yearly population growth of 2.7 percent (which 

ensures that the amount of cultivated land per rural 

inhabitant will plummet), Pakistan is becoming a more 

and more desperate place. As irrigation in the Indus 

River basin intensifies to serve two growing 

populations, Muslim-Hindu strife over falling water 

tables may be unavoidable. 

 

 

The most relevant Neo-Malthusianist, “invasion threat” and “endangerment” statements 

found in The AfD full program 

Neo-Malthusianist statements “Invasion threat” and “endangerment” 

statements 

While the European population is aging and shrinking, 

the population in Africa and in the Arab-Muslim 

countries of the Middle East is exploding. In Africa, 

every woman gives birth to an average of 4.5 children. 

At the same time, child mortality is falling sharply 

thanks to international aid. By contrast, the birth rate 

in Europe is 1.6 – in Germany even only 1.4. 

This means that by 2050, the population of Africa, 

including all Arab countries, will grow from 1.2 

billion today to 2.4 billion. The approximately 590 

million people currently living in Europe will reduce 

in number to around 540 million in the same period, 

of which one-third will be over 60 years old. In 

relation to prosperous Europe, Africa is a poorhouse 

in the world. For both reasons - the population growth 

of Africa and the prosperity gap with Europe - there is 

a migration pressure that has dimensions of a 

migration of peoples. Social geographers have long 

been able to quantify this migration pressure. (p. 37) 

In the Arab world, 23 percent of the population is 

considered willing to emigrate, in sub-Saharan Africa 

about 37 percent. In absolute terms, these are currently 

around 350 million people willing to migrate, mostly 

young men. By 2050, their number will increase to 

around 950 million. An increasing number of so-called 

"failed states" and missing birth controls contribute to 

this almost insoluble situation. 

Against this problem background, it is obvious that 

migratory movements from Africa to Europe can, to 

the extent expected, destabilize our continent within a 

few years. Flat rates of immigration for part of the 

populations willing to emigrate are ethically 

irresponsible, because at the same time the vast 

majority are rejected. Political demands in this regard 

are therefore pseudo-humanitarian and self-

destructive. 

Individual protection and asylum guarantees were 

created in 1949 for persecuted individuals. They 



promise the impossible in today's conditions of mass, 

globalized migration. They cannot be sustained. 

The aim of the AfD is self-preservation, not self-

destruction of our state and people. (p. 37) 

Family and demographic policies, in particular an 

“active family policy”, and the reduction of the brain 

drain of qualified workers from Germany should have 

priority over immigration. We want to decide for 

ourselves who comes to us, and only allow qualified 

immigration as needed. Determining the quality and 

quantity of immigration is an outstanding feature of 

state sovereignty; that must also apply to Germany. (p. 

38) 

The borders must be closed immediately in order to 

end the unregulated mass immigration into our country 

and its social systems by asylum seekers who are 

mostly unemployed, as soon as possible. Successful 

adaptation of all these people, including a significant 

proportion of illiterates, is impossible. In this regard, 

we need a minus immigration over several years. 

 (p. 38) 

Islam does not belong to Germany. The AfD sees a 

great danger to our state, our society and our system 

of values in the spread of Islam and the presence of 

more than five million Muslims, whose numbers are 

constantly growing. Former Chancellor Schmidt has 

correctly recognized this fact in his political 

assessment and formulated it already in 2008: 

“Whoever wants to increase the numbers of Muslims 

in Germany, accepts an increasing endangerment to 

our inner peace.” (p. 45) 

An asylum application should only be allowed to ask 

who proves his identity. All rejected asylum seekers 

are due to their countries of origin. The federal 

government should be responsible for ensuring a 

uniform administrative practice and overcoming the 

denial of non-cooperative states. We also call for an 

annual minimum shedding rate. 

If the countries of origin refuse to allow their citizens 

to return, pressure must be put on these countries, for 

example by cessation of development aid. In the 

alternative, the migrants must be transferred to 

receptive third countries. (p. 38) 

 The mass abuse of asylum rights must be ended by a 

constitutional amendment. For the same reason, the 

obsolete Geneva Refugee Convention and other 

supranational and international agreements must be 

renegotiated with the aim of adapting them to the 

threat posed to Europe by population explosions and 

migratory flows of the globalized present and future. 

We demand national sovereignty in every form of 

immigration. (p. 39) 

 5.8 The cost of unaccompanied minor aliens explode 

Unaccompanied, allegedly underage foreigners 

(UMA) abuse the immigration and asylum law. 

Almost all of them are male, and between 50 percent 

and 80 percent of those who claim to be a minor are 

actually of legal age. Their crime rate is 

disproportionately high, and the state is defenceless. 

They serve as so-called anchor children for later 

relocation of their families. 

In 2015, 67 thousand of these foreigners classified as 

underage were newly registered in Germany and in 

2016 over 50 thousand again. (p. 41) 

 

 

The most relevant (anti) Neo-Malthusianist, “invasion threat” and “endangerment” 

statements found in the Lega full program 

(anti) Neo-Malthusianist statements “Invasion threat” and “endangerment” 

statements 

Provide for a budget constraint according to which for 

the “refugee” the State will not be able to commit 

resources greater than those destined to a 100% 

disability pension of an Italian citizen. Not it will also 

No one should feel compelled to leave their country 

and their roots for economic reasons. We can really 

help the most disadvantaged areas of the planet by 



be possible to establish greater contributions for the 

reception of foreigners than those aimed at policies in 

support of Italians in poverty which, according to 

ISTAT, are about eight million, of which one million 

and 600 thousand families in absolute poverty (which 

correspond to four and a half million citizens). 

Especially families with three or more children who 

should be protected more than the others for a positive 

demographic policy. 

supporting projects on the ground, certainly not by 

welcoming everyone. Africa in Italy is not there! 

Re-establish and implement the number of 

Identification and Expulsion Centers (CIE) in no less 

than one for each Region and, at the same time, extend 

the period for detention at least up to 6 months, in 

order to make the expulsion executable; 

The family is the natural society founded on the union 

between man and woman, as implemented by the 

Italian Constitution. 

The family is the place of fundamental ties, the 

primary nucleus of the community, it is the cradle of 

new life, it is the protagonist of the process of 

collective development and is in effect the first 

economic subject of society. It is also the primary role 

of education, care and care of children. 

Refusal to disembark for NGOs that are on the margins 

of the Libyan territorial sea due to an alarm on a self-

induced shipwreck and a prelude to the exploitation of 

illegal immigration. Ban anyway disembarkation from 

NGO ships for passengers who do not have 

identification documents. 

Italy has the lowest birth rate in Europe. Since 2008, 

births in Italy have fallen, within a trend that has 

ancient cultural origins, determined by a certain 

Neo-Malthusian culture that considers man as a 

“cancer” of nature, almost a ‘Threat’ to the limited 

resources of the globe. Result: the decline is 

unstoppable and above all in recent years there have 

been record slumps in the number of new borns, who 

are alarming: births are indeed the engine of demand, 

therefore an essential stimulus for GDP growth. 

Prepare a list of countries deemed safe as a limit to 

accepting applications for international protection. 

Based on the recent decision of the EU Court of Justice 

to address new applications for asylum ad other 

countries given the exceptional number that 

determines “the real risk of not being able to cope with 

the situation”. 

The progressive and incessant aging of the population 

has generated an increase in fixed costs (and therefore 

of the taxes), an increase in the retired population, a 

decline in the working-age population. To stop this 

terrible domino effect, the proposal is a structural 

recovery plan for the birth rate, which passes through: 

• Recognition of 400 euros per month (tax-exempt) for 

parents for each new born. 

• The contribution will be reserved for Italian citizens 

with at least 20 years of residence in Italy and will 

cover up to the age of eighteen years of age of the 

child. 

• Kindergartens free for all children born from Italian 

and foreign families residing in Italy for at least five 

years. For entry into asylum, income is not 

discriminating, as long as it is below 50 thousand 

euros gross, but the employment of both parents. 

Incentives for condominium and company crèches 

Make agreements also with the tribes of southern 

Libya, and ask for the cooperation of Russia for 

possible agreements with General Khalif Haftar. 

Application of the Spanish protocol for strict control 

of borders on the sea, with technological tools and 

consequent externalization of borders. 

Overall, current investments will be tripled by family 

and demography. If in fact today the allocation is less 

than 1 percent of GDP (among the lowest in Europe), 

the measures provided for in this program make up 

almost 3 percent of GDP, a percentage that would 

align our country with the most advanced standards in 

Europe. 

• The current immigration flows, imposing and 

uncontrolled, destabilize our country from a social 

point of view and offer opportunities for terrorist 

infiltration and extremist propaganda. 

• The phenomenon can be partially contained by 

bilateral agreements with countries of transit and 

departure; in particular, the agreements with the latter 

should include policies to contain the birth rate to curb 

overpopulation. 

• Cooperation alone cannot stop migrants: in fact, 

behind the great migratory flows that we see starting 

from Africa there is also a phenomenon of intense 

local development (the people who can afford the 

journey to Europe increase with the growth of 



financial resources); it is therefore necessary to 

intervene in the field of control and deterrence. 

• External border surveillance initiatives, repression of 

human trafficking and repatriation of illegal 

immigrants (the latter being well publicized to deter 

others from the choice to emigrate). 

• Asylum policies, designed for a time of reduced 

immigration, should be rethought in a restrictive sense 

and leaving (in line with the final declaration of the 

last G7) full sovereignty on its borders. 

• Migration policies should favour entry from 

culturally similar countries, selecting individuals with 

the most sought-after professional qualifications. 

• The acquisition of citizenship should take place in 

the face of an effective naturalization, made up of 

socio-economic integration and cultural assimilation. 

 

 

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION 

As the name of the paper suggests, Kaplan’s discourse is the one of imminent anarchy and 

chaos. Kaplan's work, published about a quarter of a century ago, as an example of by its posture 

defensive, by the political and military elites imposed discourse of environmental geopolitics, 

exclusivist by its nature, developed by the “official” intellectuals (the intellectuals of statecraft), 

and perceiving the present and future environment as a threat, was in the intellectual circles 

criticized primarily by S. Dalby (1996, 1999), who offered a critical perspective that opposes 

environment degradation. Dalby perceives the environment as a resource, being a proponent of 

the critical geopolitics’ framework, the inclusive environmental geopolitics precisely. Reading 

The Coming Anarchy, Dalby (1996: 472-496) identified clear notions of geopolitical thought 

associated with contemporary Malthusianism (called Neo-Malthusianism), which can be traced 

in Kaplan’s work, which refers to warning about the “barbarian hordes” that will “overrun” and 

“overflow” the developed world due to difficult living conditions in areas where they reside. 

The traditional concept of national security would call for mobilization and “consolidation” 

against the “flood” in order to “defend” against the “invasion” (Dalby, 2009). And it is precisely 

what we intend to search for in the programs of the contemporary European right-wing populist 

parties, in order to establish the intellectual connection between the defensive geopolitical 

thought, Neo-Malthusianism and the present-day populism. A logical question also comes up: 

Did Kaplan’s famous work inspire the rise of the modern right-with populism in Europe (and 

in the U.S.A., Brasil etc.) fuelled by Neo-Malthusianism which he advocates, and are the 

conditions in Africa and the Middle East partially to blame for that? Therefore, the paper also 

opens the question, to put it differently: Did the present-day populists, even if they have not 

read Kaplan, unintentionally took his ideas and put them into their programs, and if it so, up to 

which point? We have analysed the most recent electoral programs (for general elections) of 

the German AfD and the Italian Lega. From the programs, we have taken excerpts that we found 

to be relevant for our analysis and the main research question – how well do certain parts of the 

mentioned programs correspond with the R.D. Kaplan’s idea of a “coming anarchy” and how 

much neo-Malthusianism and the notions of “necessary defence” against the “biological 



invasion” are present in these programs. We have found a substantial number of citations from 

the programs and from the Kaplan’s paper, compared them, and shown that there indeed is a 

correspondence present i.e. the programs of the AfD and the Lega contain the neo-Malthusianist 

considerations and the need for “defence”, thereby these are defensive geopolitical discourses. 

We consider this research of ours to be a pilot research of the problematic. Further research 

should be done using the analytical tools of qualitative and quantitative language analysis in for 

example, analysing the speeches of the leaders of the respective political parties. 
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