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EDITORIAL

Dr. Ljubica Matek, Assistant Professor

“Fantasy is hardly an escape 

from reality. It’s a way of under-

standing it.” – Lloyd Alexander

&e second issue of Kick, a journal of students of English at the 

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences in Osijek, is dedicated to 

topics related to fantastic literature. Some of the papers were writ-

ten by students as a requirement to complete the elective course "e 

Fantastic in English and American Literature (EL110); others are a 

result of the students’ personal interest in all matters fantastic and 

the subsequent research they have conducted on their own in order 

to explore this particular interest from a more scholarly perspective.

From my experience, one of the greatest challenges for the twen-

ty-first century literature professor is to get their students to read. In 

an environment that fosters distraction, a life marked and modified 

by the use of digital media that thrive from our shortened attention 

span and always wish us to click elsewhere, it is indeed challenging 

to get someone to focus for a prolonged period of time on a story 

that is offered to them in print; a story that is still and silent on the 

page of a book (or an e-reader). However, fantastic genres – fantasy, 

science fiction, Gothic literature, and myths of all kinds – have qual-

ities which make them appealing even to the contemporary readers. 

&ese stories thrive with action and ideas. Supernatural features 

and characters, and extreme or liminal plots stimulate the readers’ 

imagination and account for a suspenseful reading experience. More 

importantly, however fantastic the events and characters may seem, 

they are always and inevitably echoes of humans and their struggles. 

In that sense, fantastic texts and, consequently, the papers available in 

this issue that analyse and interpret them ponder on complex issues 
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such as identity, gender, hope, good and evil, capitalism, education, 

and religion, all of which determine and inform our everyday lives.

Although the journal publishes student papers, the range of top-

ics and the way the students have treated them in their papers point 

to the conclusion that their literature classes successfully result in the 

achievement of important learning outcomes such as being able to 

critically read and interpret texts (or other media), to make connec-

tions between literature, literary theory, literary criticism and every-

day life, and to write in proper English and within the framework of 

strict requirements of academic writing and research. 

Significantly, the papers also point to the versatility of the fantas-

tic genre when it comes to its representation in the media. Fantas-

tic stories have been adapted or (re)invented in various formats: as 

graphic novels, films, and video games. Indeed, the major percentage 

of today’s video games (the most popular and most lucrative medium 

at the moment) are based on fantastic stories – old or new, and two 

of the papers included in this issue of Kick show how literature and 

video games (or publishing and digital media) co-exist and thrive as 

one adapts the other, and vice versa.

Importantly, in addition to academic papers, the second issue of 

Kick also contains a creative writing section. We are kicking it off 

(pun intended!) with a single story, but I hope the journal’s editors 

will pursue this in the future by encouraging their colleagues to pub-

lish more of their creative work. Like their academic work, this, too, 

is a result or a consequence of their love of literature and their love 

of English, and it makes me proud to be able to say that, for however 

short a time, I took part on their journey towards loving, understand-

ing, and creating literature.


